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w , —begun to relent, some of them taking the ground that 
the astronomer Is sufficiently punished by having to 
keep up this house. They are, perhaps, disposed to Over­
look his error on the ground that his duties compel 
him to observe stellar distances so that he has lost his 

The end will probably
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Brick, Lime, 

Tile,and^

domestic sense of proportion, 
be that Mr. King’s house will be decorated with extras, 
supplied with labor saving conveniences, until it costs 
$25,000, and that he will pay no rent at all, while his 
salary will be adjusted to his environment.

Meanwhile it Is a matter of note that Mr. Turriff, a 
ministerial member from the West, reflects on the 
extravagance of the public works architects, and 
their apparent incapacity to build a modest priced house 
for a modest purpose.
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Mr. Turriff, strong Liberal, and a part of the former 
Sifton machine, has risen in the House to protest 
against some extravagance in the public works depart- 

The first impulse of the Conservative member 1»
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to say that the conditions must be intolerable since a 
strong Liberal cannot keep silent, 
such independent criticism is a mistake, 
discourage frank speech, 
freedom in Parliament, and there will never be any
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more if the moment a member differs from the view 
of his leaders, or criticises their action, his statement is 
used to discredit his own party allegiance, or the char­
acter of his leaders and associates, 
siou of opinion might be taken at Its face and no far

to his camp resolved to praise all that his leaders "and 
party do, bad or good, rathdr than be caught making 
campaign capital for his opponents, 
a loyal supporter of his party, and may consider it the 
only party fit to govern the -country and yet desire to 
correct some of Its faults, 
couraged by the other party, and by their own, the 
former not claiming them as unwilling converts, the 
latter not regarding (hem as disloyal.
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HORSE IMPORTATIONS. Such men should be en- gifts to either ludies 
or gentlemen and will prove satis­
factory to both giver and receiver. 
All guaranteed by

The Telegraph was not satisfied when the Govern­
ment bought pure bred horses in Kentucky and sold 
them to the people of New Brunswick at auction prices. 
Again it finds fault because the Clydesdale horses to be 
sold next week were bought in Scotland by private parties 
and are sold here by special arrangement with the pro­
vincial department of agriculture which gives substantial

Prl Now la the time te 
the Holiday Stock ar 
your eelectlone while 
eortmente are complete 
le nothing more ceaso 
useful, than footwear.

<6W. TREMAINE GARD, BARNES & CO., Limited, Stationers,
84 Prince William Street.
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Goldsmith & Jewder, 72 Chsriotte St.MR. WATSON’S CONFESSION.

Limited

If William Watson, poet and censor of morals and man­
ners. has now told the whole story of his "Woman with 
the Serpent’s Tongue,” he has done about all that was 
possible to avoid the respect of fair and chivalrous 
people.
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Waterproof Boots.

ouragement to purchasers who shall keep the horses
in this u..evince. The Telegraph is so indiscreet as to 
recall ih« time when its own friends made some im

This recklessness account of two extremely unreserved, unwise,
on st rat I ve and undignified women, and one man whose 

tiut sense of personal honor and of the ordinary obligations
If this

On and after SUNDAY, Oct 8, 1609, 
trains will run dally, Sunday excepted, 
as follows:— jr

Lv 8t. John Edit Ferry740 
Lv. West 8t. Làhn 7.45
Arr. St. SteJLgg^T..12,30 p. m. 
Lv. 8t. Stephen .. .. .. 1.45 p. m. 
Lv. St. Stephen .. .. .. 1.46 p. m.
Arr. West St. John...............6.30 p. m.

H. H. McLEAN, President 
Atlantic Standard Time.

I
His story of himself and the Asquiths Is an

demportât ion of horses, cattle and sheep, 
might suggest some entertaining but ghastly remiuls- 

ut infected cattle and their unhappy fate.
The Gleaner recalls a horse

a. m.
a. m. *44

cenees
of social decency, is singularly defective, 
statement, said to have been signed by Mr. Watson, is

these may be passed by. 
importation of the late Government which paid $13.171 
for horses, ami no less than $5.408 in expenses, selling 

Almost the last enterprise of

How anygeipiine. he is a study for a psychologist, 
man who has been moving among his fellows, male and 
• -male, could make confession of these Interviews with the

the stock for $12.780. 
thli sort which the late Government undertook was a 
sheep purchase wherein $2.990 was paid for 95 sheep, 
which Were sold for $ 1,009 or a little more than half the

