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province for these articles, as we were
doing a few years ago, before the 'in-
auguration of the government policy in
this partictlar, there came back into the
pockets of our farmers upwards of $208,-
000 for factory cheese and butter export-
¢d’ from- the province, in addition to about
$134,000 worth, . for . which a mar-
ket had (een found within the
province. In these figures mno account
,was taken of the butter which was pro-
duced upon the farms at the home dairies,

A Ridiculous Opposition Statement.

In thie conneetion he referred to a most
remarkable statement which had been
made at an opposition meeting held in
Waterford a few evenings ago, in which
it was stated by one of the candidates
that the establishment of creameries was
of no benefit to the farmers, because by
reason of consumers acquiring a taste for

creamery butter, they would not .use the.

ordinary butter made by the farmers.
Ml_‘. Pugsley ridiculed this statement, and
said: that those who made it evidenily
had a poor appreciation of the intelli-
gence 'of their audience, because it was
apparent to everyone that one of the ef-
fects of the production of creamery but-
ter was to educate the wives and daugh-
ters of farmers to the mecessity of mak-
ing good butter, and they had succeeded
in doing this to. euch an extent that,
whereas 10 or 15 years ago there was a
great deal of poor “butter put upon the
market; today the butter; both that vro-
du»ced at the creameries and in the home
dairies, was generally of a superior char-
acter, and to get bad butter was now
the exception. Those, he said, who oppos-
ed the establishment of creameries, show-
ed a want of knowledge is to the re-
‘quirepxenta of the country and the pro-
gressive and  enterprising epirit of the
farmers, which afforded the strongest pos-
sible proof of their unworthiness to be-
come representatives of the people in the
legislature.

Refutes Statement Against Himself,

The attorney-general also referred brief-
ly to the charge which some of ihe opposi-

| tion epeakers had been making against

himself, viz., that during one year he' had
rgcewed $9,000 drom toe provin-
cial exchequer. This statement was
wholly false, and the worst feature
of the case was that those ‘who
made the statement knew that it was
false, because it hiad been sully proved to
be: so; both “in the legisiature and before
the committee of public acounts. In order

to make wp this amount they had included-

his mlary as attorney-general, his sessional
indemnity, amounts paid @’ counsel fees
for his services in collecting $275,000 from
fhe ' dominion government, being the
amount of the Kastern lixtension award,
in whiech he had béen employed before ne

‘became a member of the government, or
 even @ member of the legislature, and also

his travelling expenses to and from Otta-

| wa in connection with the case.

The services had extended over a period
of four years and were settsied up when the
case was brought to a successful issue and
the money recovered on: behalf of . the
province,

-A Badly Bolstered Case.

~ They also included an emount of $350,
‘which had been paid to Mr. White as
counsel on behalf of the province to argue
the very important case of Dunn vs. The
King, in which $88,000 were involved and
in which the province had succeeded before
the Supreme Court of Canada. They had
also included amounts paid during the year
to his predecessors in conuection with the
collection. of succession duties, and had
even added in certain rebutes which had
been made to estates in wespect to succes
gion duties which, in consequence of a de-
cigion of the court, it was held shouid be
refunded. His opponents, with a full
knowledge of the facts and with the inten-
tion of deceiving the electorate had added
all these amounts together and had falsely
into his

of the desperate straits to which the op-
position were driven than that they should
make reckless and unfounded charges of
such a character. ‘

The Provincial Subsidies,

The attorney-general also devoted con-
giderable time ‘to an explanation of . the
energetic action which the government had
taken to secure a weadjustment of the
provincial subsidies, the effect of which
will be to give to this province an addi-
tional sum of $130,000 per year. Tle also
dwelt upon ‘the fisheries claim under the
Halifax award, and his statement of the
efforts which the government had made
to secure the just share of our province to

in:| this award, which, .with tnterest; woald

amount, :to about- $2,000,000, wes listened

td with the closest attention,:and af -ita
‘| conclusion evoked the mest hearty . ap-

1 plause.
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ince of the securing of the readjustment

of the swbsidies and the payment of the
fishery award would be to add to the pro-
vincial revenues mearly $200,000 a year.
He also answered the arguments whica the
opponents of the government were making
that the province would be no better off
if it had the amount of the fishery award,
because the dominion government had been
paying the interest in fishery bounties.

