Mr. Richardson,a leeral
ful Speech ‘Contended M*&o w

tion shouﬂ ‘not be W—Ir.
Unusuaily Excited.

OTTAWA, Ma.y 17.——'Kon. Mr. Field-
ing introduced -today two bills of’
some importance. One is called “An
act to amend the aets respecting In-
terest.” It, ;:rovldeu that the rate of
interest, where-it iz mnwmy con-

fi

rate on M.m‘ds ‘at
The house resumed. the discusslon of
Mr. Borden’s motion.

| MR. McCLURE,

who was the first speaker, ¥aade the
refreshing statemnent that the investi-
gation begun last year had completed
its work, and that no suspicion of
wrong had been attached to a single
officer. He gave Pritchett a terrible
tongue-lashing znd devoted some time
to accusations of corruption against
the tcry party, and especially against
the late ILieut. Governor McLellan.
He ingisted that it was not the busi-
ness of parliament to convict and pun-
ish criminals, and announced that he
would vote against the motion.

MR. DAVIN

brought back the discussion to the
events of last year, when Sir Wilfrid
made his speech about “the sanctity of
the ballot,”” and. the sacred right of the
electors. Sir Wilfrid was now facing
in the opposite direction.” It was not
the sancity of‘the ballot, but the sanc-
tity ‘of the ballot ‘stuffer in which the
government was now interested. It
had been established since last ses-
sion that an organized gang of ban-
dits had controlled the elections. Sir
Wilfrid probably did not know that
last yesr, when he proposed to inves-
tigate.
him since and told him that this en-
quiry would never do? Did they 'tell
him that if he etruck at corruption he
would strike a paricidal blow at the
author of his own political being? Mr.
Davin quoted the eulogies of the gov-
ernment press, which applauded Lau-
rier's manly course last year. The
press had now to commend the gov-
ernment for taking the opposite
course and burking the investigation.
It secmed to be true enough that
Pritclett was a ruffian. He would not
have been fit for the work the gov-
ernment had for him-to do if he had
been anything else. He was o. fit as-
sociate for Smith, Vance, Preston, ©’-
Gorman and the rest. Mr. Davin read
a new affidavit of Pritchett, describ-
ing his operations in the South On-
tario eléction on behalf of the Ontario
minister of ' agriculture, when ‘fhe
bought wvotes, and gave instruction in
“ballot slipping,” “ballot switching,”
and “ballot gpoiling.” Mr. I'avin de-
scribed the scene of operations as an
eel hole where the creatures were twis-
ted together, and wkere now sticks up
the Lcad of Vance, and now the head
of Farr, and now the head of Preston,
and now the head of the postimaster
general; now that of Pritchett and now
the ca'm: brow of the Hon. Jim Suth-
erland.
MR. FRASER

began by stating that Mr. Gass of
Moose Jaw, who had been turned out
of the postmastership, had bought
votes for Mr. Davin at Wood Moun-
tain, and went on to argue that there
was nothing more to investigate in
West Huron. He pointed out that
Pritchett’s affidavits were made in the
states and promised that if similar
statements were made by him in this
country Mr. Fraser would resign his
seat if half a dozen of the persons he
acrcused did not prosecute him.

Mr. Bennett asked Mr. Fraser if he
did not know that Pritchett had
ssworn io similar statements in St
Thkomas, Ont, and could be prose-
cuted.

Mr, Fraser said this testimony re-
lated to the provincial election.

Mr. Bennett said that they implica-
ted the same persons.

Six o’clock.

Mr. Fraser clogsed with the promise
that if Pritchett would make in Can-
ada the affidavits he made in Detroit
he would be behind prison bars before
twenty-four hours. !

