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By an Overwhelming Majority of the Members of the Legislative 
Assembly—Complete Collapse of Bridge Charges—They Had Been 

Made as an Election Dodge in the Provincial Contest 
and in the Interest of Upper Province Concerns.і

і. The Charges Revived With the Hope That They Might Cut Some Figure in the Coming
Dominion Campaign—The Opposition Built Entirely Upon Misrepre­

sentation, Falsehood and Slander.

How the Truth Hgfd to Be Dragged From a Prejudiced Witness—Positive Evidence that New Brunswick Made
Bridges Are Superior to and Cost Less Than Those Made In Quebec or Ontario.

were referred the ehargee made by Mr. J. mat eoapaJgn and tlte object leeeon which У oar examination of the brtds# her yodr
lAouclaa Maxra, a member tor the county of they held before the country wax principally
sunovry, acalnat the Hen. Henry R. Bonner- this, that in comparleon with the coet of 

premier and attorney general, on the the railway bridgea of the country the cent
of the highway brtdgee built under the 
chief commleeioner were greenly eaceeeive,
not only two but three and tourSlmee what M.-fe that amount correct?’ A.—I would 

made the order of the day for Monday. , wae paid for thoee railway bridgea, and not be nt all aurprleed it there were 1*660
preeented to the people of the country eema- Pound, of beeene la the bridge,
thing which the ordinary lay mind would 4 —And the price would he UMit at
be very much impreeaed with. It wee, I am Monotont A —1 couldn't tail you. ’ 
ready to admK. something which impreeaed 4 —Were there not In one epan of thdt
me, having only a ley mind and with no bridge 1Т.66Г panada of rhea note going eeer 
technical efcill to Judge thle queeUon-4 look- J5 pounde to the lineal rnrdf A.-Ï wouldn't He shows that Roy was SO favorable ! ct “Я” « a matter of very grave «at M « all surprised if there were.

' serious Import, and I very readily under­
stand how In the excited condition of the 
peopla on that charge the people of the 

country were led to believe there wee very 
grave maladministration an the pert of the 
government, tad at one time It threatened 
to dethrone the administration.

under these circumstances, and after the Moncton he 1160 per hundred pounds ? A.— 
honorable gentlemen had extracted the ete- 1 couldn’t toll you ns tn that, 
ment of personal dishonesty on the pert of
the chief commleeioner, we come to the ,e|ch were under S$ pounds par lineal yard,
present aeeelon of ItOO, when the charges ond upon which a duty at 17 par ton ha*

Kredericton, April In the legislature tn- In their essence are repented In file lagls- to be paid, would not that coat nt Moactnh 
any Mr. Mott made his motion : Resolved that leture end the committee Is freely greeted •• 1*7 82.0446 per hundred pounds T A.—I
this House do concur lothe art of the by the House. No limite or qualifications could net tell you.

ah Le arrangement wae «une to whereby be xpeciel committee to whom v, a referred ere set upon the grant of that committee. У-Thle le all hefere one deUWe worth
wee paid 61.2)0 for the centre trues open the chargee made by J. Г >uglae Haxen, a a was granted according to tha prayer of I °f labor wee put on ttt А,—I could not tall
of 64 feet, completely erected, end was 1 member for the county of bu bury, against the petition, ns It were, presented by the 1 f°u anything about tha prinaa of the metal
allowed for the extra steel end other the Hon. Henry R. Emmerxon, premier end honorable gentleman,
material on hand, which became the prop- attorney general, on the 12th day of March
erty of the government. Meet ef the metal 
left over was subsequently need by Mr.
Kaddock In the Trueman’s Pond bridge, 
when he was charged with it nt exactly the 

price as tha^ at which he. had bans paid

‘’Per the Salisbury bridge the tenders |
were:

•’UoaslBiOD Bridge Company, 63600; Can­
adian Bridge Company. 66.113.

