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By BRUCE WILLIS

HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all. I hope that Santa was
good to you. There has been quite a bit of news about the
campus these past twelve months, and it would take much
more room thpn I have at my disposal to give you my im-
pressions of the whole thing. So I'll just comment briefly on
those events which touched the students as a whole and myself
in particular, as a melancholy review of the year.

1957 started with a bang! The second annual Commerce
week got things rolling in great style. Then there came such
old established events as the Engineers’ Ball, which every one
enjoyed and the various Fraternity Weekends, which are the
annual exaggerations of normal Saturday night fun. There
were the regular weekly dances in the gym which few failed
to enjoy and which many attended weakly. Ome can’t ignore
the general, all round thrill of Sadie Hawkin's week, nor the
fine turnout and enthusiastic response to the Blood Drive,
where for once, contributions exceeded transfusions. Those
who still had any energy left amused themselves at the Poor
Man’s Law Ball, the Pharmacy Ball, the Winter Carnival, and
the Munro Day festivities. Examinations were a rather dis-
gusting conclusion to an otherwise memorable Spring social
season.

In the world of sports, Dal didn’t do too badly. The
hockey team was superb and ended the season tied for first
place, and after a train trip to Antigonish, which was a high-
light of the season, we lost a championship by one goal. The
basketball team did almost as well and never ceased to pro-
vide an interesting and thrilling game. Commerce ran off
with the Interfac trophy, and all Sports honors except basket-
ball, volleyball and cross-country. The girls played magnifi-
cently at all times and especially during the annual Profs-
Girls hockey game.

All this and the Men’s Residence was still with us.

* % % *

The Summer was a pleasant respite from our academic
trials and tribulations, while all Dal girls recalled the wonder-
ful efforts of their fellows in the Pirates of Penzance and the
numerous cool Spring evenings which never fail to be con-
ducive to Campus romance. The Gazette cover which publi-
cized the Campus Queen candidates was a prominent part of
the decorations in every room where Dal boys stayed through-
out the summer.

¥* £ * Ed

The fall term started slowly, with Freshmen congesting
the Arts building, the library, the Forrest building, and the
Men’s Residence, which was still with us. The football season
started before the majority of students were back, but it
proved to be a good season as Dal tied for second place behind
the Canadian Champion Shearwater Flyers. Interfaculty foot-
ball, volleyball and cross-country drew many participants, and
our Varsity _Soccer team captured the Provincial Intercolle-
giate Championship. The social season was great, but the
clincher for many gym dances was the raffle for Dal tigers.
Lester Pearson got a tiger, too, and Dal got a new Science
building.

All this and the Men’s Residence is still with us.

o ok A

- For 1958, 1 feel the University should make a few resolu-
tions. Among these should be: to provide suitable ice in the
rink, if not at all times, then at least on skating nights! To
get a new flag to replace the present, preferably a Red Ensign,
which is, after all, Canada’s official flag! To provide a new

Men’s Residence.
I Th e

A tribute to the men-about-the campus:

Blessed are those who go about in circles, for they shall
be called wheels. > e

GIVE BLOOD

,attached to Coastal Command Head-

——; h.i.mh’é" - e R s

Ii Pensorosn, or

Un Thinking It All Over

by Margaret Doody

Gone is the time of mirth and holly—
All hail, post exam, Melancholy!
Now everybody returns from Holiday cheer
To face a rather gloomy prospect here.
Before you can catch up on all the news you've missed
You've gotta face in the Arts Building a little List,
A startling and a blatant exhibition
Of all one’s errors of omission.
Either walk down and face it
Bluntly
Or sit at home with the smelling-salts by, waiting for friends
To break it Gently;
Down in the basement you can see hordes walking about from post to
pillar,
Looking iller and iller,
They walk the studious cloister pale
Looking for I, II, III, or Fail . ..
Some say philosophically it was just what they fearedy
Others find consolation in Existentialism and a beard.
However, those who old experience do attain
Say the best way to face this thing is with a minimum of strain.
As you refresh yourself with a chat and a cup of Kawfee in the
Kanteen
Life becomes brighter than it has been . . .
Let’s face it, we're here
For another four months of the year
So what the heck—we'll do better in the Spring; after all
We've four months to go—0.K.—se
Let's Have a Ball!!

RCAF Personnel Director

Visits To-morrow

Group Captain W. C. Van Camp, DFC, Bachelor of Arts,
University of Alberta 1938, Director of Personnel Manning
for the RCAF, will be at Dalhousie in Arts Building, Room
112, January 16, to interview undergraduates regarding Air
Force career opportunities. Appointments for interviews may
be made through the Registrar’s Otfice.