Asquith women, and go on to describe and defend his 
treatment of them, is one of the mysteries only to be 
explained on thb charitable theory that poets are more 
or less insane, 
the British public has discernment in solving the prob­
lem of tbe poem, and this is where the lady suffers. 
For while there may be just enough in the description

showed he had gone into the report­
ing business himself, for below the 
•‘statement’’ was what purported to be 
a faithful record of what happened 
(in the poet’s own words) on a day 
in June, that rare occasion which 
some other poet has apostrophized, 
when in response to an invitation 
from Miss Asquith, Mr. Watson show­
ed up the residence of the Premier 
in Downing Street. Mr. Watson re­
cords a fact that shocks all the Eng­
lish proprieties. Mrs. Asquith was ap­
parently not there. There was no 
chaperon. The daughter of the house 
took the poet "downstairs to a sort of 

library of her own. looking on 
the garden,” and gave him—what do 
you suppose? Tea, ladles and gen­
tlemen—tea and conversation mixed— 
about an hour of the latter. No men­
tion is made in the report of even an 
offer of Scotch—and, or even the ple­
beian arf-and-arf. Tea and conversa­
tion—that is all.

A man crossed the garden, and Miss 
Asquith identified him as Mr. Nash, 
one of her father’s secretaries. "That 
is the man who used to write C. B.’s 
speeches for hlm.” (C.B. was the fam­
iliar designation of the late Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman, who preceded 
Mr. Asquith as Prime Minister).

“Ye*.” said Miss Asquith In re­
sponse to a look of surprise that chas­
ed across the poet's features, "and you 
know be appeared to think that my 
father became Prime Minister the 
same sort of services would be expect­
ed of him.” (A few asterisks here, 
simply to denote matter omitted for 
lack of space.) "Shortly after my fa­
ther became Prime Minister he was 
going down to Scotland and Nash was 
seeing him off at the station and just 
as the train was about to leave the 
plaliorm Mr. Nash bowed in a very 
respectful manner and handed over to 
my father a little scroll of paper 
neatly tied up and said In rather a sub­
dued manner, 'Perhaps this will he of 
some use to you.’ ”

Well, to make a long story shorter, 
the Premier was quite annoyed when 
some time later he opened the scroll 
and found that Nash had written a 
speech for him.

Just here Mr. Watson has. let some 
links in the conversation escape him. 
But soon Miss Asquith came in with 
"Do you know, I have often wondered 
whether some of these phrases of C. 
B.’s that caught on so much, such as 

To think that such as she can mar 'methods of barbarism* and that sort 
Names that among the noblest are! of nonsense, really came from C. B. 
That hands like hers can touch the or Nash." Mr. Watson here makes a 

springs comment on her remark, and then he
That move who knows what men and records a statement he made. "You 

things? know," he said to her. “I rather ex-
That on her will their fates have peeled that your father would make 

hung!— the Bishop of Hereford Archbishop of
The Woman with the Serpent’s York." She said: "Yes, and I sup 

Tongue. pose the Bishop of Hereford thought
Now when Mr. Watson arrived In so too; but don’t you think that those 

the United States and the reporters things, Archbishoprics and so forth, 
of the New York papers met him are not got by trying to bring pres- 
down tbe bay he made what seemed sure to bear? They are not got by job- 

vigorous denial that the bery, you know.”
Mr. Watson, the reporter, next 

mentions a story about Alfred Austin, 
cleverly put together by Miss Asquith, 
but containing “one quite demstrable 
lie."

THE POET AND Evening Classesmoney.
Mr. Watson has. however, shown that Open Every EverTin- people ot New Brunswick who buy these Clydes­

dales will yet them at auction price, as they did the 
Kentucky horses and the others mentioned above, 
easily understands that a worshipper of the late Govern-
mint, and ut Mr. Farris as Its agricultural leader, mlght^o Identify the character, the people who do not know

will apply the whole ghastly portrait in the fullest

/;
One Reopen for wintpr term,

ir tmt.
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TeMSson application.

Francis & 
Vaugh

\ AFrldt
be discontented if provincial money is not thrown violent­
ly away cr distributed In graft, according to usual cus­
tom in most transactions in these old days, 
farmers will be satisfied to get the best bargains that 
are going, or that would be possible under the old condi­
tions, and will be glad to know that this can be accom­
plished without provincial loss or party plunder.

sense, thus doing a grave injustice.
WiBut the

19 KING STRBE1
SUSPICIOUS "BUCCANEERS.’’ Well, "the woman with the ser- 

i—no, tongue," has been 
William Watson says so, 

and as William made her. that is to 
say, he wrote the poem, he ought to 
know. In a signed statement, pub­
lished recently in one of the New York 
newspapers. Poet Watson said the 
lady was composite photograph of 
Mrs. Asquith, wife of the Premier of 
the British Empire, and Miss Violet 
Asquith, her stepdaughter, the physi­
cal attributes being those of Mrs. As­
quith. and the mental those of her 
daughter. It is up to the public now 
to determine whether a tongue Is 
physical or mental.

the poem. "The Woman 
the Serpent's Tongue," which, copy­
righted by the John Lane Company, is 
reprinted by permission of the author, 
who holds the copyright:
She is not old, she

The Woman with the Serpent's 
Tongue,

The haggard cheek, the hungering 
eye.

