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ever, they employed every ¥ear fore Ships riore or lefs, as they could
.obtain Protection for their Menjy and the Inhabitants maintained (as for-

merly) about 300 Boats per Annum, until the French, in 1696, without

any Regard to what was ftipuldred by the r8t¢h Article in"the Treaty of

1686, ravaged feveral of the Harbours in Newfoundland, and deftroyed all

that appertained to the Fithernen; whereupon His late Majefty King Wil-

liam the Third erected 2 Fort/at St. John’s for the better Security and Pro-

tetion of His Subje@s and their Trade. : ,

But -upon the Conclufion’ of the Peace at Ryfwick, the Adventurers,
cither forgetting the Diffic lties their Predeceflors were not able to fur-
imount, or imagining that the Inhizbitdnts, by Reafon of the fevere Loffes
they had lately fuffered, Were rendered incapable of carrying on the
Fifhery ; or elfe: very pro}zably adhering (for their own ptivate Ends) to
the Practice of thofe’ refrattory Mafters of Ships who could not be re-
ftrained from tranfporting (Paffengers, they re-affumed and returned to their
old Trade with frefh Vigour ;. .

"And in 1698 there W re employed by’ the : ,
Adventurers /--4 f— — 143 Fifhing Ships,
/ . . e "'"'_.- . .
| . And 532 Boats,
‘oitants_ and Bye Boat -

“And by the Inh . .
— — 397 Boaté.

Keepers :

In all; Boats 929, who took
| | 265,198 Quintals of Fifh,
The Fifhery at N¢wfoundland being thus révived, and His faid Majefty,

" in His moft gracioug Speech from the Throne on the gth December 1698,

having recommended it to His Parliament to employ their Thoughts about fome

good Bills for the Advancement of Trade, they were engaged to take the State
of this Fifhery into their Confideration ; and in order to reftore good Govern-
ment, and to prevent Contentions and Diforders for the future, an A&

was paffed in that Seffions, intituled, An A& to encourage the Trade to New-

Sfoundiand. o

'The Abftradt whereof is as follows : ,

ift, That it is and fhall be lawful for all His Majefty’s Subjedls rehding |
in England .to have and enjoy a free Trade to Newfoundland as for-
nlwr‘ly; and that no Alien or Stranger whatfoever take any Bait or Fith
there, L ,,

" and, That no Ballat be thrown out to the Prejudice of the Har-
‘bours. .

3d, That no Perfon deftroy or deface any Stage, Cook' Room,
Flakes, &c. ‘ ‘ .

4th, That accerding to ancient Cuftom, every Ship that firft entereth a
“Harbour fhall be Admiral of the faid Harbour, &c.- - )

gth, That Stages, &c. taken up and detained fince 1685, be fclinquifhed
for the Ufe of the Fithing Ships, a
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