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Kobayashion Harakiri

Japanese director defends scenes of brutality
“After much frustration, I resorted 

to drinking as a means of diversion.

“While drinking heavily, a brilliant 
idea flashed in my mind. It was nearly 
impossible to pierce through the belly 
with a bamboo blade. But by balan
cing the sword against the platform, 
you could push your belly through it. process of creative production.”

“The brutality might have been a 
bi-product of my alcoholic euphoria.”

Kobayashi declined to discuss his 
future film projects.

“If you verbalize a theme, you often 
risk degenerating it into falsehood,” 
he said. “It’s something you bum, 
consume and nurture in the ferocious

Kobayashi insisted that his actors use 
real samurai swords.

The swords, aside from being un
commonly heavy, have an edge as 
sharp as a razor blade’s.

“I wanted a cathartic effect,” 
Kobayashi told a capacity crowd in 
Curtis LH-L Friday night.

“It is impossible to slay any man 
with your wrists. You must effectively 
use the lower torso. Actors in the past 
had used dummy swords, and trotted 
around as though they weren’t even 
carrying swords.

“I believe the use of the genuine, 
heavy samurai swords produced in my 
film a credibility and impact unequall
ed in any earlier period pieces.”

He paused. “I would like to offer my 
sympathies to my actors for their 
numerous injuries.”

Kobayashi was visiting York as part 
of the Japan Week festivities, a Fine 
Arts exhibition which lasted from 
January 8 through 12. The 57-year old 
director’s appearance was arranged 
with the assistance of the University 
of Quebec, by York social science 
professor Toyomasa Fuse, who also 
acted as Kobayashi’s interpreter.

Among Kobayashi’s 19 films to date 
are The Fountainhead (1956), A 
Soldier’s Prayer (1961), Harakiri 
(1962) and Kwaidan (1964).

Harakiri, shown Friday night, was a 
gripping tale of hardship, pride and, 
ultimately, vengeance. Set in the 13th 
century, the story was a bitter attack 
on the feudalism of that time.

Kobayashi’s symbol of the “brutali-

By WARREN CLEMENTS 
Japanese film-maker Masaki 

Kobayashi doesn’t believe in faking 
his action sequences.

For the climactic samurai sword- 
fight in his 1962 period epic Harakiri, 
in which many of the participants 
were sliced and disembowelled,
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ty and cruelty” of the feudal institu
tion, the act of harakiri (pronounced 
“set-buku”), made its strongest 
appearance in a scene in which a 
young samurai is forced to disem
bowel himself using a sword made not 
of the traditional metal, but of bam
boo.

Hitchcock’s Frenzy shakes Curtis
Student Group Special

Alfred Hitchcock’s Frenzy, his latest film and one of his best in recent years, 
grips the screen tonight at 7 and 9:30 p.m. in Curtis LH-I. A sex criminal known 
as the Necktie Murderer terrorizes modern-day London, catching an innocent 
man in his net. You’ll never eat potatoes again. And nervous patrons are asked 
to loosen their ties. Environmental Studies is responsible for this International 
Film series, but they neglect to say what the admission price is.

*50. per person 

(including one free with groups of 20)

from

Departures Returns “After the 1963 screening of this 
film at Cannes,” said Kobayashi, “I 
was bombarded with people asking 
me if it was necessary to create such a 
graphically brutal scene.

“I felt that the more brutally por
trayed it was, the clearer the un
derstanding would be of the difficulty 
of resistance to feudalism by the main 
character.

“I was told that when the controver
sial scene was shown in Poland, some 
people fainted in the audience.” He 
looked at the Curtis audience with a 
smile. “What about you?”

Kobayashi admitted he had trouble 
deciding how to film that particular 
scene.
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Feb. 15 Polanski’s Macbeth stalks again• Includes Motor Coach to Quebec 

& Return
• 2 Nights Modern Gym Accommodation
$30.00 Ottawa, Peterborough, Kingston 
$35.00 Toronto, Hamilton 
$38.00 Kitchener, Waterloo, St. Catharines, 

London
$40.00 Windsor, Sudbury, Sault Ste. Marie

RESERVE NOW-call

Roman Polanski, of Repulsion and Rosemary’s Baby fame, directed a recent 
version of Macbeth with Jon Finch and Francesca Annis, and even threw in a 
couple of nude witches to please producer Hugh Hefner. Winters brings this re
vamped classic to Curtis LH-I Friday and Sunday nights at 8 p.m., charging 
everyone $1.25 except Winters students, who pay $1.