CLARKE WALLACE

began by suyving he had no conlidence
in Mr. Fraser's undertaking. Only
last year his leader had promised a
full investigation of this very case.
This prcmise  was - already broken.
This was a case of conspiracy to rob
the pecple of their rights, and the or-
ganization rcached all the way from
the lowest criminals to the premier
himself. The prime minister had
pledged his sacred honor that this in-
vestigation should be carried through,
and s0 lcrg as the danger was coniined
to the lower instruments it went on.
But when the heads of -ministers
themeselves were in danger then ' the
inquiry Frad to stop. Pritchett was a
great Inventor. He discovered new
methods of stealing votes. Inventors
usually associate themselves with cap-
italists. The postmaster general was
reputed to be a capitalist. Did he as-
sist Pritchett in floating his scheme?
If so, did he use his own money?
There were three grades of operators
in the gang. Pritchett, Bole Sullivan
and their like were one closs. Preston
and Smith, the paid organizer, were
the middle class. ‘Then there were
the employes and paymasters, the men
for whose benefit the -crimes - were
committed. These higher class ‘were

‘,\m)mmmqmm

Had his cclleagues come tof{

would -
desir

g & ere was i
\.in'saying that the tories

: wﬁtea:sbaduthenberals. He had

~done all he could to expose and punish
‘the election frauds of torles in

m& and he did not propose

‘differently with c¢rimes com-
in the interests of the liberals.
mmm in: tht:oba.hnxlaekedthe
‘Laurier government. ‘to furnish money
%o carry on the Mamitoba prosecution,
amd the premier had consented. He
had done right in paying twenty thou-
sand dollars toward the prosecution of
these persomns, wﬂ ‘was equally bound
‘o promoab& ‘this enquiry. He (Rickl,l-

“Now,” said Mr. Richardson,
“it is flying in the face of reason,
honesty and decency to ask me to say
that these ‘were homest ballots, and I
absolutely refuse to do it.” Mr. Rich-
ardson understood that when the gov-
ernment decided not to allow this in-*
vestigation to go on, the premier did

not know about the Pritchett affi-

davits. ‘The opposition for tactical
purposes had kept them back.: The
production of these evidences made
the case stromger, so that it became
more mecessary to carry forward this
enquiry. But if the premier would
state that he would issue a commis- .
sion to. the Queen’s bench judges to.
investigate this matter, and will al-
iow the opposition to select one lawyer
wihile the government selects the
other, parliament to pay the whole
cost, he would be willing to vote down
Mr. Bordem’s motion. Otherwise he

-would have to support it.

. Mr. Richardsom’s speech was re-
celved in . blank silence by his own

party,

Mr. Cowan, liberal, of Bssex, fol-
He, denounced Pritchett, the
snen whio induced fiim to make the
affidavits and the tory party general-

dy, with some scarastic reference to

Mr. Richardson.

Mr. Cowan spoké neanly three hours,’
and after some remarks by Craig, con-
servative, Mr. Foster spoke, with a
brief reference to the charges made by
the government against the conserva-
tives. Mr, ¥Foster addressed. the pre-
mier, telling him that if he would issue
& commission to enquire into every one
of these matters with a view of pun-
ighing all persons guilty of fraud in
elections, the whole opposition party
would support #t. Ten months cgo
Laurier vigorously declared « that it
was the duty of the house to enquire
into this matter, and that all wrong-
doers should be pumished. The action
of the government was unexpected to
those who heard the premier last
year, unexpected by the country, and
he believed unlooked for by the gang
of outlaws, who 'never could have
hoped that the premier of Canada
would come to their relief. The an-
swer of the government will rejoice
the hearts of the orgamized criminals
and bring shame to honest men.

MR. BLAIR UNUSUALLY EXCITED.

