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WORK FOR THE CANADIAN CLUBS

M IJCH may reasonably be expected from the Canadian Clubs in
the figlit for "Civil Service Reform andi the Abolition of the

Patronage List." There is 'no party politics in this work and it is at
once federal and provincial.

At Ottawa, Civil, Service Reform bas commenced. On September
lst, the whole iniside service passed under the control of the permanent
Civil Service Commission. Every appointmentand promotipn since
that date bias been reviewý,ed by themi. No man or woman over thirty-
five years of age cani enter the service. The man with a "pull" lias
no easier road to a position than the man without a "pull." The
recommnie ndationi of a mnember of P'arliam-ent has no more effect than
the recommnendation of any othier good citizen. This systemi will lie
extended to the Ouitside Service as soion as the Commission mnachinery
is in good working order. -No fuirther legisiationi is required. Any
portion of it mnay lie transferred from .the old system to the new by an
Order-in-Council. Th'le great work aiong this lhue is 'to lie doue at
the provincial capîtals where the civil sérvices are*still a portion of
the party spoils. And it is here where the Canadian 'Clubs may use
their influence.

As for the "patronage hist," this evil exists at Ottawa as well as
the pTovincial centres. iMr. Brodeur is the ouly mninister, if we mistake
not, who lias appointed a general purchasing agent and announced the
abolition of the patronage list. There are over fifty cabinet ministers
in Canada wvho have not yet made the saine announcement, and here
againi is where the Canadian Clubs may beý useful. Everything which
the governiments buy shiould lie bought in the cheapest market,
whether the seller be a Liberal or a Conservative. The ýtender systemi
obtains in aIl large contracts; it is ini the --mall contracts, the day-to-
day purchases, and the "rushi" orders that patronage creeps i and
the waste of public money occurs.

The Canadian Clubs do not need to pass resolutions on these
subjects. By baving discu~ssion of thiem, they mnay greatly assist in
educating and forming public opinion. There are thousands of good
citizens who are not yet awake to these evils and the easy remedies
available. There are prejudices and habits to lie broken down. The
Canadian Clubs have a duty to perform in this respect. Next to the
press, they have becomne the chief forums for the open discussion of

ail their own text-books, scribblers, siates, pencils, drawing-books,
,writing-books, paint-boxes and other supplies, the cost was partially
borne by the taxes and partiýally by the individual purses. In the old
days a father with three chiîdren attending the public schools paid
out from'ten to fifteen dollars a year for books 'and supplies. He also
paid, say, fifteen dollars a year in school-taxes. Now his taxes ýhave
increased to twenty or twenty-five dollars a year, and lis ebjîdren get
ail their text-books and supplies free. The parent is really paying
no more than before. Indeed, the father of a large family Who is flot
a property-owvner is paying less.

Again, the schools are doing more for both parents and children
than they ever did. The kindergarten has relieved the pressure on
homes where there is a family of smiall chuldren. The manual training
and domnestie science departm-ents are doing somnetinig for the boys
and girls which gives them a better stai't in life, Surely this should
be taken iritc account. Before 1850, education was so expensive t-hat
only a few parents could afford to provide it in any considerable
degree for their children. Now every child is given fair edu-cational
equipment.

Toronto should hesitate before it allows any such reactionary
movlement to gather headway. It may lie true that too ýmuch money
îs spent in "frilis." It may lie true that tbe interference of teach.ers
in the election of members of tbe Education Board has had a tendency
to make salaries unnecessarily large. Th-ese are not a sufficient justi-
fication for abolishing- everything iii the school curriculum but reading,
writirrg and arithmnetic. TFhey do not prove that the adlvances of
recent years were uneconomnic or unwise.


