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MESSENGER

AND VISITOR.

Sabbath 8chool,
BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER.

STUDIES IN ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.
(Condensed from Peloubst's Selsct Notes.)
Lesson VI. August 7. Acts 4:19-3L

APOSTLES' CONFIDENCE IN
GOD.

THE

GOLDEN TEXT.

“They spake the word of God with

boldness.”—Acts 4: 81.
EXPLANATORY,

L Vaix Atremrrs 10 sT0P THE PRO-
oREss OF THE Gosrern BY THREATS—19.
But Peter and John answered the man-
date of the Banhedrim to cesse from
preaching the Gospel. Both joined in
the answer though one may have been
spokesman, They were agreed as to the
course they d take. The gentle
John was just as firm and true as the
more impulsive Peter. Whether it be
right, ete. The point of the aposties’
reply was that they were not teaching as
uelf»lppnh’)t(d rabbis, but were only
acting as
the high

witnesses of Jesus. 80 when
riest of the golden calf at
Bethel e Amos tostop his preaching
there, and home and be at e,
Amos replied in effect that he could not
stop. He did not come ' because he
wanted to, but because God sent him,
sod he must utter his message; and he
did (Amos 7). “Whether it be RIGHT 1"
That is the word that makes history.
“Whether it be wiont!” That is the
word that thrills the ages. [n the sight
of God. 'This world accounts man

hings right which, in the sight of God,
are not right; and conversely. To
hearken. To hearken is not exactly
synonymous with “to obey.” They will
not even hearken to those who com:
disobedience to God, Thus, superior to
all civil and ecclesiastical authority
they proclaim the authority of the word
of God as interpreted by the individual
conscience (Dan.8:18; 6: 10) Unto
you more than (better, rather Ahanz unto
God. The meaning is not as in the
Authorized Version, that they should
hearken unto Ged more than unto man ;
but in this matter, they should hearken
unto God, and not to man atall. Judge
ye. Your own consciences approve the
principle on which we act.

20. E'ar we cannot but speak. To be
silent would have been treachery. They
simply decline to obey, and most care-
fully refrain irom committing any act
indicating opposition. Not a word, not
& glance betrays & hostile purpose.

21. Further threatened. Than they
had done already. Finding nothing how
they might punishthem. The ides isnot
that thie v were able to invent no charge
againet the apostles, but none which
they felt it safe to adopt. Because of
the peaple. The people, for the present,
favored the disciples; they were their
defence against the hostility of the
rulers. It is, however, probable, as
Neander and Lange remark, that an-
other reason of the present leniency of
the Sanhedrim was that several of its
members favored the Christians (as
Nicodemus, Jogeph of Arimathea, and
Gamaliel). “Perhaps alsg’ the rivalry
between the Sadducees @ihd the Phar-
sees, may, on this occasitin, have bene-
fited the apostles.” ForCall men glori-
fied God. Therefore to have impﬂéned
the apcsties would have appeared to the
people as fighting against God; but
these leaders wished to be regarded as
the especial friends of God.

22. For the man was above forty years.
An indication of the inveterate and in-
curable nature of his infirmity, which
he bad suffered from birth (chap. 3: 2).
And therefore s proof of the reality of
the miracle in his cure. His age also
insured his case I eing generally known.

11. THE APOSTLES SUSTAINED BY THE
Worp or Gop.

24. They lifted up their voice to God
with one accord. i}:‘lh one accord must
denote, as elsewhere (1: 14; 2: 46; 7:
57, etc.), a concert of hearts, not of
voices. If they all joined aloud in the
prayer, the proof must not be drawn
from this word or from lifted up théir
voice,—which could, be ssid though but
one uttered the words, while the others
assented,—but rather from the nature
of the service. The prayer on this oc-
casion was chiefly praise, and, as the
words quoted were so familiar to all, it
is quite possible that they recited them
together. Baumgarten's view may be
near the truth: the whole company
sung the second Psalm, and Peter then
applied the contents to their situation
in the terms recorded here.

Wita Ose Accorp. No student of
hymnology can fail to be impressed
with the substantial unity of the church
of Christ. The Greek, Roman and
Protestant Christians, of all divisions
and ages, are mingled indiscriminately
in our hymn books. - Men who have
fcught each other vigorously in the
theological arena and ecclesiastical couri
dwell together in peace and harmony in
the hymnal, - Men of long creeds and
theae whose oreeds are short speak with
one voice, and chant one song of praise.
.. . In her best days the church has al-
ways been a singing church. Lord
(despotes). Despot in & good sense ; one
absolute in power and authority ; not
the usual Kyrios master. The word is
nr lird both to God and to Christ.
Which hast made heaven and earth, and
the gen. More strictly, the heaven and
the earth and the sea, as in Rev. Ver,;
each region of creation being contem-
plated in its distinctness. The apostles
were strong, courageous, invincible, be-
cause Lhe{ rdl:‘dg on the omnipotent
power of their hedvenly Father.