OTTAWA, May 17.—In the railway
committee this morning Mr. Blair ex-
prlained his hill to amend the railway
act which had been referred to that
committee. It is a measure of great
importance. It provides that the rail-
way committee of the government may
in case of any railway, subject to
legislative authority of the dominiomn
and subsidized by parliament, direct
the company to maintain and operate
a station at any point where the com-
mittee shall order it with concurrence
of the government. The same power
is given over railways not under fed- -
eral authority but subsidized by the
government. The act also provides
that on all roads subject to the legis-
lative authority of the dominion the
railway committee may make rules
and regulations which shall supercede
all rules made by the company so far
as they differ therefrom, and that the
committee may appoint competent
persons to advise and assist the com-
mittee in preparing and revising such
rules. ‘Another clause provides that if
any
wholly within a province, which has
received a provincial subsidy, fails 1o
comply with the terms of the charter
as to the time of completing the road,
or ceases for ten days to operate said
road, the government of the province
on the report of its own railway com-
mittee may cause the railway road bed
and rolling stock and equipment to be
sequgstered and sold.

This last cause has effect only with
respect to such railways as are desig-
nated by proclamation of the goveraor
general, and shall cease to have effect
on such day as may be proclaimed. |

After explanations by Mr. Blair, who
said that the bil would apply to the
C. P. R, Grand Trunk and several
other roads mentioned and to all lines
connecting with or crossing them, © !

Sir Charles Tupper said that the bill
seemed to him to give the govern-
ment absolute control over the rail-|
ways, He thought that the eommittee
should have a full understanding of
the matter before-taking such import-
ant action, and suggested that repre- |
sentatives of these imiportant rail-
ways, who were in attendance, chould
be heard from as to the effests of the.
measure.

Mr. Blair got unusually excited and
said that Sir Charles Tupper had made
himself the mouthpiece of the railway
companies.

Sir Charles remindad Mr. Blair that
the power of ragulating rallways now
posseseed by the government had been
obtained by iegislation propasad by
8ir Charles himeelf. Hé 1id unot pro-
pcse to reply further to Blair’s impu-
tations, but dAid desire to Lnow what
the effect of the measure would be.

‘the men who now block the investi-

Judge Clark, solicitor of the C. P. R.. | °

thﬂ matter of the

. ate grgum
 that the law.

easily sae‘l:h&t the dfsputedoues were

company operating a MMy~that the opposition would support the ap-

! und the attempt to get a definite and dlst.lnct

. vote. The house adjourned at 6.20 a. m.

.session of banks,

uwmtm seu-"
ator: Power urzed ﬁe ;ﬁnpme ot
speed.

OTTAWA, m —-tt
S

renchc&
offer some subst!
tion re t
Was no 1 h
ﬁie‘ g or - after Sir Lo

Davies Solieitor ‘General  Fitzpatrick
had spoien Sir Lan!l, who spoke on Tues-

Y an rate ‘argument to prove
there' was noth to’ investigate, and that
it the charges called tor action of any kind
the ordinary courts of the country provided
the necessary remedy. The sollcltor general
. arrived at the conclusion, as stated by him:
self, ““Thats to have an enquiry under the
circumsta.nces of the case, in view of all that :
has taken place, is perfectly unjusti

r. Russell concluded his long and
ent with the summary

tained that there was fo
treatment th&n ufl courts
ordinary criminal tribunal afforded.
all these. speakers made light of the
matter, while Dr. Russell made out
the charges of ballot stuffing and
stealing had been actually disproved.

The arguments would certainly not. have
bteen made if the. speakers had foreseen the
change of attitude on the part of the pre-
mier, or if they had dreamed of the admis-
sions whizh he would make. 1f the premier
had foreseen his own_ action he woula not
have permitted his colleagues and support-
ers to treat the charges and disclosures as
if they were ma‘ters of no consequence.