The poisoned words that wildly fly. 
The famished face, the fevered hand— 
Who slights the worthiest in the land. 
Sneers at the just, contemns the brave, 

blackens

pent's tooth 
identified.The two organs of the "buccaneers" (using the 

language of the Sum keep up a hot pursuit of motives. 
Because this journal declined to express an opinion on 
(lie question of telephone rates until the Board of Trade 
inquiry had been concluded, the Telegraph charged that 
telephone shareholders were also shareholders in The 
Siandard Company. When it is suggested by The 
Standard that the taxpayers of St. John should have 
the first and most to say on the question of the Navy- 
Island bridge, the Times finds the influence of a canti­
lever bridge concealed in the proposition. When the 
Sun calls attention to some obvious shortcomings of the 
Intercolonial Railway, the Telegraph discovers a Pear­
son syndicate which wants to get the road fr nothing. 
On would suppose that there is only one judicial expon­
ent of public opinion in St. John, and that is the 
Journal owned by the chief dredging contractor, the 
$35,933 middleman, and the Minister of Public Works.
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Officers Elected. 
Fredericton, Dec. 6.—D 

the A. O. H. in this cit 
Mary’s elected officers yest- 
officers of Fredericton .tjlvle 
President, James P. Farr 

* < president, James A. McGinn 
l()g secretary. John Toner 
secretary, William Grannei 
er, Edward G, Barry. The 
St. Mary’s division are: 
John Duffy; vice-president, 
Barry; recording secretar 
Doone; treasurer. James P.
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Toronto, Dec. Wllhan 

worker among Macedonian 
city, and spiritual advisor 

f Stefoff, under sentence to 
1 on Dec. 23, for the murde 

SitnoiT, a fellow Macedonit 
city, says he has located tht 
Northern section foreman 
Irving, who is prepared to i 
tbe condemned man applied 
at the Rosedaie section of ' 
the murder, about the time 
w;as committed. Amos firm! 
in the ’ innocence of the < 
man and will make every el 
cure a new trial for him.

Regrets Charges.
Brantford. Ont.. Dec. 6.— 

pital board meeting held on 
^ Aid. Ward, who recently s
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The letter of Secretary Knox to the diplomatic rep­
resentative of Nicaragua is not couched in the usual 
language of one sovereign state addressing another. It 
finds Zelaya's administration .such as to make revolt a 
virtue, and the condition such as to call for full belliger­
ent rights to the révoltera. With this letter made public 
and United States fleets on the coasts, the insurgent 
leader in the little republic may safely conclude that 
his hour of triumph is at hand. The reputation of the 
governments in the American republics immediately north 
and south of the equator is such as to favor the opinion 
that no great wrong is done by such interference. 
Changes of administration may be necessary in Nicara­
gua as elsewhere, and the only way to effect such a 
change is to drive out the president by force.

L* ’* the only way that ministries respond to the pressure 
of public opinion. True this involves either the death 
of the leaders of the losing party or their escape from 
the country, but the penalty appears to be the same 
if an attempt is made to vote the government out of 
power. Even In the orderly state of Mexico, it was 
considered to be so unhealthy for Reyes to be a candidate 
for the vice presidency against the Diaz candidate that 
he retired from the contest that his days might be long 
in the land.

The attitude of the United States in Nicaragua 
seems to involve a Central American guardianship, which 
suggests a possible new acquisition of territory in the

E barrow part of the continent.
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NEW BRUNSWICK AT THE WINTER FAIR.This is

Just a little _ 
Over title y' 
Pricewfa^dstage 
Stamgr^

The Amherst Winter Fair is an important event. It 
grows larger and more representative year by year, and 
serves a serious educative purpose. The Standard 
report shows that the session which opened yesterday 
has the significance of a national demonstration.