Trained as a pilot stationed at
Dartmouth, he commanded the war-
time No. 11 Bomber Reconnais-
sance squadron and then served as
a staff officer at Eastern (now

Maritime) Air Command Head-
quarters, Halifax, before going
overseas in 1944, where he was

quarters.

Returned to Canada in 1945, he
successively served in the Air Staff
branch at Air Force Headquarters;
attended and graduated from the
RCAF War Staff College, Toronto,
and commanded a West Coast air
station before becoming command-"g
ing officer of RCAF Station Cen-
tralia in January, 1948. In 1949, C/C
Van Camp was sent to North West
(now Tactical) Air Command, where
he served as senior personnel staff
officer.

A for Alibs

Mid-year exam time is to be followed, in all like-
lthood, by a period of student complaints and excuses.
These examples collected from past years come under
the head of “Why My Grade Should Be Raised.”’

There must he a mistake
somewhere.

At no time before the ex-
am did I receive an official
warning, therefore, relying
upon the college, I merely
maintained my grade. Sure-
ly, this should have been a
satisfactory grade.

I know many members of
the class who do not work
as hard as I do and who got
a better grade. I am recog-
nized among my classmates
as a good student—you just
ask any one of them.

I was not well at the time
of the examifation.

This mark ruined my
prospect of getting a schol-
arship.

This mark grieved my
mother (or father) whose
pride I am.

This is the only course in
which 1 received a poor
grade.

It is not a higher mark
I seek; I care nothing for
marks, I think marks are
wicked and I disapprove of
them. However, this perni-
cious system of which I am
the vietim requires marks
for achieving success and,
therefore, 1T seek a higher
grade.

Several people around me
copied from my paper dur-
ing the examination, yet
they received higher marks

than I did. Surely, this is
not fair.

I live far away from the
college and I feel this extra
travel should have been con-
sidered when you gave me
my grade.

I have studied this sub-
ject from the broad philoso-
phical viewpoint and, there-
fore, I was unable to answer
your technical catch-ques-
tions.

The questions were am-
biguous and therefore my
answers should be graded
according to the reasonable
interpretations that T made
of your questions.

The examination was un-
fair and unfairly distribut-
ed over the subject.

I have to work after
school and at nights; there-
fore, I should be given a
break.

The reason I did not do
better is because I am very
honest. I do not wish to say
anything against any of the
other members of the class.

My mind always goes
blank during an examina-
tion. -

I would have done much
better if I had taken the
other examination you gave
to the students next to me.

Conditions in the room
were not conducive to con-
centration.

-The New York Times Magazine

Efficiency

of inefficiency as well as some
possible solutions which we
feel will meet with general
approval.

FAULTS
In our extensive research,

Those students who have
taken courses in Economics
at Dal have undoubtedly, at
one time or another, asked
themselves the perplexing
question: is our campus being
run at its maximum possible
efficiency? Then, after having the following astounding facts
answered “no” (as any true came to light:
economist would) they prob- 1 For most of the season,
ably have asked a second
question: what can be done
to make our campus more ef-
ficient? A typical would-be
economist, quite unprepared #3.
to fight a lawsuit, would then
shrug off the whole problem
and decide that there must be
easier ways to make a living.

2. The land adjacent to
Coburg Road is idle.

The forested land be-
tween King’s and Sher-
riff Hall is wasted.

" That these lands are idle re-
minds us of the fuedal two
and three field systems. With
such modern inventions as
fertilizer, this land need not
lie fallow,

However, these writers are
not so easily discouraged. We
thought for a moment and ar-
rived at the following causes

P

the football field is idle.’

by

Dave Bogart
and

Danny Jacobson

SOLUTIONS

The following remedial
steps could remedy this situa-
tion which is deplorable in the
light of the hordes of starving
peoples in the world who are
crying for food:

1. The timber between
King’s and Shirreff Hall
should be cut and a reforesta-
tion program be effected as
soon as possible. Soil erosion
is already well advanced; if
neglected, this land could be-
come desert.

2. The grassy areas adjoin-
ing Coburg Road ought to be
plowed and vegetables plant-
ed there.

3. The useless maple trees
on the campus — sapping the

fertility from our precious soil
without return — should be
chopped down and productive
fruit-bearing trees be sub-
stituted in their place.

4. Cattle should be grazed
on the football field during
the off-season. This would
save the cost of mowing and
would also provide a source
of high quality dairy products
which Roy Atwood could put
to good use. Another obvious
advantage is the pastoral at-
mosphere that the presence of
these animals would create. In
time, the students would be-
come accustomed to the low-
ing of these beasts and might
even be inspired in the man-
ner of John Milton.

