CHAPTER VIII
OLD QUEBEC

APE DIAMOND, or the rock of Quebec,

rises sheer from the river St. Lawrence to a
height of three hundred and forty-five feet. The
citadel on its highest point presented in the begin-
ning of the nineteenth century a formidable com-
bination of powerful works, whence a strong wall,
Supported by small batteries in different places, ran
to the edge of the precipice, along which it was
continued to the gateway leading to the Lower
Town. This gateway was defended by heavy can-
Non, and the approach to it, up Mountain Street,
Was hoth enfiladed and flanked by many guns of
lal‘ge calibre. Thence a line of defence connected
With the grand battery, a work of great strength,
armed with a formidable train of 24-pounders,
And commanding the basin and passage of the
Tver, which was here eighteen hundred and thirty-
Seven yards broad. From the battery another line
~Was carried on beyond the Hope and Palace Gates,
oth of which were protected by similar defences
to those of the Lower Town Gate until the line
formed junction with the bastion of the Coteau
de Palais.! In the Lower Town, on the west side of
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