Thé report shows also that in this friendly coin 
petition New Brunswick farmers and fruit growers take 
a creditable position. There has never been a question 
that New Brunswick could hold her own in stock, dairy 
products and poultry. But once more it has been dem­
onstrated that New Brunswick can grow fruit equal 
to that of Ontario or Nova Scotia. The exhibit pre­
pared by- Mr. S. L. Peters includes apples from nearly 
every county in the province, and good fruit is grown in 
the counties not represented. There is no doubt that 
the province is coming to its own.
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SCOTCH SO ALgoodness in its grave.And

In truthful numbers be she sung.
The Woman with the Serpent's 

Tongue:
Concerning whom, Fame hints at 

things
Told but in shrugs and whisperings; 
Ambitious from her natal hour,
And scheming all her life for power; 
With little left of seemly pride;
With venomed fangs she cannot hide; 
Who half makes love to you today, 
Tomorrow gives her guest away.
Burnt up within by that strange soul 
She cannot slake, or yet control ; 
Malignant lipp'd, unkind, unsweet; 

ole Indiscreet;
trung

the Serpent's

To errl 
the Celeb 
Coal. La 
good soft
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AN ASTRONOMER S PREDICAMENT. ways overs 
with

youeffrdMftftFfy and 
site.
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SL John, N. B.

Mr. W. F. King, chief astronomer in the public ser­
vice of Canada, has become involved in a trouble, 
observatory where he works is on the grounds of the 
experimental farm, on the outskirts of Ottawa city.
King has heretofore rented a modest and comfortable 
cottage in town, but as he has occasion to observe the 
heavens by night more than by day, he thought he 
should live near his watebtower. 
of Public Works set about to build him a house.

Now It has long since become impossible for the 
departmental architects to design anything that is not

buildings has worked out Its natural consequences, and 
the spirits of economy and even of prudence have long 
Since concealed themselves in shame from the presence 
of the Public Works Department staff, 
cottage on the Government farm is now under contract. 
The ground cost nothing, but at the present stage Mr. 
Pugsley figures up the prospective cost at $17.000. This 
means probably something over $20.000. which seems 
to be a rather expensive rural cottage for a $3,000

think twice before furnishing and moving into such a 
residence.

2000 SIZES. 
Set the

NOT QUITE UNANIMOUS.
The Place

Among the cabled announcements received by tbe 
press for yesterday's issue was the statement that "the 

whole religious body of the country, Anglican, Non- 
"conformlst and Catholic, appear to be against the 
lords' pretensions." As the Pagan and infidel bodies 

In Great Britain must be small, this would imply a 
rather one-sided contest, 
indicate that tin 
Ijsnsdowne amendment have either changed their minds 
or left the church.

More recent despatches show that the struggle will 
A number of public men who are still at

Mr.
4
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meetlng.

So the Department
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The statement seems also to 
Anglican bishops who voted for tbe

The habit of planning and over-seeing public
to some a 
woman In the case was Mrs. Asquith. 
He did not say so In so many words, 
but he pooh-poohed the idea, and when 
an Englishman 
"Pooh-pooh!" th

continue.
least nominally connected with some religious bodies are 
making speeches, writing articles and performing other 
functions on behalf of the Conservative party, with great

4Mr. King’s of education says 
e Innocent American 

reporter may be easily misled.
Consequently when in one morning 

paper appeared a signed statement 
with Mr. Watson’s name at tbe tall of 
it declaring that the 
poem was not only Mrs. Asquith, but 
her daughter as well, those simple re 
porters felt that they bud been com­
pletely taken In. This Is the story, 
otherwise the '‘statement," In the 
poet’s own words:

“The Woman with the Serpent's 
Tongue" Is a composite photograph of 
Mrs. Asquith and her stepdaughter 
Violet. Tbe poem Is a portrait of the 
physical characteristics of Mrs. As­
quith and the mentality of Violet As­
quith. The latter I» the voice of the 
family and rules them all. Violet la 
the real official voice speaking with 
authority. She It la

Each-of these three asterisks 
represents a paragraph In which the 
worthlessness of the poet laureate- 
ship was discussed and agreed 
by a viva voce vote. *

After some time Mrs. Asquith ap­
peared and conducted her daughter 
and the poet up to the drawing 
Mrs. Asquith, "who seemed to be In a 
highly tremulous state, ' 
visitor, with Intervals of

apparent seriousness.
Arrested For Desartli 

Noah Tuik, a native of J 
land, was a nested y eaten 
noon by Deputy Chief Jenkli 
teettve Klllen in 
telegram received 
Police of Halifax, who claim! 
a warrant for Tuik’s arret 

i charge of neglecting to pr 
A his wife and children. Tulk li 
A of age.

