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York students react
1

L " Loans cut for 
single parents
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Doug Allen
A new ruling by the Provincial 
Government on student loans to 
single parents is the cause of the 
latest anti-cutbak uproar on 
campus.

The problem arose at the close 
of the last school year. The 
Ontario Student Assistance 
Program, which administers both 
federal and provincial loans to 
students, decreased the 
maximum amount of loans 
available to single parents 
receiving family benefits from 
$3,600 to $1,000.

In the ensuing uproar the 
province was forced to increase 
the maximum to $1,800—the 
amount contributed by the 
federal government. At the same 
time they created an avenue of 
appeal for funds over $1,800.

J. M. Grisdale, of O.S.A.P., says 
that the lowering of the 
maximum amount of loans

available to single parents is a 
working out of the “nitty gritty" 
of the new method of assessment 
for loans initiated in the 1978/79 
school year.

Grisdale stated that the Family 
Benefits Program had 
plained that O.S.A.P. 
duplicating services by providing 
$3,600 in loans and had 
threatened to turn off the tap on 
the single parents. OSAP denies 
that this is a cutback but rather 
sees this as the working out of an 
equitable student loan plan.

In answer to the decrease in- 
provincial loans, a group of 
student single parents in Ontario 
have formed the Family Benefit 
Student Group. A founding 
member of the group, Christine 
McGill, a social services student 
at Centennial College, cannot 
understand the govérnment’s 
actions.
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"That business about double 
funding is garbage/’sheclaimed. 
"The family benefits 
enough to live on.”«SÏÏÏæmm _ .._
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rebellion the Sandinistas toppled 
Somoza s 46-year-old dynasty in 
July. Somoza, exiled to Paraguay, 
left the country severely in debt.
Upon nationalizing Somoza’s 
heavily mortgaged properties, 
the new socialist regime 
now make repayments.

The Sandinists refuse to honor 
debts to Israel, the United States 
or Argentina. "As far as we’re 
concerned, it’s blood money,”
Valle-Garay said bitterly, holding 
these countries responsible for 
the destruction of Nicaragua 
through the supply of arms tothe 
Somoza regime.
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At York, life has been made 
considerably harder for at least 
two single parents. Natasha 
Maletzoff has been forced to

government 
has demanded aid from the U.S. 
but Valle-Garay stresses, “We 
will not accept any aid with 
strings attached. All we want is to take two part-time jobs, as well as 
be totally independent." handle a full time course load.

Maletzoff can only see the 
government’s move as a cutback. 
She suggested that the university 
is losing enrolment because of 
the situation.

Janice Traimer, another York 
student affected by the cutback, 
laments that the “Ministry of 
Colleges and Universities 
doesn’t seem to want us." When 
Traimer first received the news 
she says "I felt I would probably 
have to quit and get a job."

Asked how she was able to live 
on the previous year’s funds she 
said: ‘I found that together with 
the mother s allowance we could 
maintain not a frivolous standard 
of living but we managed to get 
by without having to beg, borrow 
or steal.”

Next week, York students will legislature to be formed to study
have the opportunity of long-term planning and trends
dropping Bette Stephenson, The York Student Council is 
Minister of Colleges and organizing the campaign on
Umvers't.es, a line courtesty of campus and, besides having a
Smdentl erat'0n °f [able in Central Square, they will

tKo fL .• • • be making a door-to-door tour of
I he Federation is organizing a the residences

province wide postcard Barb Taylor, Vice Presidern, for
campaign to petition the externalaffairs.saysthattheYork 
Ministry for improved access to Student Federation is hoping for 
higher education, increased approximately2,000signatureon 
funding and better long-term campus. OFS is hoping to collect 
planning. Specifically, OFS is 100,000 cards, out of a member
calling for a freeze on tuition ship of 160,000 
fees, more realistic methods of 
assessing OSAP loans, funding 
increased to the level of inflation 
and a select committee of the
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Anyone interested in helping 
organize the campaign should 
meet Barb Taylor in her office at 
105 Central Square, today at 2 pm
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