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claws, lie paid no attention to Taras
explosive squeal. Hie one fierce purpose
was té reacli the prey lie was fondest
of killing.

-As the tiger struck the mahout jerked
up bis lean legs, and planting tliem be-
hind Taré~ ears, thrust himself violently
baokward. -Mi% Brook was leaning for-
ward, and lie received the mahout in
the pit of the stomachb. Over they both
went and down, and off went Taj, stam-

(Douglas clung to the -pope girtlis, snd
the man-etter lay acrose Taj's face, bis
huge fore-legs reachfng up and embrac-
ipg the neek of the elephant in a cruel
grip. Hie eyes blazed at the boy; the
wet, black lips drew farther back, ex-
posing every broad tootti, snd enaris
rattled in bis throat. 'Eût for a momeut
th~e beast chung ipotionless, haif diverted
frora his purpose by the blind panie of1
Taj.

heard a guttural roar tluit killed the
report of the rifle, snd a great dizzinesa
seized bim

(By and by things began te st raighten
out, and lhe picked himseif up from the
chxnp of mangl"d ferns timit lid broken
bis fail. Taj lied not stopped for him,
but tlie xan-eater had-. He lay ini ait
bis brightaiess, desd as any tiger must
be wlio hua the9 top of bis wicked liead
blown off.. lie ooked bigg<er bha.n ever,

deniably liarmesa aslie was, Douglas
circled hlm with eircumspection as lie
took the weil-xnarked trah~ back to te
elephaeUn ie.

'As it happened, titis was the only
tiger killed on the hunt. The flerce
female broke tlirougli the Uninl spite
of a volley of bullets, and the raja, who
was somet<hing of a flatterer, remarked
tliat it was a pity there was flot au
American boy on each of bis elephants.
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The youngest volunteer of lte BritiihArmy in France. Thougit only eventeen years Old, ho hasgone through the whole campaign and what in even more remaxkable is the fact that he in as yet
unacathed by the marks of war.

Feathery bamnboos cracked like dry
reeds, and tougli vines snapped acres&
Taj's ehest. RIe rolled along like a ship
in a sea, smashing through evcrything
in'his pathb. Douglas lay flat on the pad,
hutggfing it with kn ees and elbows, an~d
tbe breech of his rifle bit into bis shoul-
der. H'e was haif sick witl theI motion
and the fetid odlor of the nman-eat<er's
breath and every inhofhmwscd
with fear. ctf1d ascl

For flfty yards or so Taj was thie
onl3l onie of the tlîree that movedl. Tien
thie tiger'begail to strain, tbrnsting lis
litge liead torward, anid Douglas saw
tbat the beast wvas drawing eloser to
him. lie feit for his rifle and began to
d155w it slowrlv from mier Mlin. The
butt cleared blis shioilhhr jiîst as. the
tiger, bv a streng tliriist witlt ]lis lîind
legs, fOrced bis brcae-st above Taj's fore-
bead. Thec muzzle of t1ue -lin as not
monre thiam a foot frein the fuirrom-ed,,
snarling face.

Douglas did not trv to right the gunq
or even put it to lis shouIder. iTe knew
that the bullet miust hit the tiger sonie-
where and lie pulled the trigger. lHe

As for Taj, lie was captured wlien lie
had run himself out, and put to work
ln the government teak yards, wlere lie
led a useful if unexciting life.

AnAtlanta merchant liad frequent
ocainto rebuke Ike, his diirkey porl<r,

for ]lis tardiness in report ing in the momi--
mng.

"You're two hours late," exclain-ed his
employer one morning. "This îort of
t hing must stop, otherwise I'm going to fire
v ou. Understand now?"
,"'Deed, M1%istah Edward, replied Ikze,
it. was dis er way; it wa'nt mali fault dis

er tne, honest. 1 was kikked by a mule-
yes,' sir, I was, honest. Kicked by a
mulle."'

Wýell, even if that was so it wouldn't de-. y voit two hours. You'il have to think-
of a better excuse than that flua tixue,
that's sure."

Ikze looked worried but continued with
his excuse. "Mistah Edward," he said sol-
emnlv, "it miglit have been ail riglit if dat
air muýle kicked me lu dis direction, but he
didn't do dat. He done kicked me de
other way."
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