-Mr.Emerxoa says that Mr.Halnea.who la. 
as the evidence shows, a practical mao, of 
ability ef n very high order, gave him the 
estimated weights of tbeae bridges as fol­
lows, at the 
measurements which he had made he had 
round that the Iron had been railed lighter 
than specified. Taking, however, the esti­
mated wights which are as follows:

"Hampton bridge. 166.622 pounds. Sussex 
bridge. 62,606 pounds. Salisbury bridge, 66,-

"The committee deem It proper Is this 
connection to refer to the three bridges, 
namely. Mill Cove, Truemans Pond and 
two spans of the Blackvllle bridge, built 
by Mr. Ruddock, of Chatham, and In respect 
to which the charge la made that the prices 
paid were excessive.

"The Mill Cove bridge, at originally con­
tracted for, was a long structure; having 
a span of 64 feet across the channel, and 
approaches te be made of the steel bents, 
the total length being upwards of 600 feet, 
Mr. Ruddock bad tendered for the steel su­
perstructure, put hit tender wee consid­
ered to be too high end after an estimate 
of actual cost bad been made up by the 
chief engineer ef the department at 68.837, 
Mr. Rudock w 
amount. After be bed begun the construc­
tion of the bridge and had all the materiel 
on head it was, on the advice of the chief 
engineer, decided not te utilise the steel bents 
for the approaches, but to make a solid em­
bankment end roadway, so that only the 
truss span over the channel was utilised. 
Your
Vision to make the alteration was a Judicious 
one and In the public Internet. The con­
trast with Mr. Ruddock being thereby necee-

Ie the Legislative 1 mruitllj Saturday, I way have tn helped to sustain the charges 
Aped 7th, Chairman CnrveU submitted the ho ««Id have been called on Mr. Helen s
report from the Titr-e. appointed to I “ehoH- 11 w w,u he. end the committee rrpun, ІГОШ use cnsunuivee eppvHivcu vu I Urr s rlckt 1Mame that It Mr. Archi­

bald's testimony would In any wsy have 
neiped te sustain the chargee he would have

■ matter containing about 275ДМ ^ ^Hd°*Uic "coi^'h^/ гі'еьГго

І ГМ»
MM

didn’t
toll hew many pounds of hesms wars 
In one span ef that bridge? A.-f 
така an estimate of the bridge and asMM
tell yen.

12th day of March last past, and submitted 
on the 7th day of April instant.”

By unanimous consent this motion wae
pages of type- I

assume that after witnesses called In aup- 
Thr report of the committee « ns fob port of charges had admitted on cross-ex-

enti nation that it would be unfair to aashe a

time stating that from

кип: MR. MOTT MAKES HIS MOTION.“Поїте of Aeeemtiy. April 7. 1900.
«Ні. o___ і_______ і al. t ж of the coet of 

upon highway bridges rdstive- 
would, generallyяе»Ь1у of New Brunswick: ly to weight, the f

■ ■ , .М1 , , «peaking, neceaaarily coat at least double 646 pounds, and sasuruing the estimated
WOe certain charge* preiefrea oy eut p,r what the latter would coat. It . weight to be correct, it would moke the price
IsMM. A ™M™er of the amembly, against escided. In the exercise of an nppdr- і per pound of the verioua tenders for bridges
the Honorable Henry B- Emmeraon begs estiy wise discretion, not to place Mr. Archi- completed rady for tragic as follows; 
to submit the following report: bald upon the stand.

‘TV appointed to inveMi- У.-Would net the price at Meeeto# bn 
61.6416 before any work ef monufeeUrihg 
woe put on M all? A —I couldn’t tell you.

У —Could you tell me ns to whetker or 
not there were 61,677 pounds of bur inn 
“•* '» one apoaf A.-f could not 

У —Would net n fair prion far that it

to the Opposition that any Evi­
dence Against that Party View 
Had to be Dragged Out of him— 
A Splendid Presentation of the 
Case.

given the contract for this

completed ready for traffic as follows:!. "Hampton bridge:held its first meeting 
on the 13th der of March lost past. On
thin day and subsequently Subpoenas were The witness, who actually testified on 

at tv request of Mr. Hum to the Mr. Unice s behalf were Mr. A R. Wet- I 
: A. JL Wetmore, T. B.

