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The Battle of Liege

A Modern Example of the Old-Time Story of David and Goliath

OST surprising of the events which have
marked the first week of the general Euro-
e bean conflagration is the campaign in Bel-
glum. No one but the military experts anticipated
a German invasion of the little kingdom which lies
on the northern boundary of France. In August,
1870.‘ When Germany invaded France, all the German
armies entered France, between Luxembourg on the
north and the Swiss boundary on the south. In those
days Alsace and Lorraine were French provinces,
?I?d Strassburg was the chief French fortress. After
e fall of Strassburg, which held out for several
months, the end was in sight. Alsace and Lorraine
Passed to Germany, and the French boundary was
Eushed Westward. During the. forty-four years that
S?e‘;ed.elaDSed since these events, France has been
bounély and persistently fortifying this new
Verd ary. To-day, a chain of forts extends from
tainsun and Nancy on the north to the Ju_ra Moun-
o 01;1 the border between France and Switzerland.
B 10, aln of fortifications explains the campaign.
elglum, being neutral, with its

later on, it has gained nothing in prestige from this
defeat. :
Belgian valour may have saved the French._ .l‘he
German advance guard has been checked at Liege,
and will again be checked at Namur, which is only
a few miles to the southwest, and which is also
strongly fortified. Before the German troops reach
Namur, a huge French and British force will be on
Belgian soil. The British are reported to have
landed at Dunkirk, which is only about one hundred
and forty miles from Namur and Liege. Even before
the British troops had landed on the French coast,
French cavalry were reported in the neighbourhood
of Liege. When the second battle of the_ War occurs
the finest generals of the French and British armies
will be present to give advice and assistance. The
army of eight hundred thousand men, under the
command of the belligerent Cr(;)wn Prince of Ger-
rill find its task increased.
ma\tll\}'{ferher or not it will be able to push back the
defenders to the French boundary depends largely

harbour and district in China, covering about 200
square miles, which was leased from China for
ninety-nine years in March, 1898. Kaiser Wilhelms-
land comprises part of southeast New Guinea, and
comprises seventy thousand miles. The other pos-
sessions include the Bismarck Archipelago, the Solo-
mon Islands; Caroline, Pelew and Marianne Islands;
Marshall Islands; and the Samoan Islands.

The question now arises, “Who will get the Ger-
man possessions if Germany is vanquished in war?”’
Great Britain is almost the only power in a position
to send expeditions to take possession of these Ger-
man colonies. Therefore, the burden of taking pos-
session of these territories will fall upon the British
Empire. When the final treaty is prepared, the ques-
tion must be considered and answered.

It is probable that Germany will make a strong
effort to retain them, as the loss of them would put
an end to the dream of Germany as a world-wide
power. And with an end to such a dream Germany
would sink to the level of a Spain, her people half-

hearted and slow of pride. And if she

does the world will reflect that she

gilvl:rality guaranteed by the great =
€rs of Europe, had no line of fortifi-

brought it on herself.

;Z??élspal(_)ng its German boundary. To
fortific ?.TIS_ Wwithout crossing the French
many ta lons, it was necessary for Ger-
send ho Violate Belgian neutrality, and
Sedan er quumns from Cologne to
ently t‘}’lla Liege and Namur. Appar-
gium, Witeh Germans believed that Bel-
"egllliars its puny little army of 40,000
e Pesistand ancient forts, would offer
any sa‘ance" The egotism of Ger-
the Belg? only a pleasant march across
and Ly ag Drovmce:s of Liege, Namur
Dosition i’:llg{)utll‘lg, without serious op-
French foriic € invaders reached the
ever g 3
hilee . 8reat power met with a
ongeiglsl‘gppqmtment Germany met with
ances of elgll}m. Backed up by assur-
Great Br_tass1s‘tar_1(3es from France and
troops go 3 King Albert ordered his
their ap; efend Liege to the best of
Rohon Y. The result gives Belgium
Modery nrefl blace in the history of
Nothing auons._ Nothing more heroic,
daring hmore skilful, and nothing more
€en seen in military war-
f Liege bnt times than the defence
only qiq tl;y _General Leaman. Not
Shock tl? little force withstand the
B huge advance guard of
da’Page thataTmY, but it inflicted such
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ed. For more than three
npluc_ky Belgians held the
Vineible troops at bay. So - GE
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TakinEMulhausen

ON July 15th, 1870, Napoleon III. of
France declared war on Germany.
By the end of July, Germany had
massed half a million soldiers on the
French frontier. The first fight was at
Weissenburg, on August 4th—the same
date as forty-four years later, Germany
declared war on France, Belgium and
Great Britain. On October 27th, 100,000

French capitulated at Metz. On
January 28th, 1871, Paris was sur-
rendered. On May 10th, peace was

signed and Alsace-Lorraine passed un-
der the German flag.

