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A most incigive leaflet, which I have pasted into
- my Bible;, is’entifled *Responsibility of Christian
Women Respecting Culture.” It speaks of*the mod-
ern temptation that has come, clad in the garb of en
angel of light, to the women of our churches and i
_ watchword is “ Culture, Culture.” :
This is the day of woman's clubs, and I venture to
~—-affirm that no woman here is so behind the times but
that she belongs to a club for the study of art, or
literature, or history, or social science, or current
eventsj-and few are the women who are satisfied with
only ‘one such organization. Woman’s clubs -and
what they are doing now form a separate department
in the daily newspapers. ’

There is a German proverb which asserts that * the
good is the enemy of the best ;” and while I would
not d the clubs that have “as their purpose the
promotion of refinement and intelligence,” I should
question the right of any woman who has pledged
her loyalty to Christ's kingdom, to so fill her_ time
with purely intellectual nng social interests that the
things that pertain to the kingdom are crowded out.

You will all agree with me that there comes a time
in<our lives when a choice must. be made both in our
reading and in thé multitudinous interests that clam-
or for attestion. Shall we give the Bible a scant fif-
teen minutes while we devote hours of study to the
comprebension of Browning, or let the latest maga-
zines dnd the newest books have the first place? It
is safe to conclude that what tempts oneself tempts
one's neighbior also. Our tables are piled high ‘with
fascinating literature. which beckons to.us most altur-

.ingly. We are free to choose. And too often it is
the good that claims us rather_than the best. A

wonderful opportunity has come to the women of .

America, in these closing years of the nineteenth
century, to make their lives full and rich and glori-
ously useful. Opportunity means responsibility.” ‘As

-the sainted Dr. Gordon, of Boston, once said, “It

also means infportunity, as though God were beseech-
ing ug by every open door to-open our hearts, and to
open our hands, and to eper our purses that we may
wozthily meet the crisis of missions which is upon
us. !
It sometimes. seems fo me that the chiefl reason
why our Lord and Master permits us to be co-workers
with Himself is for our individual development rither
than for the little any one of us can accomplish in
helping furward -His kingdom. You remember how
Marcella, in Mrs. Humphrey Watd's skillful story,
threw herself without stint into the solution of tbe
sociological "problem, and how she failed mn her
. attempt to improve the condition of the poor. But
were her efforts entirely lost? By no means, for
Marcella herself was developed from a crude, self-
ish school-girl into a noble, selfsacrificing woman.
We know that advance has been made-—and great
advance—even in the few years we women have been

.. temple.”
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specially engaged in this wormand I like to fee! that
perhaps in this earth-school we are preparing for
-nobler.and more effective service in that world where
His servants do *serve Him day and night in His
It is cause for devout thanksgiving when
early in life we find some noble, employment which
we shall not outgrow as little Yirls do their dolls;
which will not lead to the discohtent and satiety one
sees in the face of the so-called * society women,” but
which will 'become more and more An absorbing
passjon a3 life advances and as unselfishness is con-
suymed in the holy flame of love for the Master and
zeal for His reign of righteousness on the earth.

In view of the importance and immensity of the
work there is to be done it seems incredible that
there are Christian women who feel at liberty to
waste their time in what our Puritan forefathers
would call “vain recreation.” 1 think it was Cath-
erine Beecher who said that she was going to post-
pone card-playing until she got to heaven. If it
really would add greatly to her happiness she could
take it up-in that world, but in this she thought she
could uvse her time to better advantage.

Speaking of the large proportion of the women of
our churches who have not identified themselves with.
this work, I may say that if your experience bas been
similar to mine you will have noticed that-among the
uninterested there are two classes.. O&: class, and
not a small class either, glory in their shame. They
look into your eyes when you appeal to them to do

" something for this caug®y and withqut hesitation they
affirm, as though it something to be proud of,
that “ they have not the'slightest interest in missions.”
You all will recognize that peculiar emphasis on
‘“slightest.” And yet they are professing Christians.
They know that Christ said, *If ye love.me, keep
iy commandments.” That means all His command-
‘ments, and not a part of them merely; and what
command is more binding than the last great com-

-_ mand.which our crucified and risen Lord gave to His

disciples and through them to His Church in all
ages?

The second class of uninterested ones confess
their indifference, but they regret it and ask how
they can awaken ?‘1 interest they do not possess.
The deepest root of the lack of interest in five-sixths
of the women of our churches is their lack of know-
ledge. This holds true in all departments. We are
not interested in political economy, perhaps—few
women are. Why? Because we know so little ahout
it. We are not interested in astronomy. Why?
Because many of us look at the starry” heavens and
cannot trace the constellations that have blazed over
our heads since childhood There are scares of sub-
jects we never gave a thought to ; we are not interested
in them, because we ‘are utterly ignorant ot them.
We'arg doubtless losers in many ways for not”bring
better informed as to these subjects, but no moral