Winslow, George F. Swain, R. Maitland Public works of the province. Prof. George 
Boy, Joshua Peter., Alfred E. Peters, *•- Swain, of Boston. Mr. R. Maitland Roy.
John Stewart, ' Alfred Haines, Martin «Xinser of the Hamilton Bridge Company,
Уу^міУ Ї “w“wr«ri
Phelps Johnson and" Wiitiam E. Brown.’
TV names of tV witneseea who were cell­
ed and (tve evidence on behalf of Mr.
Hum will V found stated below.

“Altboewh Mr. ArehiVId tad Mr.Hainet
Ith present end remained in attend- The evidence of these witnesses will be
r several day. neither was celled. the stenographic report of the arms, an arrangement was come to with
Haddock, being compeBed to V procw»iy.e«nmlttea herewith. Tour com- j the Record Foundry end Machine Company 

through Mrloese before the done •ft*r •** evldeeee their most in the year 1868, by which that company un-
«--etui consideration, unhealtntlngly report dertook to conUrVt three brltera 
that I in their opinion It abnoiutely failed nr.ngee,
to prove the charg* made by Mr. Haxen. 
but on the contrary clearly established that 
the prices paid were only fair and reason-

Witnesses Called by Mr. Haxen. "Canadian Bridge Company. 7 8-10 cents

"Dominion Bridge Company, 7 7-10 cents
per pound.

’’Central Bridge Works, 6 2-4 cents per 
pound.

Sussex bridge:
"Dominion Bridge Company, 6 4-10 cents 

per pound.
"Salisbury bridge:
• Dominion Bridge Compuy, 6 2-М cents

per pound.
"Canadian Bridge Company, 6 cents per 

pound.
"Haying this Information and being dle­

ss Usied with the experience which the gev-

y.-Would not *e wet ef the channels
). chief engineer of the deportment of tbtee ere satisfied that the de-

sariiy broken by the department, en equit-

tlem E. Brown, who hee had experience in 
erecting bridges for the Dominion Bridge 
Company and others. Mr. Willard Kitchen, 
* contractor, and Mr. A. B. Peters, pres і- *

And after ha has had eg opportunity of —You have no knowledge of what the 
last peat, and submitted on the 7th day of ejecting from the body of tha maaufac- j frelSbt would bet A.—I have no knowledge
April matant. turns, contractons and expert engineers | •» •* to what the parties would bava

Mr. Mott aaid that in moving this reeo- from every section of Canada and the United . to pay at the mill, and do not know the 
iutton he thought he might fairly nay that States, and the fuUeet possible opportunity | rrelSbt from the mill to Moncton, 
honorable members of the House were to be of submitting their expert opinion, we Sod | Would you any there would net be 
congratulated that the report of the com- at the very outset these gentlemen called U>M* pounds of èogiee in one spaa of that
mittee to which had been designed the In- by him, who In hie opinion, and in the spin- bridge which went under 36 pounds per
veetigatton of thoee chargee had at last ion of honorable members of the opposition. 11 ne*1 yard?A.—I «nu t say. 
oeen received. That investigation, which are beat qualified to submit and testify their «.-And weuld not the fair price of that 