After all the ridicule which the govern-
ment orators heaped upon the Pritchett
affidavits and other eviderce and allegations,
he came forward at four o’clock on' the
_morning after the fourth day of the discus-
sion with the following important statement:

Looking at the unforturate Trecord we
bave had for “zome years, especially during
the last year or so in this  country, oae
must come to'the conclusion that there han
teen for years prevalent in this country a
system of ballot manipulating 'and of tam-
pering with the sacred rights of the people.
I do not say that it did not exist in West
Huron c¢r Brockville. It is undeniable today
that we have it in the coufts and in the very
air of the country: ere his been: preva-
lent in certain sections ot the country a 3ys- L
tem, deep and systematic, carried on for
years, of tampering with ithe ballot, of pre-
venting the will of the people from being
expressed at the polls as it exists in their:
ov-n hearts and in their own minds. If that p

be the case, something must be done, be-
cause the case is higher than that which has
Leen brought to the attention of the house [
The evil is geheral and" calls for the action
of the government and of parliament. Some
investigations must take place, deep, search-
ing, complete, penegtrating everywhere, so as
to ferret' out the: evil, to search out the
criminal, and it legislation be necessary, to
upish them, and to punish them adequately.
If 1 understand aright the language of Mr.
' Foster, he is 'disposed to agree with us that
there shouid be an enquiry, full and com-
plete, taking West Huron if need be, taking
Brockville 1if need be, taking every other
place in which these offences have been
committted. If we agree on this it is..setw
tled; the government is ready to do iis

be a judicial enquiry of fullest chara
and this is the policy which I have to &
to friends of the government and to
ents of the government as well.

We must have, at an early date,
diately, a tribunil composed of .the °
judges of the land, so as to have the fu
the most complete, the most searchingx.
quiry into all that we know, into all | 1
has come to. the attention of the house, of

the press and of the courts, and into what i

banking and

~,, )

3 view
of the ‘great power. given to the cura-

' tor, he shonld give adeguate
_ Hon. Mr. Fielding sald he

: the second reading to have the
matter referred to the committee of
;commerce, ,

it i ot “’“21‘:3

Ta08!
Innes, M. P. for Na.naitgo, B. C.

. After private bkla -and que
Hon. Mr. Fielding's bill reduc

bill, (were read a second fhme, rassed
in committee and read a third. time.

@ghe house was occupied.a large part

s afternoon and ‘all’theevening:

e bill respecting grain. trade

anals:  This is a government: 1 o‘v Ll
with the er no.gcmmﬂsoqﬁinbpecion b:y t.heg em i

¢ by raiflways at local points.

matter of great Anterest  to
m(mbers ‘who are not satis-
the measure as it stands.

PRW A, May 22.—A pleasant epi-
sode marked the cponing moments of

the session today A magnificent vase

of roses’ had been placed on the desk
before Sir Charles Tupper’'s seat. A
note explained that it was a tribute
to the opposition leader from his sup-
porters in recogrition ‘of the fact that
he had reached the forty-fifth anni-
vensary of his first eleetion to ‘fthe
Nova Scotia legislature.

‘Wihen Sir Charles entered the cham-

ber the members on his own side rose

to their feet and greeted him with

enthusiastic eheers, in which the 1ib-
erals joined. ;
The yeteran statesman . was vmsibly

aﬂeabed by this demonstration of de-

wvotion.

« “Mr. . Speaker,””. he said, his voice
tremulous with emotion, “I am going
to-ask the kind indulgence of . the
house to say a dingle word in mefer-
ence to the kind manner in which I
| have been received here today by both
| sides. I need mot eay, sir, how deep-

ly I have been touched by the kind |

manmer in which fhy friends on 'this
“side of the house have marked the
completion of the forty-fifth year of
my public life. And not less so by
the very generous manner in ‘which
i the same spirit has been evinced by
the hon. gentlemen to whom I am
opposed politically. I may w®ay, sir,
that I was elected to represent my
native county, the coumty of Cumber-

(MmdssNova Scotia, on the 22nd- day

: Ay, 1855, so that today is the com-
Now a tribunal must do this work. It w. *

of 45 years of continuous pub-
.. During that period I have
engazed in the active practice of

Mca.l profession for 29 years,

h@ve had the good, or bad, for-
). old the highest offices in my
ince and in the Dominion
of Ma. for 28 years; and I think al-
Mevery person will agree that un-

also has not yet come to the attention ©f 'lesls I was a great glutton of office and

the public; ferret out that system, to ex-
pese it and to eradicate it forever from this
land of ours.