Will Be Good for Our Fishermen,

This he denied. He waid it was true
that the dominion government had been
paying about $160,000 annually in bounties,
but it was jgiven for the encouragement of
deep sea fishing, and it was to.fishermen
of Britigh Columbia, as well as to fisher-
meén of the eastern provinces; showing
#learly, that it 'was not based upon the idea
that the money was being applied for tne
mse of the fishermen whose rights had
been interfered with under the Treaty of

| Washington,

“Mr. Pugsley étated that the dompensation

{which the United States paid was entire-

1y for the privilege of enjoying the inshore

| fisheries, that is, the fisheries within three

miles of the coast, and which under the re-
cent decision of the judicial committee of
the privy council .are declared to be the
property of the provinces; whereas, the
bounties were given for the encouragement
of deep sea fishing. New Brunswick fish-
ermen had only received in bountis the
sum of about $13,000 per year, as against
upwards of $100,000 which was paid to the
fishermen of Nova Scotia; whereas the in-
shore fisheries of New Brumswick, for
which compensation was given, were, as
he waa informed, of substantiuily the same
value as the  inshore fisheries of Nova
Scotia. He showed that the province,after
receiving the $2,000,000, could pay  the
same bounties to the fishermen as at pres-
ent, if the dominion government should de-

{ cline to. continue them, gnd still have out

of the interest upon the money upwards of
$60,000 per year for all time to come. The
addition of nearly $200,000 per annum to
the revenues of the province, as a result
of the action which the government had
taken, would- be of enormous benefit to
the people, and he trusted that by. their
votes on the 28th ipstant, - the electors
would show their approval of the. course
of the government .in -this vespeet, rand
stamp their mark of disapproval uprn the
conduct of men who were seeivag to dis-
credit the claims which the government
were making on behalf of the province,
and by every means in tasir power were
thus attempting to prevent justice being
done to the people of New Brunswick.

The Unfair Sun.

During his speech Mr. Pugsley referred
to the fact that the Sun a few days ago
had eought to create the impression that
he was interested in a project to divert
a portion of the waters of the St. John
river mear its source in the State of
Maine, and when it appeared that, far
from this being the ease, he had taken
very active stepe to prevent this pro-
posed violation of the' Ashburton Treaty,
all that this violent partizan paper had
to say, was that they had made a mis-
take. - The editor made no apology, as
she would have done if he had been ani-

.mated by a epirit of ordinary decency

and fair play, for this bare-faced attempt
to injure him in the eyes of the public.

The attorney general said he had al-
ways, since becoming a member of the
government, been exceedingly careful to
have no connection, either directly or in-
directly, with any enterprise which by
any chance might come before the gov-
ernment or legislature,

The attorney general was followed by
Mr. Scovil, who stated that he had o
claims upon the electorate by reason of
his being a platform ' speaker, which be

was not, and did not pretend to be, but |

he asked a remewal of their confidence by
reason of the fact that he had, ever since
he had been their representative, done
good, honest work for the county, and
had been able to secure special grants
from time to time for the building of
bridges and the repairing of roads which
were rendered necessary by freshets, ete.,
when the ordinary appropriations were
not sufficient for the purpose. He refer-
red to the statement which Mr. Sproul
had made at Waterford at the opposition
meeting, that the government had expend-
ed $3,000 in building the road between
the two villages at Hampton and that
this had ‘been done at the expense of
the by-roads of the county. :

Mr, ‘Scovil said this statement was
wholly false. They had “not ‘received one
dollar less for their ‘by-roads by reason
of ‘the building 'of this Toad, ‘because a
‘special grant had been made for the ‘pur-
pose. He also spoke of the advantage
of making good roads, which would be
of a permanent character, over which
heavy loads could be ‘hauled’ and which
would greatly cheapen the cost of . taking
the products of the farm to market. He
thought they “would -all agree with' him
that there was nothing more important,
or to which the representatives of the
people should give more attention than
the building of good permanent roads and
bridges.

