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Ll HOW:. T O SERFEE

By S. N.

66 E who would excel as a tennis
H player must learn to serve.”
That is the secret of tennis—
the keystone of a successful player’s
career. Service! service! And what
does service comprise? It is the
transmutation inte profound and well-
ordered and sequential activity the
thorough and concise grasp of scien-
tific application of motion to the ball.
The really successful player must pos-
sess an unerring eye for position and
angle, his touch must be strong and
comprehensive yet delicate withal, so
that the “smashing” volley and the
disconcerting “lob” are well within the
category of every stroke. Indeed, a
strong, fast service is absolutely essen-
tial if the player aspires to anything
above the country house game, which
is invariably characterized by unre-
lieved tameness and sameness re-
plenished at times by a smashing ser-
vice or attempt at a lob, which is more
often than not successful solely on
account of its audacity and innovation-
rather than any inherent attempt at
a suitable tour de force.

All service should be heavily “cut”
if it is to prove effective in breaking
down an opponent’s play. Indeed, it
is quite as essential as a strong, fast
service. Yet a strong, fast service,
combined with all the tricky appur-
tenances of the game, the “lift” and
the “top” and those sundry charac-
teristics which spell personality and
success, have been known on more
than one auspicious occasion to meet
with abject failure solely because the
server has signally failed to measure
the calibre of his opponent’s play. In-
deed, as far as sympathy between

_players (best exemplified by the bro-

thers Renshaw), and the understand-
ing of one’s adversary are concerned,
they are attributes only to be acquired
on the actual court, and are far from
being acquired by any amount of dis-
cussion or teaching. :

ACE always tells in tennis. 1t is
direct expression of the per-
sonality of the player—a remark

best illustrated by a study of the
methods of the Renshaws, who practi-
cally revolutionized the game in the
years 1888-90. Pace entails the high
overhand service—play common to all
ranks of players nowadays. Without
the high overhand service and its at-
tendant “lob” variations, tennis de-
generates to a mere game'of shuttle-
cock. In this respect British Dlayers
excel, for the American service is
generally “slower,” but often it be-
corpes more deadly by reason of the
formidable “cut,” which causes the
ball to actually “swerve” in the air
and to “drag” or rebound slow from
the ground. This twin effect has a
distinct advantage. The play is
earnestly cultivated in high quarters
even by players who are opposed to
the smashing volley game, since it
gives the server more time in which
to follow up his serve by running into
a position approximately close to the
net from which he can then develop
the “smashing” game.

In both games (the singles and the
doubles) all players aim, or should do,
to get within a yard or two of the net
as soon as possible. Thence develops
the smashing volley so fatal yet so
geldom seen at othe}' than classical
events. The player should seek to get
comparatively close to the net whether
gerving or receiving the serve, the ob-
ject, in all cases, being to volley be-
fore the gravitational pull on the ball
pecomes apparent. That this is the
correct and only play can be adjudged
from the fact that if the rest happens
beyond a stroke or two, most players,
even inferior ones (they are acting
unconsciously) will be found to have
drawn into the net. At least this is’
mostly so. An examination of players
positions in eight games out of ten
will clearly bear out this point. It is
one well worthy of study. For some,
the service lines possess a fatal at-

on.
m;?g the volley pure and simple is
put the prelude to still deadlier play.

DOUST

Rapid and low volleying, clearing the
net maybe by but an inch or two, can
always be met by players who take
the trouble to practise the art. It is
when the volleying becomes varied by
the attempt on the part of one player
to place the ball out of reach of the
other, that the science of it all be-
comes apparent. This “lobbying,” as
it is termed, calls for the greatest skill
and judgment. It is the high over-
hand play combined with the “lift” or
“top,” placing the ball behind one’s
adversary and well at the back of the
court, which is so disconcerting to fol-
low, and has given many a pretty coup
de grace to an otherwise evenly
divided bout of volleying. Good
“lobbing” is difficult—at least it would
appear so from the attempts one often
sees in the great majority of games.
Unless judgment drawn to a fine art
accompanies the swing of the racket,
and the eye never removed from the
ball even for the thousandth part of
a second, the “lob” will send the ball
out of court or else just drop it short
enough to permit the opposing player
to kill it by playing a smashing volley.
It is essential that the racket does not
betray the intention to play a “lob.”
This defeats the whole object and per-
mits the opponent to correct his posi-
tion—that is, should it prove or be
thought necessary.

