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2. (178)
Concerning Ordinations.

“* Moved by] I) Freeman and .
Champion, that this Association recomm

within mmumm&-&mh ording-

tion st the apnual of the re-

ng spoken to Prof. Wortman,

{ Ihkuy I1BC , 1. H.Cahill and A, Freeman,
t was carried by a large uu)odly " Extragt from minu-
tes of N, B. Western Association for 18¢8. °

As mover of that disturbing and now historic resolu-
tion it may be expected that I should bave mlhil. to
sy in defence of my action,

in thc" lace, then, | wish to express my -Mncﬂvl
in the k'oov ge that one very important part of the
pucpose of that resolution has siready been achieved.
It was intended to stimulate thought and provoke dis-
cushion upob the subject throughout the body. That
this Wél been sccomplistied the pagesof the Vear Book
and the files of the MxssENGER AND VISITOR bear ample
withess. . 3 i

The immediate occasion of “the above resolution was

" the,reading of a report by the associational committee on

ordinations, to the effect that, though ordinations had
taken place during the year, the committes, as usual,
bad been ignored. In the discussion which followed the
report, quite reneral dissatisfaction was expressed con-
cerning the conduct of ordinations in this part of the
country, and the resolution was adopted in the belief that
it would not only &rouse enquiry and quicken conscicnce
in this matter, but indicate to the churches a more excel-
lent method of procedare.

Having turned the matter over in my mind a
many times during the last nine months, and baving read
with interest the different articles in the MESSENGER
AND VISITOR upon the subject, I.am more profoundly
convinced than ever that our action at Florenceville last
June was a step in the right direction.

To get down to. the bottom of this matter let me raise
aguin the question—What does ordination signify ? What
do-it ;mean and what does it not mean? Tothe Law
And to the Testimony ! The entire teaching of the New .
Tmml upon this subject may be given in small com-
pass, 4nd ‘since the Scripture has been called for let us
have it clearly\before us.

Note, 'thén, the word * ordain’’ as found in the New
Testament slways debotes an election (o office by the
perfi or persons competent to make the election. The
word eccurs six times in connection with a sacred office,
and.in each case it is the translation of a different Greek
word. Here are the pessages: Mark 3:14, ‘“Jesus
ordained (epoiése) twelve to be with him.” Acts1:22
* Must be one ordained (gemesthai) 1o be a witness with
us of his resurrection.’” Acts 17: 31, ' By that man whom
he bath ordaiwed " (horise). ¥Tim. 2:7, ** Whereunto
I am ordadwed u-prescher (elethem). Acts 14 23,
““Whep they bad ordaimed (cheivolonesamies) them
elders in every chuzch.” Titne 1 : 5, ** That thou should-
est’ ordain (Malasieses) eMers in every city.” Any
person with an ordinary werkjng kpowledge of Greek
will see at a glance that the fact pet forth in each
instamce is that of choice; election, apppintment. In the
last two instances there may be a hint of some public
ceremony, but the emphasis is strongly on the fact of the
choice. i

The question uow arises—Who is competent to make
the clection to offices in the church? Unquestionably
the church itself. The church elects its deacons and the
church elgets its pastors.  That is the inalienable right of
the individual, local chinrch, and any interference from
outside, other than that of friendly counsel or suggestion,
isa ifest imperti The church bas the right to
elect to its offices. In this sense of the word the church;
and the church slone, has the right to * ordain,” and it
needs no council, small or great, to sssist in the work.

It may appear as though this admission surrenders the
point at issue to those who condemn the resolution under
discussion. But just here I call sttention to a fact which
seews to have been left out of consideration ‘and which
coustilfites the ‘pivot of the whole question in dispute.
Thefact is this, that while ** ordination ™ in the strict,
Scriptuval semse bf the tevm-is as above stated, * ordin-
atiom.”’ as il has beew commonly understood and praciised
among ws, is guile a different thing. We have all along
been ‘using the term to the formal, public

Apart to church office by *“the laying on of the
handsof the presbytery.”” Now this céremony is clesrly
Scriptural and beautifully significant, yet in ing it
* ordination "’ we have slipped into-a verbal inaccuracy,
and in many cases fallen into confusion of thought. It is

mbu in the day to hope to reform .our

but it is ot too late to correct and clarify
a. may continue, if we will, to speak of this
& ";:?..ﬂol’ " No doubt we shall continne
to 1 this Jetter, but we should recognize
the fict thit in doing this'we are putting the word tos

secodlliry 4bk. Ordinstion in the primary, Scripthral’

signification, means election to office, and the responsic
bility of it devolves upon the individual church, Ordin-
ation as it is popularly understood among us, ordination
as we have been discussing it in this journal, ordination
#s it falls withis the purview of the above resolution,

signifies the public ceremony in which a candidate is sct
apart for sacred service by the laying on of hands, snd
the responsibility of 7A/s devolves not upon the church,

but upon the ministry. This position can be established
by referetice to the Scripture bearing upon e matter.

