
THE CENTRAL SCHOOL.

AN HISOICAI. SK=CH.

Chapter I.

Near the crest of a ridge of land that extend f rom the
base of the niontain to Burlington Heights, amd which
evidently formed part of the shore fine of Lake Ontario
in the far -remote ages, ýstands a noble stone structure, the
Hamilton Central Sohool. Associated as it has, been with
the early life of the boys and girls of this city for the past
haif century, it is eudeared to them by the niemories o>f
many a victory and many a defeat in the educational-
arena. How many aspirations for a noble and a useful Mfe
have been nourished here! How many dormant faculties
have been awakened and roused into activity 1 Fow niany
promises for a bight carter in tihe future have been fui-
filled since they, as boys and girls, fell into liue and marched
into the classroorns 1 Let the answer be given by the grey
haired nmen and womnen, who have corne f rom ail parts of
the continent to attend this semi-centennial celebration and
to renew old friendships, on the o14d play ground, in
the old clas. rooms, under the old headniaster.

Could we but read the thoughts that lie deeply hidden
in the iniuermost recesses of their hxearts, or measure the
slowly penetrating influences that have fashioned their
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