circumetencee.The spaa was a light one, honorable members would feel had been the view, that the coet is grossly excessive, that ** Moncton be 1104% per hundred pounds? 
and the labor would be very much greater fullest and freest of any investigation ever at the very outset, the very element of com- A*—1 caaoot eay. but It strikes 
relative to the weight than in a heavier Md by a committee of this legislature, had parison of highway bridges with railway en exceedingly high pries ” 
trues. Therefore the fact that the cost of delayed the aeeelon of the House for a longer bridges falls to the ground. (Applause.) And ao on be goes down to the end of tho 
this bridge was nearly 10 cents per pound period than during tho poet 80 years. In Not a single expert who went on the atand chapter. I do not wish to weary the fftuit
is no criterion of whether the price was dealing with the report of that committee but admits that the comparison la a grossly w,th reedl°S the evidence but I think par-
a reasonable one. The bridge had a 10-foot Honorable members will recall tho oondl- unfair one, not a single witness but has bape tbt* !■ worthy a little attention and I 
roadway. In the statement produced by Mr. tions which prevailed during the campaign stated that when you oome to estimate the bave a®i®<ted a little.
Roy, your committee find a rivetted bridge, °f the last general election—they will recall coet of highway bridges you should not
No. Ш4, being ai 63-foot epan and only 14 that at that time every issue for which this have any regard to the coat of railway
foot roadway, the weight of which was 33,670 government might fairly be entitled to credit bridges, and ee that element which during 
pounds and st 6% cents per pound this would ®*n- into insignificance in comparison with the campaign I say wee the otfe great ele- 
come to $1,301.65, and would be a much the charge which was at that time heralded ment that impressed this country as being 
more costly bridge than the Mill Cove over the country against the honorable at- serious, has fallen to the ground and there 
bridge at $1.280, having a span of 64 feet, torney general, then chief commleeioner of <ioes not remain anything to entitle it to 
and a roadway of 18 feet, of five feet wider. P«hUc works. Honorable gentlemen will re- the consideration of tue honorable gentle* 
it is evident that the Mill Cove bridge, being oall that that campaign was entered upon men of this House. (Applause.) 
made of light material, so designed as to be under extraordinary conditions. Honorable The mass of evidence that has come into 
equally as strong as the heavier bridge, mebers supporting this administration who this House attached to the report Is such 
must have required relatively a great deal then belonged and still belong to the great tb*t no honorable gentleman could deal with 
more of labor. These observations will apply conservative party will recall that the policy ‘t at any great length, but I would like
to the Trueman Pond bridge. The evidence <* the Conservative party in this province to call the attention of thle House to one 
shows that Mr. Ruddock only realised a »uch as ta sever, if possible, the con- Particular witness called by the opposition, 
fair profit out of both bridges. nection of those honorable gentlemen with to refer to that expert who coming hère

“The remaining bridge constructed by Mr. *°е honorable gentleman who leads this rr°m the Hamilton Bridge Company sub- 
Ruddock was the two outer spans of the , government and to take their placée In the mltted hk was well qualified to give each 
Blackvllle bridge, and upon these he says ranks of the opposition. That policy was «vidence as would support these charges, 
his profit was $250 on each span, which was і on® that the attorney general had always I know in the professional opinion of the 
certainly only a moderate amount. In this disapproved of, and wae such a policy that honorable members who are in this House, 
connection ytur committee would say that many honorable members supporting thle ad- or the opinion of the professional members 
they are of opinion that the decision come ministration could not see their way clear who sit on the floors of this legislature 
to by Mr. Bmmerson to have the price per follow, aad the Conservative supporters tbere has never been any very high opinion 
pound include the erection of the bridges, of the government throughout the province <* expert testimony as a class. Personally 
and under which all the bridges more recently f®*t * doubt as to the wisdom of supporting I do not regard R as testimony worthy of 
built under the contract with Mr. Peters * policy. But those gentlemen who t*® best consideration. Always under con-
were erected, was a prudent one, and your , wer® responsible for the initiation of that ditions I will accept tha opinions of tho or-
committee understand that this is the course • Policy saw the necessity of presenting to the dinary commonaenae everyday man of sound
which has since been pursued. country some Issue capable of being made Judgment in preference to the .opinions of an