Three instaiced of the public setting apaft of men .

elected to the church ofice are found in the New Testa-
ment-that of ** the seven '’ (Acts 6 : 6) "whom they set
before the apostles, and when they had ‘rlyed they laid
their bands on them ;' that of Barpabas and Saul,
(Acts 13 : 1-3) respecting whom the Holy Ghost said to
the ministry at Antioch, '‘ Separate me Barnabas and
Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. And
when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands
on them they sent them away ; '’ and that of Timotby,
to whom Paul wrote (1 Tim. 4:14) * Neglect not the
gift that is in thee which was given thee by prophecy,
with the laying on of the bands of the preshytery.”

From these scriptures it is clear that ordingtion in the
secondary sense, -ordination in the semse of the
laying on of hands, is the prerogative not of
the individual church, but of the ministers in
the community of churches with whom the candidate
expects to be associated in his work. So far as I know
this special prerogative has never been claimed by any
Baptist church.

At this point the justification of our resolution appears.
To a church asking for its pastor this formal, ceremonial
recognition from his brother ministers, those ministers
have the right to say when and where and how it shall
be given. It would seem but reasonablé and just to all
concerned, the candidate, the ministers and the local
charch,that the ordination be given at such time and place
as will assemble the largest representation of those whose
right it is to give it. In my judgment the ideal place and
time is the convention. But the associational gathering
is the next best: This ceremony is not primarily for the,
benefit of the local church but of the man, He should
seek it in the most truly representative gathering avail-
able He will thus but serve not only his own interests,
but those of his church, his ministerial brethren and the
denomination.

The objections which have been urged sgainst our
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Now, vubwhu-mr They are
*Mh“thypdmbu advanced stage in

the spiritual life rather than to the 4 and be-
cause cific set of for every
otre, ef does wot the same

ply feels. that he Inn ner, aud that
% *. ““Remorse_of conscience,’” I
d, comes to some men at the beginning, but to
-on Christians st & later stage, when they are led to
understand, by their constant tendency.to sin, what is
meant by the ‘‘ plague of their hearts,” But there is
here ‘a grave oﬁhdu _which is at'once seen by those
who have read ligious di dons.- The filial
feeling, the movement of the heart toward the Father of
our spirits, does not find a place here; nor does that
simplest * motipn *’ ‘which an'npostle givu, by which we
may know that we are children, find a place; * the
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by His Spirit
v hi¢h he hath given to us.””. How much less bewilder-
ing urdhumad minds is the llneﬂlod of Jobn the
beloved : ' Hereby we, know that we know Him, if we
kup his mmmdmu " Neither is that absolute test
d as g these “’motions ”* by which we are
to judge whether we have eternal life : ** Beloved, let us
love one another, for love is of God ; and emy ove that
loveth is born of God,'and knowethGod Agein we
say that it seems ﬂrnp that these simplest directions
are not prominent in this old testing imstrument.’ But,
then, we must remember that this was mot a biblical
metbod, but a dogmatic one. It is the fanlt of all
catechisms and creeds ; ome-sided views; a part of
truth ; that which seemed to the men of that age
prominent, or essential, must be laid before men.

We feel, as we pore over these old black letter direc-
tious to men tnquldn’ the way of eternal life, that they
were wanting in another respect. If a man be really
joined to Christ he will have a desire to bring fofth fruit
—the yearning to bear something divine—according “to
the Great Teacher's fainiliar illustration of the vine and
the branches, * But it this list of ** motions "’ or * signs
of spiritual life,” (here is not a word of this ; nothing of
right livisg, of Wonorablé desling, of our bounden duty
to p the Kingdom of God.” The factis, the Re-

resolution, are not, in my judgment, of a serious nature;
To the objection that the course suggested may neces-
sitate months of waiting, I reply, that siuce ordination
confers no right, power or privilege essential to the
full work of the ministry, (even the right to administer
ordinances being the gift of the church at its discretion),
he can well afford to wait. The objectionthat the pro-
position will *tend to weaken the semse of individual
responsibility on the part of individual churches,” need
only to be stated to stand refu'ed. The author of the

. objection must admit on sober second thought, that

a church is likely to feel far more responsibility and
to exercise far more care in presenting a candidate before
& large and thoroughly representative body, than in
bringing one before a small and perhaps packed council.
The insinnation that the underlying purpose in this move-
ment is to debar from ordination all but college trained
wen, is unwarranted and untrie, and unworthy of those
who make it. There is no such thought in our mingds.
We have continually affirmed to the contrary, Sowme of
the best and most effective of our ministers are doing’
their work without the help of college training. They
will have successors in all the days to come. Let them
be held in everlasting honour | A

This has been written in the interests of clear thinking
and orderly procedure in the matter of ordinations. T
bave shown, I believe, that our resolution robs the in*
dividual church of none of its rights or privileges.
Rather will it tend to préserve the church in &n en’oy-
ment of its rights and liberties by inducing it to respect
the rights of others,

J. D. FREEMAN,
R R

Three Centuries Ago.

