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HON. MR. BLAKE

DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. JANUARY f8, fSSJk

A ifASTERLY ADDRESS ON THE TRADE POLICY, THE RAILWAY
POLICY AND THE LAND POLICY OF THE GOVtiRNMENT,

BEUTO A

GENERAL REVIJpW OF THE POLITICAL SITUATION.

Mr.BLAKE. Mr. Speaker, altliough

tho hon. tnember for Glengarry

(Mr. Macmiiater) closed his address to

tho Housp by declining to, tender the

twkditioaal apology, I will qot so far

follow hia example as to decline to

tender the traditional compliment, atfd

I will assure you that so far its I

- oouldjudge, hehaanot merely, on this

occasion, been provided with tLat

WhiQh he seemed to think essential to

a gentleman of his profession—a brief

T-but he stuck to it with a very com-

mendable accuracy of thoaght and

attention, and he paid, it seems to me,

a poor compliment to those who en-

tzasted him with the honor of moving

the Address when be declared himself

to bo ill watit of that essential pre-

liminary to an advocate's speech.

My hon. friend, if ho -^ill allow me to

call him so, who seconded the motion,

opened his observations by complain-

ing of the task impobe(i upon him as a

yoaug iBomber, and iie said thst he

thought from his point c/l view, as I

naderstood him, it ought to be some of

^the older hon. memlbwB who were

more accustomed to these matters,

who had had mure to do with them,
who were njtore responsible for them,
who bhould be called upon to explain,

in a fuller and more • authoxitative

manner than he could hope to do, the

topics which Svere under discussion.

i>at the hou. geiuleman, after having
made that iii)ology, which the

hon. geutlovaau from Glengarry
disdained to make, proceeded
to dibcusH those matters m a manner
which indicated, I think, that h©
was hIho fully equal to tlni tank

imposed upon him. There was, it, is

true, on one occasion at any rate,,

soma slight diucrepancy in the state-

mentf of the hon. gentleman, but,

generally speaking, Mr. Speaker, I

may say that both of thern adhered
tolerably well to the text of the docu-

ment which they were asked to give

their assent to, and to which they

wore inviting the assent of this

unamocr. xii;;i tiocumcnt. 13 -;::p;,

but, though long, it is, perhaps, quite

as remarkable for what it omits as for

what it contains.
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