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STORY OF THE
INCARNATION.

TOLD IN A NEW AND PRACTICAL WAY
BY DR. TALMAGE.

A SERMON FOR CHRISTMAS.

Sunshine and Shadow en the Cradle eof

Uses of Religious Festival Days—A
Dull Text Full ef Startling and
Eternal Interest.

Washington, Dec. 24.—The story of
Rhe incarnation is here told by Dr.
Talmage in a new way, and practical
use is made of #hese days of festivi-
ty; text, Matthew i, 17, ‘“‘So all the
generations from Abraham to David
are 14 generations, and from David
until the carrying away into Baby-
lon are 14 generations, and from the
carrying away into Babylon unto
Christ arc 14 generations.”

From what many consider the dull-
®st and most unimportant chapter of
the New Testament I take my text
and find it full of practical, startl-
fng and eternal interest. This chap-
ger is the front door of the New Tes-
Rament, through which all the splen-
dors of evangelism and apostolicity
enter. Three times 14 gencrations
are spoken of in my text—that is,
42 generations, reaching down to
<Christ. They all had relation to
him. And at least 42 generations
past affect us. If they were good,
Wwe feel the result of the goodness. If
they were bad, we feel the results of
Rheir wickedness. If -some were good
and some were bad, it is an inter-
mingling influence that puts its
mighty hand upon us. And as we
feel the effect of at least 42 genera-
tions past we will in turn influence
at least 42 generations to come, if
ghe world shall last- 1,000 years. So
you see the cradle is more important
» #han the grave.

I propose to show you some of the
shadows upon the Christic cradle of
Bethlehem and then the sunshine that
poured in upon the pillow of straw.
Notice among the shadows on that
infant’s bed that there was here and
there a specimen of dissolute ances-

try. Beautiful Ruth his ancestress?
Oh, yes! Devout Asa one of his
forefathers? Oh, yes! Homnest Jo-

seph his father? ' Oh, yes! Holy Mary
his mother? Oh, yes! But in that
genealogical table were idolatrous
and cruel Ammon and oppressive Re-
hoboam and some men whose abomi-
nations may not be particularized.
£o you see bad men may have good
descendants.  One of the most con-
secrated men I ever knew was the
son of a man who lived and dicd a
blasphemer. In the line of an op-

pressive Rehoboam comes a gracious’

and merciful and glorious Christ.
Great encouragenient for those 1who
‘had in the 42 genecrations that pre-
ceded them, however c¢lose by or
however far back, some instances of
pernicious and balcful and corrupt
ancestry.

To my amazement I found in those
parts of Australia to which 1many
Years ago felons were transported
from England that tho percentage of
crime was less than insthose parts of
Australia originally settled by hon-
est men and good women. Some who
are now on judicial benches in Aus-
tralia and in high governmental posi-
gtion and in learned and uscful pro-
fessions and leaders in social life are
the grandsons and granddaughters of
men and women who were exiled
from Great Britain to Australia for
arson and theft and assault and
fraud and murder.

Since we are all more or less -af-
fected by our ancestry we ought to
be patient with those who go wrong,
remembering that they may be the
wvictims of unhappy antecedents. How
Jenient it ought to make us in our
Judgments of the fallen! Perhaps
they had 42 generations back of them
pushing them the wrong way. Five
hundred years before they were born
there may have been a parentage of
fniquity augmented by a corrupt par-
entage 200 years ago. Do not blame
& man because he cannot swim up
the rapids of Niagara. Do not blame
a ship captain because he cannot out-
ride a Caribbean whirlwind. The fa-
ther of this man who does wrong
‘may have been all right and his mo-
gher all right, but away back in the
<enturies there may have started a
dad propensity which he now feels.
©One of the Ten Commandments given
on Mount Sinai recognizes the fact
that evil may skip a generation,
when the commandmenf speaks of
wisiting ‘‘the iniquity of the fathers
apon the children unto the third and
dourth generation,’”” buf says nothing
about the second gencration; and if
evil may skip one generation why
mot two and three and four and five
gencrations, making a mighty lcap
and alighting very hard upon the
head and the heart of some poor vic-
tim? Better be a littlr merciful to-
wards the culprit lest after awhile
some hereditary evil born in the year
1600 or .1700, having skipped the
centuries, alight just as heavy upon
Yyou. S
Another shadow on the Christic
cradle was that it stood under a de-
praved king. Herod was at that
time ruler and the complete imper-
sonation of all depravities. It was
an unfavorable time for innocence to
expect good treatment.

