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reeide'd there for about a year after
his birtli, he is, nevertlieless, a Britisli
suibject by birthl. Mr. Stefansson 's
education was received in the coin-
mon scliool, higli sehool, leaiding to a
university B. A. degree at thle State
University cf Iowa. Folloewing this
hie took three years of post gra>duate
study at Harvard University, held a
seholarshi~p and Vive fellowships there,
f ollowiing which hie becaine an in-
struRtr, as lie pute it, " in a minor
eapaiity. " Proeeeding wibh his story
he says iu part:

It is, tliereïfore, reasonaNbe to su'p-
pose that during the period of my
formal and iniforiial edutatiou I ab-
sorbe'd the samne general type of mis-
information 'as doea the average
Aguerican. When 1 went North and
became au -xiplorer I found that nine
out of ten of my ideas about. the
polar regions were wrong.

For many years it lias been a large
part of my activities to say in lec-
tures anid writings and conversation
that the Far Northi, hoth in the west-
ern and eastern liemispheres, is
destined to be colonized in the samne
general way as were tlie Western
prairies cf tliiscontinent, by the saine
type of people, and with a *resulting
eivilization not fuuldamentaliy dis-
similiar. This assertion is met in the
minds of readers or listeners by sinall
armies of objections. The things you
bliink you knew about tlie North arise
in a body to declare that the con-
tention is aibsurd. With tIe initial,
adranitage of knowing wliat tlie rea-
der or listener thinks lie knorws about
thc North (for 1 kuew those things
.myself once and believed. tIen until
1 went North and found they were
hot truc), I proceed as follows to
demnolisli his misknWedge.

Temperature at North Pole«

Nearly if not quite tlie most fun-
dlameu»tal wrong idea about the North
la thit the Nértli Pole is th1e coldest
place in the uûrtlcrn Iemisplere, and
that the palar regions are far colder in
the coldest part of Winter than auy
countries that are uuw inlialbited by
the average civilized European or
&merkian. Wheu we stop to thlnk

about it, we sec we have really al-
ways kuhown that 1this coubd not be
truc-as wil a4ppear below.

Besides miner cousideratons, tîere
are tliree main factors that determine
what the possible minimum tem-
perature af an>' place ma>' be. These
are, latitude, altitude, and
distance fron thVe ocean. We see at
onlce that the North Pole lias ini a
higli degree oui>' one of these three
qualifiations for being extremeal>
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cold. Certainly it is at a ligi lati-
tude. But Vie North Poie. does not
lie higli above sea level, for it is
lopated in au ocean whicli A4miral.
Peary', at the turne hie visited tlie
Pole, found to be more thahi twclvc
tliousand f cet deep. Aud if 1V is noV
a;bove sca level neither is it f ar away
from the oceau, for 1V lies in the
ocean. I>ossessmng oniy eue cf tlie
iilree main qualifications 1fcr beiug
extremel>' cold, it nturnilly is ne-ver
cxtremeiycold. Tlioàe who theorize
about it generaîl>' agree tliat tlie nmin-
imuum temperature tlere seldom if
ever, draps below àixty below zero,
Fahirenheit. However, that is a
matter of tîcor>'. No one lias as yct
spent au entire year at' the Nortli
Pole. It nced nût be more than a
year or two, and lu my opinion it
wll net ýbe more tian a decade or
Vwo, until somébcdy goes ta the
North Poie, stays, tiere a yenr, and
briugs,,ba(ok Vo us a colerent accounlt
of hicw coid or warm it is there £rom
day today -for the ,tweive miotihs.

