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*T was ou the edge of dark, and wvhich nais floatino' tbrough this Est
as Hugli Wendover toiled along African town, it was important that lie
the lanes of loose sand, which "should get to Engiand with haste. Whllen
do duty for stroots at'Beira, the policeman turned to give(Ilhe auswer
lie was aware that someone to his question -lie hiad already decided

vaà following him. He wondered idly that at ail costs lie would flot barrender
Who it couid ho, and as the darkness his froodom.
camle on apace, hie was, coflscious of a "éSenor Hatzoid, lie say dwo yoars ago.
littie prickliig about bis spine. Newly He neyer seo yyii silice."an-ived from Rbodesia, and meaning "No, 1 daresay not, and you can tel
WtJin the next few hours to take the bim fron me that le's the most infernal
uaiiboat hiomewatd bound for Engiand, liar, like most of the breed lie cornes
ho knew no one at Bira, who was likoîy from"
to be intrested in his movements, and The German fipped an oath, and took
was the more inystifiod hat aflyofle a step forward, as if ho meant business,
Whould shadow bis stops. He passed the but as Wendover rose front the table,
open front of a lighted cafe, and when bie ov-idntly changed bhis mind; and said
safe i the sliadows on the furthor aide, something in Portuguese to the police-
ho iooked back over lis shoulder. The vaan who again 8poke.
mnan w-ho was following him was dressed "You viii corne-a vid me, senor."
in uuiform, and just behind bim there_ "No,' answrred Wendover, aud spraug
was ýanother man in white ducks, and
wearing a aun helmet.

Hlugli Weudover considered the pair as
they waddied through tbe soft sand, tben
mitterçd te hiniseif:

"Tbis tls getting interesting. I won-
der what their gume is.?"~
-In order to flnd an answer to the

question, -lie turned bac-k, passed the man,-
ia uniform, and seated hirnself at one
of the cafo tables. Quite cooly lie calied
for. a drink, lighted a cigarette, avd thon
examined tbe two men in the sandy
street. Tbe man in uniform ho easily
idontified as a Portuguese policeman,
whist tho othor man wbo had now
joinod him, s.eemed vaguely faniiar te
bis mi, though lis identity eluded him.
Tbe two stood in earnest confabulation,
glancing in bis direction from time to
time, and Wendover watcbed -the mail in
wbite ducks, searcbing bhis own memory
for the dlue which persistently evaded
h4m. Thon sud.denly he remembered and
laugbed.

"The fat German at Mozambiquo!"
lis mind traveiod backward two years.

Ho was standing outside a shop, iookiug
at tbe Birmingham-made curies, iMOIS,
knivos and wbat-not whiobh ittered tho
window, wbeu out of an alley by the
side of the ghop, bad broken a small
Ùigro -boy, yelptng with terrer. Curions
to know the caude of the boy's frigbt,fio
had looked up the alley to see a big, fat
Teuton in pursuit, sjambok in hand. It
had beon the work of a second to thrust
eut a gaitored leg, and tbie Teuton's
discomnfiture had beon complete. As the
Grman bad picked bimself up, bee had
looked -around to meet Wendover's smil-
ing eyes.

"Cott!" h lie a& cried, "Gott!" and'
thon made for rWendover with tbe sjam-

The scelle that foliowed bad beon a
< pajfu1on-for the German, and it hsd

Q ~~ed with the latter lying in the gar-
bage of the street, writhing with the
pain that a wbip 'of rhino-bide can
infliet.

And now? Wendover saw sornetbing
pass from the German's band to the
policeman, and the latter nodded, thon
nioved slowly towards the table where
ho was seated.

