. wanted straight talk and I am giving it to yon. All
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SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS

e URNING DAYLIGHT"—Eiam Harnish—{s in-
roduced to the reader as he en“ers a . Circle
i ity dance hall, saloon and gambling bouse
E ike the whirlwind that he is.
Hssentislly & man’s man, Burning Daylight resents,
' or rather fears, the wiles of the women who' frequent
the dance hall But he {s-afrald to be even civil to &
Woman, because ?ﬁw the idea of baing
y anybody or an; , and to surrender to & woman
L‘u his mind, that ke is Pl -

& m,mlwkﬂ‘mﬁlmmm
in the Klondfke, Burning Daylight’s luck deserta him
&t the end, and he rises from the table penniless—
werse than br:kuc- A S i
The idomitable courage of this master n
abows itself. He declares himself in muﬁg‘:
complish an  impossible task—to run the matl to Dyes
and back with a drg'team and an Indian, :
After overcoming what to the ordinary man woula
prove insurmountable difficulties he reaches his goal,
“\%1 ::mm::: C‘lre‘lm" e City a winner.
out amaszing man makes a a
of it.  He autdances men, and women, mwn“:.u:-:
souletts, and then, still scorning slumber or any re-
euperation, starts at daylight, with three partners and
& Jog team. for the newest gold sirike in the upper
.o;:m along tthc ::a;nrt.
en comes the battle for gold. Btrike after strike
s explored. Daylight sees himaeif: the dGominant figure
along the Yuken and in the golden Dawson. :
aged fr a‘!'erus‘:. ‘to allow life's
i the end comes victory—and
.at length 8 great mine owner—and -‘a: Snlghml";

 Daylight leaves the Yukon beltnd for new flelas ot
¢ / eparture Isan event of great impor-
-vessel swings clear this ali conquering

He goes to New York and is “done” to ’
$10,000,000. This, however, he recovers by m?:n:“ :r. n?:
automatic pistol and a aisplay of his old time courage.

All of a sudden Dede Mason
wsets his heart on winning her.
girl will have none of him.
goes on.

enters his ken and h
But this strong huru;
8o the game of love

the more money he
Dede Mason. He at
twice, but {s refused. |
not his :

CHAPTER XXXIL—(Continued).

WOULD dearly Iike to marrcy you, but I am
afraid. I am proud and humble at the same
time that a man like you should care for me,
But you have too much money. There’s where
my abominable common sense steps in. Even
ir we did marry you could never be my man-—my lover
and my husband. You would be your money’s man, -
I know I am a foolish woman, but 1 want my man fop -
myself. You would not be free for me, Your money
Possesses you, taking your time, your thoughts, your
energy, everything; bidding you go here and go there.)"
do this and do that.. Don’t you see? Perhaps it’s pure.
&illiness, but I feel that I can love much, give mnvu,i
give all. And In return, though I don’t want all, 1.
want much—and I want much more than yonr money;
would permit you to give me. S|
“And your money destroys you; it makes you less
and less nice. I am not ashamed to say that I love
you, because I shall never marry you. And I loved
¥ou much when I did not know you at all, when you
first came down from Alaska and I first went into the
office. You were my hero, You were the Burning
Daylight of the gold diggings, the daring traveller
and miner. And you looked it. I don’t see how any
woman 'could'hnye looked at you without loving you
=then.. But you don’t look it now. X
. “Please, please forgive me for hurting you.

You

“these last years you have been living unnaturally,
3 ﬁ’oq. & man of the open, have been cooping yourself
up in cities, with all that that means. You are not
the s@me man at all and your money is destroying
you. [¥ou are becoming something different, some-
thing nﬁgso healthy, not 'so clean, not so nice. Your
money and your life are doing it. You know it. Youn
baven't the same body now that you had then. You
are putting ‘on flesh, and it is not healthy flesh. You
are kind and genial with me, I know, but you are
not kind and genial to all the world as you were

know more about the most insignificant parts of you
then. You have become harsh and cruel. And I

know, Remeinber, 1 have studied you, six days a
week,:month ?tter month, year after year, and I
¢han you can possibly love me do you love this busi-
In your bheart and thoughts, but it is there in your
face. It has put its lines there. I have watched them
come and grow. Your money and the life it compels
you to lead has done all this. You are being brutalized
and degraded. And this process can only go on and
on until you are hopelessly destroyed”——

He attempted to interrupt, but she stopped him,
herseif breathless and ber voice trembling.