Mulhausen, with an umlaut on the
u, is the chief town in southern Alsace,
near the French and Swiss borders.
When it was a French town, before
1871, it was the site of a French mili-
tary training school and had a strongly
fortified castle. When the Germans
took it over they continued the school
as a training place for cadets. The
garrison numbered about twelve thou-
sand.

Eager to recover Alsace, a French
army entered that province at Altkirch,
seventeen miles west of Basle. That
was on Friday the 7th. On Saturday a
forced march against Mulhausen,
eighteen miles away, was undertaken.
The pace and the fighting are said to
have been terrific. The final assault on

ed to ask f isti
ng or an armistice
Which they might bury their |

the fortifications was keen but appar

ently the Germans intended to make

AN offi s

Xi&r ffig;alc :t?te‘ment by the Belgian
nat; ntains th ing illu-
: ating comment : e following illu

% yU:Lx:ly days our little army by
flc the Courage rendered highly valuable ser-
,oTceq mar rench army, which for some days under
tod noy oeh has been hurrying to our assistance
teffgltory. Cupies a considerable portion of our
ung
;‘;red_ ri‘li of German prisoners have been cap-
: the erme are chiefly cavalrymen. The spirit
Qpl’ﬂar o b a0 soldiers lacks enthusiasm. They
ery Ndey © fighting lethargically, while their offi-
ap YOUr to pass themselves off as French-

Ug
M m}flcge%ended upon this first engagement, as
sin the Nor:i?ends upon the first engagement in
e, C8 the S Sea, for it is more than forty years
& ed o % €S of the great powers of Europe were
heltllatter of t;ctllal conflict. Everything is largely
meter o €ory. - Whether German methods are
Wthods iy an"ench methods or better than British
Yot particula undecided point. Each army has its
Biy 0 he testgds‘ys'tems and theories. These have
Sunm' 9 whogy’ but, apparently, doughty little Bel-
s“rﬁg, Ineti ilitary prowess no one has ever
It Beient to h 10 ds and systems which were quite
armelgiu canOd the powerful Germans in check.
Wwh ¥, What . make such a showing of the German
e Con:n'the French and British armies do
°Ila.b1e into conflict with the German hosts?
€ 10 suppose that French and British
mop:?, less effective in the field than the
Conclays: While it is not safe to draw a
Gopy CTeaft o Slon from this first battle, most of us
gy Syst have less fear of the much-vaunted
®M of training. The great machine
% ff‘lDDosed to be invincible has broken
ISt encounter. While it may do better

The only serious fighting during the fir
neighbourhood of Liege.
who fought valiantly. T

FIRST ENGAGEMENT OF THE WAR.

t battle is expected at Namur,
& n;iltlsh are concentrating.

If the other German abrlmi(tes
i 1 rench frontier are not able to
?i;?isszxrxlxge‘:llt)x?;lnct: eug(‘m French territory the great
bulk of the British and French forces will be throwin
into southwestern Belgium. If the Germanhﬁeet i
driven back through the North Sea, undgr 5 edglﬁl:
of Wilhelmshaven and Cuxhaven and I_{‘ehgo and, the
German army in the field will be fighting m'd'espe”:i
tion rather than in conﬁdence,'while the Bn.tlsh an
French will go forward in a spirit of exultation.

upon events elsewhere.

The German Colonies

ionorance as to the extent of the
Ol\ései'l’ilgﬁﬁgﬁ)lgiégnprevails in the English world,

t the German possessions overseas are very

y!'eve Roughly speaking, their area is equal
?c})(tgﬁ(sa}thi'rd of the area of the Dominion o.f Canada,
the official figures beiréiu%?;l,:GOt;giut%ﬁ’ rr;x:;.l . Tg:
e . I;(k)l?asepsrsggriljc:s of Manhitoba, Saskatchewan,
I:{IJgeeﬂ:.Sand British Columbia combined. The total
white population is only a little over twenty-two
thousand, but the native population is placed at
eleveit‘n}'lé;loraermany has four fairly large posses-
A e has 33,700 square miles; Kamerun has
ii)olnls?;o s(()liare miles; German South West Afr}ca
has’ 322,450 square miles; and German East Af‘nca
S are miles. Of course, these possessions
gig’lglloofsq:uitable for residence by people from
Northern climates, nevertheless, they are of con-
i i lue.
Sl(}er?;?a pgltznggn‘n’:n possessions are smaller, but
str:tegica,lly of greater value. Kia-Chau is a town

st week of the war (4th t% 1b1tht)hwaBs l'nl the
uard was checke y e Belgians,
The e where the French and

their first decided stand at Strass-
burg. The result was the French oc-
cupation of the key to southwest Ger-
many.

EACH FOR ALL, AND ALL FOR EACH.

John Redmond electrified the House last week by saying

that the British Government could withdraw every sol-

dier from lIreland, for Nationalists and Unionists would

unite to guard her shores. He is seen here leaving

Buckingham Palace. On the left is his co-worker, John
Dillon, M.P.




