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CLOSURE—THE ONLY SOLUTION,

Nothing could have been more ad-
mirable and moderate than the state-
ment of Mr. Borden in the House of
Commons yesterday afternoon on the
re-introduction of the Naval Bill. The
Premier suggested that the Naval Bill
had occupied a large part of the time
of the House since December 5th,
1912. Thirteen days have been spent
in committee, and the measure at pres-
ent has occupied a lomger period
than had, in the experience of the
Premier, ever been devoted to any
measure introduced by the Govern-
ment. In view of those circymstances,
bhe asked that a time limit should be
fixed when the Bill could be allbwed
%o pass out of committee and receive
its Third Reading.

There is much to ponder over in
the action of Mr. Borden ‘in holding
out an opportunity to the Opposition
to cease obstructive .tactics. It was
the action of a statesman and a leader
conscious of the dignity of Parliament,
It should have a tendency to still the
voices of the shrieking Opposition or-
gans, whose chief argument has con-
sisted of an: attack upon the Govern-
ment for being tyrannical and for
endeavoring to stifie free speech.

Hon. William Pugsley will now have
no reasonable excuse to offer for
transforming the country's debating
chamber into a “Bear Garden.” He
and his colleagues have been given
every chance to debate the Bill within
reasonable limits. The Opposition has
refused to meet Premier Borden even
half way. The result will be visited
upon the heads of the recalcitrant
Leader of the Opposition and those
‘who have supported him.

There is only one solution to the
question now. The Government must,
and will, act promptly. A method must
| be introduced by which the debate will
| be terminated within a “reasonable
period.” The Government have a man-
date from the people to deal with all
questions of administration which In
their wisdom may be brought forward
during their tenure of office. The
Naval proposals were only consum-
mated after careful consideration. The
proposals, it is important to remem-
; ber. were not altogether brought for-
{ ward by the Borden Government, They

were the result of information re-
| ceived from the British Admiralty.

That information was the best that

could be secured. It was reliable and

not the result of guesswork,

Sir Wilfrid Laurier has again ex-
pressed his intention of opposing to
the limit and by every means in his
power, the passing of the Borden naval
proposals. He has laughed to scorn
{ the Admiralty’s advice and trampled
. under foot the autocratic sentiments of
Canadians, who wish to do something
l promptly and effectively.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier has.said by his
attitude of yesterday, that Canada

ust lag behind Australia, New Zea-
land and the Malay States while he

! and his disappointed followers deluge

Hansard with floods of verbiage on the
" rights of Canadians which never meant

anything to him, except when he wish-

ed to use them as 2 rparty ery.

Mr. Borden said vesterday, by his
attitude, that he was quite willing
that the rights of Canadians should
be regarded in the matter of free
speech. But he held that Britain's pow-
er of averting danger was dependent
upon her navy. That navy must be
strengthened for her to retain her pos.

- ition as Mistress of the Seas. Was
"7 Lanada to help her to maintain that
4 Proud position? Then, if so, cease talk
and act, was the command of the
Premier.

It is a ridiculous position in which
the Opposition now finds itself. It
stands before the country as an ob-
stinate, badly led party. It is divided
}aﬂlut itself. Mr. Pugsley and Mr,
Graham watch each other enviously,
each trying to =teal a march on the
other. Their programme is based upon
® sentimental appeal for Laurier in
Quebec and a Canadian navy policy for
the rest of Canada. Laurier dare not
‘peak navy in Quebec.

Where will the Laurier announce
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It will lead to & closure; to
ing of the Borden naval propos.
the triumph of the good legis-

among the coal miners of Alberta
for eight months This satisfactory
conclusion led him to decide that the
only way to keep in touch with West-
ern labor conditions was to have a
man stationed at the coast. A perma-
nent official® was them located at
Vancouver.

The wisdom of this course was dem-
onstrated a few months ago among
the miners at twenty metal mines in
the Kootenay district. From five came
applications for as many Boards of
Conciliation, each naming a separate
member. The officer appointed by
the Minister was despatched to the
district and succeeded in inducing
the miners and operators to agree
upon one Board to act for the twenty
mines. The members of the Board
chosen by the operators and the min-
ers respectively agreed upon a chair-
man, and a unanimous award was
made. By providing that one Board
should investigate the whole matter
probably $5,000 at least was saved
in expenses.

