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government to make their act respected by all

its citizens."

Republican party platforms reiterated such opin-

ions long after their practical futility had become

manifest. Indeed, it was a matter of common

knowledge that negro suffrage had been undone

by force and fraud; hardly more than a per-

functory denial of the fact was ever made in Con-

gress, and meanwhile it was a source of jest and

anecdote among members of all parties behind the

scenes. Republican members were bantered by

Democratic colleagues upon the way in which pro-

vision for Republican party advantage in the South

had actually given to the Democratic party a

solid block of sure electoral votes. The time at

last came when a Southern Senator, Benjamin

Tillman of South Carolina, blurted out in the open

what had for years been common talk in private.

"We took the government away," he asserted.

"We stuffed ballot boxes. We shot them. We
are not ashamed of it. . . . With that system

— force, tissue ballots, etc. — we got tired our-

selves. So we called a constitutional convention,

and we eliminated, as I said, all of the colored peo-

ple we could under the fourteenth and fifteenth

amendments. . . . The brotherhood of man
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