Historians say that it was at a
time of peace that Christ was born,
but his birth aroused an antagonism
of which the Bethlehem massacre was
only a feeble expression. War of the
mightiest nation of the carth opened
against that cradle! The influence
that came forth that night from that
surrounding of camels and shecp and
oxen challenged the iniquities of all
the centuriés and will not cease un-
4il it has ‘destroyed them. What a
pronunciamento went forth from that
‘black and barbarian throne, practi-
cally saying, ‘“Slay all the babes un-
der 2 vears of age, and that wide
slaughter will surely include the
death of the one child that most
threatens my dominion!” Awful time
was it for the occupant of that
jeradle! If he escape the knife of the
aswacel, them the wild beast’s paw,

©F the bandit’s clutch, or the mid-

{ ous cexperiments with explosives and

¢ especially boys of high
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night chill between DBethlehem of
Judaea and Cairo, will secure his de-
struction. All the powers of earth
and all the demons of hell bombard-
ed that cradle.

Another shadow upon that Christic
cradle was the obscurily of the place
of birth. DBethlehem was an obscure
village. David, the shepherd boy,
had been born there, but after he be-
came general and king he gave it no
significance, I think never mentioning
it but to ask for a drink of water
out of the old well to which he used

. . to go in childhood—the village so
the Light eof the World—Practical '

small and unimportant that it had
to be separated in mind from an-
other Bethlehem then existing and so
was called Bethlechem of Judaea.
There was a great capital of Jeru-
salem; there were the 15 beautiful
cities on the beach of Galilee, any of
them a good place to be born in;
there were great towns famous at .
that time, but the nativity we to-
day celebrate was in a village which
Christ intimated had been called by
some ‘‘the least among the princes of
Juda.’”” Christ himself was to make
the town famous for 811 time and all
eternity. So heroes in later days by
their deeds -have given celebrity to
neighborhoods that would never
otherwise have been heard of beyond
the radius of a few hundred miles. {
What a place for Christ to arrive at’
and to start from! The hero of the
eternitics!

O men and women of Messianic op-
portunity, why do you not make the
place of your nativity memorable for
your philanthropies—by the churches .
you build, the free libraries you gpen,
the college you endow? Go bach to:
the village where you were born, as
George Peabody went back to Dan-
vers, Mass., and with your wealth
bless the neighborhood where- in
childhood you played and near by
where youp fathér and mother sleep
the last slcep., By some such: charity
invite the, Bethlehem angels to come
back again, and over the plain house:
of your nativity ring’ out the old
anthem of ‘‘Good will to men.”
Christ, born in an obscure place,
made it so widely known by his self-
sacrifices and divine charity that all
around the earth the village of Beth-
lechem has its name woven in gar-
lands and chanted in ‘“Te Deums’’
and built in houses of prayer.

It was while the peasant and his
wife were on a visit for purposes of :
enrollment that Jesus was born. The
Bible translators got the wrong
word when they said that Joseph
and Mary had gone to Bethlehem to
be ‘“‘taxed.”” People went no farther
then to get taxed than they do now.
The effort of most people always has
been to escape taxation. Besides
that, these two hunble folk had
nothing to tax. The man’s turban
that protected his head from the sun
was not werth taxing; the woman's
sandals which kept her feet from be-
ing cut® by the limestone rock, of
which” Bethlehen ig: mostly made up,
were not worth' {axing. No; "' the
fact is that a proclamation had been
made by the emperor that all the
people between Great DBritain and
Parthia and of those lands included
should ‘go to some appointed place
and give their names in, be registered
and announce their loyalty to the
Roman emperor. During that patri-
otic and loyal visit the first cry of
the Divine Boy was heard.

They had walked: 80 miles over a
rough road to give in their names
and take the oath of allegiance.
Would we walk 80 miles to announce
our allegiance to our King, one
Jesus? Caesar Augustus wanted to
know by the rccord on which that
man and that woman wrote their
names, or had them written, just
how many people in his empire he
could depend on in case of exigency.

In all our churches thcre are - so
many half and half disciples, so many
one-third espousers. They rather
think the Bible is true, at any rate
parts of it, and they hope that some-
how Christianity will disenthrall the
nations. They stay away from
church on communion days and hope
when they have lived as long as they
can in this world they can somehow
sneak into heaven. . Oh, give in your
names! Be registered on the church
record down. here’ and in the Lamb’s
Book of Life up there. Let all the
world know where you stand, if you
have to go as far as Joseph and
Mary walked, if you have to go 80
miles before you find just the right
form of worship and just the right
creed, start in this modern Decem-
ber, as thosc villagers started in an
ancient December, and amid the con-
gratulations of church militant and
church triumphant give in your
names. It was while Joseph and
Mary were on a visit of duty and
obeying a reasonable command of
Empéror Augustus ‘that the star
pointed to the place of nativity.

