
CANADlA7N COURIER

Th e B a t i1e o f Liege
A Modern Example of the Old- Time S tory of David and Goliath

M OST &urprisîng of the events wich avemarked the first week of the general Euro-
,upean conflagration is the campaign in Bel-
gu.No crie but the military experts anticipated

a German Invasion of the littie kingdom which lies
On the northern boundary of France. In August,
1870, when Germiany invaded France, ail the German
armies entered France, between Luxembourg on tbe
no0rth and the Swiss boundary on the soutb. In tbose
days Alsace and Lorraine were French provinces,
and Strassburg was the cbief French fortress. After
the taîl of Strassburg, wbich beld out for several
montha, the end was in sight. Alsace and Lorraine
Paissed to Germnany, and the French boundary was
Pusbed westward. During tbe forty-four years that
haive elapsed since these events, France bas been
stad= and Persisten<tly fortifying this ne

bonaY. To-day, a chain of forts extends from.
Verd.un and Nancy on the north to the Jura Moun-
tains on the border between France and Switzerland.
That chain Of fortifications explains tbe campaign.

Be1glurn belng neutral, with its
"l'uralitY guaranteed by the great
POwers Of Europe, bad no fine of fortifi -___
eations along fts, German boundary. To
116t t0 Paris wlthout crossing the French
fortlfjcatious& It Was neces8ary for Ger-
""aY to violate Belgian neutralîty, and
8end ber cOluMna from Cologne t0
8edan 'via Liege and Namur. Appar-
ently, tbe Germans believed tbat Bel-
giunD' wîth its PunY lîttie army of 40,000

reuasand an1cient forts, would offer
110 r«eýtace, The egotlsm of Ge- le
mayswOlyaesn arc crs

the Belgian provinces Of Liege, Namur F
an u bue without serions op-

F 011ný UIil theý invaders reacbed the

a great power met with a
[PPOintment Germany met with
ýlin* Backed np by assur-
assistances froma France and
tain, Ring Albert ordered bis
defen<j Liege to the best of
WtY The resuit gives Belglnm
red Place In the history <of
attion8. Nothlng more herolc,
lore tikilfl, and nothlng more
s5 been seen in mîltary war-
'cenlt fîmes than the defence
tby General Leaman. Not
the little force wltbstand tbe
the linge advance guard of

811 armY, but It ifilcted such
hat the lnvading hosts were
dlayed, For more than three

Dlucky Belgians held the
invincilble troops at bay. So
.the slaughter that thie Ger-
~led to ask for an armistice

hilCh they might bury their

iý1 statement by the BeIlan
ýe ~cO1tans the following Ilîn-
comment:
l ..... aqy u iti ryb

courage rendered highly valuable ser-
'ench armxy, whlch for some days, under

bar, been hurryîng to our assistance
ilpies a considerable portion of 'Our

Of Germa~ nPrisoners have been cap-
1,~e chiefiy cavaîrynien. The spirit

111 Soldiers lacks enthuslasm. They
fi&htlng letharglcaliy, whIle their offi-

lUr to Pa9ss themselves off as French-

l1ded upon this flrst engagement, as
deIPends Upon the first engagement in
"th1 Sea, for it le more Man forty years
des or the great powers of Europe were
aCt1u31 confliet. Everything is largely21eory. Whether German xnethods are
P'rnch mnethods or botter than British
11 II111(ecI Point. Each army has its

later on, it has gained nothing in prestige fromn this
defeat.

Belgian valour may have saved the French. The
German advance guard bas been checked at Liege,
and wlll again be checked at Namur, which is only
a few miles to tbe southwest, and wblcb is also
strongly fortified. Before tbe German troops reach
Namur, a bunge Frencb and British force will bie on
Belgian soU. The British are reported to have
landed at Dunkirk, wbich Is only about one hundred
and forty miles from Namur and Liege. Even before
the British troops bad landed on the French coast,
French cavalry were reported ln the neighbourbood
of Liege. Wben the second battie of the war occurs
the finest generals of the French and British armiles
will be present to give advice and assistance. The
army of eigbt hundred tbousand men, under the
command of the belligerent Crown Prince of Ger-
many, will flnd its task increased.

