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camo woarisome, and her heart grew heav

beneath its woight of jowels, She had of-
fered Essox a 1ass chanco for life. Wold
his prido yleld?  TWould he take advantago
of nis wother's viait to forward the ring that
sho had given him years boforo, as a pledge
that, iu uny extremity, she would be morci
ful tohim? Sho began to fear that ho
wight atill bold oat, that Lis haughty pride
would beod only beneath the keon edgo of
tvo axe. Then another doubt entered her
neart and fired it with fierco passionsaguin

\What if Essex no longer posscssod tho
1iag? What if ho had parted with her gift
as n love token to somo other woman? This
doubt becameo inlugporh\blo ; and, as sho
stoad thore in all the pomps of horregal
stasw, it fastenod on her sike abird of proy ;
she could not shako it off ; and whea Eliza-
beth returncd to her closot Lours after, sho
was almuas a3 much an object of compassion
as the wrctched woman whom she had for
rotten thero.

Tuc Couutess of Essox had been alone in
that gorgeous littlo room all tho time that
L.azabeth was occupied with hee court. The
torturing suspenso of each miserablo houras
1t crept by, no pen can describe,  Sho had
noither strength nor courago to go away,
aud acating herself upon ono of tho crimson
chairs, rema'ned motionless and heatt sick,
waiting for her destiny.

It camncat last, for the old queen entered
her cabinet, having dismisscd her ladies in
waiting at the door, Sho too was suffering
the stern torture of susperse, and had como
tacre for rest and solituds. Tho unhappy
Countess arose as she saw the queen. Her
clasped hands dropped meckly downwards,
and her lipa grew palid, as she was prepar-
ing herselt for somo cruel taunt, soms bitter
sucer, from the royal lips,

But if Elzabeth could have found it In
her heart to increase tho afiliction that op-
pressed the poor suppliant, she bad not time
for such cruclty.

Scurcely hid she reached her hair, when
an aged gentlewoman of the bedchamber
vpened the door and announced—

¢ Tac Lady Blunt, Countess Dowager cf
Lwicester.”

This lady scemed completely exhausted
with tha terriblo sorrows of that weary day.
She approached the quecn, tottering in her
walk, and knelt at her fect.

* \Well,” said Elizabech, sharply, for she
was aoxious almost as tho suppliant at her
feet, “our order admitted you, doubtless—
sud your scn ; felt he a proper sexze of dur
clemency in granting the visit?”

*¢ Ho was grateful, and upon his bended
hnecs beaought many a blessing npon the
tristress who could thus send comfort to an
' Feadiug servant. He i

** But the ring—tho ring ! Why talk of
leeser things, wo aan? If lssex isin truth
Jconitent, he has sent the ring given with
vur ows haod, under a solemn pledgo of
tuer y, oven though bis crimo were deterviog
death. 1f he has sent the ring, render it up
st oncc. It should plead his causs against
v'r whale counctl -nay, against all Lag-
lind ??

¢ Alaw, alas!” sgaid tho Countess, ¢ he
gave me no ring ¢ "

* Nor mentioned onc*’ anid tho queen,
stit! in & sharp, anxious voice,

** Nor mcntioned one,” was the faint aud
heart brokeo reply.

** Then God have mercy upon him, for I
will have rone "

L -izabeth atopped as she #poke, and took
up therull of parchment, which still lay
whero she had trampled it on tho carpet
Sho laid it upon the silicr cabinst, lcaly
snovthing 1t out with both hands, very
pale those hands were, and 20 also was her
fa e, bat every featuro scemed locked with
*i-rco rosolution ; she was calm and sternas
death,

Whnea the parchment was smoothed Eliza-
Le'htook @, pen from tho atandish beforo
her, and, Without a tremor or tho pause of
a momont, wroto her signature. A cry of
terrible auguish broke from tho twowomen
asthey saw hor take u? tho pen, and they
cast thomzolies at her feot, clinging wildly
to her robe.

Elizabeth took no heed, but appended tho
nsual bold flourishes to her aigauature, and
touched o Jittlo bell that stoo1 upon tho
«abinet.

¢ Tuko this to the Lord Chancellor, ard
axc that tho great ecsl is affixed,” sho said
3 tho porsan who entored — ** then condnet
thiese ladics from tho palace, and sco that
they enter it no more.”