Mr. Scovil received an attentive hear-
ing and at the close of his remarks there
was enthusiastic applause.

Mr. King.

He was followed by Mr. King, who
made an admirable speech, and, although
the hour was late when he began, he held
the attention of the large audience to the
close.

Mr. King dwelt upon the agricultural
policy of the government, referred to the
unanimous report of the committee on
public accounts, onm which committee
there were two very prominent members
of the opposition, in which the public ex-
penditures. had been approved of. He
also took up the question of school books,
in respect to which the opposition were
making an argument against the govern-
ment that they had not had the printing
done within the province.
showed that it was very much cheaper
to have the  books printed in the larger
centres, where they were turned out by
the hyndreds of thousands and sold to
the different provinces of Canada. ~ He
eaid that it was the opinion of practical
printers that to have gotten up books
specially for pupils in New' Brunswick
and had them printed within the prov-
ince, would cost the people from 10 to 25
per cent. more than they do at present.

It this had been .done the opposition
would have raised a cry, the same as they
did in respect to steel bridges, and would
have charged the.government with favor-
ing some New Brunswick printer at the
expense of the people. In..respect to
school booke, the hoard of'education had
pursued the policy of obtaining the best
books available for the use of the -&chool
children ‘at the cheapest possible price.:
The  arrangéments. had been mude after
careful consideration and-ujpjop thé recom-
mendation of thd -chiefs miperintendent of
cJucatfonS' whode sole ~destre swould be ‘to
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bt consistent.with a-high degree of ex-
cellence.

Meeting Betokened Big Government Ma-
jority.
Altogether, this meeting was most suc-
cessful in ‘every respect, and it seemed to
be the opinioff of all present that it be-

tokens a good majority for the govern-
ment candidates in Waterford. The

“I'readers of The Telegraph may rely

upon it that eo far as Kings county is
concerned, the swing of victory is in the
air, and it will be no surprise if there
is an increase in the majority of about
800, which the attorney general received
Whenn]he last measured swords with Mr.

Mr, Sproul _Spr;ads a Lie.

.~ Westfield, Feb, 14—At the opposition
meeting here' Thursday evening there were
only about 12 electors present. This was
probably due to the shortness of the notice,
ag, our ‘people usually turn out to hear
both ‘' sides. The . speakers were Messrs.
Sproul, . O’Connell ‘and Moere. Mr.
Sproul devoted a great deal of time to
attacking ‘the: attorney general,  charging
him with seeking to divert the waters of
the . Allegash from the St. John. Mr.
Sproul had evidently read the Sun’s article
containing this charge against Dr. Pugs-
ley, but hadn’t read the later issue taking
it all back.. It's an old saying that a lie
travels much faster than the truth, and
it is exemplified in this case.

WINNING TICKET IS
NAMED IN YORK.

W. T. Whitehead, John Campbell, Geo. W
Allen and Geo. Burden, the Liberal Stand-
ard Bearers.

Fredericton, N. B., Feb. 15.—(Special)—
W. Turney Whitehead, land agent of Fred-
ericton; John A. Campbell, farmer of
Kingsclear; George W. Allen, barrister, of
Fredericton, and Councillor George F. Bur-
den, lumberman, of Pokiack, were yester-
day unanimously nominated as government
candidates for York by one of the largest

fine old county has ever seen. !

Despite the unfavorable condition of the
roads upwards of 200 sturdy delegates rep-
resenting every section of the county, ex-
cept the distant parishes of Canterbury
and North Lake, responded to tthe call and
‘the enthusiasm was unbounded.

The old time party workers, men who
have borne the brunt in many hard fought
battles in days gone by, were on hand in
force, and it was pleasing to notice in the
excellent gathering a number of gentlemen
who formerly marched under the opposi-
tion banner, bit are now among the most
aggressive opponents of the iittle clique of
hungry .office seekers who claim to be the
‘Conservative: party of York.

{Coun. Alfged Rotwley, of Marysville, was
called to the chair and William Lemont
was appointed secretary.