"his statement so opposed = the declara-
tions of the other two members of the gov-
ernment, and of tke members in its confi-
dence, as to show that it was a conclusion
of the last hour. Everythiug points to the
conclusion that Richardson’s speech was: the
turning poivt. This speech was delivered
shortly before midnight, and made a ‘pro-
found sensation on his own side. It was
a direct and embarrassing appeal of a liberal
to his fellow liberals, begging them to aban-
don hypccritical preterces and shifty eva-
sions and to cease from protecting criminals,
even though their crimes were committed 1n
the interests of their party. The member
for Lisgar was the only liberal who ad-
dressed the hcuse in that sense, but his
speech created a disturbance. Three or four
other members intimated to the leader that
after this break was made it was now im-
possible for them to whitewash the machine.
It is believed that a telegram was received
from a leading liberal journal announcing
that the government would not be supported
in suppressing investigation.

The Pritchett affidavits, giving such exact
details of time, place, manner of frauds,
with names of a score of persons and par-
ticvlars of the share assigned to each, with
the price paid to each, have created a tre-
mcendous sensaticn iu Ontario. The ' most
important persons accused have not contra-
dicted the affidavits.

The ominous silence of most of the others,
and ~the fact now admitted that Pritchett
certainly was concerned in the two elections,
have produced much uneasiness.

Sir Wilfrid was forced to find some way
cut. He took his hint from the offer of Mr.
Fecster and the proposition of Mr. Richard-
son. The liberal member said that if the
premier would agree to appoint a commis-
sion of judges, with certain other guaran-
tees of good faith, he would vote with the
government.

Mr. Foster had assured the government

pointment of such a commission if the gav-
ernigent would give it sufficient scope and
take measures to make the enquiry full and
effectiva,

Teking advantage of these propomtions
the premier cut the ground away from under
the orators on his own side by ' admitting
the existeace of the machine, and agreeing
t0 a judicial- investigation.

Sir Charles Tupper was perhaps a little
premature - in announcing, as -he did, thet |
the coon had come down. It was soon found
that the coon had only promised to descend,

statement that the enquiry would begin at
once, and that ‘it would take up the Huron

and ‘Brockville cases straightway, was not’
successful. For that reason the house was
divided.

It was six o’clock when the house divided
on Mr. Borden's amendment to supply for
a reference of the Brockiille and West Huron
election cases to a committee. - The amend-
ruent was lost by 43 to 86 against. a major-
ity of 42 for the government. It was a party

OTTAWA, May 18.—After the all ni
sitting the house took things easy todil;-t
Committees: did not sit this foremoon and
the house did not sit this evening.

NOTES.

Judge McLeod, Dr. Stockton, Q. C., H
g. A. ucﬁeo;‘vn,P PO :nspecmrQConer :x:ld
r. Carvi of Woods
New Brunswick today. g i
Mr. Mills, M. P.

tor Al
St. John -today. gy

left for

OTTAWA, May 21.—Hon. Mr. Field-
{ ing introduced a bil amending  the
' bank act. This bill extends bank - ‘har-
ters for ten years from their expiring
next year. It provides for the further
investization of sharehelders into
directors’ statements. It prohibits the
issue of notes after suspension, gives
the right to banks to lend monsy on
standing timber, products of the quarry
and on letters of credit. Ainong the
changes proposed is one dealing with |
the sale of lands which come mto pos-
another requiring
{ banks to make a return of urpresented

period which is to come.”

of the“emoluments arising from it, I

opght to be abundantly satisfied with ;

the past. . I can only say that if I
were hailf as polite a person as the
eminent Lord Chesterfield, who apolo-
gized to those who had been detained
for some time standing arpund his
bedside to see him

stage of political life so long.