25. Who by the mouth of Thy servant
David. Here is_a divine attestation of
the inspiration of the Psalms of David,
and an ihspired comment upon the sec-
ond I'salm. Hast said. For fuller com-
ments on this quotation from the se
Pealm turn to m II. of the Second
Quarter. Why did the heathen vage?
Why this attempt to throw off the yoke
of the true King? It is not » tyrant
againet whom they are leagued. It is
Jehovah Himsell, in the person of the
King whom he has set on His throne.
7;1&\) an en mnmkdbuht h‘l:.

eathen, Gentiles, y the
Roman me the great
Gentile empire. Rage. The Greek word
here tranalated ignifies

=E

tod
and
wioked

against the government and law, and
often of the providence of God. The peo-
ple. All oppceed to Christ, inclucing
the Jewish aunthoritics. Imagine. De-
vise, scheme, plot. Vain things. In
which they eould not succeed, numely
the destructicn of the Jesus. - A vain
thing not only (1) because there wasno
true ground of reason why they should
imagine or do such a thing, but vain
also (2) because they labored in vain;
they could not do it.

26. The kings of the earth. Reprcsent-
ed by Herod and by the Roman power.
Indeed, all kings of that day were living
in direct opposition'to the principles of
Christ, and would baye joined in per-
sonal opposition had \there been occa-
sion. Slood wp. Eduivalent to the
English phrase, “took their stand,” and
indicated a fixed and determined resist-
ance. Rulers were gathered together,
Answers to Took counsel together, 1n Ps.
2: 2. The verb is in the passive voice,
and the language indicates, not merely,
nor mainly, that they gathered in one

lace, but that they were drawn together
Dy one {auo:’wu Againgt the Lord is
against God the Father. Against His
Christ is against His Anocinted One, 1. ¢.
the Mcsai This verse was fulfilled in

in thelifetime and in the death of
Jhrist, but the description was not ex-
hausted in the first century, but belongs
1o all times and places.

27. For of @ truth. Now begins the
application of this Psalm. What David
gmphe-hd has proved true. The Rev.

Ver. adds, from ‘the best MBS, in this
oity, Against Thy holy. Holy, s here
applied to Christ, denotes not only char-
acter, but office ; not only His exemp-
tion from all moral taint, but His pecu-
liar consecration to the work whicl. His
Father gave Him to do. Child. The
word rendered ohild in our English ver-
sion is the same rendered servant in
verse 25, and should be so translated
here. Ancinted. Ancinting isthe form
of consecration to a s office. 0Oil
denotes the spirit of grace, and anointing
signifies the sanctifying and qualifying
of the person by the Hol th&t for the
discharge of any duty. {lenoe Christ is
called Anointed because He was set
apartby God to be the Saviour and King
of the world. Both Herod (Antipas)
and Pontiug Pilate. Annccoust of their
union against Christ is given-in Luke
23: 12. The people of Israel. Peoples
plural, not people singular. The refer-
ence is either to the different tribes of

, or, less probably, to the fact that
they were now scattered in, and came
from, different Iands, representing differ-
ents nationalities. Were gathered to-
gether. In purpose and plans.

28. For to do whatsoever Thy hand (.
6. power) and . . . counael (i. e. wisdom,
purpose) determined before fo be done,
The apostles recognized in the course of
the Sanhedrim, not a mere transient
outbreak from a single though powerful
faction, but a manifestation of that
hcstility against the kingdom of Christ,
which ancient prophecy had foretold.
But they also recognized a fulfilment of
the divine plan and purpose, and there-
fore were neither surprised nor terrified.
The Rev. Ver. is better, To do whatsoever
. « « Thy counsel foreordained TO COME TO
pass. God had ordained the end, but
not the means which men used.

III. THER PRAYER IN TROUBLE. 29.
Lord, behold their threatenings. Thou
seest how we are placed, and what we
need under these circumstances.

And grant . . . that with qll boldness.
This is & model prayer. They do not
ask exemption from persecuiion and
trouble ; Lgey only pray that they may
do their duty. They forget themselves
in their absorbing desire for the king-
dom of Christ, nm? the two things neces-
sary for its progress—boldness to preach
and power to work.