Candidates Chosen,

A ‘nominating committee composed of
two delegates from each parish and ward,
was appointed and after 15 minutes de-
liberation. repqrted ‘that their choice of
candidates had fallen mpon the gentlemen
named. ..
by a standing vote.. On motion of Alex.
Gibdon, M. P., three hearty theers and a
tiger were given for the ticket.

Messrs. Whitehead, Campbell, Allen and
Burden then briefly addressed the conven-
tion, accepting the nomination and promis-
ing to do their utmost to carry the govern-
ment standard to victory on the 28th.
While the old members were most cor-
dially .received, Mr. Burden, the new man
on the ticket;received an ovation, and his
practical ‘and businesslike speech of accépt-
ance convinced the gathering that a wise
choice had been made.

Mr. Gibson Predicts 2,000 Majority.

After the candidates had spoken there
were loud calls for Alex. Gibson, M. P.,
and that gentleman responded with a
happy speech, which elicited deafening ap-
plause. He exploded a number of cam-
paign canards in regard to the attitude of
himself and his respected father in this
contest and referred humorously to the
fruitless pilgrimages that had been made
to Marysville of late by Hazen delegates
in search of support. He also read a copy
of a typewritten circular sent out to op~
ponents of the government by H. F. Me
Lgod of this city in which the statement
was made as a kind of inducement for dele-
gates to attend -the conmvention that the
“Naghwaak influence”” was to be with the
opposition in this election. The reading
of this document and Mr. Gibson’s caustic
comments thereon provoked roars of laugh-
ter from the delegates.

“Our ticket,” continued Mr. Gibson, had
1,500 majority in the last contest, and we
can make it 2,000 this time.” (Cheers.)
“Let us give them a good snowing under,
one that they will always remember. I will
do my best towards helping you to do it.”

J. D. Phinneyand Others Speak.

J. D. Phinney, K. C., was next called
upon and in a ringing epeech endorsed the
policy of the government, and pledged his
hearty support to the candidates chosen
by the convention.

Short speeches were aleo made by Sen-
ator Thompson, Coun. Rowley and John
Anderson, ex-M® P. P., the old Liberal
war horee, who, despite his four score
years, drove 40 miles to attend the conven-
tion.

Ringing cheers for the king and the
candidates brought the very .euccessful
gathering to a close,

Messrs, Whitehead, Campbell, Allen and
Burden make an exceptionally strong com-
bination and their return by an over-
whelming majority ie beyond the shadow
of a doubt. Among those at the conven-
tion were:

James D. McKay, William Lemont, J.
D. Phinney, A. S. Murray, Alonzo Hale,
Hubbard Niles, Gibson; W. H. Me-
Knight, New Maryland; Imther Good-
speed, Penniac; Councillor Alfred Rowley,
Marysville; Alfred Barker, Marysville;
Alex. Gibson. M. P., Marysville; John
Anderson, Barony; Dr. Moore, Stanley;
Havelock Kelly, Stanley; Councillor. Geo.
F. Burden, Pokiok; Horace Pugh, Marys-
ville; Wm. Minue, Gibson; G. W. Merri-
thew, Fredericton; John Campbell, Sena-
tor Thompson, W. T. Whitehead, W. K.
O: Parlee, W. A. Gibson, R. W. McLel-
lan, W. J. Osborne, Byron Estey, Wm-.
Graham, Scoteh Settlement; Dudley Cur-
rie, Bright; Chas. Currie, Queensbury;
Goodrich. Sloat, Bright; Wm. Hagerman,

i Dbtighas: *Jesse Merrithew, Bright; Arthur

Ross, Douglas; Fden “Waugh, Douglas;
Jéhn Sinnott, Queensbury; Wm. T. Bar-

ker; Nashwaak Point; Tyler Mills, Kings-
clpars Trak W VMyles, Gibson;  John
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| Slipp, Kingsclear; Alonzo ‘Barker, Burpee

Higgins, Michael Moore, Alex. Goodine,

and most representative conventibns ‘this’