“It affords your committee much pleasure t0 Appear larger in the eyes of the people ®xpert. I say that advisedly and with 
to report that in their opinion the charge then *ny issue that had for years past oe- considerable knowledge of what expert tes- 
that Mr. Bmmerson ‘paid out of the public cupled the attention of the electorate, and tlmony as a class means, and I know this
moneys of the province twice as much and °ut of their desire in this respect was born wltb that experience, that the higher the
in some cases more than twice as much as tb® bridge charges. The opposition press ability, the clever the expert who comes 
the then current market rates for the con- *nd the opposition speakers at that time upon the eland, the more possible It is to 
struction of said works and supplying ma- k*v® special attention to those charges. No bave an opinion moulded In support of almost 
ter la I therefore,' has not only not been sue- °Mer Issue was considered by them as **>? contention.
tained but has been completely disproved, worthy of any attention, and in fact the I would like to ask honorable gentlemen 
That with regard to the charge that he ‘paid public mind became eo excited by the efforts who are now listening to me what opinion 
double and in some cases more than double of the opposition in that regard that the they would form of the exnert testimony 
per pound what was paid by railway com- nierita of thle administration were not con- of a gentleman who admittedly comes here 
panics in Canada, the Intercolonial railway *‘Uered In any other connection. He re- frankly admitting it in hi* testimony in the 
aud other governments in Canada, during numbered in his own constituency that an interest of a Arm -whoa# policy Is such as 
the same period for steel bridge superstruc- opposition gentlemens of a highly religious to drive from the competitive market all 
tures equal in every respect in material and temperament took the neld with the canvass competitors, and a« he himself says to drive 
workmanship to the steel and iron super- that no man who had any regard at all for out of the province of Ontario all the leaser 
structures erected in this province,* your t6e blessings of the Almighty could sup- concerns competing In the market with 
committee desire to say that very early la **** the Bmmerson government in that elec- , themselves, because In bis testimony In sna­
the Investigation it appqared thqt by reason 11001 | wer to the question, "la It not true that
of railway bridges being mAh heavier—or- 1 ne®d only say that ai' a result of the your company, and the Dominion Bridge Com- 
dtnariiy four or five times—than highway campaign the Bmmerson government came pany are really the only large companies
hr.dgee, the cost of the latter by reason bacb to this House with a majority un- that are left in the upper provinces?” lie
of the increased cost of workmanship rela- equalled in the history of this House. (Ap- says "they are the only large companies
tively to the pound, this statement would Pieuse.) The confidence of the province of but I would like to be sble to sav thev 
necessarily be true. . New Brunswick in any administration wae ere the only companies.”

“Your committee, therefore, have only to nev®r better emphasized than In the cam- I would like to say to the honorable gentie- 
,lbat ln their opinion the charges P»**o of ’99. (Applause.) The honorable men of this House what would they think 

wnich they were appointed to investigate have *®oder of the opposition came here under of a gentleman who gives testimony of this 
not only completely failed of proof, but thoec conditions, well recognizing that that particular type?
have been wholly disproved. і being the principal plank In bis platform of To the question “I want you to tall me

“In conclusion, your committee desire to 1 inat campaign, recognised that there wae whether you will swear that the 20 003
say that while the expense to which the , necessity for opening up to the country the pounds of bolts used In one span of the
province has been put by reason of this In- j •‘’counts of the public works department Lefebvre bridge did not cost at Moncton
vestlgatlon has necessarily been very great, I and of establishing the matter which he had before being manufactured at all, $L64% 
yet the money will not be wholly lost if the submitted to the people cf the country; but cents per hundred pounds?” he answered 
result should be to conflrm the legislature baying regard to the clamor and howl of *1 don't know what they cost." 
and the people of the province in their ttt® ranks of the provincial opposition I wish To the question “Will you swear that the 
determination to continue to have the steel 10 that the honorable gentleman's re- beams delivered st Moncton did not cost 
bridges well designed, thoroughly constructed traction which was made at last session— the same price?” he replied, "I give the 
under careful Inspection, and to have the 1 recognize in that retraction the char- same answer to that. I know nothing about 
work done, so far as may be consistent with ecterietice of courage and manliness which the price of metal at Moncton or anywhere 
prudent and economical expenditure, within bave always characterized the honorable *n New Brunswick.”
the province, and so keep in circulation gentleman In my opinion. (Hear, hear.) I Here Is an expert whose knowledge Is 
among our own people the moneys to be ex- ! want to pay to him. though a follower of «uch as to qualify him to give testimony 
pended for labor in connection with these that government which he opposes, a tribute of that calibre, 
important public works.

“Respectfully submitted,
“Frank B. Carvel), Chairman,
“C. E. Fish.

/ “Alex. Gibson, Jr.,
“P. H. Leger,
“John Young.”

The report was adopted.
“Mr. Mott gave notice of the following 

resolution:

fleet of the Record Foundry and Machine

L et bal be* with the Upper Canadian

“Mr.
lor it.

