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- New Brunswick’s Independent
newspapers, ‘
1 These newspapers advocate:
British connection.
THonesty in public life
Measures for the material
rogress and mora! advance-
.| ment of our great Fcmnion
No graft}
No dealsi
“The Thistle, Shamroca, o< en.wine,
% The Maple Leaf forever.” 4

——————————

THE LIBERAL CONVENTION
, After setting forth some . complaints
about the approaching Liberal conven-

tion, the Sun says:
“It is idle to deny that the party is

The newspaper which is his 'mouthpiecs}
can serve notice upon the men it deems |
responsible for the disorganization, but!
in mattere of this kind it usually is true;
that threatened men . live long. The!
coming developments will be interesting.
Dr. Pugsley has won np great reputation
as a party drill-sergeant, and it is unlike-
ly that he will gain one during the nextiv
few weeks. The fact is that if he and|
his newspaper are dissatisfied with the:
party, the party ‘aléo has much reuon;

to complain. The situation is mnot one;
that can be remedied either by -threats

or by donvention speeches, as will appear |
before long. i

CONCEALMENT
Government journals
public that the adminigtrn'tion had noth-
ing to conceal. . The .statement daes not |
square with the facts. There was much:
to conceal and aé_ loﬂng ‘as the effort was |

Southern States' are now, these journale
point, out, under prohibitory laws in the
form of State enmactment or local option.
One-half of the population of the entire
Unién is in ‘dry territory. Difficulties have,
however, been met in enforcing even state |
prohibition ewing to conflict between local
and national authority, and as a means of
removing these difficulties it is proposed,
in séme quarters, that probibition be made
a national issue. If this is done the ruult%
will cause a greater divergence of opinion '
in the Democratic ranks than was cm,
ated by free silver. The cause of pro-
hibition has made the greatest progress.
in the South, which is solidly Democratic.
but in the North it is difierent. Burch-|
all’s characterization in the Blaine-Cleve-

keep telling the ! land campaign of the Democrats as the | larly $20,000,000. “Now,”
i party of Rum, Romanism, and Rebellion, | “having a total of $120,000,000, in a short
| still holds gnod in the North, so far as ' time it will be $150,000,000. Even as the

the first ‘R’ ¢ concerned, at least. For'
this reason Northern Democrats  will
hesitate long before accepting the policy |

us garrison Mars in order to Lprevent an! lic treasyry. There is mo bridge. What

invasion from the moon.” The news of
the day goes to show how badly the Unit-
ed States of America needs advice like

Lord Salisbyry’s, or, perhaps one would

better say, the capacity to take that ad;;

vice. For surely Mr. Roosevelt and Mr

Taft and many another of the men of the
day are acting as if Japan were about to
invade the Republic from the Pacific,
Mexico from the South, Canada from the
North, and allied Furope from the At-
lantic. A Washington reviewer puts the
evidence into plain figures for the outside
world. An army bill just adopted, prac-
tically without debate, carries $98,000,000—
or $20,000,000 more thap that of a year:
ago. The nava) bill had jumped up simi-’
says this writer, |

case stands today, this great peaceful and
industrial nation is expending, Senator
Hale showed, something like seventy per

"

| there was of it collapsed, killing a hund-
red men. Another bridge may be complet-
ed ten years hence. If so the country
must pay for it. The cogt will be immense.

No sum can pay for the loss of human

connection with the project up to date.
The delay in giving the transcontineptal

the case.

ly eet down, there are at least epecimen
bricks which the public may study while
plans for the mew structure are taking

form. The other day the news was made
public that the directors of the company

which had the work in charge were hand-
somely paid for their services. Senator
Scott in the Senate has since made it
known that these gentlemen were remuner-
ated in the following fashion:

life Nor can one estimate in dollars the
loss due to the bungling of all kinds in

a span over the river at Quebec is, per-.
haps, one of the most eerious features of

If the cost to date is mot to be clear-

at all promising certain tlctive Liberal ofierad theth, while Republicats might sk
members of parliament did what they | pare tatsenhly ta & propossl T a,doptioni
could to keep the lid on. The country;ot Tk st peemile o iibling
does not forget that when witnesses were et b Treak the Bolid Bonit” ¥ any-;
being examined before “parliaméntary com-j thing - the kind spsken of does h.ppen,I
mittees government members protectedl |\ Ly ue o profound influence not only
them as if they feared the oppo.iﬂon@w e i o o T e

would elicit the most damaging snd dil-:suw, But on the whole Faghish Ring
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as possible, and they handle manure in all
conditions to the perfect satisfaction of
users. Proof of all this Is to be found in
t‘: dl:ecord each machize has mac: in the

Is it nct to your iaterest to own and usc
one of these spreaders on your farm?