‘Within the last fortnight an appli-
cation was received from the British
Columbia Telephone Co. for a Board
of Conciliation to investigate a dis-
pute with their electrical workers
who had gone on strike. The Depart-
ment’s officer was instructed to take
up the matter, with the result that the
dispute was promptly adjusted, and the
men returned to work. A few days
ago a similar application was receiv-
ed from certain employes of Van-
couver, including those engaged in the
water system, and negotiations are
already in progress for the adjust
ment of the dispute. Mr, Crothers’
forethought in appointing an officer
of the Labor Department at Van.
couver has obviously borne fruit.

It will be recalled that shortly
after Mr. Crothers became Minister
of Labor the longshoremen at Mont-
real went on strike. At his instance
the point at issue was settled within
forty-eight hours. He made a per
sonal inspection of conditions in Mont.
real, succeeded in introducing desir-
ed reforms, and no serious trouble has
since been experienced. It was also
due to the energetic action of the
Minister that the Grand Trunk Rail-
way conductors, who had been out of
work for eighteen months, were re-
instated and received the arrears in
their pay to which they claimed to
be entitled. The case of the Grand
Trunk Pacific Company's machinists
and boilermakers west of Winnipeg,
may also be cited. They were on
strike when Mr. Crothers took charge
of the Labor Department, but, through
his influence, an agreement waé reach-
ed and the men returned to work.

The Maritime Provinces are fortu-
nately but little subject to labor dis-
putes. The coal mines in Nova Sco-
tia in the past have proved the only
notable exception. A etriking trib-
ute to the confidence reposed in the
Borden Government and in Mr,
Crothers is contained in the follow-
ing extract from the letter of a lead-
ing labor man in Nova Scotia. He
writes: —“The working conditions of
the miners of Nova Scotia are good,
and are not excelled in the mines of
any other part of this Continent, or in
the mines of Great Britain. By work.
ing conditions, I mean the attitude of
the coal companies to their employes
in the way of fair treatment and
sympathetic interest, good housing,
and the underground conditions in the
mine looking to the health and safe'y
of the miner, and the wages earned
by contract miners and a number of
other classes. ‘The average wage
earned by the contract miner of Nova
Scotia is just as high as in most of
the American cosl mines, while the
cost of living and house rents are

easier.”
B .

WHY FABRICATE?

Mr, Pugsley’'s organ, the Times,
states editorially that Mr. Borden's
proposals in the Naval Aid Bill “would
send $35,000,000 out of Canada to be
followed by other millions from year
to year."” .

That statement is an unvarnished
falsehood, and the Times knows it.
When introducing the Bill on Decem.
ber Gth last Mr. Borden said: “In pre-
senting our proposals, it will be borne
in mind that we sre not undertaking
or beginning a system of regular or
periodical contributions.”
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DIARY OF EVENTS|

DRURY LANE THEATRE.

Famous Old Playhouse Celebrates
250th Anniversary T osts of
Eminent Actors, Actresses and
Singers Have Had Their Day of
Glory on its Stage.

London's oldest theatre, which 1is
also the most venerable playhouse in
the English-speaking world, the
Drury-Lane, will celebrate the 250th
anniversary of its opening today. It
was on the eighth day of April, in
1663, that the Drury-Lane first opened
its doors, and it was on that date
that the world's first play-bill, or the-
atre programme, was issued. It read:
“By his Majestie his companie of
comedians at the new theatre in
Drury-Lane will be acted a comedy
called ‘The Humovrous Lievtenant.’ "
After detailing the characters, it con-
cludes: “The play will begin at three
o'clock exactly.”

Drury-Lane’s only predecessor in
London was the Globe, near Bankside,
of which Shakespeare was for a time
part proprietor, and where some of
his plays were first produced. It was
destroyed by fire three centuries ago
this year,

Drury-Lane Theatre was originally
a cockpit, but was converted into a
playhouse by permission of James I.
The royal patent was granted to
Thomas Killigrew in April, 1662, and
the remodeled cockpit welcomed its
first audience on the eighth of April
of the following year. The actors
were called “the king's servants,” and
ten of them, called “gentlemen of the
great chamber,” had an annual al
lowance from the monarch of ten
vards of scarlet cloth, with lace.