Wbetber or flot It will be able to push back the
defenders to the French boundary depends -largely

FIR ST ENGAGEMENT 0F THE WAR.
The only serfous fightlflg durig the first week of the war (4th to llth) was In the
neighbourhood of Llegqe. The Germian adYfince guard was checked by the Belgians,
who, fought vallantly, The next battie la expected at Namur, where the French and

upon events elsewhrlere. If the other Germian armiles
pressing upon the Frenchl frontier are flot able f0

find an entralce np0oi French terrltory the great
bulk o! the British and French forces wlll be thrown
Into jsouthwesterfl felgilm. If the German fleet 15
driven back throngh the North Sea, under the guns
o!,Wlhelmshavenl and Cuxhaven and Hoeligoland, the
Germnan army in the field wlll be fightlng in despera-
tion rather than in confidence, while the British andi
French wlll go forward in a spirit of exultation.

The German Colonies

harbour and district in China, covering about 200
square miles, wbicli was leased from China for
ninety-nine years in March, 1898. Kaiser Wilhelms-
]and comprises part of southeasit New Guinea, andl
comprises seventy thousand miles. The other pos-
sessions lnclude the Bismarckt Archipelago, the Solo-
mon Islands; Carioline, Pelew and Marianne Islands,
Marsall Islands; and the Samoan Islands.

The question now arises, "Who will get the Ger-
man possessions If Germany is vanquished ln war?"
Great Britain is abnost the only power in a position
to send expeditions to take possession of these Ger-
man colonies. Therefore, the burden o! taking pos-
session of these territories will fali upon the British
Empire. Wben tbe final treaty is prepared, the ques-
tion must bie considered and answered.

It is probable that Germany will make a strong
effort to retain them, as the loss of tbem would put
an end to the dream of Germany as a world-wide
power. And with an end to such a ýdreamn Germany
would sink to the level of a Spain, bier people haîf-

hearted and slow of pride. And if sheIldoes the world will refiect tbat &she
brought it on berself.

Taking Muihausen
O N July l5th, 1870, Napoleon III. of

France declared war on Germany.
By the end of July, Germany bad

massed haîf a million soldiers on the
Frenchi frontier. The flrst figbt was, at
Weissenburg, on August 4th-the samne
date as forty-four years later, Qermany
declared war on France, Belgium and
Great Britain. On October 27tb, 100,000
Frenchi capltulated at Metz. On
January 28th, 1871, Paris was sur-
rendered. On May 1Oth, peace was
signed and Alsace-Lorraine passed un-
der the Germait fiag.

Mulhausen, witb an umlaut on the
u, is the chief towii In soutbern Alsace,
near the French and Swlss borders.
When it was a French town, before
1871, It was the site o! a French mili-
tary training school and bad a strongly
for'tifled castle. When the Germans
took it over they contlnued the school
as a traing place for cadets. The
garrison num~bered about twelve thon-
sand.

Eager to recover Alsace, a French
army entered that province at Altkircb,
seventeen miles West o! Bâsle. Tbat
was on Frlday -the 7th. On Satnrday a
forced marôh' agalnst Muihauseni,
eighteen miles away, was undertaken.
T4e pace andý the fightlng are sald to
have been terrifie. The final assanit on
tihe fortifications was keen but appar,
ently the Germans intended to make
their lirst declded stand at Strass-
burg. The result was the French c-
cupationý o! the key to southwest Ger-
many.
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dter. While it May do better strategic

salons are smaller, but
1. Kia-Chau is a town

Redmonid electrtfied the I-buse last week by saying
the Brltlsh Government could wlthdraw every soi-
'rom Ireland, for Nationaistas and Unioniats would
to Otiard her shores. Me la seen fiere leaving

ngham Palace. On the Ieft fa fils co-worker, John
Dillon, M.P.


