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An Estimate of Ingersoll.
—_—
By Prof. John Moore.

. G. Ingersoll, who was a prominent fig-
ure before the public, has lately passed away.
He was noted as an infidel or agnostic of the
most intense kind, He is viewed from some-
what different standpoints in published ars
ticles in the newspapers, Having myself
most decided convietions in regard to him
and his teachings for years, 1 wish briefly
to add my estimate of him.

it I8 a familiar Latin maxim, il de
mortuis nisi bonum,” nothing should be sald
about the dead but what is good. I would
modify this-nothing should be said in res
gard to the dead but what is true. Truth
i8 due to the living. Ingersoll was the avowed
enemy of Christianity, and spent years in try-
ing to destroy it. He professed to be an
agnaostic, that is, a know-nothing; but he
Was as positive in his utterances as if he
knew a great deal. To have been consistent,
he should have kept silent, but that he did
not do. He was an infidel of the worst sort,
being in advance of VoMaire and Paine. The
latter positively expressed his belief in one
God and a futu tate of existence, but op~
posed Christianity as a divine systém, When
he wrote the firnst part of his “Age of Rea-
son,” he sent the manuscript to Dr. Frank-
{in, requesting him to read i. and give his
opinion of it.  Franklin returned it with a
tetter in which is this passage: 1 would
wdvise you not to attempt unchaining the
tiger (infidelity), but burn this plece before
it ig seen by any other person; for if men
are so bad with religion, what would they

be without it

But Ingersoll was zealous in trying to let
loose even a worse tiger than Paine, Vol-
taire said that if there were no God, there
ought to be one invented. At Ferney he
built a church and over the door put the in
€cription, —“Voltaire erexit  Deo,”—~that is,
Voltaire bullt this church for God.

1 often said, while Mr, Ingersoll was living,
that he was a public corrupter of morals,
and 1 say the same now, after he is dead. He
did all he could to weaken and sever the
bonds of morality. He declared that he re-
cognized no God, or moral law, which meant,
of cou , that there was no such thing as
moral obligation. He denied that man would
live hereafter, and that therefore when he
dies that is the last of him. He would stand
on a platform and utter blasphemies and
crack jokes, at the terms of fifty cents and a
dollar a head. When he faced an audience
of human beings, who would live a few years
i h like brutes, he might have felt
@ad and solemn in view of their present con-
dition and wretched fate. For, if man is
not to live hereafter, he is the most miserable
failure in the universe, If human beings de-
rive a little comfort from what he regarded
18 fietion, why deprive them of even that it
it made their state more comfortable during
their short animal existence?

But we are often told that he was a kind
husband and father, and tried to make home
happy. But what of that? King Charles L.
of England and some other men had the
same reputation, while In the public life they
could viokite solemn oaths and perpetrate
crimes of murder and cruelty. Ingersoll la-
bored to destroy the religlon of humanity and
love, which is directly the producer of, happy
homes, I have heard of whiskey-sellers who
did npot drink themselves, while they dealt
out the poisonous stuff to others for guin.
Such are too shrewd to drink the vile fluid
themselves, which is rather against than in
their favor. If Ingersoll did not swallow his
poison himself in private life, he did all he
could to diffuse it among others,

He went 8o far as to justify suicide, though
he did not apply it to himself. Rev. Dr.
Ruckley, in an editorfal in the Christian Ad-
vooate, in alluding to this stated that a dozen
of persons who committed sulcide within a
certain area left evidence behind them of the

influence of his teaching over their minds in
this direction,

What a sad spectacle his home presented
after his death. Darkness and black despair
rei d, according to authentic accounts!
Not the faintest gleam of hope and consola-
tion, such as Christianity inspires, broke the
darkness. Such was the natural fruit of the
teachings and influence of the head of the
disconsolate and hopeless family. The tree is
known by its fruit. In view of the facts, I
have thus written, as 1 believe in calling a
spade a spade, and a fig a fig, as John Knox
used to say,
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Are The Heat'en Lost,
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By James M. Gray, D.D).

“Are the heathen lost?” s a question very
often asked even by professing Christians,
among whom a secret skepticism existed as
to swhether it were really true that ey
were lost. The argument presented is some-
thing like this: There are hundreds of mil-
llons of heathen who do not know the Gus-
pel and have never heard of Jusus Christ,
but it is not their fault that this is the case,
and God, who is just and loving, will not
punish them for that for which they are not
o blame,

We might sympathize with this feeling so
tar as it is born of a spirit ol compassion
for the heathen and a desire to sustain the
hionor and integrity of God, but there are
certain falacies in the argument which vught
e be exposed,

In the first place, the heathen are not lost
because they do not know the Gospel or ve
lieve in Jesus Christ, but because they are
sinners like all the rest of the world. The
proof of their sin is borne witness Lo by his-
¥, by the reports of missionaries, and by
their own confession, and espec lally by the
unmistakable evidence that they are idola-
tors, and idolatry is really the basal sin,