*“ That parchment,” cried tho Countess of
Lxsox, following tho man, as he went forth,

with her wild oyes—*¢ Great queen, in
marey say it is not—it is not—-—"

Tho wretched wifo could not finish tho
question that sho had begun ; hor lips scem-
ed turned to ice, and hor breath choked her,

‘1t is tho Larl of Essex’sdenth warrant,”
said Elizaboth, rising steruly np ¢ Go 1"
Sho lifted her withored finger, wnd poioted
toward the door

Tho young wife kncltnotionless, frozen as
it were with the horrid trath that had been
told her, but tho mother of Fssex stood up ;
her lips wero ashen ; her oyes had a terrible
light in them.

** Elizabeth of England, thoGreat God of
Heaven will call you to judgment for this
act.”

Befora the quo'n had rallied from the
awe with which theso words had tilled even
hor undaunted apirit, Lady Blunt had raised
her daughter-in-law from the oor,

“My daughter, lct us go. Henceforth,
wo must only trust to the God who will
avenge us "

A momncat after and tho old qucen was
alone.

(TO BE CUNTINDED.)
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ANSWERS TO 0OBRESPONDENTS,

VOLUNTEER, Fergus,—The Russian army
is supplied with the Berdan rifle, It is do.
acribed as an excellent fircarm.

Norrit Oxstow, Que.~Will the party
who seat $1.12 in a lotter bearing above
post-mark kindly send pame, and state
what the monoy is for?

A. McD., Brandon.—We do not think
thero is any law by which a party could be
fined for going from house o houss using a
silver-plating machine.

G. E, BroukLenukst, 7 Union Avenue, —
Will you please give the Publisher your
post office? For want of it no books or
other answer can be sent to you.

Karn.—You had better put your case in
tho hunds of a 1cgular physician and place
him in a position to know all about the di-
scase, Without such knowledge any opin-
ion will bo of very littlo value, indeed.

Puzziep, Barrie.—The Saskatchowan
River is higher ic midsummer than in the
spring, because the snow on the Rocky
Mountains, where tho sources of the river
aro found, does not begin to melt to any ex
tent until July and August.

Axxious, Port Elgio —We prefer not to
express u very decided opinion upon the
metits or dunerits of the new I'rauchise
Bill. You will find relialle and trusticorthy
wnformation upon thesubject in the party
pspers, which are discussing the points of
tho Isifl so **calmly and diepassionately.”

Siureeroy, Arthur.—~The antecedents of
tho late General Gordon bave been for gen-
crations soldiers. His great grandfather
fought at Prestonpans, and his grandfather
was with Wolfe st Quebee. 1l father,
Lieut. Gordog, way an artillery ofticer. In
addition to Latin, Greek, French and Ger
man, the hero of Khartoum knew Chinese,
Arabic, and tho Turkish fanguages,

D. M. (i, Halifax. — It is usual to allow
a certain period for versels to clear out of
the respectivo ports after war has been do-
clared between two nstions. lIn ths cvent
of hostilities between England and Russia
it islikely such an arravgement would be
made ns to eusure tho safety of shipping,
which at tho moment might boin the wa-
ters of tho contendiog partics.
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Work with all the 2peed and casc you can,
without breaking your head,

DissoLuTioN, — Mr. Raggles — ¢“You've
been an’ made 2 mistake with my washin,
Mrs, M-ogles, and ecnt ‘omo threo old
hankychers as don't bhelong to me, an'
nothink clsc.” Mlrs. Maugles—*Lor! iz,
Raggles, that ain't hankychers ; thatis your
snirt ag ’as como to pieces in tho washin® at
last”

BraoN 1T Frwst.—An old minister in the
Choviots used, when excited in tho palpit,
to raiso his voice to a loud half wwhimper,
half whine. Qno day a shepherd had
brought with him a youn%l collie, who be-.
camo so thrilled by the high poto of the
preacher that ho also broko oud into a
quavor 80 like tho other thst tho ninister
stopped short, ** Put ont that collio!’ ho
said, augrily.  Theshepherd, cqually angry,
seized tgo animal Ly the neck, and, s ho
dragged him down tho aisle, sent back tho
growliog rctort at tho pulpit, *‘It was yer-
zel’ bogoud it 1”