Figure out for yourself and you must
agree that it will be a payipg investment,
even if you do not have over twenty-five
loads of manure to spread in a year.

Youcan’t help bu! be pleased with the
k, the easy harndling, tue light draft
fhe substantial making which saves
the annoyance oi breakage and i
palrs. w H
Call and szes these spreaders willi T2 i
local International agent. He will gli.y

cout of ol s sevesnn tor war purpoues). [ Sdei- oo ol || sere G fiose machives, s welas supoyxos || (-
~including, of course, pensions. Yet on| B B Dumoulin.. .. .. .. .eee 2,000 L i ; the best ;lﬁ%mng?‘?é%;fuc. colored hanger or other

top of this, and with huge deficits in gight IT{ gaﬁ;ﬁ’ue& s g:gfg mu:l“ sn:nliky: ?u::w mmh:::-‘ k:;"mm:‘i

for ‘both thia year and next, schemes at¢| & Temoine.. .. .. L. .. .. 1. 3280 +London.Honire St.30 :

afoot for doubling the srmy! Within a| H. if. Price.. .. .o ooli ol gggg “ ONAL ma\:gﬁfgﬁt):omm OF AMERICA

few days, the general steff has been 1¢port: | Iion SUN. Parent.. .. .. oo, 24250 Chlcage, U. 8. A. j
ed to be at work on plans for increasing |, Secretary Barthe.. .. .. .. .. .. 16,800 (o

the army to 125,000. There was the usual [ It will be, doubtless, g relief to the tax-

creditable evidence. 'L'he country now
fully understands why. inquiry was stiﬂadi
eo far as the government's tools could |
stifle it. There was much to conoetL?
The Toronto News deals incisively with
the long-sustained attempt of the m‘lminin—il
tration to keep the facts hidden. It .ays:
in part: '

“It has been said by the News for the
past two or three years that the ;ttitude‘
of some Liberal members in the public ac-
counts committee has been unsatisfactory.
Witnesses called to give evidence in cases
of alleged 'extravagance and waste have
been protectea to an extraordinary de-
gree. Any question they did not care to
amswer was unanswered, the qbjections
of the witness often being upheld by the
government majority.

““I'he first impression given to the country
was that there was something wrong in

dangerously disorganized, that weak

exist which must be remedied and differ-
ences which must be healed if it is to
present an effectively formidable front to
ite oppoments in the general election.
None of this necessary reconstruction, in-
cluding the infusion of some new blood
into the organization and the arousing of
. a better party epirit, is impossible; none
of it need even be difficult if approached
with earnestness and energy and good
l‘nun .’P &

No doubt conditions in the Liberal
camp are quite as disheartening as the
Sun describes them. Some party men
will pmbabiy object to the newspaper's
counge in advertising the party’s troubles
and in demanding, as it does, the heads
of some of those whose management of
the party machinery has not comnmanded
the approval of the Sun. It is note-

| worthy that a large section of the party
" is not enthusiastic in its support of and
;Admimtion for the party néwspaper, and
’ this section may be enlarged by the Sun’s
| somewhat bald assertion that the Liberal
. organization must be subjected to a
.. shaking-up process.

" Still, the Sun’s difficulties with ite
"; party are not more eerious than the
party’s difficulties with the city and pro-
vince. The party is in poor fighting

has forfeited the confidence of the people.
Its leaders and lieutenants are at odds.
Hon. Mr. Pugsley, who was to prove
a tower of strength to the Liberal organ-
ization, has steadily lost prestige since his
elevatiop to cabinet rank. He personally
was long identified with the late pro-
vincial administration. Against the ad-
vice of many he persisted in introducing
\| Federa] issues into the provincial contest
| in March last, and in identifying the Rob-
| inson government with the Laurier ad-

ministration in every way he could. By
:, this course he not only alienated many
Liberals but caused the vote of March