<Il the axtuaâ minimumý temrpera-
ture lu the Nortli Pole la a matter of
theor>', we are lu no doulbtabout tIe
temiperatures of tic uortli coast af
Canada or Alaska. For more tn
tweuty years lu the case cf Canada
and about f orty.lu the case cf tIe
Uuited States ticre lave becu weatli-
er bureau observation st ations, on tIc
nortli toast of Northi America. I have
speut lu the polar regions ten winters
and thir 1cen sixmaers myself and
duriug most df Vint turne I lave car-
rced reliaible tihermometers, se tliat
I eould say from my own exper-
icuce hew coid îV la up there in
wiuter and iow warm lu summer,
but I pred!cr te quote tIc records a
tlie Candian and American weather
burcaus. 1 have writteu bath, cf
tîcin and asked tlicm to give me tie
lowest Vemperature ever recorded lu
the, Canadian station at Hlerschel
Ilanad on the norfh côast cf Canada
near the moutl cf tie Mac~kenzie
River, and tIe American station near
Polint Barr~ow, at tic north tip cf
Alaska, about 250 miles norti of the
arctic circie. The replies lu botlh
cases were identical: "We have neyer
recorded anytlhiug lower tian 54'F.
beiow zero."

Receuti>' I was reading over a re-
port cf the meteorolegicai observa-
tions of my axýctic ex!pedition cf 1913-
18, made by tie secoud-in-command,
Dr. A. M. Anderson. He snys, "1Thc
lcwcst 'temperature of the winter
(1915-16) was 46-0 beiow zero," or
about like Saranac Lake, New York
State, widh l a wintcr resort. Tem-
penatures as low as 50' below zero
are rare ou Vie nerVi coast cf Northi

Aimerica and there are many winters
wlen 450 or 460 below is tlie lowest
record.

Summer in the Arctic

A comnpleanent of the idea that the
Nortli is dreadfully cold in winter is
the notion tliat it la aise cold througli
the cutire summer. It is possible to
maintain tliat tlie winters are dread-
fuliy Muid, but oui>' by agreeiug thai
the winters of nortlicru Vermont and
Sarana3 Lake and Minnesota and
Montana are also drea>dfully cold.
But no one can even glance at the
Weatlier Bureau records for summer
temperatures iu polar regions and
maintain tliat in any sense of the
Finglial language tlie summers tilere
are "always cold." Climate ma>' be
ciassifled in various ways. One of
thcm is to make a division bctween
continental and insular climates. The
ocean is a great staibilizing influence.
In tlie trQpics it aets gcnerailly as a
refrigerator and in tIc polar regions
as aradiator. Even- the warm waters
of tlie Gulf of Mexico are colder tîan
the surface of the land'in Texas lu
summner, and aeordingl>' the, sea
breezes keep Gal-veston and Corpus
Cliristi reasouaffly cool. I was told
at Fort Bragg, on tIc west coast of
California, last summer, bliat since
tlie towu was built the temperature
there lias neyer risen aibove 850 in
tIcý shade, for tlie oecean breezes are
contslnualiy bl'owing, across it. But
flfty miles iland, beyond a range of
inountalus tliey frequent>' have a
temperature of 1100 in the shade.
Rememnbering thait this is truc of
Texas and California, we are pre-
pared to hear tliat tlie coastiincs of
tlie polar regions are neyer warm in
summer.

Length of the Seasons

After eongidleriug the minimum
temperatures of wiuter and the max-
imum'i temperatures of summer, we
corne next to a consideration df thc
leugth c-f tlie semsons. It le truc, gen-
eraîlly spcakiug, that tIe fartlier
north you go lu the, nortliern hemis-
pliere tIc longer the winter and thc
saorter tlie 'summer. Ilowever, Vhîs
lias far less of a "praetieal" men-
ing than is conunoni> supposed. A
Sicilian mn>' Vhiuk that a winter of
tîree months' length is lntoicrable
and if lie insists tIat it la3 intolerable,
you cau 't very wcil argue with hlm,
but you cau at, leat prove Vo hlm
that numerous .prosperous peo-
pie ,live lu a eïlimate wliere
thlere are tliree montîs of wln-
Ver. There are Vliose who are
used to thrce monthe of wiuter wlio