THE 800TT AOCT~-SOMETHING ABOUT
MAINE,
To ire Editor,

Sir,—Gencral Neal Dow, of Maino, claims
that in Maine thoy anvo ¢ at least 312,000,
000 ia Cirec® cost, and an equal amount in
indirect vost, making in all $24,000,000
eaved annually, which, but for prohibition,
would be spent and lost in strong drink,
This largoe saving,” ho says, ‘* is scen overy
whero through the State in too vastly im-
proved condition of the people, and in the
healthy and vigorous condition of all ourin
dustrios,”

Now, a3 prohiditury laws have held sway
in Maiae for aono 33 ycars, we may safely
cstimate that the amcunt of money saved
all thoeso years was $792,000,000, and as the
populativn of Maine is nearly stationary,
ten percent only being the increaso in 33
years, and only aumbers 648,000, this vast
amount ought aurely to leave ovidenco of its
acsumulation on every hand. Search, how-
over, fails to find one solitary cent of it,
Theso probibiti nists appear no better off,
and often worse, than surrounding States
in their ac cumulations and investments,

Innothiog «whatover canthoy compare with
Oantario. Thoy tell ua we aro cursed with
whiskey, but, thank heaven, wo aro not yet
damned with prohibition.

As of most intorest to workingmen wo
will first glanco at Maine's manufacturing
interests and wages, and compare them
with Ontario, taking only the last censas
decado:—

MANTFACTCRING ESTABLINHIENTS.,
Maine Ontario
180 eueenes 5,650 18TL ..., 10.043
1550 0cevacencs 3451 2%01 savana...e 23,100

Docreass.. 1,009 Ireseaie, ... 4,147
BANDs ZUPLOYERD,
18700000aeennns 40,150 187L.eenanne.. 8721
TSI RPN 52854 1851, ........ 118,303

Increase., 3794  Increase..... gl.?.‘—T
The incro 8o ia Mane is principally in
children employed in - he cotton iadustry.

£2,415,50
3 o>,

« $ V167,831

Inc...

Dacte. 8 Gsa?
The dsfference ia fave of Ontario is over

whelming  Now for o search for some of
that 8792,000,000. Thero arc certaia States
callod Now Epgland States They are New
[{ampshire, Vermont, Maine, Maesichusetts,
Rnode Iedaud, axd Coanecticut. \With the
two first we have nothing to do. Thay aro
under prohibitory laws, though not so
strongly erforced as in Maine, and present
the same features in greater or lesser do
gree  Massachusetts had prohititlen for
twenty yeurs, tnough not strungly caforeed.
Connesticut also hud it on the statute book
only, for the same tima. Rhode Island also
played with a delusive epectre for scveral
years. But nono of these three States ever
tricd to erforce the law as it has been at-
templed in Maine. The general claim {s
that M.ine's efforts have resulted in the
above Imge saving ; hence, the other threo
Statcs, as they aro now licenso States, with
local option, ought to Lo behind Maine in
the race for fortune, especially as they all
present nearly tho same geographical fea
turez. H~w do they reslly stavd?
MANUFACTURING ESTARLISHMENTS.

Increase in number by per cens. besweea

1550 and 1850 :—
Per cent,

A siave to 4 caesreiies cesseoteniavenes la

Rhode Iaudi, cee civeiinnsne seniasrenne. 15%
Copresticat .. cieee . .
Aa8ICBULM Seesececnrses sosssscaassscenes G2

No a1ga of the millions there.
PR s0TCTS OF MANCFACTURING STATES.

Malne weeveeen
Rhod s Ieland
Conn cticut..
Magsac hiusctts. . 32

Still sAlsine it behind. though she hus a
larger p paiation than Rhode Island or Con-
necticut. It is cvident that o sboret drain
cxists somewhere, and that *‘tho healthy
aad vigorous oxpansion” of the Generals
speech is tectotal carbon dioxide evelve?

