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Julia Fordham
“Swept”
Lyrics 4
Music 3
Overall 2

JUL[A FORDHAM IS a singer-
songwriter from southern England,
and “Swept” is her third album.
Beware though, this is not an al-
bum for those with suicidal ten-
dencies.

“Swept” contains beautiful lyr-
ics. The one exception is ‘As She
Whispers', which repeats the word
‘baby’ 60 times in four minutes —
no exaggeration. The rest are par-
ticularly poetic and great to mope
to, since they deal mostly with
heartbreak and hurt.

The music is extremely complex
and well-produced. Unfortunately,
the tempos are a bit on the slow
side to say the least. There is not
one upbeat song on the whole al-
bum, and every time [ listened to
it, [ found myself saying ‘I can't

wait for this to end’. | was bored.

There are a couple of songs [
could stand; in fact all were quite
good when listened to in modera-
tion. [ especially liked ‘“Talk Walk
Drive' and ‘(Love Moves) in Mys-
terious Ways', which by the way is
the theme from Demi Moore’s lat-
est film, “The Butcher’s Wife.”

Luckily for Julia, her music is
geared toward the New Adult Con-
temporary the
Yuppies. Yuppies like these never-
ending slow songs, because they
are great as background music at
dinner parties — no one hurts
themselves trying to dance and no
one has flashbacks.

[feel “Swept” isdefinitely a great
album for anyone who likes slow
relaxing background music, and
perhaps if my heart were broken [
would have enjoyed it more, but I
found it just too slow and painful.
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AKING UPTHE Neigh-
bours” is Canadian rocker Bryan
Adams’ long-awaited new album.
It has been four years since his last
release, thedisappointing “Into the
Fire”, and [ think it has been worth

the wait. Adams dropped long-time
writing partner Jim Vallance and
instead teamed up with Def Leppard

Bryan Adams
“Waking Up the Neighbours”
Lyrics 3
Music 3
Overall 4

producer John ‘Mutt’ Lange. Thus
some of the songs sound similar ro
previous Def Leppard releases.

Adams has always kept his lyrics
simple, and “Neighbours” is no ex-
ceprion. Songs like ‘Hey Honey -
I'm Packing You In" and ‘House
Arrest’ have almost moron level
lyrics with forced rhymes. These
contrast with songs like the phe-
nomenally huge hit (Everything |
Do) I Do it for You" which has
beautifullysimple, straight from the
heart lyrics. However, these sim-
ple words are part of Adams’ at-
traction — he talks over no one's
head.

The upbeat songs on the album
all sound similar, with a driving
beat and lots of guitar. The best
part of the album are the slower
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songs, which Bryan seems to have
a knack for writing. The best songs
are the afore-mentioned ‘(Every-
thing I do)’ and ‘Do [ Have to say
the Words?. [ like them because
they are simple love ballads.

Overall, “Waking Up the Neigh-
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bours” is one of those albums one
likes to play at a party, because
most of the songs have party po-
tential. It is a fun collection of
songs that doesn’t try to do any-
thing impressive, just listen, and
have a good time.
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THE NATIONAL THEATRE
SCHOOL OF CANAD

AUDITIONS

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION
FEBRUARY 15th

If you are interested in finding out more about
the School, please write or telephone:

The National Theatre School of Canada
5030 St. Denis Street
Montreal, Quebec

Tel.: (514) 842-7954
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423-4111

2445 Agricola St

Halifax, N.S. B3K 4C1
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HALI-FACTS
MCA RECORDS NEEDS CHEAP LABOUR!

One of the world's most successful record companies is looking for
a campus representative to begin in January. The successful
candidate will work but a few hours per week delivering music to
campus radio and pubs as well as initiating campus music promo-
tions. Inreturn, MCA will pay a small monthly salary and help with
next fall's tuition. If interested, send a letter outlining why you
should be selected for this position to :

Kevin Shea

Director of National Promotions
MCA Records

2450 Victoria park avenue
Willowdale, Ontario
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Marks for creativity! No calls please. Letters must be
received on or before Friday, November 29 for consid-

eration.