“No, no; let me finish utterly. I have dome noth-
ing. but think, think, bhink all these months, eyer
since you came riding with me, and now that I have
begun to speak I am going to speak all that 1 have
in me. I do love you, but I camnot marry you and
destroy love. You are growing into a *thing that I
must in the end despise. You can’t help it. More
than you know of all of me. The crueity is not only
ness game. This business—and it's all perfectly
useless so far as you are concerned—claims all- of
you. I sometimes think it would De easier to share
you equitably with another woman than fo, share
you with “his business. ' I might have half of you at
any rate. But this business would claim not haif
of you, but nine-tenths of you, or ninety-nine-hun-
dredths. A

“Rememh~~ the meaning of -marriage to me is not
to get a map’s money to spend. I want thd man.
You say you want me. And suppose I consented,
but gave you only one-hundrthh part of me. S8up-
pose there was something else In my life that took
the other ninety-nine parts, and, furthermore, that
rulned my figure, that put pouches under my eyes
and crow’s-fr ‘ in the corners, that made mo unbeau-

tiful to look upon and that made my aplrit usbeau- businest bhas sure roped, thrown and branded me,

“you tHat,hame.

~8d

“Do you know,” be said, “taking it by and large, it’s the happiest day of my life?”

tiful. Would you be satisfied with that one-hun-
dredth part iof me? Yet that is all you are offering
me of yourself. Do you wonder that I won’t marry
you—that I can’t?” ¥

Daylight wa . s to see if she were quit- done, and
she wepnt on again.

“It isa't that 1 am selfish. After all, love is glving,
not receiving. But 1 see s0 clearly that all my glvii:g
could not do you any good. You are like a sick man.
You don’t play business like other men. You play it
beart and soul and all of you No matter what youm
belleved and intended, a wife would be only a brief
diversion. There {s that magnihcent Bob eating his
head off in the stable. You would buy me a beauti-
ful mansion and leave me in it to jawn my head off
or cry my eyes out because of my helplessness aad
inability to save you. This disease of business would
be correding ycu and marring you all the time. Youm
Play it as you ‘have played everything else, as in
Alaska you played the life of the trail. Nobody could
be' purmitted to travel as fast and as far as yeu, to-
work as hard or endure as much. You bold back
nothing; jdu put all you've got into whatever you are
doing”—— G -

“Limit'is the sky,” he grunted afirmation.

“But If you would on)y play the lover-nusband, that
way’——

Her voice faltered and stopped and a blush showed
in her wet cheeks as her eyes fell before his.

“And now 1 won't say another word,” she added.
“I've delivered a whole sermon.”

She rested now, frankly and fairly, in the shelter
of kis arms, and both were oblivious to the gale that
rushed past them in quicker and stronger blasts. The
big downpeur of rain had net come, but the mist-lUke
squalls were more frequent. Daylight was openly
perplexed and he was still perplexed when he began
to speak. :

“Y'm stumped. - I'm up a tree. I'm' clean flaber-
gasted, Miss Mason—or Dede, because I love to call

big hedp ln what you say. As I understand it, your
conclusion i8 that you’d msrry me #f I hadn't a cent
and if 1 wasn't getting fat. No, no, I'm not joking.
1 acknowledge the corn, and that's just my way of
boiling the matter dowa and summing it up. If I
hadn't 2 cent and If I was 1living a healthy life with
all the time In the world to love you and be your hus-
band .instead of beilng awash to my baclk) teeth In
business and ail the cest—why, you'd marry me.
““Phat's all as clear as print and you're correcter
than 1 ever guessed before. You've sure opened my
eyes a few. But I'm stuck What can I do? My

I'm free to confess there’s a mighty -

I'm tled band and foot and I can’t get up and meander
over green pastures. I'm lfke the man that got the
bear by toe tail—I can’t tet £0. And 1 waut you and
I've got to let go to Zet you.

“1 don’t know what ¢o do, but something’s ﬁre got

o happen. 1 can’t lose you. I just can’t. And I'm
udt golng to. Why, you're running business a close
second right now. Business never kept me awake
nights.

“You've left me no argument.. I know I'm not the
same man that came from Alaska. I couldn't hit the
tral: with the dogs as I did in them days. I’'m soft in
my muscles, and my mind’s ,one hard. I used. to re-
spect men. I despise them now. You see, I spent all
my life in the open, and I reckon I'm an open alr man,
Why, I've got the prettiest little ranch you ever laid
eyes on, up in Glen Ellen. That's where I got stuck
for that brickyard. You recollect handling the corre
spondence, I omly laid eyes on the ranch that. one
time, and I so fell in love with 1t that I bought it
there and then. I just rode around the hills and was
happy as a kid eut of school. . I'd be .a better man
living in the country. The city doesn’t make me bet-
ter. You're plumb right there. I know it. But sup-
pose your prayer should Bé answered and P’d go clean
broke and have to work for day’s wages?’

She did not amSwer, though all the body of her
seemed to urge consent.

“Suppose 1 had nothing left but that little ranch
and was satisfied to grow a rew chickens and scratch
a living somiehow—would you marry me then, Dede?”

“Why, we'd be together all the time!” she cried.