D. A. STEELE, D. D.
¢ o

In our first notice of the Geneva Bible we pointed out
that our ancestors made more than we do of the doctrine
of election, While Luther was very careful, saying,

* Who hath not known passion, cross, and travail of
death, cannpt treat of fore-knowledge (election of
mu) without imjury and inward enmity toward God.
Whesefore take heed that thou drink not wine while thou
art yet a sucking babe. Each several doctrine hath its
own reason and measure and age,”

the men of Geueva launched the bolt straight at the face
of the young believer. If it knocked him down,—well,
that showed be ‘was none of His ; if he bore the shock—
why e was & real child of God. Their way of instruct-
ing the disciples was heroic ; those it did not kill became
strong men. The catechism runs in this wise.

“ But how shall I knowe myselfe to be one of those
whome God hath ordained to-life eternall?” ' Answer:
+* By the motions of spirituall life, which belongeth onely
wmmdcod » and that these ‘‘ motions’’ are
Mfa’nﬂlu “ remorse of conscience, joyned with
the Mﬂqdm and love of righteousuesse ; the
band of m«-ehh; unto life eternall in Christ, the
conscience comforted in distresse, and raysed up to con-
lllnnhgodlytbwiholhhsgﬂg," ete,, ete.

formers wete afraid of good works. Beciuse Rome had
jerked the doctrine out of its true position, because she
had made merit to hang thereby, therefore, for fear that
souls might be Jed astray, they bardly dared to-mention
them in the game day with justification by faith. These
dearold fellows, solemn-visaged, clear-headed, thorough
paced, expoundefs of the divine mysteries of election and
reprobation, say in effect, all through this searching
catechism, printed in special, and inserted before the
entrance to the New Testament, *‘Ve must beware of
good works, ye must mot mingle the practical with
the doctrival, They were afraid for the ark ; it would
topple over unless thelr hands stayed it. It seems a
wonder that they - were not smitten, for it is a spiritual
crime Ao present to men but one part of God’s gracions
revelgtion. Throngh his infinite power, rather than
throfigh the wisdomof the winners of :souls, men were
drawn into the kingdom. Within the memory-of men
still among ys, there was the same-one-sided way of deal-
ing with men, The lu’imee of Geneva domipsted
theologians for thiee hundred years. But the last century
has wits a gradual chang€, until at the present we
find ourselyes far on( W with our ancesfors. The
pendulum has oscillated well towards the other end of
the arc. We rarely—I had almost said never—hear the
words ““foreknowledge, """ " election,” * distingunishing
grace,” mentioned. / Everything is laid upon the human
will. I henrd a:prominent Baptist, minister declare in
public disgourse that if -God had willed a certain thing,
and Mifnum ot willed it, it would not be dove,
I had al that Ged’s will was supreme,
and M was not an infinité factor, and

V!l gﬂdd‘ldmﬂ! hh-ln stubbornness.

an evangelists
m-ﬂl Evmﬂk{ be found to stand :
& lt h not d ndl'ol him thdt rnnneth,

makes
when he formally

w y
M , and -b doa the whole Bible.
ll b-vul': whilé he uses his own facuities,
and confesses -

-Christ,
Alui’ tﬁm oﬂ}lll. Amu‘nnot‘;ne );il

o 3 neration t
Bﬂyw s b:rum he e{nno:
see the klu? » . e we hﬂenot Jost sight
i gl 5o S Ve St

claim 'it, or r are lgsin, t
;:nh }.wlndhit. G:qu;*:r‘uu:‘th& nnsr,-mliu
mn._)p e to | thnuim inpmem-
Bible of grace; pats it in the fore-
m not - make mention of
The great npon being ordai o ternal
n elerpal
life, azid pl it I—:gj_\h poor enquiting
soul ?ﬂ ¥ 2 ves wrath fitted to, destruc-
tion.” 1s %ﬂ directions of Jesus
and His o ; . we have this ‘cold,
formal answer to' what means useth
God to , may be saved 2",

Answer : of his Word, and

ministerisig’ an »

" meant to them
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