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Engine 801. -Being oîied Up at a station en route.

tltrough tue freiglit yards and hinally we were ont intu

the open country tîcar Lanibtoti. No. 8îîî took the higli-
level bridge over the Hlumber witliout a Itatse. As we
ruslied over it and 1 looked far down into the valley
where the riv er flowed peacefully, 1 coîiid flot bîelli but
sîtiver. Appreliension seized nme lest the locoînotive
sliould juitnp the track and plunge over into the depthts.
But, quick as the thouglît ttself, we were ac.ross anîd
away into wltat was to me terra incognita.

Spronle was nuw lettitg ont lus locomotive to top

speed aîîd we ivere roekitîg aiung at ,a fearfîtil rate. Tue
big cîlgine Ihîrclîed aîîd piunged, anîd at ecd fresît etirve,
of whîel there w as an alnîost conîstant 1îcesot
elntched the edge of the window the tiglîter, te) prev cnt
being thrown over agaitîst the boiler.

Now there appeared a smail flag station with diminu-
tive siding. I field mny hreath as we stmuck the points
but the track was perfect and we were oX er te switch

in safety. Tiien a erossing with ils white fenuee loomned
up. Whie we were still f ar distant, Sproule gave tÂte
crossfng whistie, two long andi two short blows in the

weird shrieking titnes of all Canadian Pacifie whistles.
Th'le firemnan grabbed the bell-rope aiîd, witli a stroîîg
pull, gave the bell enouigli swing to keep it riîgig oX er

the hall toile till we iiad crossed the rond. Next ap-
peared a gang of sectionnien, wlio scattered at our ap-
proacli and rested on their spades and picks as we tore~
past.

it was ail gioriously exhilarating. The rush uf air,
the heaiving and piuîîging and quît ering of tue linge
frtrme, the treinors that seized me as we i.areere(l arournd
curves and rattled over switclies, ail lenît spice to tlie ad-
veniture.

At Streetsville, Sproule swutig dowuî frotu tlie cal)
and wîth deft tlinîsts of tlie oil cat, fiibured up the
engine's bearings. The stop was of brief duration and 1
liad hardly tixue to stretch mny crantped lituhs 1belote we

were oùf again climbing westward towards Guelphi Jmie
tion. At Mlton, 1 overheard Sproule sny that we were
losing time steadily. I hail heen under tlie impression
that we were picking up the lost minutes and was dis-
appointed.

The first stop of any duratioti tas made at Gaît,
where 1 climbed ont and muade a snap-sliot of 8oi. Out
of Gait, once the bridge over the Grand River was

crossed, there was a heavv up-grade for soute distance
and at one point we were iiioving so slowly that it
would have been possible to kevp up witli the train goîutg
at a jog-trot alongside. At lengltiu we crossed the suin-

mit of the rising grontd, speed was crowded oui, and we
enjoyed a fast ride down grades and round etirves into
Ayr. .Froni this point a nice ran brought us into W ood-
stock, where I bade good-bve to xny hosts in the engine-
cab and clambered out craxnped and dirty.

It was alter six o'clock, and quile dark wlien 1 re-
turned to the station at Woodstock to muet 8oi liauling
No. 6 on the return trip. The train was posted twentv
minutes late and did itot pull in until nearly a quarter
to, seven., Save for the electrie head-light, whieli threw
a brilliant sheaf of light into the blackness of the night,
tlie big engine rolled on in darkness. 1 liurried down tu

the end of the platformn and clirnbed tu) into the cal),
fiading only the firemnan there, Sproule had snatclied a
moment or two to do some oiling up.

"You'll have to sit forward this trip,"~ announced the
fireruan, <'I've got to keep an eye on the liLThts."

