Jeseg asid o tus diseiples. Wham do vou

that lan?

Swuon Peter answered and sad
tho Hon of the hiving Gad.

And Jeaus answeriug, aad to ham ;. Blessod
thoa Simon Bar-dosa  because tesh and bloud |

not revealed it to thee butmy farher who 18 10 heaven .

Anp 1 8AY TO Tias  1uAT Thov Ant Peign,

vron THIS ROCK | WLy nuitp sy Cnoren, anp tae

O rEA OF NELL sHALL NUT PREVAIL AGAINBT IT.

AnoIsnaLL cive To THEE e Kevs or mic Kine-

noxM OF HEAVEN., And whatsoever thou shalt ¢

‘Thou art Christ

say

art
vath |

PRt

ind

¢

rose

C e A it A s A ————— a oy

* Was anything concealed from Perer, who was
styled the Roex on which the Church wae bailt, who
received the Keys of the Kingdam of Heaven, und the
power ol loosing and hinding in Heaveu and on darth?”’
—Tenrtuctian Presenp xxn.

s There 13 one God, and one Church, and oue Charr
founded hy the voice of tho Lurd urox Perer.
any other Altar be erceted, or a new Priesthood esta-
blished, besides that one Altar, and one Priesthood,
isinpossible.  Whosoever gathers clsew here, scatters
Whaiever 8 devised by hunau franzy, .0 vidlation of
the Divine Ordinance, 19 adulter.us, unpious, saeede:
gons "'—St. Cyprian Fp. 43 ad plebem,

¢ Alt of them remaining silent, for the dactrine was
be, ond the reach of man, Percn the Prince of the
A postles and the supreme herald of the Chureh, not

Y e

That

upan carth, 1t shalt be buund alsoin heaven . and w hat- 5; = AT fullowing his awn inventions, nor persuaded by human
eaaver thou ahalt lacse on earth shall be loosed also in il AR X r reagoning, bat enlightened by thd FPatler, says to
teaven. 8. Matthew xvi. 15—19. ‘ 3 ;=§‘ Srea N 3 tthm - Thou art Christ, and not this alona, but the Son
i, %&'ﬁ‘iﬁ'@%& . it of the iung God.—St. Cyril of Jerusal. Cat. xu. .
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Jaly 23—Sunday—V¥1] afier Pemecos: S. Apolli-
nans B M Doub com &e.

-+ 23—Monday—S. Vincent of I'anl Conf
Duub com 10 Brev 13th of this munth
com &ec.

25—Tuesday—S. James Aposie Doub 11
class com &e.

£6—Wednesday—S. Anae Mother B V M
G Doub.

7-~Thursday—S. Soter and Cams Man
Doub from 22nd Apeil.

28—-Fnday—3S. Victor £ P M Doud Sup

.

o«

Com &a.
*+ 20—Sawrday—$. Felix II P M Dab Soup
com.
e it AT E2TIIIN e
PASTORAL LETTER OF THE ARCH.

BISHOP OF PARIS,
From the U. S. C. Magazine.

Tho following extract from a letter, recently
addzesaod to the clergy aad laity of his diocese,
ty Mgr Affre in refecence to the political changes
wn France, contains an admirable outline of the
doctrino which has always bren  mraintaived
among Catholics, on tho nature ot the temporl
power 3ad the relations of the church with civil
govoramenty ; it shows the essential tendency of
her spirit and policy to diffuse the blessings of
trao hberty, and throws cansiderable light on the
<haracter of the several revolutions that have
successively agitated Irance. This document
deserves an attentive perusal, and will be read
with pattisulsy interest now as being ano of the
1as2 product:ons of the lamented prelate.

DENYS AUGUSTINE ATFRE, by the merey
of God and the grace of the haly apostulic see
archbishop of Pans, to the clergy and faithful
of our diocese, heaiih and benediction in vur
Lord Jesus Christ.