|
|
|
|
|
|
i
|
i

. defeat for the Minister of Public Works,
, who is also the Liberal leader in this
province. ‘
At the coming convention Mr. Turgeoa
.. may deem it neceseary to join Dr. Pugsley
, in throwing light upon the downfall of
! the Robinson government. Mr. Turgeon's
view would differ materially from Dr.
Pugsley’s. And in this Mr. Turgeon
would have company. Dr. Pugsley apper-
ently led many Liberals, Mr. Carvell
among them, to believe that the. Central
railway would be disposed of some manths
ago. Certainly many Liberals repeated,
and even improved upon, Dr. Pugsley’s
circumstantial prediétions about the Cen-
tral. Had Dr. Pugsley made his promises
‘good there might have been no prepara-
tion, as there is today, to investigate in
a thorough fashion, the more suspicious
chapters of Central railway history.
The Sun’s warning about the ‘“danger-
« ous disorgamization” of the Liberal party
and its demand for the infusion of new
" blood, will be interpreted as giving notice
of Dr. Pugsley’s intention, or desire, to
displace some of the Ljberal party lieu-
tenants who have eriticized him or who
otherwise have failed to render him the
political service hesexpected. But Dr. Pugs-
ley will discover that it is one thing w0
propose and quife another tp execute.

4rim, and it has reason to know that it

3 to be regarded everywhere as a grave

the ma t of the public business,
particularly in the Department of Marine
and Fisheries. o

“The next impression was that Liberal
members desired to conceal this fact, in
the belief that exposure would be injurious
to the party and the government.

“Newspapers favorable to the adminis-
tration have complained of a ‘campaign of
elander,” and have roundly asserted that
the public business was conducted with
carefulness and economy. One jourmal
said that Liberal members were not try-
ihg to conceal anything, because there was
‘pothing to conceal.’

“Ostriches stick their heads in the sa‘nd
and believe they are invisible. Some poli:
ticians ang political organs in this country
have been playing ostrich.

“Because they did pot want to see any-
tking improper, therefore, the public
business was everything that the most
{astidious could desire.

“The report of the. Civil Service Cgp-
mission does not say anything new. It

opiniéns expressed in public by opposition
epeakers. But the statements of the re-
port are eo vigorous, and come from such
an unexpected official source, that the
ostriches are compelled to lift - their
heads.

“There has been something to conceal;
woeful and ignorant blyndering, stupid
and careless accounting, the purchase of
supplies - without tender and st extrava-
gant prices, the fattening of political
parasites at the expense of the eountry,
graft in a hundred stylés, influence and
pull in their most highly developed forms.
All ‘these things are uncovered by Mr.
Courtney and his courageous Associates.
fiven Liberal members of parliament must
look now.”

IT MAY BE PROHIBITION

While the American presidential elec-
tion i8¢ less than seven months away no
ane is yet able to tell definitely what will
be the leading issue before the people.
There it talk about the tariff, as usual,
and, while the pressure for revision is
greater than usual and both parties will
be committed to revision of some sort,
there is little belief that the Democraty
would go in for radical tariff changes if
they had the chance, and they are not
likely to have the chance. The Republi-|

the tariff, but they will make no such re-|
duction. The ruling forces of the party|
are stand-patters. Free ailver is dead.,
Imperialism is no longer a moving inue.*
The United States does not know what to |
do with the Philippines, €nd ite military
and naval men have succeeeded in. con-
vincing the politicians that the army and
navy must be expanded indefinitely. For
the next few years neither party can al-
ter that programme. Latk of a great-
jssue to divide the people and the partiesi
perhaps is responsible for the suggestion |
now put forward in several quarters, thntg
prohibition may take irst place in the |
presidential campaign. Of this possibility |

one reviewer says: |

“There is little left for the Democrats .
and Republicans, as such, to fight about.
It is just possible that out of this situa-
tion & wholly new.jssue may be evolved.
Some American journals are, indeed, pre-;
dicting that prohibition will be the new
and great question before the electors m

the coming election. Ninetenths of tha’

'are definitely named. The old government |

merely reiterates with added strength the |

world.”

GETTING DOWN TO WORK

The new Central railway commissioners,
Messrs. J. R. Stone and P. 8. Archibald
are solid men of affairs whose supervision
of the road should guarantes protection of
public interests together with progressive
management. Mr. Stone, who stands high
in the estimation of business men here,'
is familiar with transportation interests
and has enjoyed an exceptionally valuable
business training. Mr. Archibald is an|
engineer of proven ability and long prac-
tice. He has been manager of the Elgin
branch road and was ome of the experts
called in at the time of the Reid arbitra-
tion case in Ngwfoundland. The govern-
ment has heen fortunate in securing these
commissioners for a very modest remuner-
ation. Also, the sums they are to receive

pursued another and more expensive plan
in lJeaving the matter open. That was
very unbusinesslike, if no more be said |
about it. From this time forward the
Central, it would seem, will be well hand-
led.