30. By stretching forth Thine hand to
heal. As had been done in the case of
the cripple at the Gate Beautiful. Si,
Of the truth spoken. And wonder
call the attention of the people to Jesus,
and to prove His divine Messiabship.
Miracles were a great and essential

wer in giving success to the Gospel.
g{’)ondrouu works, in changing the char-
acters of men, in reforming and blessing
the people, are still essential accompani-
ments to the successful preaching of the

Gospel.

W.e THE ANSWER TO PRAYER. FImeT,
By a new baptism of the Holy Spirit.
The place was shaken. To emable the
disciples to realize more clearly the fact
of the Holy Spirit’s presence, just as the
sound and- the tongues of flame mani-
fested the same presence on the day of
Pentecost. They were all filled with the
Holy Ghost. They received all their
souls could contain. The fruits of the
Spirit, love, joy, peace, and all the rest,
were richer, riper, larger, better flavored
and more abundant because of this re-
newed gift.

8ecoNp. The result was an answer to
the prayer for courage. They spake the
wun& of God with boldness. 8o that
“with great power gave the apostles wit-
ness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus.”

8nake Charmed Birds.

e @

It is & popular belief that serpelits
have power to charm their prey before
devouring it. Of this the Forest and
Stream says: This belief seems to be
applied only to smaller snakes. The
small snakes, I observe, are endowed
with more patience, and when l.h»{
wish to procure & meal they do not rush
upon their victim and by force crush
out its life, but calmly and patiently
await their opportunity. I believe that
no serpent has thé power to charm.
The snake is & natural enemy to bird
life. For this reason when a bird ob-
serves o snake it immediately sets about
to drive away its enemy. The snake
may raise its head and retain a motion-
less attitude, save now and then the
thrusting out of the tongue. The bird
will fly or flutter about, ifesti

Ayer'sHairVigor
Makes the bair sofs and glossy.

T bave wed Ayer's Hair Vigor for
nearly five years, and my hair is moist,
glossy, and in an excollent state of pres.
ervation. | am forty years old, aud have
ridden the plains for twenty five years.”
—Wm. Henry Ott, a/éas ** Mustang Bill,”
Newcastle, Wyo.

Ayer's HairVigor
Prevents hair from falling oat.

“*A pumber of years ago, by recom-
mendation of a friend, I began to use
Ayer’s Hair Vigor to stop the hair from
falling out and prevent its turning gray.
The first effects were most satisfactory,
Oceasional applications since have kept
my hair thick and of a natural eolor, "—
H. E. Basham, McKinney, Texas.

Ayer's HairVigor
Restores hair after fevers.

* Over a year ago 1 had a severe fever,
and when 1 recovered my hair began
to fall out, and what little remained
turned gray. 1 tried various remedies,
but without success, 1ill at kst | began
touse Ayer's Hair Vigor, and now my
bair is growing rapidly and is restored
10 its onginal color,”"—Mrs. A. Collins,
Dighton, Mass,

3 . .
Ayer’s Hair Vigor
Prevents. hair from turning gray.

** My hair was mprd'l{ turning gray and
falling out; one bottle of Ayer's Hair
Vigor bas remedied the trouble, and my

hair is now its original color and full
ness."—B, Onkrupa, C! o *

Propared by Dr. 3. 0. Ayor & Co., Lowoll, Mass.
W”Z, Druggists asd Porfamars.

SASHES, DOORS and FRAMES.
VENETIAN & SHOTTER BLINDS
Stair Rails, Balusters and Posts.
Mantels, Moldings and Brackets

A Cr Wood-Working (s,

Our Travellers are now showing
complete lines of Samples of STAPLE
AND FANCY DRY GOODS for the

Spring Trade.

DANEL & Bo, Lit

NEW GOODS

s
Gentlemen’s Department,
27 King Street.

N =T Lne Searts, Bk Hundkersbisty Medewp
carfs, French B Hug
Straps, Courler Dressing Gowns, Gloves,
erino Shirts and Drawers.
IN STOOK:
b All-Lines Coliars in the latest styles; and
" (Paper, Tura-down) and “ The Swell
(Paper, Standing) Collars.

Manchester, Robertson &  Allson.

This Baking Powder
(WOODILL'S GERMAN)

is WELL-SUITED for FAMILY
USE. It has been used in MY
OWN HOUSEHOLD. for MANY
YEARS.
GEORGE LAWSON, Ph. D, LL.D.,
F.L.C, G. B. and Ireland.

Jances 8. Mary.