"The price ef I1.M. or 62» per foot, al­
lows* far this, would seem to jrour commit-

of Mr. Hamm's case, was subsequently 
called by Mr. Emmeraon'h counsel. Mr. 
Haine* haring attended under the sob 

issued nt the request of Mr. Hanoi, 
et haring been railed, ret ured, ee 

stated, to the work on which he wae 
ninrJ of inspecting the erection of the 

Kingston bridge and which urgently re­
quired Me pervonaV.ptten

^‘Ь22ГЙ77І^,ш.І.а

ly : The Cusack, Elgin and Douglastown 
bridges, by the day, for actual cost adding 
the usual percentages charged by the 
Pany.
count, aa the evidence shows, was kept of 
the coat of material and of the shop labor. 
Mr. Haines wae present all the time as the 

of- Mr. Haxen'a erl- representative of the governmnet.
“The result showed the actual cost of 

was not called on to these three bridges, delivered at Moncton to 
be 61i cents per pound. At this time the 
company was not well equipped with bridge 
building machinery, and the cost would uo 
doubt be sojpew 

remedied a

tee to hove been reasonable under the
com­

ité other business. An accurate ac­ es beingable and such as were necessary to afford

tacsurlpg business.
“At the cone 11

tion. deuce your committed were of the opinion
that Mr.
m*k any defence. His counsel did, however, 
call the following witnesses, namely: Mr. 
A M. Ruddock, of Chatham, who ia engaged 
In the building of machinery of various

of
(Mr. Mott again reads from the evidence

aa follows):
Q.—Would you undertake to eay that the 

metal in one epan of that bridge did not 
coat at the works, end putting It at n fair 
price, $2,007.43, the metal that want into one 
•pen? A.—I could not say і am aura what 
K would coat.

W —Would you undertake to say that 
would not be a fair sum to pay for the 
”*ul *•«< ", ma «pent A —From my print 
Of rlew I would not tblnk It was. You 
muat understand I am working on a Ham- 
iRon boats.

4 -4 want you to work on a Now Brunt- 
wick basis if you can, end I want you to 

tell mo whether you would oar that $6,6*1.43 
would be o fair smouBt to pay for the metal 
tut went loto uo open of that bridge, de- 
"rered at the work» at Huotot? A —1 do 
not consider K «e exorbitant figure at ell.

«.-There era 116,7* pounds Ip us epee 
of the Lefebvre bridge, are there not? A — 
Ne, not as I understand It. The return of 
tho weight Is 287,644 pounds ter two арапе.

tT-Thet would bo the linked weight? 
A.—4 presume ee.

«.—That being te would not the weight 
the materiel he » little mere? A.-o ret 

•lightly mere.
«.—And therefore you would eay that If 

the Mulshed weight wee 237,644 in both Vpeee 
the weight of tho metal ee brought to the 
works would be 116,74» lu ooa spur A.-Yee, 
that la very reasonable.

«•-You bar, «aid that the price of the 
mrui-66,*7.46 would not be exorbitant 
would you divide the 62,667.41 by the Wright ri the met*, and tall me „ ,[ T^M n.i
uiîïlrra h01™* of metal,
delivered at tha works at Monetae 
61.76 U-106 per hundred pound»? A —Prob­
ably it would.

Comiog aguln to tho comparison of rail- 
—oy bridgea which this gentleman first «at 
out to establish. On the craaa-examlutlu ' 
to reply to the question, "Would you or 
would you net think In estimating the rasa.22* iw hi«h^ £dS4t
would be very unfair to compere its coet 
per pound with that of e railway bridge?*’ 
ho eeyi. "I will admit that In the majority 
of rams the coet Of highway bridgea and 
railway bridges cannot be compered/' And 
to the question -And therefore It would be 
rery unfair to attempt to moke the com­
parison. would It not?" he repliée, “Writ, 
in the majority of caeca It would."