“But 1'd have to b& out ploughing once in a while,”
he warned, “or driving to town to get the grub.”

“But there wouldn’t bo’phe office, at any rate, and
no man to see, and men to see without end. ' But it
{s all foolish and impossible, and we'll bave to be
starting back now if we're to escape the rain.”

Then was the moment, among the trees, ere they
began the descent of the. hill, that Daylight might

‘have drawn her. closely to him and xissed her once.

But Le was too perplexed with the new thoughts she
had put into his head" to take advantage of the situa-
tion. He merely eaught her by the arm and helped
her over the rougher footing.

“It's darn pretty country up there at Glen Eilen,”
he said meditatively. “I wisli you could see it.”

At the edge of the grove he suggested that it might

Ve better for them to part there. i
“It’s your neighborhood and folks is liable to talk.

But she jnsisted that he accompany her as far as
the house,

“1 can't @sk you In,” aha said, extending her and at
the foot of the steps.

The .wind was humming wildly in sharply recurrent
gusts, but still the rain beld off.

“Do you ‘knew,” he said, “taking it by and large,
It's the happlest day of my life?” He took off his
bat and the wind rippled and twisted his black ualr
as he went on solemnly:—"“And I'm sure grateful to
God or whoever. or whatever, is responsible for your
being on this earth. For you do like me heaps. It's
been my joy to hear you say so to-day. It's” He
left the thought arrested and his face assumed the
familiar whimsical expression as he murmured, ““Dede,
Dede, we've Just got to get married. It's the only
way, and trust to luck for it’s coming out aH right.”

But the tears were threatening to rise in her eyes
again as she shook her head, then turned and went
up the steps.

CHAPTER XXXIII.
HEN the ferry system began to run and the
time between Oakland and San Francisco
was demonstrated to be cut in half the tide
of Daylight's terrific expenditure started to

turu. - Not that it really wd turn, tor be prowpuy
went into further investments. Thousands of lots
in his residence thacks were sold and thousands of
bomes were being built. Factory sites also ‘were
selling and business properties in the heart of Oak-
land. All this tended to a steady appreclation in
value of Daylight's huge holdings. But, as of old,
be had his hunch and was riding it. Already he had
begun borrowing from the banks., The magnificent
profits he made on the land he sold were turned into
more land, into more developwment, and instead of
paying omx old loans he contracted new ones. As he
bad pyramided iu Lawson Uity he now pyramided in
Oakland, but he did it with the knowledge that it
Wus a stable enterprise ratber than a risky placer
wmining boom,

1D a smaill way other men were following his lead,
buying and selling land and prouting Dy the improve-
ment work be was doing. But this was to be ex-
pected. and the small fortunes they were making at
bis €xpense did not irritate him. There was an ex-
ception, however. One, Simon Dolliver, with money
to go In with and with cunning and courage to back
it up,-bade fair to become a several times millionnatre
at Daylight's expense. Dolliver, too, pyraiuided, play-
ing quickly and accurately and keeping his money
turning over and over. More than once Daylight

found him in the way, as he himself had got in the .

way of the others when they first set their eyes on
Ophir-Creek.

* Work on Daylight’s dock system went on apace,
yet it" was oue of those enterprises that consumed
money dreadfully and that could not be accomplished
as quickly as a_ ferry system. The engineering difi-
cultles were grent, the dredging and fAlling a cyclo-
pean task. The mexe item of piling was anything but

W

X This immediats
Crosi Ing the San Joag
€ moantalns, and plht

bills, there were mar

that could be supplie
» and it became a street a
well.  As soon as the

Proportions,

Way from th
Contra Cogty
& robust cjty,
with Nght

d unceasing strea na
ﬂ”lso sound and legitimate
wide vision, !!g:);lijl' ;k(]ftn ;»hliv“ gf,.&i’,d w:‘:a
a2 o tl and
,:,? :Rblf obportunity, and to him there
aid hisyono Play it and that was the bip
him' ¢ e confidential adviser Larry
0 cautfon. On the contrary, it ws
t‘; 0 was ‘'ompelled to veto Ihp}"xr :
bo’:'ioté)lg hu}hes:sh dreamer, Not only did
Sition s("”'ly from the banks and t
everal of his corporations he
to fssne ¢~ - He did this
and retained most of his big
Own. Among the companles in whie re
allowed the {nvesting public to join wers 1.
Gate Dock Company, the Recreation Parks
the United Water Company, the Bnecinal S
fng Company an\ the Bierra and Salen:
Company. Nevertieless hetwoen himself
he retained the controlling shares in
enterprises.

His affair with Dede Mason only geeme
guish. While delaying to grapple witt
problem ft presented, his desire for hor
grow. In his gambling simile. his
that Luck bhad dealt him the most remark
in the deck and that for years he had nveri.,
Love was the card and It beat them a I
the king eard of trumps. the fifth ace the
game of tenderfoot poker. Tt was the eard
and play It he would to the limit when +h
came. He could not see that
present game would have to play to some sor
conclusion first.