SO long as length is good no other
defect in the service is developed,
the higher the “lob” the better. In
meeting a return “lob” the player
should get it before the drop if pos-
sible, for if it drops before pbeing re-
turned, then the striker is permitted
S0 much grace in which to gain a
favourable position, determined by the
characteristics of the particular game,
from which he will be able to kill the
return with almost a dead certainty.
But the whole problem is altered if
the high overhand be returned with a
nice, well-calculated and equally good
and high lob which will place the ball
rebounding from the ground within a
foot or two of the opposing base line.
Yet, as evinced from the great mass of
amateur play, it is not a favoured
stroke. For the average player, who
bractises, in my opinion, too little and
With even less zest, it is a stroke that
is beyond the range of everyday play,
requiring as it does rare skill of hand
and eye, lightning calculation, and the
utmost accuracy of well-played
strength to accomplish with anything
like safety.

In all play, the primal object should
be to serve and return the serve as to
permit of gaining a favourable position
Within a yard or so of the net and to
S0 regulate pace as to drive one’s ad-
versary into a least favourable one—
that is, away from the net toward the
base line; and from that initial advan-
tage, the Successful player can, given
other things equal, severely punish his
opponent by suddenly reverting to the
Smashing volley, which so invariably
wins, The Smash stroke is really
essential to win, The game thus re-
solves itself into three parts. 1. The
endeavour on the part of one player
to secure the more favourable posi-

2. The following up with the
smash volley. 8. The success of the
smash stroke or g win by means of
%1 0,vt!r;a,l’l-directed and judiciously placed

A good player invariably takes his
chances overhang. Yet few, indeed,
can hope to win Wwithout resorting at
times to good overhead play. The
hurtling, blustering, masterful smash
stroke is similarly playeq to the over-
head, with the exception, however,
that the position from which it is
played has no definitely fixed distance
from the net. It requires instinctive
judgment and absolute mathematical
precision, and its play is always in
direct relation to the sidelines and less
proportionately to the net. The eye
must never be removed from the ball
—otherwise the player loses that in-
stantaneous perception of speed and
the correlative quality of judgment so
essential for a return smash at greater

pace which, with proper skill, places
the ball outside the reach of his op-
ponent’s racket.

As billiard players find the “screw”
of such utility, so tennis players must
cultivate the “spin,” which is accom-
plished by a slight and almost imper-
ceptible movement of the wrist, which
draws the racket at the moment of im-
pact across the ball. Indeed, by care-
ful and incessant practice it is pos-
sible to govern every spin of the ball,
its direction and even its rotating
swiftness—the ball being made by this
means to break either to th right or
to the left in the opposing “Court, or
even to develop an aerial swerve which
is most disconcerting to definitely
adjudge and properly meet so that the
return shall be as deadly as the ser-
vice.

When the spin is a vertical one in
the same direction as the flight, the
“top” or “lift” it develops causes a
quick plunge to the opposing court or
an unexpected curve, according to the
blayer’s intention. It is the most
dangerous when the player’s opponent
is nearer the service end than the net,
for then the latter has a comparatively
long distance to travel to effect return.
Therefore, it is good play to give the
ball “top,” which shall send it plunging
direct to the ground near the net after
having driven your .opponent toward
the base of the court. ;

Another point which makes the
“lift” such a favourite spin is that a
ball with a well administered *top™
and plenty of it can be hit harder and
with impunity as far as driving it out
of court is concerned. If your op-
ponent is near the net this stroke is
a useful one to win by, since it places
the ball at the back of the court and,

in most cases, far beyond the risk of
return.