James S. May & Son,

MercHant TaiLoss,
Domville Building, Prince Wm. St.,

SAINT-JOHN, N. B.
P. 0. Box 908
Edward Linlef, of St Peters, 0. B, that
his horse was badly torn by a piteh One

bottle of MINARD'S LINIMENT cured hin
Tivery Stable men all over the Dominion tell our
agents that they would 5ot be without MINARD'S

LINIMENT for twice the cost
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“None Other Name.”

Scme ycars sgo a German statesman,
lying (n his death-bed, sent for a Chris-
tian psstor, wellknown to him, and
snid -

“l am very ill, my friend, and believe
death is not far off. I should like you
to converse with me on the subject of
religion, but tospare you useless trouble,
let me say st once that I do not wish to
hesr anything about Jesvs Christ.”

“Be it s0,” reFlitd the minister ;
“there are other religious wgicu on which
we may converse. To in, then,
shall I speak to you of the character of
God ?”

“Certainly ; for I have always held
the Bupreme Being in the highest ven-
eration.”

8o Pastor A—— discoursed on God's
love, and this with so much eloquence
that when be rose to leave the count
pressed his bhand, and charged bim to
repeat his visit very shortly. And
when next he came he received a cordial
welecome.

“What shall be our subject of con
versation to-day ? " asked the sick man.

The servant of God spoke of the di-
vine wisdom and omnipotence ; his hear-
er pronounced these truths besutiful
and sublime, but was in no other way
impressed by them.

On the third visit the pastor dwelt
on the holiness of God, demonstrating
that & being so spotlcssly pure can not
enter into union with any less holy than
himeelf. ——

The fourth interview was devoted to
the contemplation of God's inflexible
justice, and now at last the sword of
the Bpirit had found a joint in the ar-
mor,

“Stay, I implore you!"” cried the
nobleman. “Such thoughts are over-
whelming. If the Almighty be indeed
}mly and just, as you depict him, I am

oat."

The pastor made no reply, but lefy
bim, and earnestly prayed for a dee
ening of the spiritaal impression wh
at length this dying friend sppeared to
have received.

After several days’ interval there
came an urgent message éntreating him
to visit the count immediately.

“O, Pastor A— —" cried t{m Iatter,
“why have you so long delayed in re-
mmmr to me? My mind {auﬂnm
of doubts and fears. It is ae if I were
in hell or hell in me. In God's name,
tell me something which may restore
the ealm of which you have robbed me.
Either modify the harmh: of your

VERY MANY SUGH.

RHEUMATISM. (05, DAVID WYLIE
. le, ¢ »
“I su intensely ke
Could not stand ; rubbes

the morning [ Walked without pain

Mr. JAMES BONNER
NEUHALGIA-*J.H- t. Jacobs (
me of neurnlgis, and it effectuall me.”

“I.can highly recommend 5t. Jacobs 011 ax being the best
BACKACHE. . icind i cxister p ly cured o of severs
lumbago.” G. N.'"BOYER, Caridlon, Quetrec

. 158 Yonge St
Is the only remedy that

J her in & coup
Tecumseth St.,

3y mother repeived a ve
SPRAINS. —omiain 5 Jarcia Y
Mr. \In'l‘l‘l:' L H
BRUISES. /% Department, mys n i
a serfous aceident and his back and shoulders wers

torribly brutsed, but by the nse of 5. Jacohs U1l he was
completely restored

IT IS THE BEST.

—THE —

Union Mutual Life Insurance Co.

Portland, Maine.

INCORPORATED 1848,

Assels, Jan. 1, 1892, - $6,301,010.18.
Surplus, estimated by the American

Experience Table of Mortality with

interest at 434 per cent.,

$713,000.00.

$25,813,432.94,

LIBERAL TERMS TO GOOD AGENTS.

Payments to Policy-holders

since organization of te Company,

C. B. WELTON, Manager,
1034 PRINCE WILLIAM STREET,
87, JOHN, N. B.
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14fe Insurance is the chespest and safest way of providing for a family, and {f & mas bas B0 other
means o depend upon, i1 is & matter of moral and religious obilgation.

doctrine or give some cowfort en-
couragement.’

“I am deeply grieved,” was the re-
ply, “that I can retract nothing I have
said to you of the greatness and justice
a oliness of God, and the impossi-
bility of fellowship between such & God
and sin-stained, rebellious humanity.
Grand and consoling truths I could im-
part to you; but in view of the restric-
tion yon have imposed on me I can but
leave you now for time and eternity in
the hands of God. Though my heart
bleeds for you, I am powerless to give
you help, not daring o present to you
the only means of deliverance.”

“Nay, speak not thus!” exclaimed
the dying man, in » tone of poignant
anxiety., “Tell me, I entreat, it there
is any way of salvation still open to
nie.”

