
INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

TANGLEWOOD TALES.

Hawthorne's first "Wonder-Book" was so well
received, that he was induced to undertake ano*' ^r
within eighteen months from the tune of finishing ^ae
first. To this new volume, made up in the same way
of Greek myths retold with a modem, free, half real-

istic and half fanciful tone, he gave the name " Tan-
glewood Tales." The previous series having been
ostensibly narrated by one Eustace Bright, among the
hills of Berkshire, these additional stories in the like

vein were represented as having been brought by Eus-
tace Bright to Hawthorne, at his new home. The
Wayside, in Concord.

This place Hawthorne had bought and moved into,

early in the summer of 1852, after finishing "The
Blithedale Romance " at West Newton, during the
preceding winter.^ Some slight references to it are
made in the Introduction headed " The Wayside,"
where " my predecessor's little ruined, rustic summer-
house, midway on the hill-side," is mentioned. The
predecessor was Mr. A. Bronson Alcott, one of the so-

called Transcendental school of thinkers, the intimate

friend of Ralph Waldo Emerson, and the father of

ror a dtrtaiieu aecoiint oi xhe rraysidir, tlio prefatory note to

Septimius Felton, iu the Kiverside Edition of Hawthorne's works, may
be consulted.