At the Qoment, perhaps, the people of
the provinee are thinking quite as much;
about the past of the Central as about its |
future. Those who are looking ahead willi
be interested in the rumor, now current, !
that the C. P. R. is lookipg into. the mat- |
ter of a epur from Frederictofi to the coal
area at Minto. As for the past, the royal
commission soon to be appointed, will
doubtless be able to throw much light |
upén Central finance when it begins to|
call witnesses. That will be »after the com-
ing session. :

Aimng the disooveries made by the new
gevernment is one concerning she methods
which members of the Robinson adminis-
tration emplayed to reimburse themselves
far their public setvices. Some of them
appear to have drawn what money they
wanted, whether it was due or mot. It
is said that onme of them had exceedingly
generous ideas as to the amounts he re-
quired and as to the value of the services
he set up in his counter account. It would
be well if the men now in charge would
make public all the- facts in these mat-
ters. Since public momey was involved
ahd the conduct of servants of the people
is in question a simple and frank state-
ment of the conditions found would be in
order. In future, at least, members of the
government will not draw any money until

it is due.

The government at the forthcoming ses-
sion will introduce a wmeasure providing
that no expenditure can be made without
first being submitted to the auditor gen-

‘both sides in our whole civil war.

preliminary talk about how easy it would
be for Germany or France to land 100,000
men on our shores, and it was said that
the President and Secretary Taft were
horgified at the gudden discovery qf our
defenceless condition.”

So it goes. Somebody suspects Germany, |
or Japan, or Britain, or all three, and the
treasury is opened to all and sundry who
desire to sell—at pretty prices—ships,
guns, and all the rest of the things that
spell preparation. The country is crazy
about it—or the politiciang and contrac-
tors are. Which?

Meantime a woman, Lucia Ages Mead,
of Boston, diagnoses the case as one of
natiopal hysteria. and seeks to restore the
giant patient by a’cold shower of home‘y
fects. ‘“Meanwhile,” she says, ‘“as we
have been at war with Europe only three
years in the last 119; as we have not been
invaded for over ninety years; as we feed
Europe ninety days & year, for which she
is, in so far, bound to treat us well—let
us qease hysteria. ,

“Let a foolish woman—as my critic calls
me-suggest that greater security. and
hamor could be gained if, we should spend
the more than uo,ooo,oob extra ‘asked for
the navy this year in fighting the real
enemijes that exist 3,000 milés nearer than
Europe or Asia. Let us think less of
Japanese coolies and more of Kentucky
night-riders; less of the possible killed in
some possible future-war, gnd more of the
80,000 more persons Qé.tually killed by ac-
cident in four yeagsljn 'this country than
perithed by bulletfqr.died of wounds I:%
us spend fewer wakeful hours over Ger-
man colonial ambitions, and more on the
fact tbat, barring Russia, we exceed any
other nation in the world in homicides
and lynchingg: Let us turn the frenzy
for a huge navy into a fight against pre-
ventable disease, which has killed a hun-
dred times as many as have fallen by
foreign bullets. In gther words, let us be
honest and .not self-deceived in our soli-
citude for human life; let, us use science
and business ability in place of the vehe-
ment sentimentality of The schoolboy who
has been scared by penny-dreadfuls and
sees pirafes lurking by the duckpond. Let
us, in short, adopt the statesmanlike reck-
leesness of Presidenit Diaz and go about our
constructive work full of calmness apd
courage, even although there is a theoreti-
cal pogsibility that a dozen nations might
all go insane together and pounce upon ug
some dark night.”

This is & good word; but Uncle Sam will
not be allowed to heed it. He is training
a thousand guns upon imaginary foes. The
cost is frightful. When the old gentle-
man bas had his fling he will discover that
there was no danger—but that the con-|
tractors needed the money.