Another gleam of sunshine striking
through the shadows above that
Christic cradle was the fact of a
special divine protection. Herod was
determined upcn the child’s destruc-
tion. The monster put all his wits
together in stratagem for the stop-
ping of that young life just startad.
He dramatized piety. Te suddenly
got religious. 1lle would leave his
palace and take chariot nnld have
steeds whipped up so that he could
kneel at that cradle. We have to
smile at what the imperial vil'ain
said when he ordered. ‘‘Go and search
diligently for the young chilg, wrd
when ye have found him bring me
word, that I may go and worship
him also.”’ All the detectives he
sent out failed in the search. You
cannot reasonably account for that
unhurt cradle except on the theory
of a special divine protection. And
most cradles are likewise defended.
Can you understand why so many
children, swith all the epidemics that
assail them and all their climbing to
dangerous heights and all their peril-

their running against horses’ hoofs
and daring of trolleys and carts fast
driven, yet somehow get through,
spirit and
thot are going to amouut to much?
I account for their coming threugh

all right, with only a few wounds
and bruises, by the fact that they
are divinely protected. All your
charges of “Don’t do this”” and
“Don't do that” and “Don’t : go
there’’ seemn to amount to nothing.

They are the same reckless creatures
about whom you are cepstantly

“world.

anxious and wondaring what is tho
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matter now. Divinely protected!
The most of your children would
have been dead long ago but for that.

Another gleam of light scattering
some of the gloom of that Christic
pillow in Bethlehem was the fact
that it was the starting place of the
most wonderful of all careers. Look-
ing at Christ’s life from mere world-
ly standpoints, it was amazingly be-
yond all capacity of pen or tongue
or canvas to express. Without tak-
ing a year’s curriculum in any college
or even a day at any school, yet say-
ing things that the mightiest intel-
lects of subsequent days have quoted
and tried to expound. Great liter-
ary works have for the most part
been the result of much elaboration.
Edmund Burke rewrote the conclu-
sion of his speech against Warren
Hastings 16 times. Lord Brougham
rewrote his speech in behalf of Queen
Caroline 20 times, but the sermon on
the mount seemed extemporaneous.
Christ was eloquent without ever
having studied one of the laws of
oratory. He was the greatest ora-
tor fhat ever lived. It was not an
eloquence Demosthenic or Ciceronic
or like that of Jean Baptiste Massil-
lon or like that which William Wirt,
himself a great orator, was overcome
with in log cabin meeting houses of
Virginia when the blind preacher
cried out in his sermon, ‘‘Socrates
died like a philosopher, but Jesus
Christ died like a God.”’

Christ’s oratory was unlike any-
thing that went before or came af-
ter. Even the criticism of the world
said, ‘“Never man spake like this
man.’”” Dramatic? Why he took up a
child out of the audience and set him

‘on a table and by the embarrassed

look of the child taught humility. He
sent the prosecutors of a poor, sin-
ful woman, blushing and confounded,
out of the room by one sentence of
sarcasm. Notice his power of em-
phasis and enunciation when he re-
vealed himself after his resurrection
by the peculiar way he pronounced
the one word ‘‘Mary.’”” His power
of look shown by the way Peter, the
great apostle, wilted under it. The
book says, ‘‘The I.ord turned and
looked upon Peter.” It was an om-
nipotent facial expression.

His power of hyperbole: A camel
trying to crowd its hump through
the eye of a sewing woman’s needle
and all that learned talk about a
gale called the ‘‘needle’s eye,”’ only
belittling the hyperbole. Power of
sarcasm: The hypocrite styled by him
‘“the whole who need not a physi-
cian.” His power of peroratiom: The
crashing of the timbers of the poorly
built house on the beach of the
Mediterranean. Power to take ad-
vantage of circumstances: When an
auditor asked him whether they
ought to pay taxes to Caesar, Christ
practically said, ‘‘If any gentleman
in this, audience has in his pocket a
Roman penny, I wish he would just
hand it up to me.”
handed him a penny, and then came

“the overwhelming answer of Christ,

‘‘Render; to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s and to God the things
that are God’s.” :