Nover, my acar brethren, was 1t more neces-
sary to invoke the divine protecuon over Frauce.
God alono can ungarnt toa people, called upon to
tegulate 1ts puinical destinies, the wisdom it has
roed of at s0 important 2 cnisis, because he alvae
holds 1n his hands the thoughts and the words of
men, Our destinmies are not the result cither of
chanco or of leatned combunations. - What
appoars fortuitous to aur uncertawn counsels,”
says Boasuet, **is the effect of cuacerted design
i a higher sphere.”  Who amongst us, in hear-
g the ternble thunderbolt tha: came without
any warmmng sign, to crash in aa instanta throne
of such m:ghty power, did not unmediately re-
<ognise the mysterious designs of flim, whoia
pleased to show to kings that they are mnvesied
only witha borrawed inajesty.  What Chnsuan,
after baving fallea down to adore this prompt
and terrific jusuce, dues not fuel the necessity of
rawsing his cyes to heaven, o 1avoke upon France
1na plentuous benedictions!

Eloctions wiil svon be held for tha purposc of
appointing representatives whose business will
bo to fraws a new coastitation. Let us not
forget, my doar brethren, that there 1s a suprenme
lawgiver above, who reigns over all legislauive
assemblies; who alene czn sceure the influence
«of just iaws, because he alono can inspite that
dwsintercatedacss, that lovo of jusiice and troe

hbarty which are superior to the passions of men
Lt us 1avoko that wisdom which 50 oficn aban-
dons tho thrones of this carth, but which from
.all eternity is scated by the throne of I:im who
-etaated the woirld.  liet us implore 1t, 1n behalf
-of onz reprosentatves, that it may direct them in
thqir,procecdings, and roay defend their ander

",

sgainst all the despicable interests that may
strive to Linder i3 success.
Equity 10 tho lans, equuity in tho officers who
interpret ur exccute them, s.ncere submissien
on the part of the citizens, prompted by a great
love of order, patriotic courage courage to de-
fend society at the risk of life ; these are all gfts
vf Gud, because every ! perfect gift cometh
from him.”* To him, therefure, the iaeshausu-
ble source of all gaod seatiments and of all the
virtues, should we elevate our hearts witha
feeung of tender love and unshaken confidence.
Ask us not, doar brethren, if we have any
other desires. After having entreated the holy
Spirit 10 enlighten a nation whose destinies are
su dear to us, we have but one wish, a wish that
embraces every other, that expresses all oor sea-
umens, aud (hat scems to break focth Trom our
beart a cry of luse anrd hope , that wish, wo take
s0d to witness, is the happiness of the country.
* The happiness of the people is the supreme
law,” said ove of our predecessors in 1789 : **it
s the first principle and as it were the last end
of all just government. How could the divine
wisdom and goodness have consented to sacrifice
tho welfare of the masses to the glory of afew
individuals?  Jiwas the design of God, m ap-
potnung chiefs fur the govermmnent of a people,
to furnish them with protectors. It was his -
tention according to the sublime declaration of
Jesus Christ, that the h'zhest among mea should
be the servantsof all.”
Take notice, dear brethren, of that astounding
word, that the fitst, the heads of nauons, what-
ever their form of goverament, are buund to
have the modesty, the devotedness, the probity
of good servants.  Hence 1s derived thatadmira-
ble expression of puhhic service, to designate the
various employments of the magistracy, the ar-
my and the administrauion.  We, your pastors,
are sull more your servants, fur the spititual
welfare of yvour souls. Our chief pastor, the
sovereign ponuf, considers 1t a greater honor to
style limself the servant of the servants of God,
than could he conferred by any of s other titles.

