
fulfilled. By going back along the history of the pasf, Me
could clearly trace the course of the prophecy, from its iirst

beginning to the present tijiie, but this is unnecessary. If
will suffice if we make the reader understand where we are at
present. We are, then, under the sixth vial. The gold,
silver, and brass of Nebuchadnezzar's image have passed
away

;
three of Daniel's beasts have departed ; and John's

seals have been opened, his trumpets have been sounded, and
five of his vials have been poured. By turning to the 12th
verse of the 16th chapter of Revelation, the reader will find

a description of the present, or sixth vial. It was to be poured
out on the Euphrates—or the Turkish Empire,—and began in

1820, when the Greeks rebelled agjiinst tlie Sultan, and
established a new kingdom. From that time Turkey has been
subjected to incessant warfare with neighbouring powers, dis-

traction and strife from civil rebellions, and ravaging pestilences

from the hand of God. Six years after the successful revolt
of the Greeks, the Janisaries attempted to follow their example,^

but their insurrection was repressed, and by the despot's com<-

raand thousands of them were butchered. The next year she
lost 110 ships in the battle of Navarino, and in the following

season had to sustain a double conflict, in a Russian war and an
Albanian insurrection. Then followed a ten years' war with
France respecting Algeria, which resulted in the ?oss of that

province, and its annexation to the latter kingdom. In 1839r

Egypt and Syria were taken by Mehemet Ali, and this led to

sanguinary and bloody strife in that direction. Besides these

reverses at the hand of man, the country was scourged with
cholera and plague for eleven years; and thus wasted and
weakened, she is in daily fear of being totally overthrown by a
foreign power. But why, it may be asked, is such a vial poured
upon the Turkish Empire ? Ah, God had a long and heavy
account to settle with this nation ! When under the title of
the Eastern Roman Empire, what iniquity and injustice did it