that period should be very much lon-

,ger continuad, but I am  afraid I
shail have to remain at all events until |

the ‘electorate of the country shall

decide which of the two great parties

who .are now contending for powex in
this country are to enjoy it during the
(Cheers.)
SIR WILFRID

arose in a ismiling and gracious mood.
He said: I am sure, Mr. Speaker,
although I have no right to speak in
this house except for ome side of it,
that on this occasion I voice the senti-
ments not only of thosa who are here
present, but of the whole Camnadian
people when I express the tleasure
that we.are able to see this day, and
to. congratulate my hon. friend, ‘the
leader of the opposition, upon the

completion of the foriy-fifth year of

his public service to his country. It
is one of the hiessings of political life
that it is possible some times to forget
that we are divided in opinion. It is

one of the redeeming features of pub- |

lic life that though our fdghts are keen

and sometimes bitter, still after all we

can realize that bemeath, or I should i
say, above, there are mnobler senti-
ments that guide us. I do ot share
the views of my homorable friend on
many questions.. Those who are as-
sociated with me have taken issue
with him upon mamy questions of pub-
lic interest, but I am proud and glad
to bear this testimony to the public
career of my homorab}e friend, that al-
though I might take exception to {t
in many ways, it will lwve, afd live
for the best in the history of Canada.
(Cheers.) It has been his good for-
tune to have been associated with the
great event which brought Canada to
the proud position it now occupies,
which brought it from the condition of
scattered provinces to that of a Unit-
ed Nation. For my party I hail with
pleasure the annourcement that my
honorable friend is to lead his.party
at the next election, and I do 8o not
by any means because we minimize
his influence. On the contrary, I am
fully comscious of the great power
which his strong persomality must ex-
erc¢ise on the electors of Canada, but
I do it all the more sincerely because,

3&8@&] in the justice of the cause’
e represent, I am convinced that not-

withstanding all his efforts he will
still remain where he is, long to adorn
the Canadian pariianent. (Laughter

The speeches owver, several members
from the government side, among
them Hon. Mr. Blair, crossed the floor
to add their personal congratulations

and lberal cheers.)

{ to the opposition.

MR. FOSTER ;
brought up the matter of the govern-

ifhe.
smtutory rate of interest to five per '
,cent. and to expropriation zct, which
is the complement of the preceding.

expire, I would !
make an apology for lagging on the !
Ican
only say that it is not my desire that ;

‘ ot the afternoon to the grain eleﬂvafoa'

Ontario : memberé

H Some of the

“to purchasers. Particular o-bjectlon
was taken to the clause providing for
inspestion at the pért of  shipment,
Some members holding that it would
be impossible to inspect withouyt re-
moving a large number of apples frofm
the barrels, and that they would no*
be properly reipacked. ’

Mr. Kanlback was in favor of com=

his cwn name on the barrel, but on the
i grade of the fruit he did1 not lavor

men

RSO

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

The supplementary cstimates for the:

! current fiscai year were brought down
late tonight. "The total amount to be
voted is $2,£89,889, of which $1,335,562 is
chargeable to capital, $2 ,021,160 to in-
come and $160,000 to the war in South
Afiica. Scssional ' indemnities are
voted to Senators Reesor and Sullivan.
Col. Hughes, M. P., Mr. Ledue, M. P.,
and the families of the late Messrs.
Bertram and Haley.

$125,000 is voted for the annual drilt
camps, $160,006 to defray expenses of
the Halifax regiment, $900,000 for the I.
C! R., chargeable to income, and $355,-
131 to capital, $1,355,449 to 'the St. Law-
rence canal system, $30,000 for binder
twine requisites at Kingston peniten-
tiary, $75,000 for immigration, $30,900
additicnal for the Paris exposition and
$12,000 additional for quarantine.

A vote of $9,000 iz asked for the pro-
secutions in the 'Ville Marie bank
cases; $v64,474 additional for adminis-
tration of the Yukon; $34,%15 additional
is reguired for customs, iand $25,000 for
«the fishery service.

