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When the home is quiet and harmonious
it is the place where great virtues are
developed. But when it is noisy and dis-
harmonious, then its very seclusiveness, its
segregation, lends to the quarrels the bitter-
ness of civil war. The intensity of feeling
aroused is proportional to the intimacy of
the home and not to the importance of the
thing quarreled about. Good manners and
that sign and symbol of largeness of spirit,
tolerance for the opinions of others, rarely
are born in the home.

It is hardly realized how much quarreling,
how much of intense emotional violence goes
on in many homes. Its isolation and the
absence of the restraining influence of formal-
ity and courtesy bring the wills of the family
members into sharp conflict. Words are
used that elsewhere would bring the severest
physical answer, or bring about the most
complete disruption of friendly relations.
Love and anger, duty and self-interest bring
about intense inner conflict in the home, and
the struggle between the two generations,
the rising and the receding, is here at its
height.

That courtesy to each other might be




