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BRANCH 293,

To strike out iu section 155 tha fol
lowing, ** But such meetings shail not
be on a Sunday or legal hollday.”

BRANCH 200

To allow brauches to hold regular
meetings on Sundays aud the continu.
auce of the §1 00 bonus.

VISIT OF GRAND PRESIDENT
HON. M. F. HACKETT T HAL-
IFAx; N' s.

After many pressing invitations
from representative oflicials in that
section, a very strong one, issued by
the sevoral Brauches of the city of
Halifax and Dartmouth, had the de-
sired effect of inducing our worthy
Grand President to make us a visit so
long desired. Accompanied by his
anmiablelady, he arrived there on Tues.
day evening, 19th ult., by C. P. Rall.
way, and was met and welcomed at tie
station by quite a gathering of
brothers. A special committee, com-
posed of Grand Daputy Cragg, Presi-
dent Monaghan, Branch 132: Presi-
dent O'Donnell, Branuch 160 ; President
Graunt, Brauch 203, and President
Thomas, Branch 2{if, escorted the
visitors to the Halifax Hotel, where
appropriste quarters had beenengaged.
Here again the Grand President wag
met, notouly by a further gathering
of members, but by several members
of the City Council and leading citizens,
who accorded him a hearty welcome
and practically bestowed on him the
freedom of the city. Most unfortunate,
the weather for the two following days
ramained most obstinately wet and
disagreeable, yet everything possible
was done to neutralize these climatic
conditions and to try and make the
visitors forget the weather. But it was
impossible to carry out the ariginally
arrauged programme. On Wednesday
morning coflicial visite were made to
Goverpment House, City Hall and the
Parliament Buildings. Lteutenent-
Governor Daly was, as might be ex-
pected from our distinguished co.
religionist, most cordial in his greet-
ings, and the same may be sarid of His
Worship Mayor Stcphens and Hon.
George Murray, the Premier.  Follow-
ing this Bro. Hackett Junched at the
Halifax Club with some promtuent C.
M. B. A. members. After lunch
Madame Hackett was called on by the
wives and daughters 0f our members.
Atthe conclusion of the reception the
party, by special invitation of the
Gardens Commissioners, ade a visit of
inspection to this *¢ Pride of Halifax,"
and not only did they see all that was
to be seen, but came away laden with
choice biquetr, Haturning, & brief
stop was made at St. Mary's cathedral,
the magnificent new decorations of
which were greatly admired. Wednes-
day evening was sot apart for a grand
rally of all members at the association
rooms on Darrington street. The at-
tendance was good and the rousing
eloquence of Hon. Mr. Hackett on that
occasion made such an impression on
the gathering that many of those whu
have been lukewarm in the past will,
without doubt, bscome imbued with
that vigorous interest which, as the
G:aud President so forcibly pointed
out, is the sacred duty of each and
every member,

Already the fruits of his stirriog ad-
dress are visible, in the fact that a
number of applications and examina-
tions are in process ; and many more
will follow,

Thursday was t~ have besn the day

A

for a graud harbor excursion, but alas*
the elements wers agalnst it.  ln the
evening, however, the mombers ac
corded the Grand President and visit-
ing brothers a banquet at Hotel Fior
ence, a bright new summer hotel
situated about ten iniles outside the
clty  Instead of a contemnpluted water
excursion one by rail was substituted.
A special conveyed the party, number
{ng about ssventy five, and, after en
joying the repast, speechos were made
in proposing and responding to the
toasts of the Queen, Our Guest, Visit-
ing Brothers, ete. Hare again our
Grand President delighted his listen-
ers by his charmivg falicity in reach-
fug their hearts with words breathing
that spirit of fraternity which he never
tires iu inculcating. Rev. Father
William McDonald, from Stellarton—
the big man with the big heart ; Rav.
Father McKeough, from Pictou : Bro.
J. P. Hallivey, from Truro, and others
also made capital speeches. The only
drawback to the entertainment was
the rutbless insistence of the raliway
poeople to start the return journey on
schedule time, and thus the merry
gathering was cut short, although the
run home wae made lively by soug
and jest. Oa Friday morning the
members had the very great pieasure
of being joined by ex Graud Chancellor
Bro. Dr. MacCabe, who has besn
sojourning at Truro. Friday after-
noon an impromptu excursion on the
harbor was organized, and the guests
bad the opportunity of cruising over
the finest harbor in tho world
with the accompaniment of as
bright a suushiune and as invigorat-
ing a breeze as this world affords.
Friday evening was looked torward to
as the great unight, and it truly was a
 red latter occasion for the C. M. B. A
in Halifax, as one of the most im
portaut features of that ieeting
was the noble and characteristic letter
of His Grace the Archbishop, Dr.
O'Brien, addressed to Girand Dap.
uty Cragg the whole associatton will
read its encouraging words with ap-
preciation and delight.
Lnstieo, PN EC T O duly 20 1,
Todas I Crasg, Eeq s brad Bepaty O MR