Montreal, attended the committee-in re­
issued at the in­

staura of Mr. Ца«п, end was sworn, bat 
on it appearing that he had not produced 
contracts for the construction of highway

to a hat greeter then after thin 
end after workmen became 

mere acquainted with the work.
"Bubaequently in 18Ю »« order wen given 

for three smell bridges, namely: The Grand 
Maoan. Dlngee, and Saunders Brook bridges. 
Under pressure from the chief commissioner, 
and In view of the experience which the 
«■трапу had acquired, they agreed to con- 
atruct these bridges for 61» cents a pound, 
delivered nt Moncton, or at * of a cent per 
pound lean than the actual coot of the three 
proceeding bridges.

The next bridge» constructed hr the Rec­
ord Foundry and Machine Company were 
the Petttcodlac end Port Elgin bridgon.built 
In 1*5 for Mr. Willard Kitchen, and for 
which he paid the company at the 
of 61» cents per pound.

tmdn. bailors and steamboats, and also steel was
bridge»: Mr. Lockhart and Mr. Bet ton, who 
are and nave been for many yearn employ­
ed on bridge construction upon the Inter­
colonial railway; Mr. W. H. Arnold, of Now 
York, an engineer of large experience, and

bridges by bin company in the provinces 
of Ontario end Quebec, which he had been 
required to produce, end which, as it ap­
peared to the committee, would be very 
important and absolutely essentiel to en­
able your committee to ascertain the aver­
age chargee made by that company for 
Htoe 1 bridges, hut had only brought with 
him certain contracts which he had select­
ed, your committee acceded to the appli­
cation of the counsel for Mr. Emmeraon

Mr.

What the Evidence Showed.

"Without going particularly Into the evi­
dence of those wits 
to any that they eetaMtnhed beyond e doubt 
the tact that the bridge» which have been 
Constructed by the New Brunswick govern­
ment under the very elaborate end core­
folly prepared pians of Mr. Wetmore. the 
chief engineer of the department, are mat'll 
superior In character to thoee which hod 
been erected by Upper Canadian companion, 
notably the Hampton, Suaoex, and 'Salis­
bury bridges. The evidence of three en­
tirely disinterested and experienced wit­
nesses. M
who had examined the Lefebvre ond Camp­
bell bridges, constructed by the Record 
Foundry and Machine Company, and also 
the Hampton, Sûmes and Salisbury bridges, 
which were constructed by the Canadian 
end Dominion bridge companies of Montre­
al respectively, already proved the superior­
ity or the former, and from their evidence 
yonr committee are satisfied that the two 
former bridges will endure longer and 
quire I
three latter structures.

It will be sufficient

and decided not to take Mr. Johnson’s 
testimony until he was given further op­
portunity of producing the contracte re­
quired. In hie connection it may be ob­
served that Mr. Emmerson’s counsel end

tome rate

Record Prie*.
your committees offered to pay all Mr. 
Johnson's expenses to end from Montreal. 
Mr. Johnson accordingly stated to the 
committee that he would return to Mon­
treal and would on the following Tuesday 
or Wednesday telegraph the chairman 
of the committee whether or not he would 
comply with the subpoena which had been 
served upon him to produce the sajg con­
tracta. This he did not do, but subse­
quently Mr.Haxen informed the committee 
that he bed received ж letter from that 
gentlemen stating that he

"Next in order In bridge construction 00 
Гаг as the Record Foundry and Machine 
Company are concerned were the Camp­
bell. Lefebvre, Blackvllle, Nepslqult and Ta­
bor bridges, which completes the list down 
to the close of 16W, of the bridges 
etructed by this company. Mr. Emmeraon, 
when arranging for the construction of these 
bridges, again Insisted on n reduction in 
prtce.clnlmlng that by reason of the thorough­
ly equipped plant which the company had oc- 
qttlred, and in view of the magnitude of the 
order, they should be able to do the work 
cbyper. He also Ufged that they should 
undertake to erect the bridgea as well for 
a stated figure. The company declined to 
undertake the erection of the bridges, and 
finally the contract was given to Mr. A. K. 
Peters nt 61» cents per pound, which waa 
to cover construction of the bridges, freights, 
erection, painting, laying the Boor, and In 
fact everything but the lumber. It will 
thus be

Lockhart, Set ton nod Arnold,

expenditure for repairs than the

Did No Intend to Return. “Another important point emphasized by 
these witnesses is the fact that the work­
manship on some parts of the Campbell aud 
Lefebvre bridges, notably the truss poets, 
would cost from 16 to 12 times as much as 
on the Hampton and Sussex bridges, while as 
a whole the coat of workmanship would be 
from two to three times greater.

