THE OPERATION OF THE BRITISH NAVIGATION: LAWS: :

13
Articles. Foreign. British, ' | Discrimination.
Oakum - -~ = | 7 percent. - - | Free - - | 7 per cent.
Oil, Fish - - | 16 per cent, « | lpercent. " - - |: 15'per cent,
l’ork salted or cured - | Gs.perewts” - = -] 2spercwti. - = 3s.percwt
Paper Manufactures - | 12 per cent. - -| 5percent. ' - - | 7 per cent.
Spirits, Rum - 1s. per gallon - - | 6d.pergal. - - 6d.pergallon.
Brandy and other Spmts 2s. 3d. per gallon - ={1ls8d.pergal. . ~| ls.pergallon.
Sugar, refined - 20 per cent. and 2d. per lb. | 10percent.and 2d. perlb 10 per cent. -
Ditto, Muscovado, and 12s.6d. per cwt. - - | 7s.6d. per cwt, - | 5s. per ewt.
Bastard. o o
Sugar Cnndy - - | 20per cent. and 2. per Ib. | 2d.perlb.” = - .20 per cent.
Wme - e - l7lper cent. and 8d. per gal- 10 prlzlr cent.and 8d per -7 per cent.
: . lon. allon. - ‘ ‘
Wheat Flour - - | 2s.6d. per 196 Ibs, - - Gdfg per 1961bs. ‘ - 2:.perl'96]bs. '

On.most articles of import not included in the above Table, there is a protectxou in favour of
British goods, varying from 4 per centum upwurds. ‘ :

Asa proof that these discriminating duties impose heavy burdens on this colony in their
operation, it may be added that the amount of duty collected under them last _year was no
less than 104,555 or about one fourth of the whole net revenue of the province derived

through the Custom-house, a fact from which your memorialists draw the conclusion that -

the articles required for consumption ‘are, in many instances, cheaper im Foreign than in
. British malkets, and that, therefore, Canadian' interests * are seriously compromlsed by
their operation in preventing a free resort to the cheapest markets for the supplying of
the wants of the colony. -But the amount of duty thus levied affords a very madequate

cnterxon, taken alone, of the extent to which Canadnan mterests are aﬁ'ected by the la\\s ‘

in questlon. ‘

Your memorialists are of opinion that it is reasonable to assume that lhe amount lost' by
the colony by the operation of these differential duties in enhancing the cost price of im--
ported goods, is fully equivalent to the amount levied under them- viz. 104,555L a:sum

utterly wasted, as far as this colony is concerned, by the people of Canada being debarred -
from going to the cheapest market to supply their wants. Your memorialists “wonld-
explain that this arises from its being cheaper in many instances to buy goods in England
at a cousiderable increase over the price of similar articles in foreign markets, provided

that such increased price fall -short, in any degree, of the amount of dlscrlmmamnﬂ duty’
-Jevied on ‘such foreign articles. ' .

Your memorlallsts desire, however, carefully 1o n'nard against a misconstruction -of - their
motives in making these observations.

the condact of the mother country towards this: co]ony On the contrary, they acknow-

memorialists respectfu]ly approach Your Majesty, to state the vnews wlnch they entertam as
 representing the mercantile interests of this city.

In-the opxmon of your memorialists,.a .more formldable 1estr1cuon, however, tban the
differential duties alluded to, and one which-entails incalculably. greater injury on the trade
of- this colony, it .is now.their duty to bring respectfully under the notice of Your most

They are far from intending to cast blame upon =

Jedge, with ‘pride-and gratification, that -they-have a‘ duesense-of her -love of justice.con- g;;f
veyed. through the dispatch of your Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, dMarch
of the 8d of March last, in the offer to release us from'the effects of the’laws:in question, H
80 soon as the colony should make an application to ‘that effect, in a way which"the Imperial 13y’ M o by
Legislature could recognize as the well understood wishes of the  people;; and, therefore, your No. g5,

Gracious Majesty. Itis'a question : they approach swith some_hesitation, knowing the high

national interests:which it is-held to: mvolve, but the vital: ;interests .of this colony require
that it should :be brought fully under Your Majesty’s notice ;/and your memorialists. rely
with full confidence on :its - being carefully and dlspasswnately reviewed, They refer to
- the question  of the Navxgatlon Laws.
~absolate ‘monopoly of the carrying “trade’ of Canada, both mternal and external to the‘
British shipowner, as the’ followmn' extracts will® show. B

These' laws are so framed as virtually to give.an
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w‘JS‘t- Goods, the produce of Asia, "Africa ‘or Amenca, shall not be’ lmpomed into ,thei o

United. ngdom, to be used therein, ‘in;foreign ‘ships, unless they.be ships - |

N . belonging tothe. countr) of whxch thei "oods are Lhe ploduce, aud trom:w&uch
“ro ) they'are imported: S

2d No goods shall be exported f"rom the Umted Kmn'dom to any Brrtlsh possessmn L

Cins Amerrca, except in, British slups.

- sion, nor. from one. part. of . any, such possessron, to, any olher - part.of the same._
~ except'in “British’ slnps. o ' o

3d No goods shall be carried flom any British possessron, to any other Brmsh posses- .

4tB ANo ‘goods’ shall be 1mported rnto z\ny Brmsh possessron in foremn shlps, unless:: |
‘ -such. belong to. ‘the country of - Whlch the noods are: the produce, and from

whlch they are xmported
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