IN ordinary tennis the real smashing
game combined with the high “lob”
is distinctively conspicuous by its
absence. Indeed, the volley has
proved itself a hard task for the
average player. Players of moderate
capacity invariably interpret the game

as taking the ball on the rebound, then

confining their activity to a side-line
or across-the-court return, usually at
the same pace. Even though by these
means the ball may be cunningly
dropped beyond the reach of one’s
opponent, it is more by 'luck and
chance, and bad play on the opposite
side of the court than by any real ap-
preciation of the science of the game,
and an intelligent interpretation of its
finer phases. It is never by these
means that the Wimbledon stroke is
introduced.

My concluding advice is to aim at
forcing your adversary to the back of
the court, which can always be done
by a few judiciously played balls
either near the side-line or the service
line, and then to kill his return with
a smashing series of volleys from a
position comparatively near the net—
or as near the net as prudence dic-
tates. On the other hand, to meet and
defeat a stiff bout of volleying resort
to a high “lob.” But unless this is
skilfully and intelligently interpreted,
it is usually ineffective. Neither a
strong hack play nor smashing tactics
can, however, be employed to the ex-
clusion of others. The ideal game is
a fusion of the two.

Getting Even.—Apropos of foreign
honesty, Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler
tells this story:

“On a foreign railroad,” he said, “a
commuter had a row with the con-
ductor. At the end of the row the
commuter turned to a friend and said:

“‘Well, the P. D. R. will never see
another cent of my money after this.’

“The conductor, who was departing,
looked back and snarled:

“‘What’ll you do? Walk?

“‘Oh, no,’ said the commuter, ‘I'll
stop buying tickets and pay my fare
to you.’”—Philadelphia Public Led-
ger.

® »

Explained.—Suffragettes complain
that when one of their number was
recently arrested in London her cloth-
‘ng was partially torn off by the po-
lice in the struggle. Now we begin
to understand why they call the Lon-
don policemen “peelers.”
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EASY FOR THE
HOUSEWIFE

No more climbing on chairs
and ladd rs and getting down
on knees if you use an

OCdarMop

Try one and you will never
again be without one. Keeps
your hardwood floors in fine
condition the whole time. Buy
from your dealer.

Channell Chemical Co., Ltd.

369 Sorauren Avenue, Toronto

Exclusive Territory Now Being Allotted

for Little Giant Lift and Force
Pump. Only thing of its kind, it
has free field wherever there's
plumbing, Removesall stoppages
in pipes, saves plumbers’ bills,
prevents noxious gases, Every-
4 one wants it, everyone can af-
ford it, everyone can operate it.
i} Asstrong in business world as
Y among homes, Selling at top
speed. 50,000 already in use. I can grant you ab-
solute monoply and fix you for life, if you are the
right man,

J.E. KENNEDY, Dept. K. 30 E. 42nd St., New York City

DO YOU?

Do you wish to use words with a cor-
[ rect understanding of their proper use
0f in conversation or in writing > Just
¢ send for “A Desk Book of Errors
ourse in English,” by Frank H. Vizetelly.
You Price, $1.00 postpaid.

Do! NORMAN RICHARDSON,
12 E. Wellington St., - Toronto

DO IT NOW!

Schools and Colleges

Royal
Victoria
College

McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

For Resident und Day Students.

Students prepared for degrees
in Arts, Pure Science and Music.
Scholarships are awarded an-
nually. For all information
apply to the Warden.

The. Arts Course may
be taken by correspon-
dence, but students
desiring to graduate
must attend one
session.

QUEEN’S
UNIVERSITY

KINGSTON, ONTARIO

ARTS APPLIED ISS;'IEN(:E
EDUCATION Including
MEDICINE ENGINEERING

SUMMER SCHOOL

JULY and AUGUST 22
G. Y. CHOWN, Registrar, Kingston, Ont,