WHAT THEY GOT
Of course, seven-eighths of all the graft

payers of Canada to be thus adequately
assured that the directors were not worry-
ing and toiling for nothing. Publication
of these figures leads the Toronto Mail to
retell the story of the bridge. It is time-
ly, and some features of it should appeal

forcibly to thousands of tazpayers who be-
lieve the country should get a dollar’s
worth for every dollar it expends. “As
the matter stands,” says the Mail, “the
case is ae follows. Dhe bridge, which is
known as ‘the Laurier Bridge, in honor of
the great ;tabesman who drafted the terms
governing ite construction, was originally
designed as a private undertaking. But
it did not succeed in that situation, and
for this reason it was turned into a pub-
lic- work. As such, however, it was not
supervised or managed by the government.
On the cantrary, it wae left in the hands
of a company headed by the ruling politi-
cian in Quebec, Simon Napoleon Parent.
Under the contract made with Parept’s
company, the government agreed to sup-
ply all the money needed for the building
of the bridge. less a small amount, which
was to etand as the capital stock of the
corporation. The company was to spend
the public money on the structure. 1,
after the bridge was built, the government
desired to take it over, the company was
to be repq.i& ‘the money it had invested
in the enterprise, plu“s ten per cent., as a
eort of premium on the stock, and plus,
again; six per ocent. .u,pon‘the investment

country was to put up the millions with
which to build the bridge. If the specu-
lation should turn out to be profitable the
politicians who were to build the bridge
could retain control and make money out
of it. But if the thing were a financial
failure, then the government would pay
these politicians back all the money they
had spent, with interest and a premium
added, and they would be clear, while the
people would carry the loss. The scheme
was a big game of ‘Heads you lose,
tails I win,” for Parent and his comrades.”

Mr. Parent is now chairman of the
Transcontinental Railway Commission. He
ie one who knows how to get money while
the government sun is shining. The couns
try, examiping this bridge scheme along
with the civil service report, will decide
that Canada is now experiencing govern-
ment of the politicians, by the politicians,
for the politicians. The people merely
pay.

FOSTER DEFIES ANY

is pot obtained by stealing, but by im-|
proper influence. As the Supreme Court '
of Minnesota defined. it, “Graft is common- !
ly used to designate an advantage which :
one person, by reason of his peculiar posi-

ONE TO IMPEACH
HIS INTEGRITY

e

Toronto,

from the day it was made. In a word, the |’

11.—(Specjal.)~Hon. | *¢%:

CLEAR

ICE 0F G
N CVIL SERVICE ‘REPORT
ON MARINE DEPARTMENT

‘57.. I

Some of the detailed evidence
about graft in the Marine depart-
ment is startling enough. The print-
ed copy of the royal commission re-
port on the civil service was distri-
buted a few days ago at Ottawa. Be-
sides the report which was made
public two weeks ago there are two
hundred pages of appendix mostly
filled with extracts from department-
al papers gleaned by Commissioners
| Fysche apd Bazin in the magine de-
ipartment. The extracts begin with
!complaintc from the Quebec dgency
that there is no money to pay over-
due accounts for labor. ‘‘Office be-
sieged by poor women wanting mon-
ey.”” This state of things is repeat-
ed several times and is varied by re-
proaches from the department for ex-
travagance at the agency.

A few pages are devoted to exces-
sive supplies, inglusive of $548 paid
for a material called ‘‘Kantslip’’, us-
ed for belting. In May, 1905, the
minister of justice writes to the ag-
ent at Quebec.

_‘‘Dear Mr, gr, ory—Young Willie
Walsh wHO répradents McCall Bros.
agents for vesta boiler compound,
has asked me to sgy a word to you
for him, and if material is good as

_represented I hope you will place
some orders in his way.
‘“C FITZPATRICK.”

Three days later Mr. Prefontaine,
then minister, wrote to say concern-
ing Walsh: “If you give him an or-
der I shall be eobliged.”” Afterwards
the department wrote to Gregory to
know why he bought so much ‘“‘Kant-
slip.”” For which ‘‘there is no pre-
sent use.”’

Gregory explained that Mr. Prefon-
taine gave him a verbal order on the
wharf. Afterwards the minister ad-
viseg Gregory ‘‘to try to get rid of
the goods to the best advantage.”’

Under the sub-head ‘‘extravagant
prices,”” the commissioners quote let-
ters from the auditor-general critic-
ising prices paid for supplies at Que-

bec.

" Eventually Director Desbarats, of
the Sorel shipyard, was asked to re-
port on these matters.

He said /that the Quebec prices
were generally fifty per cent. higher
than those in Sorel and in some cas-
es 100 per cent.