NOTES.
Mr. Bell of Pictou, Sir Charles Hib-
"bert Tupper and N. Clarke Wallace
left today for Pictou county.
Lieutenant J.W. Lawlor of Newcastle,

of the field artillery division at the an-
nual training at Des:ronto, Ont in
June and July.

The Eleventh Infantry brigade will

form camp at Sussex, N, B., 11th to
22nd - September; also, 8th Hussars,
10th and 12th Field Batteries, Brighton
Bngineers, and 67th, 7lst,
Regiments.
;  ©Captain. Murray MacLaren is at-
tached to 62nd Regiment as medical
officer for annual drill, in absence of
Surgeon Major Walker.

A Ymited number of N. C. officers
of city corps qualified to instruct will
be employed for duty at the approach-
ing camp¥ of instruction, owing (o
large number of instructors absent.
Applicants will be received tnrough
the proper channels. Pay is as feol-
lows: First class instructors, 50 cents

class, 30 cents, all in addition to regu-
lar pay of this rank.

take the Queen’s birthday as a holi-

day be included in the holiday and

the house take rest till Monday, so;

that zr-embers living as ea
could go 'home.

i Mr. Davin thought a good way to!
Lkonor the Queen was to imitate her
indusiry. :

The holiday will be limited to one
day.

Mr. Muleck informed Hon, Mr. Fos-
ter that Samuel McCready had ceased
to be pestmaster at Norton in  conse-
quence of the removal of the office to
the railway station.

The order of business today was the
criminal code.

Mr. Davin moved an amendment to
provide that no play should be  pro-
duced in a Canadian theatr2 without
a license secured after examination of
the play by a public censor. lle ex-
plained that this was required in
England and was asked for by the
‘Woman’s Council—Th= amendment
was negatived.

Mr.. Charlton. moved .an amendment
making the age of consent eighteen
years. C

Bir Wilfrid objectéd to’this, ifend-
, ment, ‘not, as he sald, because he was
cpposed to the principle, but because
he, feared it would! imperil the  bill
when gsent back to the senate.

The amendment was rejected, as was
anothér by Mr. Charlton, who asked
that the words *if' previously chaste
characters,” be struck out.

IN THE EVENING
the house went into ;supply, taking up
the fisheries.
Mr. Foster wanted to know how the
matter stood respezting the jurisdic-

tion and owrership. of coast and in-
Iand fisheries. " The confusion as 'to

to be most inconvenient. _

Sir Louis Davies admitted that af-
fairs were unsatisfactory: The su-
preme ccurt had decidéd that the
ownership of inland fisheries belonged
to the local governments and the cen-
tral government had the right to fix
ihe close seasch. Federal licenses for
fishing 'were invalid ‘and the federal
government had withdrawn most ' ‘of
the overseers and other inland fish-
ing officers. The most serious . difli-
culty had erisen over the ownership
of ccast fisberies within the three-mile
limit. For a long time the govern-
ment of Cenada kad been. trying to
get ‘a case made up to appeal to the
privy council. Thé Quebec govern-
ment claimed that the province owned
the bed of the ccean as far as the
‘three-mile Hmit.

Mr. Powell-What about the
bora ?: :

-8ir Louis Davies said it was admit-
ted that the dominion had jurisdiction
over harbor fisheries and out of this
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question had grown :the guestion whe-
ther provinecial governments had the
right to claim the fishery award. 1t
was agreed to refer this matter with
the rest to the privy courcil. New
Erunswick and Prince Edward Island
had given formal notice that they in-
tended to claim this award. Mean-
while the provinces agreed that the
dominion  would continue to exercise
jurisdiction cover coast waters. This
did rot apply to the oyster fisheries,
which were conceded to belong to the
provinces. < The Msanitoba fisherics be-
long to the deminion by virtue of the
ccntracts for the  -purchase of the
territory. ' fir Louis Davies said ther2
was some discussion’ over the question
of ithe rrovinces transferring to the
dominicn its property and jurisdiction
in the ccast fisheries, but it was deem-
ed advisable to ascertain first the ex-
tent of the respective rights.