Yet he could not shake from his hrain
the warm recollection of those hronze <l
clinglug gown and all the feminine
pliancy of Dede In her pretty Berkeley ron:
again, on a rainy Sundav. he telephanred +1
coming. And. as has hanpened ever sines
looked upon woman and ecalled her cnpd
nlayed the blind force of male comnniec
the woman's secret weakness to vield
was Dayvlight’s wav ablectly to heg and ont
the contrary. he was masterfn] in wha
but he had a trick of whimsical wheeai:
found harder to resist than the nleas of
lover. It was not a happy scene in it
Dede. In the throes of her own desire. dn«
weakness and at the srame time * wi
Judegment hating her weakness, cried ant

“You urge me to trv a chance
and trust to luck for it to come ont rieht
is a gamble. yrn say. Very well. Iot ns
Take & coin and toss it In the alr  If it eame
I'T marry you. If it doesn’t you are forever
me alone and never mention marriage again.’

A flire of mineled Iove and the pa<sion of o
came Into Davlight’s eves Inveluntarily
started for his pocket for the enin  Then
and the light in his eves was troubled

“Go on.” she ordered sharpiy. “Don't
mav change my mind and you will lose ¢

“Tittle woman.”  His similer wers hy
there was no humor in their meaning. [i-
was as solemn as hig voice “Little wom
ble all the way from Creation to the D4
ment; -I'd gamble- a golden harp sgn
man’s halo; 1'd toss for pennies on the -
the New Jerusalem.:or set up a faro I
side the Pearly Gates, but I'll be ever/a«
if 1'll gamble on love. Love’s too hig
a chance on. Love’s got to be a sur
tween you and me it is a sure thi I
was a hundred to one on my winning t!
the same, nar_y flip.”

*
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In the spring of the year the Great Par
The tirst warning was when the hanlks
in their unprotected loans. Daylight
the first several of his person:
sented; then he divined that these
cated the way the wind was ¢
one of those terrific financi: rms had &
about was soon to sweep over the United States.
terrific this partlcular storm was to be he did
anticipate. Nevertheless he took every precautior
his power, and had no anxiet
it out.

Money grew tighter. Beginning with
of several of the greatest Eastern banking hoys

the eras

7 about his weathering

the tightness spread, until every bank in the countrs

was calling in its credits: "Daylight was caught, a
caught because of the fact that for the first tine
had been playing the legitimate business game
the old days such a panic, with the accompany
extreme shrinkage In values, would have been
golden harvest time for him. As it was, he watc!
the gamblers, who had ridaen the wave of prosper
and made preparations for the slump, gerting .
from uader and safely scurrying to cover or proce
ing to reap a double harvest. Nothing remained
b bu. to stand fast and hold up.

He saw the situation clearly, When the banks
manded that he pay his loans, he knew that the bu
were in sore deed of the money. But he was in sor
need. And he knew that the banks did not want
collateral which they held. It would do them no KO
In such a tumbling of values was no time to sell.
collateral was good, all of i, eminently sound
worth while; yet it was worthless at such a mol
when the one unceasing cry was money,
money. Finding. him obdurate, the bamks de
more collateral, and as the money pinch tight
they asked for two and even three times as 1
had been originally accepted. Sometimes [
ylelded to these demands, but more often
always battling flercely,

He fought as with clay behind a crumbling
All pertions of the wall were menaced, and he
around constantly strengthening the weaxest
with clay. This clay was money, and was ap|
sop here and a sop there, as fast as it was nes
but only when it was direly needed. The streng!
his position lay in the Yerba Buena Ferry Comj
the Consolidated Street Railways and the Ui
Water Company, Though people were no longer L

ing residence lots ane factory and business sites, thesy

were compelled to ride on his cars and ferryboats a:
to consume his water. When all the financial wo
was clamoring for money, and perishing through I:
of it, the first of each month many thousands of d
lars poured into his coffers from the water rates
each day ten thousand dollars, In dimes and nick
came In from his street rallways and ferries.
Cash was what was wanted, and had he bad the
of all this steady river of cash all’ would have b
well with him. As it was, he had to fight continu:
for a portion of it. Improvement work ceased
only absolutely essential repairs were made
flercest ight was with the operating expenses, and
was a fight that never ended. There was never an:
up In his turning the thumbscrews of extended cre

and economy. From the big wholesale suppliers dow

through the salary list to otfice stationery and post:
stamps he kept the thumbscrews turning. When
superintendents and heads of departments perfor:
prodigies of cutting down he patted them on the |
and demanded more. When they threw down !
hands in despair he showed them how more cou
accomplished.
: (To Be Continued.)
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