
THE INDEPhENDENT FORESTER.

the proccecdius of the National Fraternal Con.i
grress. Apart frorîî the purticular interest we as
Izîdependent Forest.eis take in thie ceîebrated con-
verîtiori owing to the fact of our Chief presiding at
its semsions, there were, mattera discuueed and
action taken that will lie of interest to every
fraternalist in Aierica or eleewhere.

We Icarn froni the Fraierncd Moizitor that a new
order lias been establisld-it juvezîile auxiliary te
the modern Woodnen. The order is known by
the singular nppellation of '«lîatriotic Order of the
Owl." This is net the saine as the bird mention-
cd in the tcxt: - 'I arn like a pelican of the wilder-
ness, I arn like an owl of the descrt." On the con-
trary, it L e a more domesti cated fowvl that hiashbeen
dwellingin the forest along tinie withithe Woodnen.

*e
The Insurance Record, commenting on the aîliter-

ative forme of a certain order, -wants a ncw order
started under the nanie «"9Independent and Infer-
nial Idiots of Irîsurilace Iînbeeility." We always
did thînk the policyholders of old line companice
ought te combine to try and close up the dividends,
commissions and other rat-hole expenes of thieir
coucerns. Bt thisijetie first time we ever heard a
really appropriate tîtie fora aplicyholders' associa-
tion.

At Owen Sound, besicles addressing a mass mneet-
ing at Melauclhlin Park, the Chief presided for a
considerable tiie at the indoor sessions, replied to
an address froni Court Northcrn Lighit of the I.0. F.,
an addres by the local Court of the C.O.F., and a
untanimous resolntion of congratulation fromn the
Higli Court, and, alse, made the Mayor and an
Alderman Foresters-at-sight. Re did net 'wish te
overtax himself, howcver, se he loft te preside over
the National Fraternal Congrees.

Canvassing and Caucusing.

It ie sometimes borne in upen the mind at High
Court meetings and sinmîlar conventions that a
good deal of canvassiug is being donc and thiat the
canvassing spirit, if cn.rried tee far, may lie a dan-
gerous usurper of the fraternal spirit. This ie a
difficuit subjeet te, pronounce upon ; for one mian
wvill dra\, the line very sharply, while another
,will allow considerable latitude. As a rule, the
old attendant at }Tighi Court who, je kîîewn to
nearly evi-ybody, and w~ho, lias, tierefore, ne need
of caîîvassing, je very pronounced against the
iniquities of elcctieneering. On the otlier banud,
the ambitious newv ineier whie is perhaps think-
ing oveiniuch of lie own dlaims te greatness, je
apt te despise the laek of eystemn displayed and te
try and pa-ste ever the record of proceedingu a leaf
from the tactics ef practical politicians.

IL je evident that the mnan whe, succeede iii divid.
ing any Court or Lodge (Subordinate or High) izîto
twe delinite parties, succeeds in destroyi. g the
fraternal, spirit and introducing in its place a
spirit of partisan animnesity ýnd mistrust. IL je,
therefore, wise fer every enember or delegate of an
Order when hie iii called upon te cast his ballot
betwecn brother and brother, te have sonie rules
te guide hlm whcn ho is approachied or soliciteci
on lichai! of a candidate. W'e shall endeavor tri
suggeet a few simple consîderations in this re.
spect.

In the firet place, it de net appear very eh.
jectionable or eveni at ail unfi-aternai for Bro.
Snmith, whe knows that Bro. Joncs would like a
certain office, te ask hie acquaintances at the con-
vention te, give Bro. Joncs a vote. This is a natural
thing te de; at any rate, iL i8 se far natural that a
brother doing it might, le considerably surprised if
yeu told him it was wîckcd and unfraternal.

But iL ie se easy for Bro. Smnith, canvaasing juet
a little for Bro. Joncs, te, join hands with Bro.
Brown, whe in canvassing juet a littie for Bro.
RLobinson who le net running for the saine office.
Thus almeest unconscîously yen have formed a
4catcue.'

Now, it je in the nature of a caucue, as ini the
nature of a cancer, te grow; and theugh eut eut
and separated, te grow agaîn and keep grewing
and eating eut the biody iL lîves upen. EveryiLie
the caucus meets, it, becemes a larger caucua, more
systemnatie, more highly organized. A chairman
is appoîntcd ; men arc alletted te see certain other
men; the objecte and motives ef certain candi-
dates are discusscd, and in their absence probably
misjudged. Then followe what je a natural con-
sequence, a cornplete ticket je drafted covering
ail the elective offices-a ticket te lie swallowed
regardlese. Te facilitate the purpose of electing
this ticket, the indlividuel naines of which might,
escape the menlory, the ticket je printed and
handed te the faithful. It je elected rernorse-
lessly, there being ne ergenîzed opposition. A
voter, more clear-sighted than polite, spoils hie
ballot by writing over it "1Machine wine." The
rcsult je neyer in doulit. IL will then lie in order
for the victorieus machine votera (a! ter having re-
joiced> te separate and go aside, every man by hiîn.
self, and each hold hie head in hie hiande while hie
tries te think how inuch hie lite ailded to, the
fraterrna1 spirit and how well hie lias vindicated hie
independence as a man.

IL may-be thiat some ethera will say te, thein-
selves, '4 We tee shall ceucus and get eut tickets,
and when next election. in held we shall lie there
aIse." But this action, though provoked, je more
unfraternal than the first. For ini euch opposition
the firat caucus will. find its excuse and its justifi.