Mr. Powell hoped that the matter
would soon be settled, as at present it
was impossible to adjust many ques-
tions of private rights that were con-
tinually rising.

8ir Louls Davies sald the provinces
wanted the dominion to defray the ex-
penses of fishery protection and desired
i to get the revenues for themselves.

Mr. Foster wanted to know whether
the dominion intended to keep the fish
hatcheriges in Ontario, where the pro-
vincial government was claiming aill
thie fish and all the revenue.

Sir Louis Davies said the govern-
‘ ment did not see its way clear tc give
‘them up.

{  Mr. Foster did not advise that, but
! considered that it was a case for finan-
cial adjustment.

Mr. Kaulback suggested that some
compact might be made at once by
which the federal government might
acquire all rights connected with the
fishing water of the maritime prov-
inces. It was important that the
wiork of fish propegation should be
more vigorously carried forward than
: in tke past, and the dominion govern-
i ment was evidently the authority to
, take it up.

1

i  Mr. Powell spoke of the lobster fish-
; eries and of the. importance of pre-
{ serving them. At present he feared
! that the regulations were utterly dis-
. regarded. This was in part due to the
fact that the present government had
! turmed out a number of competent
;iand conscientious offieers and appoint-

ed others under whom it was reported
i'that more lobsters were taken out of

season than in season. The leading
;opefna.tors obeyed the law, but there
| appeared to be no watch kept on
small producers.

Sir I.ouis Davies said Mr. Powell
was the only man in New RBrunswick
who thought the administration was
lax. The law was never so rigidly ad-
minstered as now. He had seized and
destroyed thiousands of dollars worth
of property. This was the first com-
| plaint he had heard that the law was
: not carried out.

Mr. Powell said 'thiat the inspectors
doubtless did their duty, but local offi-
cers did not -do theirs. Mr. Powell ie-
ferred to the Shediac oyster bed,
‘which had been cultivated by the late
government and had just began to be
productive when the present govern-
ment came into power. The excellent
cfficer then in charge was dismiss2d,
and ur.der his successor the bed had
been left at the mercy of poachers
until it had beem practically destroyed.

Mr. Bell (P. E. I.) said the govern-
ment was if anything tgo rigid in the
enforeement of the law, but he agreed
withi Mir. Powell as to the destruction
of the Shediac oyster bed.

Mr. Macdonald (P. E. I) did no!
agree'that the enforeement was 100
rigid, or that it would be. He feared
that the tobster fishery was disappear-
ing.

Mr. McAllister reported the enforcs-
ment good. in Restigouche.

Mr. MclLellan of Inverness, C. bB.
did mot believe that one hundred lob-
sters had been poached out of season
fin his county for .years.

Mr. Powell said the root of the
‘trouble in Westmorland was that the
season terminatedi before fishing 1131
fairly begun .and betome it was close
Laeross the Bay.

Mr. Kaulbach did ndt see why on tiie
west shore of Halifax and south of
Hialifax six inch lobsters were found.
while east of Ha.!i.ta.x the limit was
eight inches.

Sir Louls Davies expla.ined that the
department proposed to build three
new hatcheries, one for salmon and
one for lobsters at Gaspe, and two it
British Columbia. Asked about the
lobster hateheries, Sir Louis thought
tbat the. gne at Pictou had been use-
ful, though absolute proof was impos-
sible.,

| Mr. Ellis thought it was doubtful if
ﬁheldbaﬁgr fisheries could be preser‘»e‘l
or renewed. by hatcheries. The only
way to do it was to stop fishing for two
for .three years in one locality at 2
time. He suggested to Sir Louis Davies
to begin with Prince Bdward Island.
It was useless to say that in any npace
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