AL Hanfox t o,

Dear Mr, Cragg: Iregret verys mnch that
unavoldable ‘absctice (rom the (ty dedrives
e of the jdvasure of mceang wad Weleoming
the Hooe M Hachet? aschi f eXecatave of foe
CoM B AL 1 must beg ol Yot to b e fnter
preter of my Sontiments, and 10 nidhe known
N SYmpatdy Withand approval of, the llrm
ciples and sims of the GO M B AL and my
earnest hobe tha! ars Wmonberstiip may by
Lugedy it teased. 1 eordialiy mate with my
fellow-anembers i WAAINZ a uearty Weantie to
onr cef Eveoi v et ermd truat s visit to
Haufx may be a pieasnnt one, and conduco
10 the best intores s of ournoble Association.

1 v, youre very rruly,
agnedy 0 CL O BRUEN,
Archibisnop ot Halifax.
The local press gives the followiug

accouut of the meeting :—

Members of theC. M. B. A. and their
friends filled St. Marv's hall last even-
ing, the occasion being addresses by
Hon. M F. Hackett, Graud President
of the association, and others, regard:
ing the association and 1ts atms and
objects. Jawmes R Cragg, local presi
dent, occupied tae chair, and beside
him, on the stage, which was decorated
with plants and flowers, were Hon. Mr.
Hackett, his honor the lieutenant gov-
ernor, his worship the mayor aud De.
MacCabe. The other gentlomen on the
stage Incinded Rev. De. Foley, Rev.
Pater McDonald, of Stellarton, Rev.
Father Underwood and other members
of the clergy.

In opening Mr. Cragg read letters
from 1iis Grace the Archbishop and
Rev.Dr. Murpby, whe were absent from
the city, regretting their absence but
aseuring the members of the association
of thelr hearty co operation in theoaims

aud objre's of the C M B A, They
particuiarly regretted inability to bo
preseut to welcome the grand presi.
dent

The chatrman on mtroducing Mr
Hackett, spoke of that gentlemnan s
prominence s a Catindian and a ¢ M
B A mtiibor and patd a tribute to
his ability

Hou Mr Hackett, on rislng, was
greoted  with  loud  applause He
thought the chatrman must have pre
varicated slightly In regazd to his tn
troduction and that he should notify
the audience #o thas they should not
expect too much and be disappolinted.
He had been in the city four days, and
words fatled to express the seutiments
of himself aud Mrs Hackett over their
welcome by all creeds and classes  Ho
had heard ¢f the C. M. BB A. members
of Halifax before, but his expectations
had been vclipsed by his welcome  Hea
and Mrs. Hackett had read the history
of Nova Scotia aud they had read of
the beautiful harbor of Halifax, its
park gardeus and surroundings and
they were delighted at haviug seen
them : words falled to express their
teelings. He was not egotistical
enough to take this welcome to himself
personally, when he refiucted how
little he had done to deserve it, but
looked upon it as a tribute to the post
tion which he holds, and which he said
it was bis deeire to fill In such a way
as to conduce to the credit and advan.
tage of the association. He had re
celved from wuorth, south, east and
west many flattering proofs of kiud
ness aud contidence from hia brethren,
but none touched him more than the
avidence of the good will of the Hiali.
fax brethren. Io presence of such
marks of confidence he felt strength-
cued in the resolve to make every
persona! sacrifice and to spare no patns
to desetve it.

He was happy tosay the C. M. B A
is 4 band of brothers, a brotherhood of
friondship and benevolence which
kuows uo dittinction of origin or class,
but which emnbraces In ity protective
folds vvery class and condition of man-
kind, ouly asking that they kucel at «
cominott altar and mlingle in a union
of hearts, a reciprocal affection aud a
mutual aid, which will redound to their
greatest morrl, meterial, general aud
iudividual advancement. The C M
B. A is more than a mutual beunefit
assoclation. It has not only tor its
aim to assist the widow and orphan,
but its mission ir to elevate and edu
cate the Catholic masses. There is
something comforting in the thought
that Catholics possess such an justitu
tion, which alins to make men nobdler,
greater, truer and better men and clt-
izens.

