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13“ABTMA’B” TALKS WITH OIBZB.

ICorrespondent* seeking information in this de- 
prtment tboqMaddraaa their queries to “Astra,”

Well, girls, I know, by the increasing 
proportions of mv weekly mail, that you 
are all coming bacc from the country alter 
your summer's outing, and beginning to 
settle down into the regular routine of 
home life. The next thing we shall all be 
thinking about is our autumn outfit, for I 
verily believe we are going to have an early 
autumn in spite of the late spring. There is 
a sharpness about die air in the morning and 
evening already that strikes a chill to my 
heat and sun loving heart. I daresay you 
may have noticed that the longer my list of 
letters grow the shorter grow my chats at 
the top of the column, and as the list is 
very long today I shall to stop gossiping at 
once and attend to the more senous part of 
my work.

did not consign halt of my correspondence 
to the waste basket. If all my letters were 
like yours, I should be tempted to think I 
had reached a better and brighter land be
fore my time. (И No, I think she should 
avoid red, as sue would a pestilence. 
Claret, in its deepest, richest shade, would 
be very becoming, also dark slate grey, 
nearly aU shades of blue, except the 
very bright intense varieties, and 
fawn color. (2) Not “wrong” at all 
but unladylike, and what is called "fast.” 
I have heard a man say that nothing would 
induce him to marry a girl who did such a 
thing. You have no idea how rigid and 
old fashioned men are in their ideas on 
such «objects, and I confess that it has 
rather too Bohemian an appearance even 
for me.. f8) I should tell ner frankly that 
I had tried faithfully to become interested 
in it, but failed, and that I thought it very 
tiresome. That will be the safest plan ; if 
you adopted the other I am afraid you 
would be found out, as you would be sure 
to be asked about certain parts of it and 
what you thought of them. Your writing 
is exceptionally good, clear, legible, and 
very pretty. I am sorry to differ with that 
relative of yours, but that is my opinion, 
and I really think I am a better judge than 
he is. I do not think I need say anything 
more about your letter, as I expressed my 
opinion of it before.

BEABONÀBLM RECEIPTS.

Just Opened
gbjjfss Frfnct ink£ f£SSf Мий:
nîviît1 en»s .■^onS°lQ; -Ajxkle Ties, Spring Heels. 
Sè-Î<lren,s bronze (Pans made) Ties.
Children s Bronze (Paris made) Ankle Ties, 

j en,s Dongola one strap Shoes, 
d5reri,s Dongola two strao Shoes.

Children s Hand-Sewn Oxford and Button Shoes

WATERBURY & RISING, 34 King asd 212 Onion Sis 
AMERICAN DYE WORKS COMPANY.

Lace Curtains Cleaned g Dyed by a French Process
Office South Side King Square. Works-Elm StreetNorthEnd, 8t. John, New Brunswick.

Specially Prepared from Practical Tecta for 
the Lady Readers of “Progress.”
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“Mushroom” writes : “When are mush

rooms m season ? How can they be dis
tinguished from toadstools?”

are in season during the latter part 
summer and in the fall. In September 
they abound in the fields in many parts of 
the country, but in large cities they are 
cultivated in cellars and hot houses, and 
can be bad all the year round. The supply, 
however, is seldom equal to the demand. 
The wild funguses are much more delicate 
and finely flavored than the cultivated ones. 
The first mushrooms of the season arrived 
here on Thursday of last week from Nova 
Scotia and were quickly disposed of at pri
vate sale. Since then an acquaintance of 
mine who has a farm in this province in
formed me that he has more than