You will observe, that this idea of power has
ncver been entertained except in the Chnstian
church. You wouid look 1n sain among the
writers of pagan  anuquity, orin those regions
where civil government has yet been uninfluenc-
ed by the hight of the Gospel, for the magnifi-
cent idea aof power inculcated by the Savieur of
men.  If we tura frum the Gospel to the most
illustrious doctor of the church, we shall hear
the same doctnine expressed. ** They who
command,” says St. Augustin, ** should not be
actuated by a spint of dominaticn, but by a de-
sire to promoto the public gosad ; thisis the order
of nature, and so has Gud consutoted the human
race.” Theso last words, ** such is the order
of nature, such 13 the consutution of the haman
fanuly,” arc remackable, and the truth which
they announce, is ao longer a debatablo opinion,
but zn cstablished paint of lax. If heathen
governmenss have overlooked 1t, we must attri-
bute the oversight to their ignotance of the es
sential &lements of our nature. Such is the
doctrine of St Augustin, who, in the fifth cen-
tury, was the oracle of cocncils, the congueror
of heresic, and the most 1mposing authorny for
theologians of subscquent times. But ho has
done notlung more than give expression toa
prnciplo which shows atsslf 1n the fundamental
dogmas of Chaistianity, ints worality, its dis-
cipline, and its worship. It proclaims Jo men,
what they never heard before. * You are bro-
thren, because you have 2 common Father in
heaven, whoso children yoo are by tho twofold

takiag, if it u» worthy tho noble hoatt of Frgace,

unle of creation and .:-guaeratan. A brother

invested wuh authority cannot dumincor oves
his brethren . he can ouly assist and seive them
—* Yaa must Jove each oiker,” savs Jesus
Christ . but Jova .uduces aae to scrve hus neigh
bor, to be devated 10 lus intc  sis, and fur this
end to maka the must heruic, sasrifices. Qur
worship and discapline, being but an espression
of the maral dogmas of Chiistiznny, mast aw <k
en the same sentiments in all who are ammated
with its spirit.

Histary, indeed, will tell you, that this spir.
was intruduced but very gradaally and almost
wnperceptibly in.0 civil governments, but we
must abscrve that 1t was nut the office of the
chureh to spread, by cocreive means, a dactrine
which was 10 be sealed by no other Lived thaa
that of her apostles and disciples. God, the
sovereign Lurd of man wuom he created wut of
nothing, has (haaght proper to respeet s liber-
ty. Maa, then, was to be led by suasive raeans
to makeo a good use of power and of fortuae, and
to hold his passions subjection; a work which.
considering the nature of the human heart, re-
quired 2 long time for its accomplishment : but
God is more panent than we are, ** because he
is aternal.”

Let us not farget that, according tothe designe
of the Alm:ghty, man, regenerated by the Gos-
pel, 15 bound to aspire, abuve all things else, to
an eterna! kingdom. By an admirable connec-
tion, however, the pursmt of his immort2! desu-
ay has disclosed to him the true secret of politi-
czhptaspenity and social happiness. We must
remember, also, that Jesos Christ, in declariifg
his kingdom to be not of this world, has ne:ther
commanded nor condemned any parucular form
of goverment. St. Paul, alleding to these 1n
power, has merely said that they were tho ** mun-
1sters of Gud for the good of the peuple.””

With these views, the church existed uhder
the Roman empire, and under the monarchies
and ftalian repubhics of the middle age, as she
now lives under the Swiss confederation and the
democratic goverments of North aad  South
Amcerica. It is a thing unheard of, that thecler-
gy of those countries have ever shown the least
opposition to such a state of things, or have dis-
played less attachment to 1t than any other class
of citizens ; hut with due submission to the pow-
ers 1that are, they address to monarchs as well as
to the president of repu’ ~s—the language of
St. Paul, ** You are the ministers of God for the
aoud of the people.™

Uader our former monarchies, we thought not
of demanding 3 democratic ¢nnsiitution, because
Trance had neverd entertamed this idea from the
time that Clovis first esiablistied his throne upen
a rein of the Roman empite.  During that long
periud, howerer, of foutteen hundred years, the
spirie of Diberty, inherent in Chzstiannty, has
ncver faled to show utself.  fa the abseace of
political faws, it wasseen in the national manners
and chiefly in the conduct of the clergy. Our
ancient states genesal were forimed upon the mo-
del of our councils.  Whea our old political as-
semblics were deficient in wisdory, the church
made her voico heard. She protesied against
any kind of oppression. sho spoke to kings,
through the agency of ker bishopg;2nd compell-
cd them to regulato, by the spirit of the Gospel,
a power which waa not sufficiently, determined
by the constitution of the state. The Gospel
was known to all. the poor and the rich, the
weak and the powerfal, all revered it as the
highest law.

