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I believe Iam.safe it saying that the great m jority of the iniabitants, amnonu lomare

comprehendeç4 theLand dmpany's settlers, 'are of the CIurch of England;' and the
services of sonie ofour missionaries, who ye parfialy'visited this 'tract of country, have
been thankfullyrecived by those win pass under 'other' namies. "Between rodehouse

uipon Lak'e Erie, asid-St. Thnasfa disteof upwards df 5. i5a es,"whichtmay be travelled

by two .diffe-ent roadi, there is^noivone' clergyman,&upon either. "Frc théreports made

to me byone 'af our travelling nissionaries; and by 'a solitary catechist stationed aà PorE
Burwelli I knowthat there is a great body'of churcht people" scattered' through ths p'art
of thé,country. -In thewhole of 'the newly-erected district of Welhgton; whichis'every
where scattered ovei wvit aChurch population,,there is only; one clergyman of thé Church.

In the district of Newcastle-'there, are six. "I have goodreason to'know,tiat if ormore

could be.immediately added, there ivouild be full employment for them,;witlîi regular con-I

gregations. "In oneortwo of the districts~ there¾s a missionary 'engaged in aboars

exclusively iofan itinerant character ;' -but howi sparingly the word'and ordnances of God

are su>plied, evenýto thoseamong the-unprovided settlements which are thus far favoured,
your Excellendy will have no difficulty in conceiving. The clergy, however, exceptin the

fevrcomparàtively -large townsi are almost all dmore or less itimerants. I take one example
almostathzardfroml the returns officially made to me, to which I could produce many,

parallél instances: it is that of a clergyman in the Bathurst district a'p)lace noted at certain

sesons for the ekhessive badness of the roads, who performs three full services evé'ry
Suïday;distributingIhis làbours in'such a way in four different places, that once a fortnight
he travels 28; andfonce a fdrtnilit j6 miles ; besides which, he has in the vinter months

four veek-day, appoinments for divine service. Most of the clergy have what they scall

out-stations, which they serve in this mahner on week-days, 'to supply settlements' which

would otherwise be vhoIly destitute ;"and ,many of them make occasional 'visits durg the

year to' places still:mdre remote.1 'These objects' they do not accomplish %without 'many
sacrifices, 'àudn iuchl severé ekertion; but the reward&which they seekis not m theipraiseof

men; and it is the valueather than· the merit of their services to which' Udesire to "solicit

the attention of yoùr' Excellency. I do not speak here of those higher effects' which coni-'

stitite the groundand'ultinate object of their ministry, but in proportion as means are

taken .for' the-extension of their influence, in such>proportion, my Lard, I havé no hesi-

tation inayihg,-for the effect is- every where Isufficiently marked,-that- thea loyàlty, theé

good order,hie steady habits, the peaceable and industrious deportment of'the population

will be promoted, and the" ties strengthened which- bind the colony to the parnt' state.'

Aparit, also, from any consideration of preserving the supremnacy of Britain over the Canada,'
theie is'a'sàcrèd duty ta be performed in laying such a'fbundation for the moral and

religiouscharaeter'of the inhabitants in time to- come as' will bestensure their'happiness
and welfare; and'it is not for mie ta point out ta your Excellency that it is riow that iis

foundation moxst be laid. In the young settiements now struggling imto existence, or

begi'nning to develop the signs- of prodsperous'improvenent, we see the germ iof a'greae
and important future, which musit he vitally affected by the mould given' ta the popu-
lation in this early stage of its formation. Millions who are yet unburn wil have cause ta

iless or to reproach the present Government of Britain for the mneasures taken to provide

for 'thè,nthosä'ndvadtages, and to transiit ta them those habits, prmciples and attach-

nents, which form the only sure basis of national happiness.
Up to this period, althougli not a few people have been lost ta the Church fron the want

ofher ministrations, and a far more extensive defectioninst imevitably Follow if thmgs are

left much langer upon ,their present footing; yet very generally the privations whicl have

been experienced in this respect have served to teacht our congregations the fulIl value of

those privileges which are enjoyed at home. The importunate solicitations which i con-

stantly receive from different quarters of the-province for the suppIy of ciercal services;
the overflowing wartnth of feeling with which the travelling missionaries of the Church are

greeted in their-visits to 'the destitute settleinents; the marks of affection and respect
towards my own office which I experienced throughout the province; the-exertions made

by'the people, in a great number of instances, ta erect Churches evenwithout anyýdefinite

prospect ofla ministerrand the examnples in which this has been done by individuals at

their own private expense; the rapidly increasing circulation of the rei¡ious.newspaper;
vhich is'cnlled "iTheiChurch:" thesearealitogetier unequivocal and striking evidences ai

the attachnent to Chtirch principles which pervades a great body of the population.

t would here beg leave to draw the attention of your Excellency to the bearing of these

facts upbn the question af'supporting the clergy in Canada by the voluntary contributions

of the people." Here is a deep sense of the value of religious services, and astrong mani-
festation of attachmient, ta the Church. i The moving princi ple, therefore, is not wanting;
and if, with this advantage, the system cànnot,worksuccessfully iiCanada,it may be inferred

thatit cannot succeed there nt all. , And I an more deeply convinced than'ever that such

is the tact. Ia the fewexamnples in which, the experiment has been tried,, it lias rarely
been otherwise thah a failure, and in nost'cases-it wvould be hopeless to atLempit it., Even

if the country were far more advanced, and the people had saie cominand of money, I amn

persuaded that a >faithifl, respectable and independent body.of"clergysuflicient for theW

wantseven of that, part of the population who already appreciate their labours, nuch more,

of that Vhon it is their duty to win to a care for religion, can never be provided by the

operation of the volunaîry systein. 1 r

Your Excellency; I doubt riot, is ali:e ta the nccessity of bringing at last to an issue the

lung-protracted questions respecting the clergy rescrve, anud puttîg an end to the painflî ý4Wd