An Interesting ceremony 
formed In Douglas Avenue 
church on Sunday evening, w 
Charles E. Armstrong was 

the ministry, 
clergymen were Rev. J. C. 
and Rev. E. C. Ford. Mr. A 
1h well known here, and hs 
resident of this city for some 
of late he has been suppl) 
church In Dlgby county, N. 
colved his theological edu< 
Lexington College. I£y. He su 
■ while In Coburg street cb 
a large number of the con 
of that church were presen 

bla ordination.

Mr. Balfour is plausible when he argues that the 
Lords have not done the people any great wrong by 
simply asking the people’s advice. He suggested that 
tbe next Hyde Park demonstration banner might read: 
"The Lords have insulted you by asking your opinion. 
"Take care to give such a vote that your opinion will 
“never be asked again." Tbe ministers make answer 
that this desire of the Lords to know the opinion of the 
people only seems to exist when a Liberal Government 
la in power.

woman In the
A private person enjoying this salary would vqnseque 

from the

Mr. Pugsley, when questioned last year, said that
This

He also heard from other

"talked to the 
listening, un­

til Mr. Watson pulled out hie watch 
and found to hie surprise that it was 
a quarter to 7. Then be took his de­
parture.

Strolling along tbe Inspiring ways 
that lead from Downing street to the 
Devonshire Club the poet Improvised 
a quatrain wboae title la almost as 
long as the verse: "To tbe Memory 
of tbe Late Sir Henry Campbell-Ban­
nerman." It runs:
This was an honest man, who spoke 

the truth,
Tbe hated truth, whether men heard 

> or no.
He stood for Honor, Justice, Courage, 

Truth,
Ho la »

Mr. King would have this cottage free of rent, 
year the minister reflected.
technical officers who hire houses for themselves. Then 
he went to the House and announced that Mr. King would 
be asked to pay rent such as he would be charged In 
Ottawa City. But in Ottawa City a $20,000 house in 
order to pay six per cent, with taxes, insurance, and Delicious Mr. Aylesworth appears to be rather sen­
se on, could not be rented for $1,600 a year, which is skive about bis use of tbe Dominion police to Interfere 
half the astronomer’s salary. Mr. Pugsley mentioned with Bast and West Algoma elections last year. The 
$700, but later concluded that the rent would need to matter may have got on to bis nerves in consequence 
be still lower. For Mr. King has now to live up to his of the result of the election.

carried Bast Algoma by à majority of 67$. while the 
West riding went Conservative by 96. But ig 190$ the

Received Into the Min

*

The

"Who slights the worthiest In the land, 
Sneers at the just, condemns the 

brave.
And blackens goodness In Its grave."

William Watson.

But this was not all. Mr. Watson

FRANCE PLEASED WITH TREATY a considerable development of trade 
between the two countries will fol­
low thiM action by Canada.

It la trotitended, however, that Cam 
adian faille will never find a large 
market/ In France owing to local com

In 1904 the Government
surroundings, and hi» salary begins to look pitifully Paris, Dec, «.—The news of the rati­

fication by Canada of the Franco-Can- 
adian treaty of commerce was received 
ÜB '

The minister stated that Mr. King approved
plans, but that was when there was no rent visible.

up the matter have
Ceaservativea carried both ridings, the East by 41 and jqy by the British Chamber 

1$ la expected that«who W< they too go.by 309.
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SHORT ROUTE
BETWEEN

HALIFAX | MONT Ryr** VANCOUVER

t* r feirssss7
■ Montre-

Dally at 10.10 
*• m- Coaches 

f land Pa I aee
W B HOWARD, D.P-A., O. P. A HF. JOHN I JJJJJJJ™ V*"‘

Leaves Montreal 
Dally at 10.30 p. 
m. Coaches, Pal­
ace Sleepers and

MONTRE
to Vancouver.

Diamond
Rings

A Christmas Diamond may 
be selected from our stock by 
any one, whether they wish to 
spend a few dollars or many. 
We carry only fine white stones 
of the better grades. No poor 
color, badly flawed stqaes can 
be purchased at ourjdfore. The 
same stmAard of Joviality is 
maintained Mu cheaper as 
in tbe^ilghei^^iced goods— 
the dErern^^u sizes making 
the dR$gfl$wce In prices, 
and talk diamonds.

Special values at $26 and $50.

Call

L.L. Sharpe & Son,
21 King MiM John, N. BL

There’s No Stone LefbUnturned
IN OUR tffORTS TO MAKE A GREAT SH0W4TTMIS CNRISTMASTIDE

eln» of ^Descriptions. Silver-
an<* c*10'ce <les*8nSl

Calljyly and Make Your Selections

Ferguson & Page,
Diamond Importers and Jtwders, - 41 KING STREET

Artistic and Novel Jew 
ware for the table or toil

GIFT PIECES INNUME
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