Does this plan sound too
far-fetched? We believe that
these steps, if properly follow-
ed, would make Dalhousie one
of the most efficient farms in
Canada.

During the recent holidays a literary discovery of great significance
was made by memebers of the Gazette staff when pages from the diary
of an early Dalhousie recorder-of-events, Sam Peeps, were found. Long
thought to be completely published, Peeps’ records contain memos of
daily events of by-gone era on this campus. Of course, this is to he
expected from such an ancient source.

—The Editors.

Up betimes and shortly dressed. DPidst address my
wretched wife most sharply. Methinks she didst prepare my
finest periwig with household flour to cast me in bad light
with the wenches. She standeth in want of a brisk cudgelling.
Attended to a light repast (one pint); thence to the college-
by-the-sea. Greatly disheartened upon beholding that vulgar
blot which houseth the coffee-house. Diddst enter said estab-
lishment. Therein a motley crowd of strangers. Though I
didst not know one face, there were familiar shapes. Pariook
of the foulest coffee of these three years. This pleaseth me
much for you must know ’twas my foulest memory of my
years at Dull. This purgative is the worthiest of challenges
for the most dauntless of Tabbies. ¢

Thence to the great hall. Herein nothing, only a low
moan. Thus I perceiveth Mainstay Granite doth still flog the
novices with the cosh of composition. Took my leave greatly
contented. Passed the remainder of the day soothed with the «
libations of my great patroness, the Lady Hamilton. -

Rudely awakened by my clumsy wife tripping over my
Wedgewood Jeremiah. Arose and didst apply myself to pleas-
ures. In the evening to the James. Therein a great commo-
tion. A great machine having been placed in full view upon
the floor, a covey of Crows were to be seen hurling themselves
upwards to dizzying heights. I knew not why but soon per-
ceived the design. Those among the crew of ample proportions
didst fling up twisting and gyrating contriving, it seemed, i0
land fundamentally hoping to effect a due reduction of these
proportions. A vain endeavour, but vastly diverting. Thence
in high spirits to my chambers and so to bed. s

Up forthwith and caned my wife. Thende my coach to
the offices of the Spectator. Therein one Killjoy Ravingseum,
erstwhile copy-boy, who hath thrust himself to authority.
Didst haggle upwards of an hour concerning my stipend. This
settled (two bottles of mulled sack, daily) didst repair to the
coffee-house. Therein the great wench Grovelling Slaughter,
One heareth that she doth remain continuously within the
coffee-house and holdeth court daily. Methinks she will be
Queen Wench yet. Seeing none others but that noisy crew
lately immigrant from Forrest Campus I took my leave.

Dined alone (few share my passion for the liquid diet)
then betook myself about the grounds. Didst see a wondrous
sight. Didst espy a great lady, spade in hand, tilling our fair
soil. Rushing forthwith to lend assistance, didst come sud-
denly upon my worthy Lord Motor and a great man whom
some call by his second name which soundeth somewhat like
Dictator. Methinks he was the same who owneth the great
pipe of which I de hear much. Strangely, he didst not smoke
at all. Thereupon informed that I didst witness great things
didst lapse into hushed reverence.. Thus didst I witness the
ground breaking for the Great Hall of Science, through the
benificence of Glaucoma Steel. A most apt name metiEn
for it seemeth there is an ocular deficiency amongst our bene-
factors. Mayhap they think the Men’s House naught but a
former stable, a decayed ruin of a former age. This view doth
have some advocates among the inmates. Hence fo my rooms
and a wretched evening with my prating wife.

Up, thinking to stroll but tripped up on the fringe of my
night-shirt, a most painfull fall. At noon by coach to the
Great Hall therein to hear one Lisper, known to some as the
Dethroned Dove. A great throng within — some adults but
mostly inmates. Heard nothing of the address for thrstughous
he didst rattle a great gunny brimming with Scandinavian
coin, or so it seemed it. Therein many notables; espied one
Coop Rubes upon the dais. Methinks he best not snuff without
his filter. Went out greatly perplexed. Didst hear a factious
band whispering about one Grieving Faker. Methought they
designed to bring him here forthwith from the hinterland.
Thence to the coffee-house. Therein a spate of fresh wenches
(also Slaughter, she is never elsewhere). One Miss Will didst
undulate invitingly, didst make me long for my mouth. Espied
two rouges of the Temple Bar attendant on Slaughter buf all
the while ogling wenches. I do hear they do naught else.
Hence to Marmalade Hovel to hear the screams of the inmates
upon addressing themselves to the noon repast. A pretty
sound, and not without just cause methinks whenever I
chance to espy one of those poor unfortunates. @~ = .
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