"You core along with uW,'Seor,"

vodth oiceini natoiitýë" Sir Erie Geddes bas been appointed new Firstvoiee.Edward Carson. Sir Eric is one of the handful"What for?" asked Wendovor sharply. comparative obscurity with the advent of the wa
The policeman waved a band towards born in India, but owing bis ability in a large del

thefatGoran.forty-one years old, which makes bis app
,"De gentleman dore,' hoi say you steai h oiea a ibs purso, dat you knock -him down at sud.denly forwaid.Tepoimawsb

Mozambique an' don run away." taken by surprise, and 'backing, pitchled tu
"And wben did I do -all this ?" asked ovèr a chair into the soft sand of 'the ný

Wendover, glancing froin, the policeman street. The fat Teuton imposed his bulk, nô
to the German, wbo-hld drawn nearer, but' a straigbt left-lîander knockod ail pa
and wýas now regarding him with a ma- the wind out of lîini and turned hlim 1
Iieiotis grin wrinkling bis gross facze. half-way round. The policeman m'as di]

ThePortuguese consulted the Germian, already struggiing te bhis feet, an<l a in.
and Wendover took the opportunity td waiter was rimning to intercept tbe iiii
coilsior bis position. The thing was a En l»Shman. The chance of escape wvas ci
moere plant of course, but if, as it appear- of t le siigbte.st. and t here was but a re
ed, the German was a person of impor- moment available, but Wendover took ali
tance on the coast, it niight turn Out it. 1He flung a chair in front of the hur- tio
ratiier seriou% silice Portugue-se colon- rving waiter, bruslied aside -the -band bel
iiji4ice is not always for the man with wbich the policeman clutehed at his ti
%-ho lias the shertest purse. if the Ger- legs, and dashed into the street. -1 jr
'maiia testified that lie was a 'thief, it moment later, as hoe plougbed tl'rough a]
%vofld be difficuit to disprove it, the the soft sands. a chioruis of vells behind asg
Mobre particularly as 'io knew no one him told lîim that the bunt w-as out. aig
i'Poira. At the verv least. arrest He toro ]lis hardest over the loose, th4

WOU1Pin ean that hoe would mis Me boat siifting sand of the street, and hoe had hil
for .výik1i hoen'as waiting; sud if tliere not goiivs tNentv Yards l,,fore h'( real- hl>
Ias anvthing- in the rumor of war ized that straight i!acing wouldnet do.

It was like running bètween sand dunes,
terriblv bhard work; and et any, moment
bis flight was liable to interruption from
the darkness ini front of him. Re iooked
anxiously around. An opening between
two bouses presented itself. t was
littie iMore than an aliey, and for auy-
thing- he knew to the contrary, it might
enîd in a -c'-de-sac, but that was'& risk
there wvas no avoiding, and there were
risks just as grave ini the open street.
He took the opening, -and folowed the
alley between tali, w~inow1ess or &but-
tered bouses a quickly and as expodi-
tîously as he could. He heard the pur-
suit pause ut the entrance of thepas-
sage, and foýi a brief moment he stood
to listen. Thé~ soft swishing of the sand
and the sound of voices told Mm that
the pursuit had dividod,' that at leasti
two men were foliowing him along the1
alley.1

He rau forward once more, lookingi
from right to left for any opening ý h-1
tween the blind walls on either aide ofi

st Lord of the Admiralty, succeeding Sir
il of reat Britishers who emerged out of
Ir Th new First Lord is a Scotchman,
lgree to an American training. He is only
:pointment Al the more, remarkablc.

)im. Ho found one at last, took the
irn as it offered itseif, and followed a
inrom,, tortuoue way -that led ho knew
iôt where. A little way down hie nov
itî ho paused te listen a second time.
A label of voies, Roundiug from the
ireetion of the street told him that the

nain pursuit was returning, and look-
ng down the blackness bebind lium, he
iught the red glow of a cigarette, and

ealizxd that ono of the pursuers was
imost at4his heels. Silently, lie began
ýrun again, and as the passage turned,
['came awaro of a large doorway witb
îe deor ajar. He hesitated, and peeped
nside. AI! n'as in darkness, and wit)iin
ippoare-d some sort of yard, for outli.-d
[ainst tho whitowasbed vails ho eaught
ight of some crates. H1e slippod through
,h door. thoughtfully pushed it te hi-
id bim and tiien' concealed-Ilnself
Imjind a couple of packing cases.
Crouclîing there, ho heard the cautious

steps of one of bi» pursuers pass the
door, and tbree minutes after the-éound
of sevoral men in ex.cited conversation,
toid him that othors wore following the
narrow- way. He wiped the sweat fromn
bis face and chuckiod to himseif.

"Lucky I found that doorway, they'd
have had me, sure, if X hald kept on."