S0 I have shown you the shadows
and the sunshine of that Christic
cradle of Bethlehem. *In these Christ-
mas- times I rcalize that there are
many cradles under shadows. Oh,
the story of empty cradles all up
and down the earth, in cabins -.and
in palaces! There are standing in
garrets or in storerooms-cradles that
will never rock again. ‘‘Rachel
mouring for her children and will not
be comforted Mecause they are not.”
But through all the shadows break
gleams of sunshine, as’ the clouds of
the ‘Christic cradle were cleft by
glorious light. Iscaped from the
struggles through which we have all
passed and must yet pass, those lit-
tle ones took heaven at one bound.
Instead of an earthly carecr it is a
heavenly carcer, - with capacities,
with velocities, with opportunities
beyond our comprehension. Instead
of celebrating on carth the Saviour’s
birth they stand in the Saviour’s
presence. Instead of the holiday
celebrations of the old homestead it
is to them eternal jubilee at a table
where the angels of God are the
cupbearers and amid the festivitice
that resound with a lacghter 'and &
music and blaze with a brilliance
and a glory ‘‘that eye hath not seen
nor ear heard.”” No use in wishing
them a merry Christmas, for the
merriments of heaven ring out upon
them from temples that are always
open, amid pleasures that never die.
Oh, it is not a dull heaven, but a
lively heaven, for thero are so many
children there! They throng the
streets; they look out of the ‘‘House
of Many Mansions;”’ they stand on
the beach to see the fleets cast an-
chor within the vale; they crowd the
gates with greetings when the old
folks come in; they clap their hands
in an cternal gladness; they dance in
an cternal glee. See you not the sun-
shine that pours into the shadows of
that cradle until they areall gone?

But the shadows have their uses.
There must be a background to every
good picture. Turner always put at
least onc fleck of cloud on his can-
vas, and the clouds of earth will be

the background to bring out more
mightily the brightness of heaven.
And will it rot be glorious if after

all this scene of earthly vicissitude
we meet again in our Father’s house
and talk over the past in an ever-
lasting holiday. But mecanwhile look
out for the cradles. How much they
decide for this world and the ncxt!
When Christ was born at Bethlehem,
that decided the redemption of the
Oh, look out for the cradles!
May a Bethlehem star of hope point
down to each one of them and every
hovering cloud be filled with chant-
ing angels of mercy.

Just Like Ilcys.

You may see young gar-fish plage
ing a gamec of leap-frog, just as you
have scen the big boys at it.

A floating hawk’s-bill turtle just
now is the under boy. and again and
again the gar-fish leap over him.

Sometimes in the game the gar-fish
lands sguarely on the sleeper’s back,
when the indignant turtle takes a
long breath and dashes away, scat-
tering the various little fishes that
have assembled 1o see the fun.

If you have ever had an aquarium
be sure and have some gar-fish in it
snd the turtle, and yeu can see the
sport for yourseives.
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THE PEOPLE’S KNITTING SYNDICATE,

Incorporated by Ontario Provinclal Charter under the Ontario Companies Acts.

LIMITED.

Head Office and Mill, TORONTO, ONT.

Authorized Capital Stock,

'$180,000.00

Divided Into shares of $1.00 each of which 100,000 shares are offered for publie
subscription.. (Each subscriber of twenty shares to be furnished a twenty dollar
‘Knitting machine free to work for the Syndicate and to share in the net profits

of all goods made.)

PRESIDENT :

A. W. MAYBURRY, Esq., M.D., Toronto.

DIRECTORS :

P. J. M. HORROCKS, Esq., Consumer’s Gas Company, Toronto.

H. M. HARDY, Esq., Toronto.

BANKERS :

J. H. HUNTER, Esq., Toronto.

The Imperial Bank of Canada, Toronto, Ont.

SOLICITORS :

GIBSON ARNOLDI & CO., Toronto, Ont.

TRUSTEE AND TRANSFER AGENT: .
STUART S. ARNOLDI, Esq., North British and Mercantile Co., Toronto.
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ds made by shareholders knitting at their own homes.
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The following extract from the Toronto Mail and Empire shows
the efforts of some combines now in operasiaa in Canada.

Special to the Mail and Empire.

