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ence, are of too much consequence, compared with
distinct general results, to permit of the perfectly un-
checked course which would result from responsible
government.

Although the points are few in which it is the inte-
rest of England directly to interfere with local and
internal affairs in the colonies, your Comrittee are at
a loss to conceive how, in a government so ind'pendent,
as this is proposed to be uade of England, these few
points can by any means be excluded fron the con-
troul of the local parliament-a disagreement with the
cabinet and legislature on the subject of foreign trade,
immigration, disposal of lands, or any of the excluded
topics, wi just as readly induce a stoppage of the
supplies, with all the consequences, as any of the ques-
tions within the range of local legislature, and if we
can suppose cases in which the interets of the empire
and that of the colony should be different, it is vain to
expect that any set of public servants who should
espouse the general interests, could continue in au-
thority.

Even in the question of peace and war, excluded
alike from local legislation in the several states of
America, as in the colonies, we have seen how nearly in
the states of Michigan, New York, and Maine, the pre-
valence of popular opinion produced a terrible national
war: how the arm of government was paralized, and
the licentious and outrageous conduct of the popu-
lace encouraged by local authorities, because of the
-nfluence, of this excluded and forbidden question,
upon the elections of local governors and local legis-


