
BOORS
THE FEMALE EUNUCH

§

jw she was and is; who she Para8*tic)- Greer, herself con- <^‘s^ust> abuse> m*sery, resent- 
was considered and is now cludes> ment’. ^ of which ,ead t0 ^P1® when her wrath
ccaisidered; and how she was “In fact> men and women reb!ibonand revolution,
and will be placed in society love differently, and much T"at 18 essentially the main 
until she is able to free herself °f tbe behavior that we °“t me of tbe book. The last
Greer logically begins her an- describe by the term is so 6 ,per ,on /evolution is in
alysis and arguments with the far from benevolence, and ,tsc“ a bne but concise sum-
issumption that, “it is im- so anti-social, that is must mary and study of the Women’s

possible to argue a case for be understood to be inimical Llberabon to date- She points
A piece of literature it is in- female liberation if there is t0 ^ essential nature of °u* f16 Ja"ous P1,^18<înCoun*
deed, with intellectual distinc- "“.“«inly about the degree lo»e. Our life style contains Zms al toe tstori™
tion, as it is also one of the °/„mfen0"»*P«- ™orc lhaM"to= than W ZZon tithta "!uW»«
newest and hottest treatise’s ? nce which “ unalterably for egotism, exploitation , 1° t witlun their
for women’s liberation in print female” (P8- 14) Her first deception, obsession and
but unlike most of the other aSSumption mad® and the dis- addiction have more place Z n ^
lifereture on women's liberation physically in us than eroticism, joy ft, f“«Tro=cü,eT which
ie. Juliet Mitchells perceptive ^ the evcr celebrated female generosity and spontaneity.” perspectives which
insight in “Women- tireLongest body. Her assumption for point (p-148) our assumptions about sonal experience like:
Revolution”-or Anne Koedft °f is “everything that Unfortunately this is what women sex, Jove .and society I cannot claim to be truly
“The Myth of Vairinal Oroa«’ W may observe could be other- “ disguised in the name of ave combined to create. emancipated from the dream 
ism”, oï even ^ MmSs WiSC’’ (p l4> W® ^ what romance. “Romance” is prob- * fstures that enormous man,
success “Sextial Politics” “The WC are’ but not what we may ably .one of the most enjoyable ward the redevelopment of _ say .six foot six, heavily
Female Eunich is much more 0r might haVe been. In and delightful chapters in the en”gy’ no lon8Çr ^ to be shouldered and so forth to
probably one of the most ner- cther words Greer is talking book, where Greer put wit used m rePression. (p.18) match, wUl crush me in his
ceptive and profound studies about conditioning, “women and perception together to con- P16 conclusion of the book tweeds, look down into my
yet to be done on wLln^ must learn how to question done and condemn the popular |s real,y only the beginning for eyes and leave the taste of

_ ' the most basic assumptions romantic novel, je. tie reader. So much left to heaven or the scorch of his
. , °r premise about feminine normality in “She felt her love rise up consider and reconsider. In such passion on my waiting Ups.-

^ EriCh; “ order to reopen the possibilities hi her like a flame. She re8p6C‘ Grueer 8Ucceeda with For three weeks I
imphcit in its t(tle-that of the for development which have felt her whole body tremble *hat 8,16 bas,caUy wanted to ried to him. (p. 180).
castrated women. Greer intel- been successively locked off with the excitement and the do* Provoke, and stimulate. Her writing is detailed, her style
lgently and perceptively traces by conditioning.” (p 14) The ecstacy of the thrill that in 7,1686 “® ** very reasons why erudite and intelligent; passion-

tv nht k ‘i°n Pr^eSS physical‘ discussion of the body attempts a féw seconds she would die book is and wUl continue ate and personal; lively and ag-
L,S.v h0 081^ y aüd S°T t0 ^w how such conditioning be his wife and belong to tobf a SU6CCSS- gressive; witty and crude. 1 kept

logically, revealing in her analy- has masked and deformed fe8 him forever.” (Barbara Greer has provided in “The a dictionary , beside me (her
hln nk^" Wthi,y WOrI!en haVC male sexuality by most obser- Cartland, “The Wings of Fe!bale Eun>ch” enough infer- vocabulary is incredible) for
mforio, Zd mSub*nissive- vers, alias the ‘bones’, ‘curvex*. Love.”) mation to supply women, men words like “vituperative”,
roles She ï^thnttandtaSeCUre <hair’ mi the wicked ‘womb’. Georgette Heyer, Barbara 311(1 die womens liberation (which in meaning she does)

“The u/hni ♦ / All of thos more acutely analy- Cartland and Lucy Walker all movement with food for thought and when she’s really angry and
censl nf 1 k k zed leads to the definition take a well deserved beating on die subject of women for at adament about making a point 
camVH nut has f6n of foday’s stereotyped women, as Greer says' about such least a decade. Scholastically she leaves all dignity behind

r •ermS , ® ‘,The stereotype is the Eternal Romantic Trash “ir her arguments and analysis are and its more like reading bits ofT'P0'"r' Femak- She is the Sexuel ZS «uT documented by two hundred sophisticated pomogra&y.
^, m which men heee com- Object sought by all men, and accomptoh ZÿZT, alfthèv ”"d ten refere"CM ™ «11. The But its all there- about wo-
u,T^ I. . f Cnergy by all women .... He, ,alue Sl° hare to coô! Idh 2 '«PC and clarity of her ideas men and about men- and its all 

