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by Lord Dalhousie, who thon held the office of Governor. 166-3, p. 498.) The

acting executor, Mr. desRivières, as already stated, refused to transfer the property,

&c., and after being deféated in the court of first instance and in the Court of Appeal,

carried the case to the Privy Courieil, so that it was net until 1829 that the dispute

was settled and the hopos so often raised of assistance from. goverriment, finally

abandonad, so fur as the papers show, so that the building was bogun with the means

supplied by the boquest of Mr. McGill, afterwards supplemented by the li4t,,i-ality of

Mr. W. Molson, another Montreal merchant.

To whom. beloifgs the credit of having originated the systom of issuing Army

bills. to take the place of specie of which there was an absolute dearth in Canada

during the war of 1812 ? Thero wore two claimants -for the honour, one was the

Honourable John Young, the other Chief Justice Sowell. The claim advanced wa>,

not founded on a more sentimental desire for distinction, but was rather iDfluen(ýed

by mat9rial, considorations, the object being te obtain a government appointment for

the son of one or other of the claimants, each asserting the prior right to the

position for his son on the ploa of boing the author-(jf tho measure, the case being

taken up by Mr. Young's friends after bis death. The facts seem to show that

noither had the exclusive right to the authorahip of the system. Mr. Young made

,the suggestion for the establishment of a method of supplying the want of specie,

but was unable to formulate a workable plan; the Ch ief Justice adopted the sugges-

tion and was able te give it a practical âhape, The correspondence shows that- on

the 17th of November, 1817, Mr. Young allegad that he- was the author of the

Army bill system, and gave a circumstantial account of the process by whiab ho

6accooded in having hié plan adopted. In this ho w" 8upported by Mr. H. W.

-Ryland (Q. 153-2, p. 347.) and by the Lord Bishop of Qaebec, but on the 31st

January, 1820, the latter expressed regret that lie ehould have spoken so pomitively

from ' memory of Rr. Young being the originator of the Army bill system, although.

ho first auggested the idea, but to which Chief Justice Suwell gave practical effect.

The rest of the correspondencè doeis not appear tû throw additionai light. on the sub-

ject, as those present (Mr. Byland and the Lord Biehop) are the best witnesses and

agree on the fact that of Mr. Young making the pro"I whon the.. civif imd

military chesté; of both the Canadas wore destitute of LApocie, the aifférenee Wýveen

the two being that Mr. Ryland ignores the part tak-en by the Chief Justice, te whom,

on the other hand, the Bishop gives the crodit of making practicui what before his

intervention was ouly a suggestion.

The difference with respect te the control now exercised over the recolpts, eus-

tody and exponditure of publie funds u compared with what existed. lotie than

eighty yeurs ago io well "en in the case of theHoii. John Caldwell, Reoeiver Gen-

erall:of Lower Canada. On the.22nd of April, 1823, theAudit office roported thât

large balauces wore hold by Mr. Caldwell, and that they wore rapidly incroasing, and

the o]Boiala recommended that precautions should ho takon to. guard again2t.the

rimk of 1O'ýss. (Q. 167-1, p. 196i) At page 203, is a listeompiled by the Audit

offtec, sholming the Wancet; lwld by the Reoeiver Genewal at the end of eack yoar

trotn 1811 W.1821, as a lnean-.§ of emphasiéing their statûment on the minds of the

Lordâ of tbelreuëury.