of the

Comkau, St. John.—I must thank vou 
for finding that quotation for yourself* be- 

^Цге you posted your first letter ; because 
"you were so considerate. Do you know 
that the hunting up of qu 
most difficult, as well as the 
ing part of my work ? Many a time have 
I spent a whole morning chasing a quota
tion which eluded me like a will-o’-the-wisp 
through all my books of reference, only to 
be baffled in the end ; so I am always glad 
to be spared the toilsome quest which is so 
uncertain as to its results, (1) I never 
learned the art of reading character by the 
handwriting, so I cannot tell you anything 
about yours, except that 1 like it very 
much indeed, and think it both a neat and 
a pretty hand. (2) No, indeed, it I 
thought that, 1 am afraid I would trust 
very few people, for nothing is more com
mon than a prejudice against that useful 
gèMle and faithful little animal, which is so 
seldom well treated that I often wonder it 
does not go back to its wild state, and de
cline to associate with so cruel and unap
preciative a race as we are. Many good 
and trustworthy people detest cats, and
though they would not willingly hurt meaeures are necessary. Just ask
them they always prefer poor pussy’s room her . *n . the most casual manner
to her company. (3) My opinion is very possible if she will kindly let you have it 
much the same as 1 fancy your own would .У a certain date, and specify the date dis- 
be. 1 feel so ashamed for them, that I am tinctly, otherwise you will never see it 
absolutely sorry we belong to the same affa*n* Yes, go to a physician at once, the 
sex, and 1 often try to go back to my own sooner the better. There was nothing
“salad days” and wonder if I was ever so wrong with your letter at all, I did not
silly. When the school girls of today are one mispelt word except—writing—and 
older, I am sure they will feel ashamed of that was a slip of the pen. 
themselves if they remember the amount of 
gush they were guilty of over some very 
ordinary young man (4) I should think 
her very unladylike indeed, and I am
the young man must have been of the____
opinion. If girls only knew how particu
lar men are about their wives, sisters, and 
sweethearts, they would be much 
careful, I am sure. (5) Well, really I 
think you have given me too hard a task 
this time ; how could any one really “de
fine love P” Don’t you know that like a 
kiss, it is something that must be felt to be 
appreciated P You did not impose upon 
me at all, and I shall be glad to bear from 
you again.

he can
use, and wanted to know if I could find a 
use for some. It seemed like asking the 
question, “Can a duck swim P” At last I 
nave a hope of being able to put them on 

bill of fare without having to mark 
m “extra,” and I have bad visions of 

the city market being glutted with mush
rooms. I am trying to wait patiently for 
the glut.

otations is tha 
most interest-

the

Verb.—I knew your writing the mo
ment I saw the envelope, and very glad I 
was to see it, too, it is some time now 
since I have heard from you, and as for 
your chum, she has quite deserted me. Did 
you ever try Esterbrook's “Relief ” pens P 
They are the best I ever used. Of course 
not. I always expect my correspondents 
to ask questions, and I am here to answer 
them. Russet Cream is the preparation 
you want. I forget the name of the maker, 
but I am pretty certain you will have to get 
your boot-maker to send either to Halifax

How to Tell Them. •
All toadstools, technically speaking, are 

mushrooms, but all mushrooms are not 
toadstools. With the exercise of a little 
common sense there is no danger of mis
taking the edible variety for those that are 
poisonous. You can't skin a toadstool, it 
will break off in small fragments. The 
covering of the non-poisonous, on the con
trary, can be removed without the slightest 
difficulty. Again, the gills of the edible 
variety are a delicate pink when young, 
and shade from that to a dark brown when 
they are overgrown, while the gills ot the 
toadstool are white. Then there is the 
onion test. Half an onion stripped 
outer skin, and boiled with the mush

»%%•

Our Half Price Sale
Ok Seasonable Clothing closes on the 31st inst. We cannot endure the slaughter any 
longer although its been a great boon to many. The people know a good thing when 
1 wee Г reductions6 П°* ^>ЄЄП 8^ow *n em bracing the opportunity offered by our

Several shipments of Fall and Winter Suits. Ulsters, Reefers and Overcoats have come 
to hand already, and are perfectly elegant in style and finish. You’ll sav so when vou 
see them Our rail Opening we will tell you of later. We are able to sell cheap 
and we do. r

or St. John for it. It is unfortunately one 
of those things which few people consider 
it necessary to return, and decided

__ rooms ;
if the color of the onion is changed and be
comes bluish, or tinged with black, it is an 
evident sign that poisonous fungi are pre
sent. If the onion preserves its color there 
is no danger. I would rather do without 
the mushrooms than submit them to the 
latter test, but I do not think an observant 

seen

R. W. LEETCH, 47 King St., St. John, N В, New Royal Clothing Store.

Sweet Lavender, St. John.—I am 
glad to know that you enjoy our column so 
much, and also that you find it useful. (1) 
So few people possess the requisite talent, 
industry, and ability to endure hard work 
requisite in all those who choose the stage 
as a profession, that it is almost out of the 
question for most people, you must have, 
not only dramatic talent, but a fair educa
tion, at least a moderate amount ot good 
looks, a good figure and some style. Even 
with all these advantages at the start, you 
have years of study and training before you 
can ever hope to win distinction as an act
ress, or even a good

person could be deceived after having 
a real mushroom.

