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ORGANIZATION OF TIiF FLEET.

Squadrons and Divisions.— A naval force,
according to its importance, and the de-
signation conferred by the proper authority
bears the title of fleet” (arméenavale), squad
ron or division. But whatever may be it
title, it is aiways known, ina technical gens -
as a fleet (armée.)

The fleet is divided into several squadron.
each squadron being divided into divisions.
The division is the tactical unit, and is com-
posed of two, three or fourships.

.~ The light ships constitute thelight squad-
ron, the transports, the convoy.

The admiral assigns in general orders,
_particular duties to the commanders of
squadrons and divisions, whetker in port or
at sea, for the police and the general con-
duct of their respective commands,

livery ship receives a number which
gives her one invariable station in every
order of which the fleet is capable of being
formed. In numbering the ships the natu-
ral order is observed, the flag ship taking
No. 1 The partition of the fleet into squad-
rons, and divisions also follows the nateral
sequence of numbers. .The first squadrons
and divisions are composed of ships having
the first numbers. In each squadron snd
division, the senior cofficer takes the lowest
number. Like the ships, each squadron
has its own particular number by which it
is known and its station assigned. The
divisions are also numbered. The first di-
vigion of the first squadronis that in which
tBH} ‘commander-in-chief is placed. The
last*@tvision of the last squadron takes the
number of that squadron multiplied by the
otHiber of divisions to each squadron,

“Slould the admiral have reason to believe
#t-he is superior in number to the enemy,
‘Methay in his discretion form a detached
- syadron, which takes the name of squadrou

‘oPTeserve.

(PO

erhaps no betterillustration of the peculiar
- génlus ef the French navy could be given tian
e word armee. We have translated it by the
word fleet, the nearest English equivaient ; buu
the word really means army, and naval army
(armee navale) distinguishes the sea force from
the army of land forces. The French frequentiy
' usethe word Heet, for which they give the foiiow-
ln%deﬂnitlon H
loile.~The name given to the naval armics
gauz armees navales) of the ancients. In modein
imes the word fleei, has been applied ton larce
number of vessels (particuiarly those of ccm-
merce)sailing together; but at present the words
army (armeef squadron (cscadre) division(division)
etc., are preferred when speaking of the ships of
the nayy, Latterly the word fieet (flotte) has
been adopted for designating the total number of
ships which compose the effective naval force ot
the state.—Dictionnaire de Marine a Voiles et a
Vapeur, TRANSLATOR.

The squadron of reserve acts independent-
ly. Signals affecting it are addressed to its
commanding officer, who alone replies, and
who makes to his own squadron such signal
as are necessary to carry out the_ orders of
the admiral,

ORDERS OF STEAMING (OR SAILING) OR OF BATTLE.

While under way, a fleet is generally form-
ed in such an order ss will keep it well to-
gether and at the same time!prevent collis-
ions, The orders in which a fleet under
steam may be rangedjarc as follows: Sim-
ple orders, special orders, compound orders,

Simple orders are those in which the
ehips are ranged according to their nunabers
on a right or a broken line. There are five
simple orders : The line ahead, the line
abreast, the line of bearing, the order of
chase, the order of reireat.

Tho line ahead is when tha ships of the
flect follow in the wake cf the leading ship.
When ranged on aline perpendicular to the
course, they arein tlie line abreast.

The line of bearing is when the ships are
ranged on a lineZrunning obliquely to the
direction of the course, :

In the order of chase the’ships are ranged
from right to left in the order of their num-
bers, on two lines of bearing forming a sa-
lient angle of eight points (90°).

In the order of retreat the ships are rang-
ed from right to left according to their num-
bers, on two lines of bearing forming a re-
entrant angle of eight points.

A fleet formed in simple order is said to
be in the natural order when the ships are
placed according to their numbers from
right to left, or from the leading ship to the
sternmost one. It)isin an inverted order
when the reverse is the case.

Special orders are those in which the ships
are not necessarily formed in the order of
theiv num" ~vs, These ovders comprise all

the combinations of which a fleet is capable.’

The signal book provides for the following
special orders: Tbe order by squadrons or
by divisions, the triangle, the order en
echelons, thesquare, the compact, order, na-
val square. .

Compound orders are those in which the
squadrous or divisions, considered as units,
and formed in the same order, occupy in
regard to each other certain relative posi-
tions determined by the admiral. [y

There are two kinds of compound orders.
The order formed by squadrons or divisions
abreast ; the order formed by squadrons or
divisions a line ahead (in colunrns of squad-
rons, etc). These two may be, subdivided
into as many orders as there are distinct
formations for each squadron or division.
The signal book gives four compound orders,

1st. The lino abreast by squadronfjorjdi-
vision, the squadron or division being in the
line ahead. This orceris also termed the
order in column of squadrons or divisions.

2nd. The line ahead by equadronsi(or di-
visions), the squadrons (or divisions) being
in line abreast.

3rd. The line abreast by squadrons or
(division.

4th. The line ahead by “squadrons (or Qi-
visions. ’ :

A fleet formed in compound order is said
to be in the natural order when eachjsquad-
ron or division is in ite natural order. It is
an inverted order when the reverse is the
case. In compound crders the squadrons
or divisions are formed according tojtheir
numbers from right to loft, or from the lead-
ing ship tothe sternmost one.

The admiral may at any time by signal
invert the order of any particular squadron
or division.

When ships are formed on two parallel
lizes, and those of ore line correspond or
are opposite to the intervals between the
ships of the other line, they form an indent-
ed line.

The indented line may bLeladopted in all
orders. It is effected by the odd-numbered
ships falling out to tho right or to the left
of the line according to order.

Whatever may be the order adopted, it is
necessary to know, that it may be formed
and maintained by the normal speed, the dis-
tance, the interval, and the spacing.

The distance is the space which separat-
ed the ships of the same squadron or divi-
sion.

The interval is the space which in com-
pound orders separaies the squadrons or
divisions.

The spacing is the interval which in in-
indented orders separates two parallel lines,

‘The distance and the interval are measur-
ed from mainmast to mainmast,

The spacing is messured on the perpen-
dicular to the two lincs,

The speed is deterziined by the number
of revolutions made by the screw of the
flag-ship. When not otherwise signalled,
the normal speed is that which has been es-
tablished by a standitig order of the com.
mander-in-chief. Tho distance should be
two cables length multipliad by the num-
ber of ships which culapose each squadron
or division, if they are equ:l; otherwise, by
those of the most nunierous.

A fleet formed in’ compound order pre-
serves the distance of deployment when the
interval which separates the squadrons or
divisions is equal to the distance signalled
between two ships multiplied by the num-
ber of ships in the most numerous squadron
o$ divigions.