For instance, the Sorel depot was
Ipaying 85 cents per 100 pounds for
washing soda; when the Quebec agen-
|cy paid $1.50. Sorel was. paying 9
cents for parafine candles, when the
Quebec agency paid 20 cents. For
cold blast lanterns Sorel paid $4.50
per dozen, Quebec $19. .

One officer is quoted by the com-
missioner as expressing the opinion
that $25,000 a year might be saved,
at Quebec by proper system of pur-
| chases.

1 In July, 1906, there was a sudden
desire for fire extingliishers dt Que-
April Gregory writes:

‘“‘Perrault, now ap employe of the

i _ | tion of superiority, influence, or tmust, ex-
eral, who will have large powers of in-|iracte from another.”—New York'Even-'

vestigation and be in an independent posi- | jng Post.

G. E. Foster addressed s mseting of hjs!department, has a lot of fire extin-

it acnte last ui . sogs guishers op hand which he would like
constituents last night in association H‘u'to sell to the government. He is a

on the questions of the*day in federal pol- | poor man and unable to solicit their

tion. In the matter of the highways, an
act will be introduced giving municipalities
large powers, but retaining government
interest in the wark, and peferring all ex- |

penditures to the auditor general. Doubt-!
|

much more satisfactory and productive of
better results than former acts. The gov-
ernment is also considering and will doubt-
less decile to engage a permanent official
who is an expert in road making. These
measures cover much useful ground and

the people may reasonably expect solid
benefits from them when they become ef-|
fective. There is clearly a eplendid field |
now for effective work at Fredericton. The
government can do great work for the
province, npt in a day or in six months,
but by steadily sticking to the determina-
tion to give the people a clean, effective
and progressive administration. Thus far
Mr. Hazen and his c¢elleagues have done
If they show courage and enter-!
months to come they will make t

well.
prise in the

an enviable record.

FEAR---OF WHAT ?

Lord Salisbury, in a letter to Lerd
Cromer qunoe upon a time, wrote: “Do
not be misled by army experts. They
would. 3 they could have their waz. make

L]

o

One is not permitted to say that therel
was graft in connegtion with the Quebec!
bridge, for the country does pot yet };1:1owl
what the government’s exeuse is for pay-
ing the directomns of the bridge company

cans may talk about a general reduction of | 1988 the measure when perfected will be ! the Jarge sums taey received from the pub-

|

l
|

|

¥

| ment.

~ s o i

ities. Mr. Foster said that during his 25
years in public life, occupying a leading
pegition m the country hundreds of mil-

hands and never a man could put his fin-
ger on -one dishonest act in his career.
Taking up the trade question Mr. Fos-
ser said the liberal flicy did not seem to
be successful for statistice for the past
four years, showed a balance of trade ag-
ainst the Dominion of $223,000000 and
thjs balance myst be paid, either in goods
imports were increasing
- Jeaps apd bounds exports were not

{ kgping pace but merchants wexe bringigg

ffom 75 to 90 millions worth of goods ev-
féry year that might as well be made in
Canada. Ip the last ten years the liberal
governmept had taken .$142,000,000 more
cut of the people in taxation than had
been taken in a previous decade.

Mr. Foster then went on to declare that
the liberal government staod for looting
the public domain and asked what would
have happened if the civil service com-
mwission got the lid off the interior depart-
He went over the list of grants,
showing that timber lands had been given
away sufficient to make a line a mile wjde
from Quebec to Vanecouver. He also re-
ferred to graft in grants of grazing and
fishing arcas.

Seventy members of the Berryville
family, one of the Ilargest in the
Creek, nation, draw more money for
oil royalties than any other family
in Oklahoma. Together they regeive
$20,000 & month.
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!sale. This was well understood by’
| the late lamented minister, who was
his friend and fully recognized the
worthiness of the said chemical fire
extinguishers. I would recommend

;licns of dollars had passed through his that the department take them off

| his hands, as we have several sta-
tions requiring such protection.”’

The deputy wrote in reply that the
late minister had bought nine thou-
sand dollars’ worth of extinguishers
fram Charles Patron and 142 extin-
 guishers were then sent to Quebec.
| In 1906 the deputy wanted to
know why five large Morris chairs at
$18 each were bought for the ice
breaker Montcalm. He was told that
when they were bought it was
wrongly supposed that the governor-
| general was about to take a trip in
the Montcalm. Instead he took the
Minto.