■ . mto an is solely attested by the demand Cartland industry Yn test and-'arguments have been well together and thats the import-
aggrerelre conquisfetorial she excites in others." (p.58) S 1 hi !l,,bto I ’ marched and the incredible 'ant of all is the impact. Gree,
powe , reduemg all here,°- Greer goesinto a highly detailed do w toe ri&ulZ fem t amount of reading put mto this say. it herself,
mxual contact to a sado- and interesing malysis of the of mch Lrt.l * book plus the brilliance and

s* bf ,he rÆxïs
gests and advocates throughout . by a. 8t“dy of th® analyzes the perversion brought this book toeether
the book the possibilities and suppres810n and deflections of of love to hate revealed by However despite the fact that
of alternatives, to the stereo- to°Womlnhood^It ^ ^ ** {*7^* Ways women are the book leaifs heavily on out-
typed ideals of the differentia- w°manhood. It is woman’s revealed m male literature. She side data it never h™.. . ,. . 4l. J
tion between man and women 6nergy P®rverted by condition- takes a particular swat at ÎÏÏL « k a becomes is reprehensible m the denial

wirTtC^r matLm^^se^ l^t
eerm of hone that one? results in the great “psycho- dominated by war iSd the f if J random flotations ture mimogamous..... if it is
have discovered this th^ywlîl ,0gicai Sel1”’ the further con- imagery of wars, the perversion sourcesTrom' MarTwoll t^^ "diculedor reviled> i(
be able to tell the rest if the ^boning by psychologists and of loye into the prohesion of craft "A „,! .n. h"' will lia»e failed of its in-
world how and Wh.f .hay psychiatrists. hate. Her hypothesis upon the .V A prl whose spirits have tentions. Of the most success-
really want in term, of f Î This constant and continued concept of love are tantalyzina n° ■ een damped by inactivity, ful women parasites do not
changeT, ' mSn fern" Psycbolopcal and sociologS bu, ft is when she kp„«Z, llTTf “T* by find « -hen it is
respec’t Greer s book*1 is one i «onditioning leads to the bi£c« analysis of “The Mid* Class ?hTÜ ^ l r0„mP."' 2?”^ <P' 22)'
new conceptsiprovocatire'sug- «"d f-tal distortion in Myth of Lo,= and Marriage", Swlme^ ,7«. „ 7« ff ^ J® b«
gestions and for everv a woman’s life - that of love, with her ideas of the nuclear , n ’ P- 78 to a offensive and it will be ridiculed
ment laid down there is the hint Greers analysis 311(1 examin- family and security (the comer- “Discretion” Quot'd McP°Ugh’ “d re«!ed but it will dso be
nr w'l, 6 thebmt ation of the concept of love stone of such marriages) that ,fn quoted m her an' brilliant. I said at the beginning
dtemaTe “ '°n °f ” is bod, percep.iye, ^aiy! one realises ZTrinle aylfZ  ̂ Aa. Greer herself Urough, this
r- ^ . . .. and embarrassingly real She Greer is really making sense Discretion is the better part book should be added to the

a summary and eXn J* traCes “Eros" ^d its growth We.’ve all read about this great of Vakne though aJJ of her second wave of womens lib.
of foe growth of L ^ by passages from various pieces myth, talked about it and tra h P$ 3$ warm1Jas hterature- 1 disagree. It will
She does LtfhhPltT of literature through the cen- argued about it, and in one ^awbemes; eyes as cold as either stand alone as one of the
Iitnni, A b! ! m 3 turies, beginning with the cele- way or another we’ve all been t ’ the !try best of every' most promising studies to be
Sn " , d06s advocate bration } S fove to its a part o^ U Security L foe ?‘u8 °"ly WÜ1 suff,ce not done on women or it will be 

. . r vo u lon for liberation, present perversionsrof altruism dominant factor in her arcu °rher potatoes and puddings the beginning of a new wave of
tr l3nd (8acrifice of womft Z mem^m^nsecurity^nce^every- Such and foe" fS'40 womens liberation-one of bet-
starts once again from the very which becomes self-abnegating) body is insecure From thu S * / d th f,fty or more tcr understanding on the part
atsT-fo^d TT ^ ^ e«otism nardsstifb2s pofot on Te h mm m away 1° of both men and" women. It is
assessmg the definitions and Df love or love of «in u “ ,mers away the point being made and make to be read bv both since bothcomponents working together obsession, (love here is^can’t suffered8 because VfoTmat the reading of the book more man and women will learn alot
0 She "ews “ "laUonship is dually myth and insecurity - bathing ZZlÿÏÏL'Ü.t'Zw!™ Z«. “Ch 0lh"

to catch of herself. For ex-
over-

The Female Eunuch 

by Germaine Greer 

Paladin, 1971 354 pp.

comes her she screams:
“So whats the beef? Maybe 
I couldn’t make it. Maybe 
I don’t have a pretty smile, 
good teeth, nice tits, long 
legs, a cheeky arse, a sexy
voice.......Then again maybe
I m sick of the masquerade. 
I’m sick of pretendingetemal 
youth. I’m sick of helping 
my own intelligence, my 
own will, my own 
I am a woman not a cast­
rate.” (p. 61).
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