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lias done se to the independent prees, wbich, while shrink-

ing from folowing up so distasteful a subject with a per-

itency that migbt eeem vindictive, yet couîd not permit

the affair tb drop without proviîig recreant te ils trust.

The Govenment can have now no alternative but

acceptance, though, bad the resignation been prompt, and

alonement to the injured parties ample aud epontaneous,

there might weîi have been besilation in the malter. Stili,

even in that cape, il would have been impossible te forget

Ihat the wrong which is being tardiiy redressed wae

actually commilted yeare ago, and that the accusation bas

again and again been nmade in a mauner which no man,

with a proper sense of what was due te hie own reputation

and to the service, couid have disrtgarded. The question

now suggests ilself, Wbat about those wbo advised the act

which bas brought Ibhis diegrace to the commander and

who were te have been sharere in the spoil 1 Can they be

permitted te retain important public offices, 'while the chief

actor suffers the penalty 1 That would bardiy be justice,

British or Canadian ; and il would greatly lessen the moral

impression which il je desirabie te make. As te tbe choice

of a succeesor, il je evident that the occasion is opportune

for making the change which many have long advocated,

by the appoinîment of a Canadian officer te command the

Canadian militia. It can hardly be that there are not

uow Canadians 'weii qualified by military training and

knowledge for the position. Admitting a degree of

inferiority in the best Canadian officers in certain qualities

which can be imparted only by long drill and active service

in the regular army, it is sil believed by many that any

such deficiencv would be more fban offset, should any

occasion arise requiring active service, <Deestabile omen

avertat Jupiter) by the greater flexibiiity and power of

adaptation to the geniue and habite of Canadians, which

a commander 10 the nianner horn would possese.

SF the circumtantiai tory told by the Washington cor-

Srespondenle may be reiied on, the Behring Sea

difflculty je likeiy te be pcmmanently disposed of aI an

early day. The statemient is that the modus vivendi,

wich bad been proposed and aI least tacitiy agreed te by

Mr. Biaine and Sir Julian Pauucefote, was peremptorily set

aside by tbe President, aI the demand of the new lessees

of the United States' eeaiing priviieges in those regions,

and that the revenue cutters were ordered te Behring

sea with instructions te seize as heretofore ail vessele

foundcatching seals in the disputed waters. Thefurtberetate-

nment that these orders were suddenly suspended before

the cruisers had reached Iheir destination, in consequence

of the announicemeut Ibat the British Govenment bad aI

lasI resolved 10 proteet British fishermen in the pursuit of

their cafing in neutrai waters, accords with the fact, as

we believe il te be, of the detenhion of these cruisers aI

Puget Sound 10 await further orders. The conduct of

negotiations je said te have 110w been once more put juta

M. Biaine'e bande, with the resuit that a temporary

arrangement wiii be shortiy reacbed, and a permanent set-

Ilement sougbt by arbitration aI an eariy day. There je a

verieimilitude about Ibis story that leade us ho believe that

il will be found te contain aI ieast a large admiixture of

trutb. Tbough the United States' iack of juriediction in

the disputed waters had been dislinctiy admitled, the

expectation in sending the revenue cutters wae that Eug-

land would content herself with a mere proteet as hereto-

fore. This is witbout doubt, as we have always contended,

preciseiy the assumption on whicb the American policy

bas been hitherta based. The, statement that that assump-

tion was rutbîessiy upset by an intimation from Lord

Salisbury agrees weii with the decided toue suddenly

assumed by bthe7Times and other Engîish papers, whicl

are eupposed to geltheir cues in sucb mattens from high

quartere. The result bas been juet wbat we bave aiwayE

maintained il wouid be. There wae ne ver the sightest

danger that the American people wouid go to war oi

aliow their Govermient te do so in defence of a dlamn

which they know te be untenable and absurd, and wbicl

their bet journais and publiciets bave frankly adniittec

10elie so. Our neigbbours bave 100 mucb conscience ai

weii as 1on much discretion 10 do that. They might 1001

on and say littie while tbeir Governmentý was playingi

game of bluff. Many of themno 1 doubt, have been rathe:

pleased with the succese of that gaine in the past, an(

ready ta appîaud the clevemnese of their Waishingtoi

playeme. The British proteste tbey could aff'ord t0e milt

at, se long as tbey believed, as tbey and we have bad toi

mucb reason 10 do, tbat Great Bitain would net assun

any serious rieke in the defence of colonial igbtm

We may now earnestiy hope that the by-play iý El

ended and that the representatives of both nations il

wiil set tbemselvee seriously and bonestily to the u-9

task of finding a peaceful, friendly, and mutually bonour- th

able solution, not only of this but of ail outtanding diffi- co

culties. m___

T HE mov:m ente of the United States Congress in con- re

out intereet for Canadians. The recent intervention of Mr. w

Biaint, witb a view to the furtherance of hie echeme for sc

Pan-American reciprocity, has given a new and unex- rE

pected turn to the discussions. The whole business je not o1

a litIle complicated. The Bill itself, as the world knows, st

proposes on the one hand to raise the protective wall to il:

an almost unprecedented and virtually prohibitory height p

against aIl foreign commodities wbicb may be supposed to ,

come ino compelition wilb the producte of American c

labour. On the other hand, with a view probably rather ,

to the diminution of the surplus than the cheapening of el

the article for American consumers, the Bill proposes to tl

put sugar on the free liet. This ie, after ail, we suppose, if

the only consistent protective policy. But Mr. Biaine el

intervenes witb a message in wbich he uses al bis influence ç

to have the sugar tax re-imposed ; for wbat purpose 1
Simply that be may remove il again as a concession to thet

South American States with which he desires to make

treaties of reciprocity. " If sugar," he exciaime, "je s

placed upon thp free liet, the greateet resulte eougbt for and il

expected froni the International Conference will fail. "c

This je probabiy correct, sugar and wool being the onlyr

South American importseon whicb duties are now levied,

in the United States. W~il Congrees, then, modify the t

free sugar claueè, in order to make possible a reciprocity

treaty witb South America? That remains to be seen, but

je thougbt rather unlikeiy, as many of the tariff reformera

wili probabiy vote with the higb protectioniete agyainet Mr.

Blaine's proposai. And yet lit muet, one wouid think, be

deemed a very desirable thing to obtain the South Ameni-

can market for ailthie varicd producte of the United

States, in return for a concession whicb muet tend to make

sugar cheaper to al ber consumera. 0f course Canada,

flot being able to pose as an American nation, is not

included in Mr. Biaine's proposai, and has oniy an indirect1

intereet in the matter. It je not even easy to determine on

which aide our intereets lie. The establishment of Pan-

American f ree trade would, no doubt, be a deathbiow to

any bopes we may cherish of workiug up a profitable South

Amnerican trade. But, on the othar baud, it je plausibiy

argued by some of the advocates of revenue reform among
0our neighbours, that the Pan-American treaty would
1really be a firet step toward freer trade, and that lit would

1almoet sureiy be followed by others, since the people find-

ing themselves benefited thereby, would soon begin to ask,

IlIf reciprocity je good with the Latin races to the South,

why shouid it not be aiso good with tbe Angio*Saxons to

the Northl" The while campaigti muet be educating th6

people. Though the McKinley Bill seeme to indicate that

the progrese lis backward, there is yet a good deal of reason

for thinking, as many do, that it je but a desperate athempt

to stave off the inevitable, and that lits very uitraism wil

*cause a recoil which wiIi carry the country a long way in

the opposite direction.

