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stitutes the door to Li.kc M.dngan, an.md wlurh lake lie the Statesof M.c Mfia... Inchana, Illn.ois. an.l Wiscoiusin. witl, an apKrcKato o

f

poi.ulat.on ainountinfr to noarly live millions. 0„ its ,|,ores are thetowns o (rand Haven Mnskepu,, St. J,.sepl, Mud.i^an City. C i-
c-ag.>, \^aukepu> konosha, Ha.M,... Milwaukie, and (Jreon Bay wi ,many ..hers nsm^ rapidly int.. in.,u.rtan.'e. The .•..mme.re'oV thislake wdl e.xeeed $200.000, 000 per annnn,. The great grana y of 1 einion has its .lepots on the l.order ..f this lake. It can he defem ed

wl.r ^'^r! rn
"1'"''''^:;'' '^'" ^^''"^^ "^' ^f-'l^i""-- ahout three mileswide. Fort.heat.ons at the Stra.ts of Ma.'kinaw elose the opening or

nt anee into tins .,e:t .nlan.l sea. When the yast inteJests t^huseeuied are c.:.nsnlered it is obvious that Lake Miehigan. and all itsshores and cities, should be defen.led on the threshold at Ma.-kiiuuv
Theimp.M-tanee ..f haying a great inland sea. like Lake Michiganconyerted mto a secure harl,..r. where fleets and navies ma> 1 k.gathered ,n security: where may he collected magazines ..farms andmunitions an.l provisions, can s.arcely be exaggerated. Lake Michi-
uaii, entirely within our own territory, unapproachable by lan.l. and
inaccessible by ^yater by any lore.gn enemy, except through a nar-
10 v strait or entrance, is a p..siti.,n of immen.se importaucer and the
policy ot closing up its entrance is too obvious to need illustration.
Mackinaw- should be made the (iibraltar of the upper lakes
Upon the importance ot- this locality we insert the following extractfrom a communication of General Totten •
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*^"" '-"^ Mackinaw to be indis-

IZ ij !
'' ^^''^ .P/''"^'P'^J watching point of the upper

In.l" ^^ I
"^''^^^"^^'^ ^^'1 '^"ll to refresh, to communicate witheach other, to hnd shelter, to lie in wait. «S:c.

''It IS har.Uy to be supposed that a hostile naval expedition coming
out ol Georgian bay would yenture towards the upper lakes, or downLake Huron, cc^iainli/ not into Lake Michigan, Avhile this point ofobseryation and rendezymis is occupied by our superior squadron.The fort here mus be adequate to protect this anchorage, and the
defences of the island should be such as to defeat any enterprise
designed to wrest It iromu.s by superior force

'

The committee are clear in their judgment tliat, in view of the vast
jmportanceot Mackinaw, and the interests there to be defended the.government should take immediate means to close the Straits of Mack-inaw against the entrance of any hostile fleet. Fort Gratiot fullvcommands the entrance to Lake Huron, and should be immediately
reconstructed and put ,n a condition to control tliis gate to Lake
Huron. The lower entrance to the straits or river Detroit from Lake
Erie IS already well guarded by Fort Wayne. This should be com-
pleted and receive its armament. The report of General Totten inwhich the committee concur, recommends additional appropriations
and defences at Buf alo, to wit : the completion of Fort Porter, on thebluftbetween Buflalo and Black Rock, and the mounting of its arma-
ment, lor the protection of the entrance from Lake Erie into Niagara

"J'L"' ;}!'l^
^ '^' construction of a tower an.l shore batteries at the mouth

of Buflalo harbor
;
also an appropriation for Fort Niagara, the con-
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