
(4) 111 Ontario, >iiKO 1S75, 45(X) licoii»o Ii.>1(Ut> Iiavc bcon refii>e'I

rom-wal. Tlii"* i> i"i>rc tlian twiiT the miinl)iT tliat now holil licoii-i-"-,

yet none of ihoM- who were forcc<l t»i make tlicir living; in sonic other way

liive licen ooinpensafcd.

(5) I'rinc«? Kdwarcl Island. Xova Scotia, Saskatchewan. .\ll)erta

i.nd seventeen .-tatcs of the Anierican I'nion hav»" jia-sed prohiliitioii

laws without any compensation; and Russia has ahoHshed the wh"le

traffic in intoxicants, pnttinfj out of business ^000 distilleries and 3(XJ

rectifyintj establishments, representiny ui inve>ited capital of 230,(X)O,()0O

roubles, without any su^jjcstion of compensation.

(6) The slave trade was abolished, Kamblinp and the lottery system

v.ere al^o prohibited as detrimental to society, but those enjjaped in

the<e were not Ihiu-jIu off from their evil practises nor paid for the tools

(^f their trade v.hich were thus rendered useless. "Wlien a man by his

manufacture or business creates an appreciable nuisance to those around

him, his act becomes wronj.vful." and if the pcoide decide that the manu-

facture and sale of drink nuist be stopped as an injury to the public, every

principle of common law and every precedent to be found in parlia-

ment-iry proceedings support the contention that the liquor dealers have

no just rights to compensation.

IIL—COMMON JUSTICE SAYS "NO!"
(1) Compensation would subordinate the public interest to the

interest of the saloon-keepei , the brewer and distiller, who have already

})een enriched at the public expense by the enonrious profits of their

l)rivileged monopoly.

(2) The common-sense justice of the eommunity would never

tolerate the plundering of those already plundered for the benefit of

the plunderer, even though the plunderer had the consent of the plun^

<!ered. Are the victims of this criminal traffic— the widows and orphans

of drink-slain husbands and fathers, the families whose homes have

been ruined, and the drunkards anxious to reform—to be further pun-

ished that the mei. who have ruined them may be stdl furthtr enrichci' ?

(3) Crimes forfeit rights. Prohibition is the result of the crimes

of the liquor traffic, and the liquor interests cannot now demand com-

pensation for what is compelled by its own acts.

PxaNCIPLE SAYS " NO !IV.—CHRISTIAN
The whole traffic in intoxicants i-s nmoral, and compensation for

relinquishing an immorality would be atrocious.

Compensation in respect of a traffic which is t'le main factor in the

production of crime, pauperism, insanity and premature death is morally

indefensible, and what is morally wrong can never be politically right.