-AGOOD deal of interest bas been awakened in educa-

tional circles inth United States by the recent

y announcement of certain changes conlemplated by twao f

P- the ieading institutions, Hlarvard University and Columbia

d Coilege, with a view to reducing the length of the com-

y bined colegiate and professional courses of studente enter-

h ing those institutions. The Harvard authorities, instead

h of requiring, as heretofore, a regular four years' course as

'a the only mode of proceeding to a degree wili henceforth

lt make its degrees dependent on the resuit of examinations,

Ir without reference to the lengtb of lime spent in preparing

n for them. Thus if one student je capable of doing in three

ýh years the work wbich another can barely accomplish in

ýd four, the firet wiil no longer be compeiled to regulate bis

w' pace by the slower movements of hie feliow-student, but

ýk may save the fourtb year, or haif-year, as the case may be,

a for bis purely profesBional eludies. The sanie resuit wil

r foliow where the faster pace jes the resuit of better pre-

ýd paratory training prior 10 entrance. Columbia proposes

ýn 10 reaeb the sarne end by a somewbat different route, viz.,

le by adopting the system of options ao far as ho enabie the

)o senior 10 take in bis fourth year professional studies, thus

e reducing by one year the length of bis subsequent profes-

a. sional course. The latter more nearly resembles the

ýnglish, the former the German practice. Both resemble,

twill be observed, the methods which have long been in

ie, to a certain extent, in the University of Toronto. In

,e latter University, as ie well known, there are severai

ourses. Harvard wiii, we suppose, be able to offer a

much larger variety of courses. The options in Toronto

ire availabie on certain conditions at the end of the second,

rther than the third year. There le, moreover, this f urther

ifference. The successful Toronto student, no matter

what option be takes, whether, say, the classical, the philo-

3phicai, the modern language, or the mathematical,

rceives, on passing the prescribed examination, the degree

f B.A.; while, on the Hlarvard plan, if we rightly under-

stand, he will bc accorded a d ýgree corresponding to and

rîdicating hie speciaity. We have said that our own

Provincial University combines with this system of options,

which permits and encourages the student to adjust hie

ourse with reference to his expected professional career,

ilso to some extent the German plan, by enabling bim to

enter at any stage of the course on condition of passing

he regular examinations for students at that stage, witb,

if we remember aright, additional examinations in a few

pecified subjeots belonging to an earlier part of the course.

N'e have the impression, bowever, that this latter mode of

proceeding to a degree bas been of late years talcen advan-

tage of by few. If this impression le correct-and if not

we shaîl be glad to, be set right-we do not know whether

the plan of e ntering at advanced stages is simply falling

into desuetude, in consequence of the lack of institutions

corresponding to the (jerman gymnasia, in which the

requisite training can be bad, or whether il bas been dis-

couraged and virtually discontinued by means of regula-

tions requiring attendance at a certain minimum number

of lectures during each year of the course.

j"OUCIIING this question of higher education, Mr.

Andrew Carnegie bas raised an interesting discussion

by a sweeping assertion to the effect that, as a rule, a

collegiate or university course is detrimental rather than

otherwise to succese in business. The American news-

papers, with that readinees for appeal to practical tests

which bas become an instinct with them, have been send-

ing out their reporters to, collect the views of succesaful

business employere on tbe point. The verdict of these

men, speaking from years of actual observation and experi-

ence, is strongly opposed to Mr. Carnegie's statement.

Some of them go so far as to say that, otber thinge being

equai, the young nman who takes a four years' course at

coliege before entering into business will soon overtake

the one who, with untrained mind, has spent that four

years in a business office. This is just wbat reason

and common sense would lead us to, expect if the

coliege course is a course of genuine mind-training.

Much, il is clear, depende on wbat is meant by busi-

ness success. Il je quite possible that it is just at this

point the divergence in the opinions of the business men

in question begins. Is the man who succeede in making

an income of one hundred thousand dollars a year neces-

sarily more succeseful than bis neighbour who, while doing

an equally extensive business in the samne lne, clears but

ten tboueand dollars a year 1 Our readers wiil, we are

sure, agree with us that if tbe chief value of a collegiate

course to a business man were to make him 'more success-

fuI as a mere moriey-getter, irreepective of bis diacharge of

bis duties to employees, to, eociety and to, the State, il

would be a thing of very questionable value. On the

other band it would be incredible that a young man could

have spent four yeare in an institution which was any-

thing like what a coilege should be-a gymnaeium for

thorougb training of the Inteliectual facculties, and at tbe

sanie time a echool for the discussion of literary, pbilosopb.

ical and moral themes - witbout being vaetly better

fitted for any pursuit, requiring not only developed brain-

power, but ail the other qualities wbich mark the higbest

and truest manbood.

W E referred to the matters dealt witb in the two fore-

going paragraphe, mainly for the purpose of making

one or two observations, which muet now be put witbin the

briefeet compas. Perbape this can beet be done by putting

thera in the form of questions. le there any good reason

why the college or university course ebould be fixed at four

or three or any other arbitrary number of yeare, irrespec-

tive of the means, abilities or inclinations of the student 1

A correlalive query wouid bc whether there should not be

a compiete divorce between a course of training which je

purely educational, and one which je in part professional,

but that -we need not now propound. Sbould not the aim
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