In 1666 Nell Gwynn performed at
Drury-Lane theatre, and added to its
popularity. Eleven years after the op-
ening of the playhouse a conflagra-
tion swept over that section of Lon-
don and the theatre, with sixty other
buildings was destroyed. It was im-
mediately rebuilt by Sir C. Wren, and
during the next half century was the
scene of the triumphs of Cibber,
Wilkes, Booth and other stars,

Garrick made his debut there in
1742, and in 1766 was a prime mover
in the formation of the famous Drury-
Lane Theatrical Fund. From the
Drury-Lane stage Garrick bade fare-
well to hig last audience in 1776, and
Sheridan undertook the management.

In 1782 came the debut of Mrs. Sid-
don as a star, and in the following
vear Mr, Kemble first playved Hamlet,
In 1794 the Drury Lane was rebullt
on a much larger scale, and shortly
afterward Charles Kemble made his
first appearance as Malcolm in “Mac-
beth.” In 1809 the theatre was again
burned, but was rebuilt by Wyatt, and
re-opened with a prologue by Lord
Byron,

dmund Kean's appearance as Shy-
lock made 1814 a notable year. In 1823
real water was introduced in the
“Cataract of the Ganees” and an im-
pulse was given to the movement to-
ward realism in stage settings, which
has since progrersed so far. Ellen
Tree, Charles Kean, Mrs. Nisbet, Alex-
ander Lee, Mr. Forrest and Mr. Mac-
ready were names that distinguished
the old playvhouse during the following
20 years. A tragic spectacle was of-
fered in 1844 when Mise Clara Webster
was burned to death on the Drury
Lane stage,

German operas were first heard in
London at the Drury Lane in 1841,
and English opera was introduced in
1858, while a season of Italian opera
was given the following year. Salvini
played Hamlet and Othello on the
Drury Lane boards in 1875, and since
then a hott of eminent actors, act-
resses and singers have had their
day of glory at the old plavhouse.

The first playhouse of continental
America, in which English dramas
were produced, was opened at Phil-
adelphia in 1749. The actors were ar-
rested and bound over to “keep the
peace.” In the same year, Boston Purit-
ans suppressed an attempt to establish
a playlouse,

In 1750 New York's pieneer theatre
was opened, and plays in which Cib-
ber and other Drury Lane actors had
won success were produced. Moody,
the first English actor to visit Amer-
ica, later was engaged by David Gar-
rick for the Drury Lane. Most of the
Drury Lane stars of the first half of
tl:el 19th century visited this contin-
en

FIRST THINGS

TYPE-SETTING MACHINES.
The first practical type-setting ma-
chine, the linolype, was patented in
its essential principles twenty-three
years ago today, April 8, 1800. Since
then other machines of thig character,
notably the monotype and the inter-
type, have been placed on the market,
and have proven highly satisfactory,
but to the Mergenthaler linotype be-
longs a large part of the credit for
revolutionizing the printing and news.

paper industries.
The first attempt at a typesetting
hine wi t d in England in

as P

1794. Church, a Connecticut inventor,
invented the keyboard principle in
1822. A score of machines were pa-
tented on both sides of the Atlantic
between 1840 and 1860, and the Alden,
an English machine, was used to some
extent on book work,

All of these appliances failed in one
espential particular—they did not pro-
vide for the automatic justification of
the lines. Otto Mergenthaler, of Balti-
more, solved this difficulty, as did
Lanston, the inventor of the mono-
type, but the M thaler machine
was first in the and is now used
n offices all
‘world, by many job printers.
The total number of typesetting
machines of all kindg now in use is
probably more than fifty thousand.
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Arguing It Out.

“The horse is superior to the auto-
mobile at every point.”
“Nonsense. You can't name a
oint,””
“Well, for one thing, you can eat
horse meat.Thousands do.”
“I've tried it. I'd just as soon have
a piece of rubber tire with gasoline
sauce."—Cincinnati Enquirer.

He Owned It.
The street orator interrupted his
harangue to address the portly man
smoking a fat, black cigar,
“My friend,” he gueried, “how much
do you spend per day on smoking?"
“Oh," replied the individual accosi-
ed, “about fifty cents to a dollar”

“Don't you know that it is wrong
to waste all that money?"
“Oh, 1 don’t knaw that it is.”

“If you had saved it all tb
past you might own that big
block over there.”
The portly man turned
with a question:

“Do you smoke?"”

“Certainly not,” answered the fer-
vent speaker, indignantly.