Loaving the manufacturers wo will do-
scend to tho peoplo themselves and hunt
for this tremendous amount, which scoms to
be possessed of a similar naturo to cortain
gases which contraot or expand, and cor
tainly it is hard to find any trace of, 'The
lawz rolating to taxation inall the New Eng-
land States ars very similar, go that thoe fol-
lowing *gures may bo regarded as founded
on an equal bams. Wo fiad that in Vatoe
tho nsscssed personal property per head is
§95, in Conoccticut 197, in Rhode Islnnd
$232, in Massachusotts $205. No traco of
tha nuliions saved annually, miad., Taking
the owners of Government bonds wo find . —

Male Holding Fersale Doliding

hold-re. each, holders. euch,
Malno.eseesensses 105 $275) e §1.003
Connecticut o LG 4043 1.0aL 2w
Massachuwsetts..,, 013> 3,470 7,720 1,734

It is well hero to note that Connecticut
has o smaller population, Lest thero should
Lo o plea that theso figures do not represent
the working people whom prohibition issaid
{falsely) to benetit, wo will take tho holders
of 3500 and lcss.  Malue has 693 such bond-
holders; Connecticut has 719; Maesachu-
sotty has 7,244 ; Rhodo Island hes 263, Yet
Connecticut has a smaller population, ard
Muasachusctta is only three times larger.

Rhode Island here bears the same prpu.
lation as Maino ; but thero is no aign of the
nillions put into the p.or man's po.kes,
“nor” the vastly improved condition of the
peoplo ¢ ie Gen, N Dow,

Wo will now leavo the people and search
tho coffers of tho commonwxealth fur this
sum, and at the rate of $24,000,000 per an-
num, it surely oughttocrop up a little hero,
a3 wo have as yet found no trace of it. In
tho last census decade tho net delt of
Maine increased 37 per cent; Connecticut,
29 per cent. ; Massachusotts, 33 per ceat. ;
or placing it per capita in dollars, Maino
increased §3 per head ;5 Connecticut, §3.50 ;
and Msssachusetts, $3 70,

While in Maino tho State is supposed by
our talking General to bo getting richer by
millivns, and as the people are getting so
rich tho State kindly taxes them 45c. per
$100, though in poor licensed-ridden Con-
necticut tho rate 18 only 15c. per S100 in
Rhode Island the same, and in Massachu-
setts 3)c.

I havoheardit saidthat if tho money isnot
speat in whiskey, it will bo given to the
poor, or tho church, or the school. I netd
only remark that no one cver heard that
the poople of Maine were fond of giving
away part of this $24,00,C00 ; no oue ever
heard that they were betior thau others at
such good work. As to the echool, well
they hiave a guod good school aystem 3 but if
they had the samo population ay QOatario,
and only gave as they do now, thicy would
como over $260,C00 short of what wo spead
on our oducational system, ** The poor you
havo always with you,” says the Great
Teacher.  They certainly have in Maiae, in
spito of §24,000.000 per annum eaved, snd
oxpanding mauu‘acturcs, and no lice sed

ars.

I find recorded that in 1880 there were
Maine 3 211 paupere, of which 1,600 wero
supported in althouses (blces the murk),
and this enumeration is known ta be too
smal, Much more could bo zaid on the
tho subjzct, but 1f the Gicueral s baast needs
any more extended commentury, or the
argument of Wm. Burgess any further re-
futation, other facts are at hond. Maine is
the ouly Stato or place which has given pro-
hibition a fuir trisl; itis the only standard
wc have to gauge teetotal assertions by,ard
if it does not uphold their theories it 'is not
for them to grumble, noe to say thas we
cught not to muke tho Majuo Lw decide
against their ideas, becaure 18 13 net fully
carried out,

W, see ia this Stato prohubitien workin
ond finding that it has apparently sxppcﬁ
tho life blood out of the commonwealth,
trodden undcr foot virtuo and respect for
law, and has t ot helped the artisan classes,
wo aro justified in demanding further evi-
deace that ¢ heneficial cffects would follow
a\p{olubiwry law"” beforeaccepting the Szott
2AC,

Yours, otec.,
Gro. BousrikLp,

Toronto, May 9.

L lift my hcad boldly to tho threntening
mountain gcaks, * * * andeay, “lam
cternal and defy your power.”

. Smile not on the legend as vain, that onco
in holy hands a worthless stone bLocomes a

veap of silver.  Let thy alchemnist bo «on-

from thoe ferinentsation of decayed ideasia ' tenvment, and stone or ore shall be cqual to

that gentleman’s brain,

thee,




