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Atteniling rhyninaii to tlir C'oii; y Carllnn (ivnrral llcmpiiul.

The suliji'ci of iinrihiil liilmiir in i,'i ncnil iiniciici' is ninrc iiiiimriiint

than has >;iii(rull\ litcii rcco^'iii/.i'il. My nlijn t it^. ihrnfcprc, (n (niiliin'

ttie >ulij('il liriilly, wiili ilir ti(>|>i' of iiriiij.'iiif; out mhih irii|poriaiii cli>-

cussion on tlic whole .-iilijci I of oK; Idric al inatlin'.

At the outset 1 (Icsirc In say that if llir laily wcit licllrr iiil'T'iird

with rc^'ard to the ^Toat iin|ior'ani'(' of tiic pro|»T iiianajiciiiriii ami

troatini lit of the patient iluniij; prestation, as well as during.' iier dejuery

and after treatment, it is my linn helief that l!ie oft nsullant wreekin,ir

of the mother's lieaiih woiihl lie inatiiially mininii/ed, and the mani-

fold operations and trealnieni of the aniliitious ;.'ynn'eo|()e-ist woiiM Im-

eonsideralily diminished. It is not my desire, however, to depreciate

the ;jood ollices of the giiya'eolo^iist, Imt rather to eliide ourselves, the

general practitioners, for our many failures in the past to lirinj; our

patient successfully throMj.'li her jjestation and pueriierium.

Lest I might he considered pessimistic, let me |ay at the outset, from

ohservation, that I believe the results ohtained at present in the maii-

agenient and treatment, es^'cially of the puerperal stal". an' much

t)etter than the results obtained hy ourselves and our predi'cessors ten

or fifteen years apo. Tor this improvement. inu<h ere<lit i.s prohably

due to the more jreiieral iiiider>tandinjr by the ]irofessioii of asepsis and

antisepis as applied to labour and the pueri)eral state. 'I'here is yet

much room for advancein(>nt. however, and we. as physicians, sliould

not be satisfied till we are able, even in abnormal and dilVicult casen. to

guide our patient throu;,'h her oft-dreaded and all imjiortant event,

without any lacerations or complications of any kind.

Now, what is the physician's duty with regard to a patient in the

early stages of gestation, whr, engages him for her confinement, and who

may or may not draw his attention to any of the various ills to which

she may l)e subject at this tim(>? Some women there are who are so

healthy, or who from instinct or acquired knowledge, so regulate their

habits by an obedience to Nature's laws, that tliey n^qiiire little or no

advice during this period. Many, however, stand gr(>atly in need of

special treatment or advice to guide them aright in this important era.

Who can estimate the importance of a woman's environment, as well

as that of her general health, in its effect upon hei xpected ofrs|)riiig
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