The second point is that the heathen are
not only sinners, but accounttable for their
sin. This is shown very clearly from Rom.
I 1825, which indicates that God had re-
vealed Himself to them in the work of crea-
tion, that the heathen world had once knowr
Him but falled to glunily Him, and became
vain in their reasonings and voluntarily
changed the glory of the iucorruptible God
for that of images, and it was for this rea-
son that God in punishment upon them had
glven them over to the condition in which
they are now found. The Word of God dis-
tircetly says they are without excuse. More-
Uver, missionaries bear witness that this is
as true to-day as ever, and that the heathen
bossess a conscience, a moral sense and ap-
prehension of a Supreme God which only
needs the touch of the Holy Spirit to be
awakened into active exercise,

The third point is that the hope of heathen-
ism is not in itselr, It is not only true that
their breach is gBreat like the sea, but that
the Lord only can heal them, Some philoso-
phers have claimed that various religious
systems of heathenism are only so many
Steps in the development of the religious in-
stinct of man. That they who had begun as
open denlers of God, and by and by came to
worship material objects, then spiritual be-
ings such as demons, ate., would finally by a
natural process of evolution come to acknow-
ledge of their own accord the one true and
only God. But this theory is denied first of
all by the Bible, which teaches unmistakably
that man began with the knowledge of God,
lost it by sin and has been wandering fur-
ther away ever since. It is denied also by
the facts of history, for the nearer we
trace nations to their origin the purer 1s thetr
religion and vice versa. Current facts also
substantiate this, since we have yot to hear
from the missionary who had discovered any
heathen nation making progress toward God
of itself,
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« The fourth point is that we have no right
to believe, as some imagine, that the heathen
will have another chance after death. The
idea of a second probation, as some call it,
s rendered  inadmissible by the _act that
there is no first probation at present extend-
ed to man. The only probation man ever had
was in the Garden of Eden before the fall,
and when he fell he lost that forever. “The
world s lost in the darkness of sin.”' There
is no Seriptural eviience of another oppor-
tunity to find Christ after death, upon which
a man can base a reasonable probability that
it will be so. If any individual heathen is
now living up to the light he already has,
and we may hope that there are such, God
in merey and love will undoubtedly give him
more light. In this sense we may under-
stand perhaps, those words of Peter, “that
in every nation > that feareth God and
worketh righteousness is accepted with him.”
That i8, some way or some how that man
will be brought to know Jesus Christ and be
saved. But it is very seldom or never that
our missionaries report the discovery of such
men.

Under these circumstances, what is the duty
of the Christian toward the heathen? The
former might say, “we have more than o fair
chance, for mercy has been brought to our
door and laid at our feet.”” But the answer
to this is that this mercy has been given us
not to selfishly hoard for ourselves, but for
the very purpose of carrying it to those who
are in deeper need. It is sometimes asked,
why does not God give the Gospel to the
heathen world as well as to us? But is It
not reasonable to reply that God could in no
simpler or better way give the Gospel to the
heathen than through us? Did not Jesus die
to make it possible for the whole world to be
siaved, and did he not give us the commission
to carry the knowledge of that salvation to
the uttermost parts of the earth? Before we
c¢harge God with unfairness or inequality,
should we not first of all lay a etill more
serious charge at our own doors? The
heathen will never have to answer for not
believing on Jesus Christ if they have not
heard of Him, but we will have to anewer
1o* not giving them an opportunity to hear,

The Rest of Christ was in giving fullness
of delight unto the Father; ought not ours
to be the same?
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When widows in India are no longer able
to serve they are permitted to die like beasts
of burden.
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In India the refusal of the Government to
make Sunday a legal holiday is a serious hin-
drance to missionary work,

@ @0

Christianity proves itself as the sun is seen,
by its own light. Its evidence is involved in
its existence.—Coleridge.
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How much trouble he avoids who does not
look to see what his neighbor says or does
v thinks, but only to what he does himself,
that it may be just and pure.—Marcus Aure-
lins
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“The Arya Messenger,” a Hindu paper, saye:
“Every Hindu community is being vigorously
assalled by the missionary in ways diverse,
What are we going to do to neutralize this
effort? is the question. Hinduism is indeed
inert, and can do nothing."

® @@

No people can maintain an independent and
stable government untii they have been train-
ed to habits of intelligent cleanliness. Even
from the the body's purity the soul recelves a
Secret sympathetic ald.—Ida M. Gardner.
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A man may be wise in worldly learning, and
yet ignorant of the rudiments of spiritual life.
Many an untutored man knows many times
more about religion and God than the most
learned sage who has " aver bowed before the
throne of grace.