HAMILTON, December 8th.-— Kaitting Factory Trust.
Moodie, of the Eagle Knitting Company, has given an option to a
Toronto Company, which is acting for a syndicate interested in
tuying up all the knitting factories in Canada. i
Mr. Moodie said the trust was backed by English and American
capitalists to the extent of four or five million dollars. O
have been obtained on a number of factories already. Hesaid that
if the proposed deal went through the Hamilton factory would be
enlarged. It is expected that the trust will take in all the big

factories, giving the proprietors a share of pre
amalgamated businesses.
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The above cut shows the Mill secured for manufacturing machines
and yarn for the Syndicate.
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devote ali or part og their time knitting, but at all times they are expected to work for the Interests of

the Syndicate.

WHO CAN JOIN.

WHAT YOU MUST
DO TO JOIN.

semi-ann

Money Order for $20.00 to the Syndicate’

All persons willing to accept and honestly knit

to return made goods promptly to the Syndicate.

Each person desiring to become a aharefholg‘ersof stock, participating in the
or the
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ame to s an erence, and enclose

> 1 s Secretary, Stuart S. Arnoldl, 26 Wellington Street, Toronto,.

ual dividends, and to do knittin

Ontario, to whom all money orders are to be made payable.
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the yarn entrusted to them, and

ndicate, receiving pay as fast

RM, sign_thelr
PLICA'lg)?';q,.eF;gor Post Office:
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APPLICATION FORM FOR STOCK AND MACHINE.

STUART S. ARNOLDI, Trustee and Transfer Agent,
26 Wellington Stireet, TORONTO, ONT.

DEAR SIR:

1 enclose you herewith $20.00 in FULL PA YMENT for twenly shares of stock ( subject fo no other calls ), in The Peoples' Kniilting:

Syndicate, Limited, which I wish alloted to me, and in FULL PA ‘
and one of your machines, with samples, instructions and yarn, whick 1 wish sent me as soon as possi

Jor the Syndicate at once upon receipt of same. The said stock to entitle me to participate in the semi-annual dividend’s of the

YMENT of my share of the preliminary expenses of the Syndicate,

ble to enable me to begin work

Syndicate in addition to being paid cash on delivery for all the Knitting I do for the Syndicate.

Name your nearest Express Office,

Your Nape = . .. ... .
Post Office....

Mention ikis paper,

St. JoEN TELEGRAPH,

Name Reference, Mr. ................
Address: = ..o

A TERRIBLE LANDSLIDE
Hotel, Monastery and Villas Carried Into
the Sea.

Rome, Dec. 22.—A terrible disaster tooi
place this afternoon at Amalfi, the popu-
lar tourist resort on the Gulf of Salerno.
About 2 o’clock an enormous rock, upon
which stood the Cappuccini hotel, slid
bodily into the sea with a deafening Toar
and withont a moment’s warning, carry-
ing with it the hotel, the old Capuchin
Monastery, below the hotel Santa Caler-
ina, and several villas.

Many people were buried in the debris
which crushed four vessels to the bottom
of the sea, destroying their crews. The
mass of earth which slipped was about
50,000 cubic yards.

The population is in a state of terror,
fearing fresh calamities, The troops have

arrived upon the scene and begun rescue
work. o

It is believed that the loss of life is
heavy, including a number of ;\Ionks_un.d
the occupants of the hotel. As yet it is
impossible to ascertain the exact m;mber.

Amalfi is a town of 7,000 inhabitants,
situated at the entrance of a deep ravine,
surrounded by imposing mountains and
turesque rocks. The Capuchin monas-
tery was founded in 1212 by _Cardinal
Pietro Capuano for the Cistercians, but
came into possession of the Capuchins in

1583. The building, which stood in the |

hollow of the great rock that rose ab-
ruptly from the sea to.a height of 230
feet contained fine cloisters and a charm-
ing veranda and offered magnificent
points of view.

In the twelfth century the sea began
gradually to undermine the lower por-
tions of the town; and a terrible inunda-
tion in 1343 proved still more disastrous.

ILLUSTRIQUS PRECEDENT.

“That was a pleasing afterthought of
yours,” remarked the old preacher who-
had listened to a sermon by one of his
youngest brethern, “when you drew upon
the analogies of nature to prove the im-
mortality of the soul.”

“An afterthought?’ said the younger
clergyman, in some perplexity.

“Yes. You thought of it about 2,4‘00
years after Socraties.”—[Chicago Trib-

une.
— e —————————

“I've got a good motto for my new
paper.” i aiS it

“What is it?”

“What_ we have we hold.” .

“Q! 1 see; referring to the circulation.
That's good. But, by the way, I didn’t
know you were a publisher.” L

“T'm not. This is a patent fly paper.
—[Philadelphia Press. s