The high price of flour, $6.95 per
barrel paid at Quebec, when the mar-
ket price was $4.50, is explained by
the statement that ‘‘there is only
one flour dealer oy the patronage
list.”” It is represented that. the
Quebec office was paying $24 per
barrel for pork.- when accounts re-

ceived for Halifax showed purchases :

at $17.50 per varrel.
There is a long series of extracts
to show the lighthouse board was

rushed into recommending automatic |

whistle buoys and other apparatus
sold by Thos. L. Wilson.

J. F. Fraser, superintendent ol
lights and a member of the board,
made sweeping recommendatjons for
cleaning out the: existing apparatus
and installing a new plant all along
the coast. Chiel Engineer Anderson
strongly protested against the re-
cotamendation. He -contended that

"the Canadian lanterns condemned
. were as good as the more expensive
plant which Fraser proposed to sub-
stitute. Colonel Anderson winds up
with this:

‘““Therefore, the undersigned sees no
reason to condemn lanterns and
buildings that will serve every praec-
tical purpose for the inere purpose of
incurring useless additional expense.”’

Frager and the board went on with
their recommendations, which includ-
ed the purchase of 58 automatic
whisling buoys, costing $368,500.

There was also recommendation
for two lightship whistling buoys
for. Halifax Harbor and Blonde
Rock.

The story of the Anticosti light-
ship occupies 22 pages. This ¢hip
began to' be fitted out for her sta- -
tion in July. 1904, and there was a
perfect comedy of errors in the way
of instructions and counter instruc-
tions from all directions, while all
the available people on the patron-
age list tried to get some money gut
of her, the ship losing her a’nc%
and getting into no ¢énd .of“troubi¢.

maintgnt}nce and repairs $66,000.The
commissioners find this a conspicu-
ous cage of ‘‘How not to.do.it.”” ,,

More than carelessness is intimated
against the department in the purch-
ase of lightship apparatus. In open-
ing the subject the commissioners
say: X
‘“The light branch of the depart-
ment has within the last three years
come to be entirely bound up with a
private concern dn Ottawa, called the
Intercolonial Marine Signal Com-

dent and chief proprietor.”’

The royal commissioners explain
how Wilson had a patent for low
pressure ascetlyne gas buoys and of-
fered one to be tested in August,
1904: In October Superintendent
Fraser recommended the purchase of
46 buoys at a cost of $148,000, and
all imported material free of duty.
Mr. Fysche and his colleague remark

‘“This was a good beginning for
Mr. Wilson, and with the splendid
facilities extended him by the depart-
ment he was not slow to better 15" -

Then follows a sarcastic reference
to the suddenness with which the de- *
Partment took up the new idea anpd
tq Fraser’s ‘‘very Progressive idea
with regard to those buoys.”” The
story goes on to tell of installation
of this'plant glong the Nova Seotia
coast, how the late Mr. Hy+chinsor
superintendent in Novu Scotia, was
called to Ottawa for instructions
and how Wilson, of the ccntracting'
company, wrote personally to John-
athan Parsons, as Mr. Fysche says: *
“In a style pretty much as if Par-
sons were an employe of his own. In
October, 1905, Wilson got an order
for $360,000 wortk of buoys. .

Mr. Hutchinson and others poiuted
out many defects in the buoys aside-
monstrated by experience, hut the de-
partment at Ottawa seemed
satisfied with them.
l Mr. Fysche speaks of the ‘‘oager-
jness of some of the officials to serve
the company without consideratic:p
iﬁr the government. There were no

fﬁculf,ies at all”” and he makes
many ironical suggestions about the
easy woy in which Wilson got every-
thing through that he wished.

E. A. Walberg, whose concrete tow-
ers are a feature of the marine con-
tracts comes in for many interesting
comments. He is presented by the
commissicners as another man wha
owns the department. e

Sceding Operstions Under Way

'n the West
_ Winnipeg, Man., April 10.—(Special.)--
Seeding operations arc reported to be in
progress around Portage Lu Prairie, Bran-
don, Regina. indian Head. Yellow Grass
Morden, Birtle, Yorkton, and Arcdla’,
places so widely scattered that it is evi-
dent seeding will be general within a few
'days. One man ncar Portage has fort
acres seeded.

In three years this lightship cost for

pany, of which T. L. Wilson is presi- ')

)

perfectly