“ The pomination was immediately ratified

‘persuance of the caucus -agreement, tae

Myles, Gubson,; Hamilton Sheppard, Doug-
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las; Charles B. Morgan, St. Marys; Wi
low Gilbert, Douglas; George Strange,
Kingsclear; J. A. Edwards,- Wm. West,
Gibson; Horace Pugh, Douglas; Charles
Gunter, Kingsclear; J. W._Gerow, Ed-
ward Moore, Alex. Brewer, Douglas; John
Macpherson, J. H. Hawthorn, John Palm-
er, C. F. Chestnut, John 8. Scott, Well-

ington Sheppard, Douglas; - Judson Dun- |

phy, Kingsclear; Thomas Murray, Kings-
clear; Norman Hallett, Douglas; Byron
Brewer, Charles Carlisle, John Moore,
William Sutherland; Adolphus Goodine,
Kingsclear; Lemuel Cliff, Queensbury; A.
E. Cliff, Kingsclear; R. T. Mack, ‘Thos.
Poor, Hanwell; ‘Charles Burnett, John
Allen, Pokiok; Alderman Ryan, Alderman
Farrell, John Henley, Hanwell; Edward |

Jones, Douglas; A. W. Coombes, 8t
Marys; H. H. Bridges, Alderman Van-
wart, James Wiilson, . Bright; Bdwand:

Kidgsclear;” Wm. McGinn, Geo. Currde,
Queensbury; Wm. McKnight, New Mary-
land; Alf Turner, Gibson; C. West, Gib-
gon; D, C. Burpee, Gibson; C. West, Gib-,
eon;: Wm. - Barker, Gibson; G. W. Allen,
Harry Mackay, Capt. Dykeman, A. Lip-
sett, ‘George Hgoy*t, Prince William; D. -8
Sawyer, Prince Wiliam; Coungillor Faw-
cett, Southampton; James A. ‘Bell, J. F.
Van Buskirk, J. F. McElman and about
50 others. X

Nominating Committee.

Prince William—Geo. Hoyt, D. 8. Saw-
yer. ,

Manners Sutton—Geo. Stack, Alexander
Little.

Queensbury—Lemnue] Cliff, Chas.Gunter.

New Maryland—Wm. Knight, William
A. Daniels.

McAdam—Coun. Green, Alex, Mitchell.

Douglas—Alexander Brewer, Arthur
Ross,

Bright—William Graham, Dudley Cur-
rie. -

Southampton—Councillor Fawcett, Wm.
Haines. ; . ol

Canterbury—Edward London, - Richard
Scott. i

North Lake—Leonard Gould, John
Lyons.

Kingsclear—Thomas  Murray, Councillor
ClLiff. S o :

Stanley—Dr. Moore, Michael Crotty.

St.. Marys—Hubbard.. Niles, . Luther
Goodspeed.

Dunfries—John ‘Anderson, John Aflen.

Fredericton—Alderman Ryan, John
Palmer, Edward Moore, Alderman Van-
wart, J. D. Phinney, Alonzo Hall, Alder-
man Farrell, J. F. VanBuskirk, .J. H.
Hawthorn, Alderman Moore.

OPPOSITION IN
CHARLOTTE BOHERED.

St. Stephen, Feb. 15—(Special)—The
Conservative bosses after a lengthy ses-
sion on Saturday nominated Messrs.
Grimmer, Clarke and Hartt, giving the
fourth place on the ticket to Hon. George
F. Hill, who will run as an independent.
The opposition had searched . the .county
for a fourth mam to fill the ticket, but
could mot obtain a man.satisfactory to
themselves. The political deal is con-
demned by the members of both parties,
while the dissenting delegates are being
praised for their independent and manly
stand. - The Conservative convention: of
Thursday afternoon and evening was pro-
ductive of some stormy scenes and plain
talking by the rank and file of the party.

Nearly all the opposition' delegates re-
turned  home disgusted with the 'action
of the St. Stephen leaders: and not a few
vowed vengeance on the party.

Conservatives No Longer.