Two minutes later, howover, lhe was
not quito 50 sure of his iuck. A door
opened somewhere at the far end of the
yard, and -as lie caught 'the' gleami of a
kerosene lamp swinging towards .'hum, lhe
crouched lower betweeî the, mheltering
packing cases, and waited breathlmsly.
The liglit passed quite elôse 'eo .htin;80
close that, as 'they passed. bis . hiding-
place, lie eaught sight of a man'a legs
encased in white ducka, and by stretch-
ing bis arma could have touched them.
He waited wondering what was to hap-
pen, and tLon to bis oars came the grat-
ing of a key in the lock, w-hen the liglit
passed him again, aud somewhere a door
crasbed te. Ho guessed what hl hlip-
pened, and whistlod softiy.

'¶Phow! Locked in!"~
A moment'à consideratioii told hlm

that it was well to make sure, aud
cereeping out f rom bhis hiding place lie
made'bis way to the door and cautious-
ly_ tried. it. Lt was undoubtediy locked.
,Re lookod around, and then as quietly
as ;lo could, moved one of the packing:
cases, and mouuting it, stretdied a baud
te 'the top". of the, wail. Me drew beck
haatily as it eucounterod a chevaux-de-
freise'of"larp trou.

Escape from the yard was barred that
.way, and hie began to prospect for nomne
other way- out. Tèhe edge of a low build-
ing'outliuiid« againat the stars caught bis
eye. Witb heaid of a packing case he
could cltib that;.and perhapéý frorn the
beight, df it 'beh might fid nme means
of egross. Ife cdiÈbed on te'tihefIat roof,
a.nd féjand- anoitherl'uilding Immedigtely
iu front of it, writh nme stops leading
up to it. He'moulitfd them, and at the
top- foudd himseir oùt the roof of a hlgh
building frorn whieh lho could mec the
Iights pf Beira andv of the i0hipping on
the front. He s.urveyed the acenelorm,
this gt*l-like hoiglit, aud humuied
t'houghtfully te himmelf-ý

«Twinkle, twtukle, litthe tar,
llow I wonder- what you are,
Up above the world do higli,
Like a--

Ho 'broke off, as the awkwardueso of
bis position tbrust itself upon hlm. The
view was admiirabhe, 'but bow te become
part of the v1iaw himmoîf was. the thlng
thiat conterned bint. Hum position, aq-he
knew, was net merely awkward; ltt ras
positively dangerous. A stranger waik-
iug on the open roofs ta llkely te Ïbe sus-
pected of a lover's ardor, of Wich ho
mnay lie quite guiltiese, end a kuife-
thrust is quicker than a question, and
often more final. Wendover knew that,
and knew aise that it was imperative
that lie sliould reacli terra firma at the
earliest possible moment. Ho wondered
if there was another stjtircase other than
the eue by whichh e, had ascended, and.
began te walk acrose the flat roof. hon
suddenly lie trod on notbing, and s'bot
dowu into an iuky blackness, which, as
bis head came jute contact witb omre-
thing liard, was momentarily illumiued
by the liglit of a thouaand stars.

Wbhen Weudover recovered cousclous-
ness ho found himoielf lu aimost cern.
pieto darknoess. Heoat up, tryiug te
remomber wlist bad bappeued, aud very-
speedily realised that ho miust have
failen through smre open trap-door tn
the roof on whlihlie had been walkiug.
His head felt ore, but as ho tretched
himself hie reaiized ithat lie was practic-
aliy unliurt, sud that ne bones were
broken. Ho rose ,slowly to bis foot aild
lifted his eyes te look for the trap-door,
and by that meaus* te discover the stops
or ladder that led to the rooms. A in-
gle star burning whitely, revealed wbat
he sought, and groping in the 'blackness
ho found a fiig!bt of wooden atairm. Hlm
foot was already on the howet step,
wben a seund broke the stilluess,_ and
made him pause.

"No, ne, I wilh not; 1 do not want te
marry yen!"

The volce was a girh'm, the toues of It
betrayed great agitation, even fear, aud
it was uumistakabiy Engliali. Weudover
listened, sud following on the firet volce
came a second, guttural sud masculine,
but in toues se 1ev that the words were
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