“Do you drink?’ |

“I should say not!'

“Do you own that business block
over there?” g

“No.”

years
yusiness

languidly

"‘\\ rejoined : the portly man,
calmly, resuming his ,’;l, black cigar,

Their Loves,

A fireman—a flame,

A milliner—a beau.

A candy etore keeper—my sweet.
A fruit dealer—my peach.

A bird fancier—turtle dove.

A dyer—pink of perfection.

A sportsman—deer.

A florist—daisy.

An investor—mine.

A Diamond Cutter,

Mrs. Hennessey, who was a late ar-
rival in the neighberhood, was enter-
taining a neighbor one afternoon,
when the latter enquired:

“An’', what doesg your old man do,
Mrs. Hennessey?"

“Sure, he's a diamond cutter.”

“You don't mane it!"

“Yis; he cuts th’ grass off th' base-
ball grounds,”

Post For Everyone.

Most blind and deaf people are not
nearly so sensitive about their afilic-
tions as we think they are. The Deaf
Times, for instance, tells this story:

The railway chairman was explain-
ing his reorganization of the staff, and
came to Sprigge.

The chief shareholder gasped.
“Spriggs! What on earth can he do?
Why, he is so-deaf that he can't hear
thunder! What post have you given
him?"

“1 do.

[ )
Ihe Best Quali'y al a Reasonable Pnc;‘

1 think you will agree,” returned
{the chairman, stifly, “that the diree.
{tors understand their business thor-
{oughly. Mr. Spriggs will attend each
{day and hear all complaints from pas-

Do Not
Procras'inate

f you need glasses and
postpone getting them it
usually means heavier and
uglier glasses in the end.

if you are suffering
from eye-strain, you will
only increase the trouble
by putting off havind your
eyes attended to.

It is the part.of wisdom
to have your eyes thor-
oughly examined at the
first symptoms of trouble.

Have them examined
early in the morning, while
the eyes are rested from

the night's sieep. Then
you get the best results.
We tell you just what

your eyes need when we
have examined them for
you. Do not delay but
know NOW what is wrong
with your eyes.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

 JEWELERS AND. OPTICIANS,
L 21 King Street, St. John, N. B. J

We are Profiting

greatly by the great business develop-

m;nc o!r.B.:..d John. hll

New Sidents are patronizing us,

New enterprises are calling (:: our

graduates and paying much larger
cuatomary.
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THE KING OF THE

- Ladies’
Patent
Button
Boots

with Black Cravenette Tops and
Grey Corded 8ilk Tops.

We are showing rome of the
smartest and most comfortable fit-
ting shapes in these popular shoes,

PRICES:

$3.00, $4.00, $4.50, $5.00

francs & Vaughan

| 19 KING ST |

wh

label invites your

confidence. , i

It says “you must be
satisfied, or your dealer
returns your money.”

' That's because thisflour .
yields the best quality
and the utmost quantity

o RMGML
-~ FOUR

HEADQUARTERS FOR

Watches,
Diamonds,
Cut Glass,

Clocks,
Jewelry,
Silverware, etc.

Qur Depleted Stocks Are Being Rapidly Replenished

FERGUSON & PAGE,

Diamond Importers and Jewelers. King Streeg

Home

s Electric

These modern appliances simplify cooking,
save time and work — and prepare better
foods. They are necessary in every house-
hold where comfort and convenience receive
consideration, ga e

We carry a full line including Chafing Dishes, Coffee
Percolators, Tea Ball Tea Pots, Toasters, Stoves, etc.; at
right prices.

Every article is the best of its kind and guaranteed to
do the work for which it is intended.

T. MAVITY & SONS, Ltd., 13 KING STREET

LOOSE LEAF SUPPLIES,

LEDGERS AND SHEETS
All Sizes and Patterns at

BARNES & CO., LTD.
84 Prince William Street

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED

OUR BALATA BELTING
BEST ON THE MARKET ;
MADE ENDLESS TO ORDER IN TWO DAYS
:  Complete Stock of all Sizes.
64 Prince William St .Mjlﬁml. St Johe, L B

UNION FOUNDRY and|}. Fred. Williamson.
MACHINE WORKS,Ltd|  y\cumasr axp siomass, |

GEO. . WARING, Masages.

: mhmmwn.c@hﬁuu.p.
"e West 18| Phanss: M. 230. Residence M. 113615
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