Clockwork gang-rape in Bethune
Bethune movies brings a little of the old ultra-violence to the screen Saturday 

and Sunday nights at 8:30 p.m. in Curtis LH-L. Stanley Kubrick’s A Clockwork 
Orange offers Malcolm McDowell as everyone’s favourite gang-raper, Alex.

Join his merry band of droogs, with knife fights, beatings and trysts with the 
old in-and-out. Cartoons too, all in 35mm. Kick your mum downstairs and whip 
your dad until he forks over $1.25 general, or $1. for Bethune students.
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Suite 345.150 King St. West, Toronto
(416) 363-0281 or
toll free 1-800-261-8471

The Performing Theatre Company 
Presents Arthur miller’sAGYU N ANG A and ZENG A
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“Toronto Winds” 
Benefit Concert

for the Toronto Art 
Therapy Institute 

Sun., Jan. 20,8:30 p.m. 
First Unitarian Church 

175 St. Clair Ave. W.
Tickets: $3.00,

$1.50 for students 
available at door, 
or from Moodey’s 

Ticket Office in the Colonnade, 
or call 921-4374

{/« F«
5009 Yonge Street, Willowdale, Ontario 

Phone 221-3562 Jan. 16 to Feb. 16 Thursdays to Sundays 
The Palmerston Library Theatre 

(2 blocks west of Bathurst, north of Bloor) 
Tickets $3.50 Students $2.50 Thurs. and Sun. 

Telephone 651-0323 for details

DID YOU KNOW?
You have a Sandalwood Hi Fi representative on cam

pus, offering a wide range of stereo components.
Here are 3 of his most popular systems:

$174.501 Sinclair Project 6050 Amplifier 
Factory wired 
10 watts RMS per channel 

Super SH 131 Speakers
2 way Air Suspension speakers 

Garrard Turntable Module M21624X 
Shure Magnetic Cartridge 
Base & Dust Cover

60.00 pr

lük GEORGE’S
COFFEE SHOP

(N. 108 Ross)

M\l : a y■ I \ - L-! »

79.95

$314.45
Special offer $289.00 {l\MX$349.00Procom PR 900 Receiver

22 watts RMS per channel 
Pre set Tuning 
Direct Coupled Circuitry 

NMC 200 Speaker System 
2 way system
50 - 2000 Herty Frequency Response 

Garrard Turntable Module M2862W4 
Wood Base W/Dust Cover 
Shure M75EGS Magnetic Cartridge 
4 Pole Motor

2 \
Poplin Nylon Lealhvr Mellon Corduroy 
• ® » Sweat & T Shirts

Hundreds ol i 
Jackets. Slopp

CRESTED POPLIN JACKETS >8.95
99.00 pr •iiKiudinq individual course name -

Canadian Novelty Shirt * Sportswear Co.
2462 Yonge Street Telephone 486 0997 486 0999

is pleased to announce new prices 
for doughnuts.94.95

WAN&CHOW Now you can enjoy 10$ doughnuts 
with your 10$ coffee.$542.95

(With Rectilinear 11A Speakers - $499.)
January special $369.00 4907 BATHURST STREET 

(Finch & Bathurst) A3 Pioneer XS727 Receiver 
Thorens TD160 T urntable 

W/Shure M91E
Rectilinear X11 Speaker Systems

$529.00
$265.00 We also have yogurt, soft drinks, 

chips, tea and hot chocolate,REXOTIC
CHINESE FOOD$439.90 pr

P$1233.90 — AND PINBALL MACHINES —£Special Offer $1090.00 

CALL YOUR “ON CAMPUS” REP.

CHRIS WEBBER 661-4866

• DINING • FREE
DELIVERY N• TAKE OUT Open 9 - 4:30 

Monday through FridaySPHONE 225-2978