Many of the Conservative delegates
from St. Andrews and the Islands on
leaving here stated that they wou.. mever
vote for the party- again. There was
great difficulty in persuading T. A. Hartt
to accept the nomination, as he had been
turned down at the convention after hav-
ing been led to believe that if he and his
fellow delegates from St. Andrews wouid
support the resolution he would be nom-
inated as one of the two candidates.
When the St. Andrews delegation found
that they had been tricked into support-
ing the conspiracy to deprive the people
of Charlotte of their electoral rights they
expressed their indignation in no uncer-
tain terms.

Conservative Leaders Denounced.

Mr, Hartt’s partner, Mr. Greenlaw, de-
‘nounced the Conservative leaders for the
political ‘deal. Afterwards when the Con-
servative convention offered Mr. Hartt a
place as one of the nominees on the
straight opposition ticket, he refused the
offer and left for home in a very indig-
nant mood. :

After struggling all day Friday in
the vain attempt to obtain another Lib-
eral to run on the compromise ticket, in

Conservative bosses were compeled to
wire on Saturday morning, T. A. Hartt
and A. C. Calder, of Welchpool, who was
the choice of the Conservative delegation
from the Islands of Grand Manan, Camp-
obello, West Islands, asking them to
come to Si. Stephen, .

What pressure was brought to bear on
Mr. Hartt to induce him to recomsider his
refusal to run on the ticket is a matter
of speculation, In the meantime the St.
Stephen bosses had been using every in-
fluence to induce Hon. George F. Hill to
run as an opposition candidate thinking
it might impart strength to the ticket.
Mr. Hill finally consented to run as an-
independent and the Conservative ‘bosses
had no further use for Mr. Calder.

MR. CULLIGAN WILL
NOT RUN WITH MR. MOTT.

Opposition Have Been Making a Bluff in
Restigouche -—— Now They're Hunting for
a Candidate.

Campbellton, N. B., Feb. 14—(Spedial)—
The expected has happened. The nomi-
nation of Arthur Culligan as a colleague
of Mr. Mott, has been only a blind, as
Mr. Culligan has, so it is announced by
Mr. Mott’s friends, declined and the op-
position are now in search of a candidate.

A. J. Melanson, a business man of
Jacquet River, has been tendered the
momination, but up to the present has
not accepted.
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Vice-Prestdent of Toranto
Board of Trade Makes

Strong Statement Before ||

Cabinet Members at Ottawa
--Delegation Urges Syste-
matic  Re-adjustment of
Railway Freight Rates.

Ottawa, Feb. 11—(Special)—A joint
delegation which waited on the govern-
ment today, presented a request from a
systematic readjustment’ of the railway
freight rates now charged in this country,
based upon these .general statements:—

1. Rates on ehort.hauls within Canadian
territory are so high as to be in many cases
practically prohibitory. 3

2. Rates on long hauls also within Cana-
dian territory do not in many cases bear

fair proportion, efther to the cost or value:

of the service rendered. : ¢
3. Rates on local Canadian traffic are In

] many cases much higher than rates under

similar conditions on local traffic’ in ' the
United States. . i

4, On traffic originating in ' the United
States and carried over Canadian roads to
the seaboard, the rates are in numerous in-
stances .not only relatively, but actually,
lower than the rate imposed om Canadian
products carried over the same lines, but for
a shorter distance.

Prof. J. F. S. MecLean, in a report to
the government a year ago, pointed out
that the rate on salt from Wingham to
Fordwich, 17 miles, in less than carload
lots, was nine cents, while merchants
could have the same by team for five
cents. He further stated that a quantity
of cheese box hooping was hauled by team
from Harriston to Fordwich, eight miles,
for $7.50, while the cost of hauling by
railway would have been $12.

What Professor McLean said as to local
rates in the particular section of Western
Ontario referred to by him, might be said
of almost any part of the province.

“Farmers living from 20 to 25 miles
from Napanee say they can team their
produce to the town cheaper than they
can have it sent by rail. Merchants in
Waterford, when they buy their goods
wholesale houses, haul
their purchase from the wholesale ware-
houses to the metail® store, 18 miles, and
say they save money by doing so, although
there is direct railway connection between:
the two points.

“A- number of instances of a like nature
might be cited.