A Hint to our Market Gardner*. Their Uses in Cooking.
Thev are cooked in various ways, per

haps tne most simple is stewed in their own 
juice, or baked. The large full grown 
ones are often broiled and served on toast. 
The buttons and broken pieces of large 
ones are" best tor stewing and for flavoring 
sauces. Mushroom Ketchup is also very 
useful as a relish and for flavoring. It is 
made from the large field mushrooms, 
peeled, crushed to a pulp,one tablespoonful 
salt to ever)- quart ; let stand twenty-four 
hours, the liquor drained off and to every 
quart of it twenty cloves, 30 pepper corns, 
30 allspice ; boil gently halt an hour, 
bottled, corked when cold. Will keep a 
long time.

JOHN H. SELFR тпггтп
(Late of SyiRATON & Selfridoe), Pe_nne .

Dealer in Stores, Ranges, Furnaces. SSecIbI
KITCHEN" FURNISHINGS. ETC. Й5 Гwhetted

A • ,. , u --------------- :--------- ----- and I Lave selected only the
A nice line of Refrigerators in stock ; Seasonable goods in be8U „

variety ; Jobbing in my line solicited. РГЇССВ L.OW

lOl Charlotte Street, Opposite Hotel Dnfferin.

“On a vacant plot of building land in 
the immediate neighborhood of the Harrow 
road and within four miles of Charing 
Cross is produced annually what is prob
ably the most valuable crop grown in the 
open air and without the aid of glass, on 
any acre of English soil. The space devot
ed to mushroons and manure is under an 
acre, and the rent paid is twelve pounds a 
year. From this small plot has been 
gathered in the last twelve months about 
twelve thousand pounds weight of mush
rooms, all of which have been sold at 
Covent Garden at an average price of ten- 
pence a pound (the average price in Mon
treal is $1.00 a pound). Now the value 
of twelve thousand pounds at ten pence is 
just five hundred pounds sterling.”

і

Г
r even a good place in your profes- 
I would strongly advise any young 

girl who is starting r * ' *
ner self to choose ei Advertise ing»y au vise any young 

_ out iu the world for 
herself to choose either telegraphy, short
hand or typewriting in preference to the 
stage if they wish to avoid disappointment, 
and to be sure of a moderately easy wav of 
earning their living. (2) No, it is'not 
right, and it is most foolish and unladylike 
aleo ; no girl who respected herself* or was 
versed in even the rudiments of good man
ners would do such a thing, and the man 
who was the object of such attentions was 
no doubt thoroughly disgusted by them.
(3) It is much better not to exchange 
photographs with any but very old, and in
timate male triends. Your letter was not 
long, or tiresome, at all.

Clover Leak, Amherst.—It is a very 
difficult matter in which to advise you, but 
1 really think that if I were in your place I 
would choose number one, who certainly 
loves you best ; but let me give you thfs
-X"natirltfii,d^'HmnLbJlrr„le,nt0,f0 !l> In Rus"ia «“d «'ber countrie, the pe„-

.ndTat î;z^Æ,one„:ïir.,c;ivnI БЕ Siîriz ,ьГг^

isssÉ^fâés 3S3=SKfiM
vou кпои 'оіїі ь)я«7м tru,<bt.™,n' *nd "as familiar with this method of preserving 

,Р°7Г. “V 1 do-tb»‘ “ marry, mushroons. He and a brother officer were

taEîS BtesSSSSaïy
rnXr„gtr.yo,ur.r.,rhaTdrtIbehtb :°r^ThHbLh:„?,i;:h„rStwTse

Hoir.iNO Stonk, St. John-You need ' Ь"‘і1 hMe reF ?h,t Hïslhe ^.«оТоПЬеІе Ziv'eT^

Гиь^Гге^гУ:г/пь;,?^5‘„!
you to think of it. What-a wanderer you ? '’■ *= 1 eh,U be "as these ih,£ad ol dried mushroùm* that
are, a rolling stone indeed, so you chose lntere,ted ln bearing how it turns out. had flavored the omelet. It the story is 
your name wisely. Uavky—St. John.—My dear Davey, that ‘[ue, dried African’s ears must resemble