It is accessary to toll you, that the panic caus-
ed by the innovations which so profoundly agi-
tated Europe in tho sixteenth century, often led
our ancestors to surround the throne witk dan-

*n

»eroas adalativa, and that the Juve of libertr
suffered fiom the fear of the punls, to which relr
«i.n and the power Jhat protecied i wera expos
ol Aadyet, how sigadicawdly did <aa greac
Dishop of Meaax and tHe illustiivus acchbishop
of Camibrai speak to the mast alsoluta of moa:
archs! What was the language of Massillon to
L..8 XV, and to his implous and cffeminate
cour:? ¢ The greatones of the world,? said hu,
*“ would be uscless on earth, if the poor and un-
happy did nat claim their assistance. They owe
Jhear elevation anly to the pabdz wanis. and'se
farare the people from being made f3: them,
they theosclves Lave been mado what they are
only forthe people. . . . . . God has imposed
upoa them the care of the weak aad the littl.
and by fulfilling this daty they carry out the de-
sigas of lg elernal wisdam. There s auihuag
real in thar greainess, bevond the ose whieh
they make of it for thase who suffer. This .~

the only distinction that God has conferred upox
them. . . . . They forfest the right and the title

cf their greatness, from the moment they turn it
only to therr own private ends.”  Similar views
are expressed by the other orators of the church
W hat magistrate, publicist, or philosopher woold
at that tung have spoken so loadly in behslf of
popular hiberty, and so tespectfully of the ems-
nent dignity of the poor man? When the gran..-
son of Louis XV, sixty years later, convoked
tho stztes-general and the national aszembly, n
order to consecraie our hbestics by a consutatan
the clergy were at least as favourable 1o the mca-
Fauro as ihe other classes.of sacigty.

Here, dear brethren, we not only solicit your
attention, but request you to censider scriously,
without prejudice, and with the rare intelligeace
tor whreh ynu are distinguished, the real histore
ef that epo-h wirch has been so obseered by the
pen of mterested and ncadacious writers, If
you examine thia history with unpartiality, you
will be convinced that liberty would have achies-
ed a signal triumph in those days, if unfortunate-
Iv it bad not met wich formidable enemies in the
proseribers of our worship and our faith. Que
first republic succombed under the weight of ns
owntyranny, and it was tyrannical because 1t
was ant-christian.  Chnstisanty  would have
caused it 1o respect individual liberty, paternal
authority, cuajugal unity, the propesty, ! ozer
and lives of the citizens ; but an impious infztua-
tion made it more blind to these fandamental
principles of all sacial order, than the moet des-
pouc royaly had ever been before it.

We are not disposed to flatter yoo, deas bre
thren ; but we cannot refrain from pronconcing
over you a blessingy, when we see you, yet amidst
the smoking ruins of the power thar has jass
been destroyed, manifesting sa profound a res-
pect Jor tho nights of that Sovercign Master, whe
teaches kings, in a maaner worthy of his great-
ness, that they should use thewr power, ax he
uses his, for the welfare of men.

Undes the reign of Buonaparte, who spread
far and wide the terror of our arms and ths glory
of the French name, the canse of liberty Lad
much to soffer: because, notwithstanding the
restoration of religisn, which was one of the
most gloricus acts of that epoch, the genera!
policy of Napoleon was Jess the dictate of Chris
tian sentiment than personal interest. By the
same spirit of egnlism were the most ardent
advocates of democracy changed into ready sup-
portors of his brlliant yot degpotic reign. Who
had the courage to resist him? A’ feeble old
man seated in the chair of ‘St Peter, and the
French Ebiscopacy, who bath entered their pro
test in favour of liberty and of the papal righre

You know what &was thit fate’ of oor liberticy



