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SMU to hold CFS 
pull-out referendum
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\t-L :back in again. MacArthur said.
Dalhousie and the Nova Scotia 

College of Art and Design student 
councils are also considering hold­
ing a CFS membership review. 
Both postponed a decision on 
whether to hold a referendum until 
after a special CFS "National Pro­
vincial Meeting" in Ottawa last 
week, held to discuss problems in 
the organization.

Christine Soucie, one of the peo­
ple fighting to keep SMU in CFS, 
claims that major complaints about 
CFS are now being addressed. She 
pointed to -the Ottawa conference 
last week, where CFS members 
agreed to give provincial compo­
nents more autonomy, one of the 
main bones of contention with 
Nova Scotia.

One of CFS's services is the 
Youthsaver discount card, available 
to all students in member institu­
tions. Franklin said the cards are 
not being honoured at some 
Halifax stores supposedly partici­
pating in the program.

But Soucie claims the discount 
card was a big asset for CFS' popu­
larity on campus.

“And of course there are the pol­
itical benefits," Soucie said. In part 
because of CFS lobbying, the fed­
eral government recently decided 
part-time students could qualify for 
the Canada Student Loan pro­
gram, Soucie said.

Soucie was optimistic about the 
referendum. “The mood is very 
positive." she said. But others are 
just as sure about its failure. Joe 
Osborne, editor of the Saint Mary's 
Journal, the student newspaper, 
predicted a solid vote to leave CFS. 
“There doesn't appear to be much 
support either on council or among 
students,” he said.

VP External MacArthur said he 
considered running for President of 
SMU student union this year, but 
withdrew his application in order to 
run the CFS pull-out campaign.

Christine Soucie, off-campus rep 
on council this year and former 
N.S. rep on the CFS national 
executive, is running for President. 
She said she tries to keep her per­
sonal campaign separate from the 
referendum, however.

by Cathy McDonald
The Canadian Federation of 

Students' existence at Saint Mary’s 
University may die at the young 
age of two, if a referendum there 
fails next week.

Saint Mary’s is holding a refer­
endum to review its membership in 
CFS, the national student organiza­
tion. The students' representative 
council grew dissatisfied with CFS 
this year, and a majority of reps 
want SMU to pull out.

“1 don’t feel CFS is representing 
Nova Scotia students here. Until 
that changes, we don’t want to be 
members,” said Drew Franklin, VP 
Internal, and co-chairperson of the 
“no" campaign.

The no-campaign posters reading 
“Thanks for Nothing" are plastered 
over the campus. Dissatisfaction 
with CFS became focused last 
summer when students in Nova 
Scotia opposed new restrictions on 
student aid, and CFS did not pro­
vided needed support at that time, 
Franklin said.

Saint Mary’s students were sche­
duled to pay $18,000 to CFS last 
year, or $4 each. This year’s fees 
were withheld by the council.

The referendum question 
“Should Saint Mary’s Student 
Association Incorporated remain a 
member of CFS?” needs a two- 
thirds Yes vote to pass, giving a 
strong advantage to the anti-CFS 
campaign.

The SMU student constitution 
requires a referendum to have a 
positive wording, and that two- 
thirds of those voting must vote 
“yes” in order to pass it.

When asked if he thought the 
needed percentage was fair. 
MacArthur said “It’s fair in that 
they (pro-CFS campaign) won’t 
even come close to (getting) 50 per 
cent.”

Asked if the opposite referendum 
wording, such as “Should SMU 
pull out of CFS?" would have given 
the pro-CFS campaign the advan­
tage,- MacArthur agreed. He 
explained the council simply had 
not worded it that way.

A 33 per cent “no" vote will pull 
SMU out of CFS. and only 
another referendum would get it
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I Dr. Thompson, best 
selling author of I he 
Great Shark Hunt and 
Fear and 1 oathing in I as 
Vegas, is coming to 
Halifax.

I he "reclusive high priest 
of eounten ulnae 
journalism" w ill speak at 
Dalhousie ( 'niversiv in 
one ofhis rare public 
engagements.

Tickets are $5 for students 
and $7 for general 
public 

commence March 1st at 
the Enquiry desk in the 
Dal Student Union 
Building, for information 
call 424-2140.
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March 15 ■ 8pm
Purchasing Your First New Car?
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Bob McDonald Chev-Olds Ltd.
m Invites all Students, Graduating or Otherwise, to

attend LHE1TIME MAGAZINE 
QUALITY DEALER 
AWARD WINNER 
FOR CANADA
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Presentation ’83
a showing of selected ’83 models and a review of 
their Student Purchase Plan.

DATE: Tuesday, March 15 
TIME: 7:00 p.m.
PLACE: Green Room (SUB)

lit JI
II For More Information 

contact
Mark Dickie 423-5600 
George Fraser 429-5772
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Brenda Cote, the chairperson of CFS, addressed a Dal 
student council gathering recently. Saint Mary’s CFS pull-out 
referendum and potential referenda at Dal and NSCAD 
could threaten CFS’ future in the Atlantic.