Robin, St. John.—So you have been ie a tbing you must not trifle with, even if 0 . vor ““«brooms, but I do not be-
away again P and were glad to get back to there wae »ny known so called cure which Ah,e* however, is true, that
vourown fog. Well, I am so fond of the Уои cou,d apply yourself. You should Ire®V ,gath^re<1 mufbrooms, quickly dried, 
heat that I sympathize with the little coneidf a physician, who will probably put 0411 ^ keP* Jor *engtb of time, or they 
darkies who love to lie in the sun all day У°“ in a Poster jacket, which will give you may 4® P°?dered and thus kept. In either 
thinking and dozing. I do dislike cold the support you require, and at the same 0486 they e*ve an incomparable flavor to 
weather so much. I will give Geoffrey time keeP.the bones which are inclined to 8tew8’ raffouto« «auces, méats. &c. 
your message, and I am sure he will be turn out, in place. I believe a mechanical Where Mushrooms are Understood
pleased. You must not say that. Of аРоЬапсе is the only treatment possible in A strange variety of taste has

WI,1.be » bride A°me d*y, and Г*e"d vou wilt be sumrised to in various^coun^es inTgard Tmusb 
•Iter sir it is only • superstition. The girl find whst relief the jieket wilf be. I rooms. Jn France the button mushroom,
I told-, you .bout maybe married herself »oukl not recommend you going to board- or champignons, described above onlv a^
sometty, because I know she is engaged, ‘“ft “bool at all. I do not think yon could eaten ; in Russia and elsewhere’ thev are
and while there is life there is hope. І ?*and R» and home is the best place for an dried • in some пагія nf • жгі®
really forgot the meaning, and I could not invaI»d, because you can never have the largely preserved in brinefind і, when I looked. I will trvanain some «ше care anywhere else, and what you Г England Гі. onto ï.t'eTv Zt , tl ,

need most is care. Thank you for the love, they have come at all into general ml mid 11 Th« •»«ег a remarkable palatable and
ve0, g00d' b"titwil1 in Canada the „me m.ytf«id:tod“d ,, efficient tonic in the morning, or at

improve with practice. Astra. the first basketml tha/was. hron^t hfre >ny time. All are made from the.

Th * r Г OM Г"ГЬ’ I f“ . büyé™TndNüVVSrem*emrrtrib2f;,î « , ~ ^ W”e" the best of | J

Щ«оснеі“ЛХ„те“'ь“7г“Ù remd^L‘Zn,0.™n^H‘'B En°Ô; 

anÿ'waBXn^We6do™"depïï'toBBi -'°ТЬе'ДгА pafTtoe toUof

CIRCULATES WIDELY. 
CLEANLY PRINTED. 
CLOSELY READ.

Dovey.—Do you know lam really get
ting tired of reading the words “I have at 
last summoned up courage to write to you.” 
One would think I was a dragon since you 

and the strangest 
part of it is, that I do not know what cause 
I have given you for forming such an 
opinion, since, a* you admit, I usually give 
the girls kind answers. (1) It is quite 
customary for the young people to go for 
a stroll between dances, especially it it be 
a summer party, and either the garden or 
the veranda offers a tempting resting place 
to the weary dancers, and as long as the 
stroll is not prolonged tor the next two or 
three dances, I really do not see any harm 
in the practice, because there are really 
nearly always at least half a dozen couples 
similarly engaged at the same time, so 
there is nothing singular or conspicuous 
about it. (2) I should think them very 
forward and ill bred. (3) As “Dear 
Mr. Smith,” of course, unless 
are sufficiently intimate with 
to use his Christian name. (4) No, 
if there were two or three young 
ladies, and their escorts were very old 
friends it would not be so bad, provided 
they got home at ten o’clock,but otherwise 
they should not go without some married 
friend, (ô) I did not find them so, on the 

occasion that I visited their village, 
and I came away with a firm resolve 
to revisit it if I could help myself, but I am 
glad to hear that your experience was more 
fortunate. Your writing is unformed but 
is legible, and bold, so you will doubtless 
make a very good writer in time. Ask as 
many questions as you like, and try not to 
be so frightened next time.

в. в. ARMSTRONG, 
Publisher,

St. Andrews, N. B. 
SUMMER RESORT. BEACONTheare all so afraid of me, Antidote to Poisonous Fanal.