Rates on Long Hauls Withii Canadian
Territory.

“In no case are these rates too low, in
some cases they are altogether too high.
Last fall a rate of 34 cents per barrel was
quoted on flour from Northwestern On-
tario to Bristol (Eng.) At the same time
the rate on apples was about 90 cents per
barrel. Apples weigh less than flour and,
although they are supposed to, they really
receive no greater care in the handling
than is given the latter commodity. It is
fair to assume there was no loss in haul-
ing the flour, and if that be granted, it
necesarily follows there was a gross over-
charge on the apples.

“In the Niagara district, where fruit
growing is the main industry, 10 or 12
car loads of fruit are in the height of the
season shipped daily by. freight to. Momt-
real. These cars all -go through -together
as part of a mixed train load. Theé trip
to Montreal is made in 36 hours, and yet,
on the fruitr alone, which does not consti-
tute the whol¢ train load, the charge for
hauling is $500 to $600. A very large pro-
portion of the frnit grown in the Niagara
distriet 3is naturally shipped by express.
Taking express and frieght rates together
and averaging the season through, one-
third of the price realized on the Niagara
fruit sold in Montreal is absorbed in the
carrying charges imposed for hauling from
Niagara to Montreal.

“A car of apples, putting the valuation
of the fruit at $2 a barrel (an outside esti-
mate), would be worth. $300. The charge
for hauling this to the seaboard is $70.50,
or 23% per cent. of the value of the cargo.
The rate on mixed fruit for the same dis-
tance would equal 44 per cent. of ths pro-
duct carried. A car of grapes valued at
one cent per pound would be worth $300,
and the freight rate on that to the sea-
board would be $i65, or 55 per cent. of
the value of the goods carried. A carload
of flour, valued at $L.50 per barrel, is
worth $675.- The rate on a ear of flour
to the seaboard is $40.50, or. six per cent.
It is not contended that the rate on flour
ig too low, butt it is most emphatically
asserted that the rate on fruit is too high.

Rates on Local Traffic, Canada and United
States.

“In an investigation carried on under
instructions from your government some
years ago, facts were collécted, which
showed that the local rates on United
States railways were very much lower for
the same length of hauling than rates in
this country.

Traffic Originating in the United States
and Passing Through Canada.

“The facts bearing on the statement as
to the discrimination in favor of Ameri-
can as against Canadian freight, where
the product of both countries is carried
over the same lines of transportation, are
as clear as they are in the cases already
dealt with.”

In the report of .Professor McLean, the

statement’ is made fhat. a rate of 58
cents has been quoied on first: clas freight |

from Detxoit,.to Montreal.  The rate from
Windsor to Montreal was 70 cents. ~ Here
way & discérimination against the Canadian

WILL GIVE MR. B_AIR |
AUTOCRATIC MOWERS.

‘As far as the Toront. Board of
Trade is concerned I desire to empha-
gize everything I heard heregoday and
1 am glad to be able to say that the |,

. presént minister of railways as comé
nearer to what we consider { proper
inecumbent of that position tan any
one who heretofore has occuped the
position, and had he full scohe we
_~would soon have all that, we as- for.
T wouid like to sce the minister riven
" autocratic powers.”—(Secretary Alan,
of Toronto Board of Lrade at Ottxwa
meeting yesterday).

gide, of 113 cents. It was further, stated
in the same report that our railways gave
the same rate from Portland to Ch.lca»gn
that was given from Montreal to Chicago.

«T¢ this may be added the fact that at
the present time, the rate on cattle from
Chicago to St. John (N. B.), is 28 cents
per 100 pounds, as compared with 27 cents
from Barrie to St. John, and .25 cents
from Toronto to St. John. It is under-
stood, too, that Chicago shippers obtain
a rebate,” which makes their rate lower
than appears on the surface, and this,
although the distance in favor of Toronto
is some 500 miles. st

“During the past season of navigation,
the rate on grain from the western states,
reaching Ontario” lake ports by vesel and
carried thence by rail to the seaboard, was
11 cents per 100, including terminal
charges. The rate to the seaboard and
terminal charges on grain grown Iin On-
tario, at the ®same time, was 16 cents.
Thus we have jhe peculiarity that railways
built largely ‘at"the expense of the people
of ‘this country are giving a lower rate _for
a longer haul to American produce, which
ig intended $o compete with Canadian pro-
duce in the British market, than is given
to our own-people. That is a condition
which, in our opinion, should not be per-
mitted to continue. .