“I know of one, and only one; but
you cannot hear it without my speaking
to you of Jesus Chries.”

“Speak to me as you will: oaly show
me & door of escape from the misery I
now am suffering.”

And then, for the first li;a. the pas-
tor b bt forth his New Testament
and therein the blessed words
which assure the sinner of and
peace through Him whcse cleans-
eth from all sin, whose grace is freely
offered to every repentant and believing
soul

It was good seed fs
pared ground. Quickly
conscience-stricken soul soon fonnd rest
in Him who calls *‘not the righteous,
but sinners,” and he passed awsy, giving
thanks with his Iatest breath for the
free and sovereign grace of God in Christ
Jesus; with childiike confidence com-
mending his spirit into the hands of his
Father in heaven.—Word and Work.
From the French.

O e

“Ask What Ye WilL"

There is something truly sublime in
the words of our Lowd, “Ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be done unto
i‘ou," How rich is this sssurance!
iven when we ask in a reverend it
for tem favors, the promise is al-
ways fulfilled, because when the request
seems to bedenied, there is some better

into well-pre-
a8 world-worn,

i

Rhodes, Cery & Ce.

AMHERST, N. S,
Manufacturers and Builders.

1,000,000 FEET LUMBER KEPT IN STOCK.
PLANING MILL, BAW MILL, SHINGLE MILL, LATH MILL.

“Cabinet Trim Finish? for Dwellings, Drug Stores, Offices, &c. Schocl, Ofice, Church 4 House Purnitare.
: Bricks, Lime, Coment, Calcined Flaster, dc
Manufacturers of and Dealers in all of Builders' Materials. S~ SEND FOR ESTIMATES.

HALL’S BOOK STORE, Fredericton. -

BAPTIST HYMNALS,
ABBATH-schoo! Libraries, Paper,
Cards, Gospel Hymns.

gift of God i the

The true Christian asks for these, with
all other things, in deference to God’
perfect will, and so the denial is only
slil method of bestowing the est
good upon vs. In such instances ol
parent refusal He usually implants in
the prayerful soul not only & "Hllnzm-ls
to accept His ordering, but a deep, sin-
cere preference for it as it is made
known to be His choice for us.

There is great comfort for all God's
care-worn and disappeinted children in
all such views of prayer. Few there are
who have risen to that constant and full
apprehension of their privilege of pray-
ing for temporal blessings as the chosen
of the Lord. Is He not their heavenly
Father, who “knoweth” that they have
need of these things ? Can we think for
one moment that He who ses all
earthly gocd will disregard their humble,
sincere prayer for smocor? The pur-
poses of their l;;'riwll development
may require, in His infinite thought,
the path of present discomfort, but that
real deliverance will not be their portion
cannot be questioned.—Selected.

R Rt Y G T

— A lady, whose hair came out with
every combing, was induced i
Ayer's Hair Vigor & faithful srial.
did so, and not only was the loes of hair
checked, but 8 new and vigorous growth

yiolent in the fruitless effort to
acoomplish its purpose, it 8o reduces its
physical force that it is unable to con-
tinue the warfare further than to retain

5%%5513 & (X%IPA )

TROY, K. Y., Bgé&
o Feala. For miove than Wall & centar
Roted for superiority ovel

with difficulty its bold upon some
frlendl{ branch. In this d con-
dition it can only flutter its wings and

make flufly its feathers and emit a slight

i o sacapo, o Gty ol a0 saay
to us an eas

 to the anake, that simply bides A

me, and at the right reaches

 Baltimore pl!lgg:}l"golls

ke ouly u'r:r-:u' ]
A

up and oaptures it.

Minard’s Liniment cures garget in cows. |

soon ded that which had gone.
e

— Mrs. L. E. Snow, Matron Infants’
Home, Halifax, writes: “Puttner’s
Emulsion has proved valusble in all
cases of pulmonary complaints, for
b up the system ol
ones. often ask for it.”

— Tired, languid people who lack

our ﬂtﬂo“

Headquarters for School Books, Sheet Music and Music Books.

A. A AYER, =

AMES WHITHAM.

Ask FOR WHITHAM'S SHOES
ALL BEST RETAILERS KEEP THEM

TAKE NO OTHERS

Jook. them, may thing . Stampe
T iatvom ensire what lun%n“-u-:y—--.m
SEp— ; A“—!.Iﬂ‘rm'”l P. 0. Boa 508, Bt. Jobm, N. B.
Baferense—The Massumons Axn

energy and &) te shou!d take Bur-
dock Blood hl::l!hobutﬁn‘h
strengthener and fier extant.