I noticed in one of our local papers a
8Uo6est*on that all poisonous medicines and 
drugs should have the antidote 
the label ot the bottle tor
cident. A most sensible idea and one that ц ,# —

ia!Хор"“[іГпЬо0,tood„ghY„,Lhd Famons tKtm by the World’s Greatest Authors !
A charming set of books.

иГЛіГсаиЖ; .^".httgbtmLÏ

SeSËEêüg; Ten of the Greatest Nerds Ever Written
vomiting should be immediately excited, ___
and then the vegetable acids should be ВТГ THN OP1 THE
given—either vinegar, lemon juice, or that 
of apples, after which, give ether and anti- 
spasmodic remedies, to stop the excessive 
bilious vomiting. Infusions of gall-nut, 
oak-bark and Peruvian bark are recom
mended as capable of neutralizing the poi
sonous principle of mushrooms.”

Champignons.
The canned mushrooms that we buy at 

the grocers, and so many people eat under 
the wild idea that they are enjoying a lux
ury, are ot a different species from our 
wild mushrooms, and are cultivated in im
mense caves near Paris, France. They are 
picked in their early, or button growth, 
canned and sent all over the world. But 
what a delusion ! To one whose palate can 
quickly appreciate the delicacy of the true 
article they taste as though one were chew
ing on preserved shavings. But then,there 
is no accounting for taste.

Dried Mushrooms.

12,000 COPIES ° sum
Iransportatlon Companies to Ad'printed on 

use in case ot ac-

GREATEST AUTHORS WHO EVER LIVED !
him

of dish-

Just Salted.

Proprietress—“I’m sorry, but this is the 
only girl we have on hand at this moment 
—she’s a good girl, only she’s a little 
short.” Mr. Crampford Spayce—“Exact
ly what I want, madam ; she’ll just fit the 
servant’s room in our flat !”—Puck.
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IUtDT AUDLEY S SECRET.
By Miss M. E. 11 redd on.

VANITY FATE.
By W. M. ТІїїм-кегяу.

LAST DAYS ОГ POMPBII,
By Sir E. Rulwvr Lytles.

THE THREE GUARDSMEN,
By AlexwMder Dumm.

PUT YOURSELF IN HIS PLACE.
By Chari* « 1 tend і-

beverages grateful.
{* thirst and regulate the system. An f 
* * agreeable change from the Ginger Ale < ► 
< ► and Lemonade will be found in the 1 ) 
( і new drinks.

They reduce * *

EAST LYNNE,
By Mrs. Henry Wood.

„ jane byre,
By Charlotte Bronte.

JOHN HALIFAX GENTLEMAN
By Miss Mnloek.
ADAM BEDE,

By George Bitot.
THE WOMAN ПГ WHITE,

By Wilkie Collins.
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і ! FRUIT SQUASH 
f LIKE FRUIT CHAMPAGNE 

CfflCHOUA BITTERS.
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І I < I
іnnd it when I looked. I will try again some 

day. I hope you will not be “gone” even 
from our column for many a year ; and the 
only way in which I will « 
departure even then will

1 і

Our Liberal Premium Offer I J.'.w.T.iï? ™ss
Ї?іовнмСО|,П,РІЄ‘Є 161 °f “FamoM. Fiction b? », World’. Greatest АчЛот,””®^ 

for only SO cento. Subscriber, desiring to take ndrantoge ol thi. offer whom
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< I needonly way in wnicn і will consent to your 
departure even then will be through the 
golden gate of matrimony.

11
41 І і
t > ST. JOHN DEPOT, No. 1 North 1 I 
j ) Market Wharf, 596 Telephone. 

і I HALIFAX DEPOT, Hue & Wilt- < » 
І і ehire, 38 Upper Water Street, 477 i , 

У I Telephone.
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Croquet is fashion 

able again. With

joyable garden 
game it never went 
out of fashion.

After all, there to 
nothing like Cro
quet for an interest
ing,comfortable out 
of door game. This 
is a splendid oppor-

peeple who 
uiet and en-

tunity to secure a 
Al good field, six ball 

Croquet, packed in 
Ef a hinged cover box 
F" with balls, mallets, 

wickets, stakes, 
wicket pegs all com
plete. Retail prlee

<8—15 vole
lion and $4.50

lickens in 15 volumes ; 
This set of books is 
Our price to old ot

inty is a joy forever.” 
iakable wretchedness, 
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Ling, we guarantee to 
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