The growth of the association is
marvellous, and there is, 80 to speak,
no locality of importance, no growth
of Catholics upon the coutinent which
dous not feel, directly or lndirectly, its
beneficial and salutary effects. Ivg
groates: ambition is to unite the Cath
olics of Canada. Its mission is great,
uoble, geucrous and goed, aud no man
who loves his country and his feliow
man—~no matter before what altar he
kueels or in what tongue his Juilaby Ia
suug, will fatl to Fay from his heart of
hearts, to the cfticers and members,
ravk and file, '*God bless you, go on
iu your noble work.™

Wa live in au age of combination,
when desired results are moro easily

* obtained by union, the crystallization,
20 to epeak, of all the living forces
available, whether of men or capital
Uualon iu part isatrength for any pur

i pove. It may besaid the C. M. B. A
encroaches upon a fiold alrnady pre.

empted by mam Nindred associations,
but such contentien i nost nutenable.
He Kuew ot uo divine right which
gtves the monopely to any one or
body . but in auv caas the field Is
broad ¢nough for ait o the tace of
the evening ¥ magmificent demonstea

tton, which bore uumistakabio testt

mony to thelr lovalty to the order, It
might seemn supertiuoys to offer advice

But {f he might venture to do so he
would say : Cultivate sand encourage
aAbove all the fraternal spirlt which
constitutes the chlef atim ang streugth
of thelr baloved association Lot It be
& band of brothers fu tho trudet seose
of the word, thus setting au edifying
example to thelr co religlouists who
have not yet atillated with them  All
can leave their footprints upon the
sands of time. The years depart, but
the good done lives and abides Cath.
olics of education, wealth and {ntlu.
dnce owe it as a solemn duty to them-
selves and their co religionists to help
on the good work which the assocla-
tion has undertaken by jolning its
rauks «# 800N as possible.

Tha C. M. B. A appeals to all as a
Canadlian lustitution  {t i essentlally
a Canadian society  In 182, when the
death rate in the United Statas became
greater than the Canadlan members
telt they should bear, thoy saw the
necemsity of a Canadian institution.
The Catholics of this gzrsat Dominton
ary loyal to the Canadlan flag. We
stand under the folds of a flag that
glories in liberty and freedom n every
sense of the word. There is a grea’,
and glorious future in Hallfax and the
surrounding towans fortheC M. B A,,
he satd.

He agaln referred 10 the many
natural beautles this fair city of ours
possesses, and of its very hospltable
preople.  He requested the lidies par-
ticularly to show their fathers, brothers
and husbauds the way tothe C. M B.
A o closing he sald the recoption
tondered him and Mrs. Hacket will
long rematn in his memory, and he
hoped some day to return and meet
them ail again,

The uext spesker Intreduced by the
chairman was 1)r MacCabe, who war
ong of the first graund presidents of the
asgociation in Canada  After the able
addresd of the graud president ho felt
thut further reinurhs seemed out of
place. He had speat some of hiy lite
in Nova Scotia, and ho walked the
streets of Halifxx now with just as
warin & heart as he had twenty thres
years ago. The occasion was particu-
larly ploasing to himn, and he expressed
the warmest greatings from his brother
membersof tha ° M. B A of Ottawa.

Short addresses wero alo given by
the Rev  Father Mcihnald, ot Stellar-
ton ; Rev. Father U nderwocd, of Dart-
mouth, aud the Rev e loley.

His Honor L.t GGovernor Daiy moved
a vote of thanks, which was seconded
by Mayar Stephen, tothe speakors, and
heartify parsea

The evening's programins was inter-
spersed with vocal selections by Misees
Murphy aud boyle, and FProfessor
Currle

Hou. Mr. Hackettand lady took their
departure on Saturday morning for
Yarmouth, wheuce a presing luvita-
tion had beou extended them—carry ing
with them the genuiue friendship and
admiration of all with whom they catna
in contact. Private hospitaiity was
extended the party by His Houor the
Ls-Governor  and~ Mrs Daly,
Premier Murray, Mes  John Murphy,
‘“ Briar Cottage " aund others. Bro.
Geo. W. Cooke, Amherst, the present
Nova Scotlan representative on the
list of Grand Councl! ofticers, was with