In the dii glow front the torcl over the steain-guage
1 crawled up to, the seat hie had placed f or me, w el for-
ward between the houler and the front window. It was
desperately htot in the confined space and there tvas nou

iîng t i be sekuil 5.1X" e flint dti OU t ne of the locomtotivec
01Wv Il g 1>i1k gaitiw, tit ol i u lu hkd iît1ill

W hlel ne stat vfi, cv i-l i il-ut XX as i> ud ont1 i Il t IlV

tcain thdl vit\ eiopetd thuiti.lu. Foui tctly with the
îlXVd 1hi mtin a. I. Urit Ait ut ir ws d u "It ltl d the hwat

hated. If the rate we travelied iii the daytiiine had
~emed fast, tie vvild iglt-rttn w as aimarentlY twice as
ast. 1 w'as beitig hurled along into the black uliasin of
lie utîgrlit, wXaxij« tng itcing aiîd pouindiing fi rw ard. I
eg'alut le fel 1mow ahsoli UteiX lict~I.*55 I Xds, shitt ilto tu

arroX box, (,nle w ail of NNfiii h s a-sizi1ing bla er. 1
onidered houX Sprule coild tell wlhere lie w as, w]ietber

e ]ust trtistud to lmik anid dîuo e recklessitv ,ii. And

ver and ailon, the lire inaitn il lcap (Iowa front lits
eat atnd, fil file sw aviing cab), thruov wide the tiotr of tht.
ire-box and (lasi ili siiovelluil alter sitovellul of coali. A s
le did so, the glow Irom the raging lire would leap alp
lui, strike the liying siinuke aîîd steai in lurid patelles.
t was .111 X ry eerie anîd tlirilling. 1 ponidered liow lit tic

)f titis wild and (langerous part of railroadiiig was
ealised or coîîsidered by the tratiioad of passtitgers fi
lie coînlort abie, brig htly-ligh ted c.oachies hchjind.

At Gait, Sprouie took pity on me and ofiered nie a
place on a tool-clîest just bchuîtd luis seat, whîulî I ac-
cepted eageriy. 1 was îîow able to sec better ani it

was decidediy couler. M'leuî we iîad got tiicely statteti
froei titis stationi, wue sîîddenly ran into a dense log, ant
iîîiusiial phenioinenuix for sucli a fine day. 1 uioticed tlîat

Sproi1e did flot redîîce lis speed but kept the engine
pouitdiîi aluiîg a t top notch. It was absolutely imnpos-

sible to sec any distance ahead :the log seeînied to u )15
the beains irutu the huad-light hack upon lis.

W e ltad benî teairing along in titis way foi severai
miles when ail of a suddeii ti\. lieu rt went jîtto nîiy

ttoutlt. Sproule hiad shut off steaiti, reveise1 attd piled
oit the air Xitlî ieverish haste aiîd 8o i w as swaying andit
rocktiig wildly. Next mnomnt 1 was coiiscious ofi two

red liglîts aliead. Vie were aliniost on to thein. But our

s1teed was siackeniiîg and the daniger was over.
"iIcaX'Cils,' gaspeti Sproule, "tliat was a close silaXe.''

A lîeavy freiglit was just miakitil- the sidiiîg at Milton
aild our trainliiad ail but rai i t dowîî iii the fog.

A few miles Itirtier 0o1 we eiiierged frumn tue log itito
a briglit stýtr-liglît niglit. The ride becaiîne maifch mure
pleasant andt Sproiile took tilie itow anid theti to leaii
back and talk to me. 'flic etigilie was riiîîîîîiitg itiei

better îiow thai iii the morniitg, lie explaiiied, andi,
thîough the traitn was heavier, we would pull ini on tinte,
if ail was well.

We reaclîed lToronto .1 ttictioti actîîaily aliead of
tinte. Frotît lere tÂte mi imito the city was inost itnter-
esting, the play of liglits, the pmtssitig trains, the shtrieks
of the whistles and the t.easeiess claîg of the belis,
tnakitîg a cotnlinatioîi of siglîts and. sotinids of a iost
itnpre-ssive eliaracter. ILuckiivy we Xvere not field up fin
the~ yards and the stationi signais gave is direct entry
tu track NO. 2 kit the 'Union Station. Witlî bell riiuritg,

protidly and escape spluttering noisily , 8i steautedl down
alongside the piatforni, its day's work done. Once more

I I>ade niy hosts good-bye, amni, mnigu fi the crowd

of arriving paLssengers left the station.

M. 1

-rhe mien who look after the lies and rails, and keep the road-bed
in perfect condition. On their daily faithfulness the

safety of many lives depends.