“The discrimination practiced by our
railways in favor of American producd
tells against the Canadian manufacturer
as well as the Canadian farmer. It is mob
necessary to say more as to the over-
charge on freight hauled from point to
point within our own territory, as com-~
pared with local rates prevailing in the
United States. Neither is it necessary ta
say anything further as to the discrimina-
tion against Canadian produce in the
rates given on Canadian railways in favor
of American produce. The facts are ad-
mitted by those who control the policy
of the transportation companies in this
country, !

“There are other grievances in connec- ,
tion with the present railway situation
which are quite as serious as those al~
ready stated. Classification of freights,
which really governs the rates eharged, ap~’
pears to have been lost almost entirely
with the railway authorities. Any com-
plaint regarding classification going ta
them goes before a body which stands for
railway interests only- :

“When the railways obtain government
sanction for a maximum rate, the fixing
of a rate below that point is entirely in
their hands, The maximum is invariably .
higher than the railways have any inten-
tion of charging. Thus the fixing of rates
at what may be an excessive figure ig quite
within their power. They are also at lib-
erty to overcharge at non-competitive
points; to levy excessive rates on short
hauls and to discriminate in favor of lo-
calities or individuals. It was by giving
an unfairly low rate to the Standard Oil
Company that the building up of that
great combination was rendered possible.
Competitors denied - the - same privilege
were driven out of business. By the adop-
tion of similar means today our Canadian
railways can make or break a locality or
Individual.

“A reduction in rates should be as much"
under the control of the government or a
body representing the government, as an
increase in rates. Provision should be

|'made, too, for the prewention of granting

secret rebates to favored shippers. The
action of the United States Senate in pass-
ing an act, imposing a penalty of $20,000
for an offence of this kind, is entirely
commendable. 3
“The root of the whole evil, so.far as
the main railway problem in this gountry
is concerned, is that we are being asked
to pay freight rates which will earn divi-
dends on capital which will no longer have
any existence’in fact. One line of railway
in this country is capitalized at about
$100,000 per mile; on the average, the
capitalization is $60,000. There is good aun-
thority for the statement that all the lines
and equipment could be duplicated at
$40,000 per mile. Rates could be fixed on
a basis that will earn dividends on the
actual cost of the reproduction—in fact,
in strict justice, the contribution made by
the people in chsh or lands, amounting
to some $15,000 per mile, might well be
deducted from this, but in any event, tha
rates charged should not be more than
sufficient to pay dividends on the actual
outlay necessary fo duplicate the present
service. i
“How are the grievances ecomplai
to be redressed? What means x;ren:g 1(:5
taken to procure the arrangement of rates
on a just and.scientific basis? We helieve
this can best he accomplished by the ap-
pointment of a railway . commission
charged with the sole duty of hearing
complaints, making all necessary inquir-
ies, and taking means to prevent a con*
tinuance of unequal or excessive charges
This is the conclusion arrived at by Pro-
fe‘ssm-. McLean after a careful and ex<
h.austlve inquiry, carried on under instruc<
thll..S from the government. With the
finding of Professor McLean in this par-
ticular we heartily agree. We believe that
such a commission should he composed of
men of first clasy ability and the hi hest
standing, and that they should be dfthed,
with full authority to fix, justify and
equalize rates. We are further of oi)ini,olu
that from a decision by this tribunal thera
should be but one appeal to a single rt
and that on question of law onlgv B
“One of the most impoptant iti of
such a co‘mmvlssiou would, ave Ventu; 4
submit, consist in issuing quarl'er]-e
sémi-annual reports, &ty o8
g s setling  forth ag
!:o rates now charged. "Pyuty o this natura
in regard to rates charged 1y the Unitéd
States are -much thore readils aviifble of
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