“Your committee feel that too much tin- „ _ _____—
portance cannot be attached to the advent- at . Reeoro Foundry and Mschlne Com­
age of a thorough inspection of the bridges, 8 work®-
both during construction at the works and bridges and cost are as follows :
at the site during erection. This alone “First series—Cusack, Elgin, Douglas- 
wili ensure thorough and guarantee to the tewn‘ built by the day and charged for at 
people full value for the money expended; actUAl c08t* cent* P®r pound, delivered 
by having the work done in New Brunswick at Moncton- Total cost (exclusive of 
this inspection can be had, while In the tlon) ШЛЛЛ
case of the great majority of the bridges . _Second series—Grand Manan, Dlngee 
they being comparatively small structures, if Saunders Brook, (constructed un-
thc work was done outside the province. In- *der contra®t at 6% cents per pound) |de-

itvered at Moncton. Total cost (exclusive of 
erection) $1,676.45.

“Third

Consequently your committee, much to 
their regret, were deprived of the benefit 
of any evidence which Mr. Johnson might 
give, and of the undoubtedly valuable in­
formation which would have been af­
forded by the production of the contractas 
particularly if they had been accompanied 
by plane and specifications in enabling the 
committee to determine what prices had 
been paid to bis company in its home 
market, where fair and normal prices 
would likely be paid, during the years 
when the New Brunswick bridges in re­
spect tb which the charges were made 
were constructed, and in the pears imme­
diately preceding.

“Aa Mr. Johnson had also been sub­
poenaed to produce the contracts and 
specifications for railway bridges con­
structed by his company during those 
years their production would have had 
an important bearing on that portion of 
the charge which complains of the fact 
that the highway bridges constructed by 
New Brunswick government cost as much 
as double the price per pound of railway 
that the highway bridges constructed by the 
bridgea.
“Your committee also regret that Mr. 

Helen's counsel saw fit fit not to give the 
committee the benefit of Mr. Archibald's 
experience and knowledge on the subject. 
Mr. Archibald had been for many years 
aad down to quite a recent period, chief 
engineer of the .Intercolonial Railway and 
in that capacity 'would necessarily have an 
intimate knowledge of the prices paid for 
railway bridges constructed for the Inter­
colonial Railway during the years when the 
New Brunswick bridges were erected, and 
Hie evidence woflld have been Important. 
The committee may reasonably assume that 
If Mr. Archibald's testimony would In any

that there has been a gradual

Then again, in line with my suggestion 
teetiraeny t* not always the moat 

reliable testimony to stand upon, coming
ї!!? Л! 1?еїг 40 0 Prejudiced Idea—
•od this I am well aware is true of say 
class of expert witnesses, the class called 
by one side aa well as the other-and I am 
speaking my own opinion when I eay I do 
not pay much regard to the testimony of say 
of them—I am prepared to respect the opin­
ion of a practical man of sound, good com­
mon sense and Judgment In preference to 
the opinion of any one of them,

Tbi* gentleman when on tho stand Is asked 
to confirm the handwriting of a gentleman 
who for a long time was proprietor and g«o- 
eral manager of the company with which he 
himself was connected, a gentleman whoso

which he deserve», and to say in my opinion Mr. Mott reads from the evidence quee- banwriting he must have -been moat familiar
he did a manly and correct thing when up.on tion and answer, as follows: w,th. a gentleman with whom be must have
the floors of this legislature he faced the 4 —Wilt you swear that there was In one beep on terms of the greatest personal in*
clamor and howl and took out of those epan of that bridge 10,250 pounds of beams? timer?, aud yet this Is bis sworn testimony
marges that which constituted its sting. A.—No, I don't know anything about it. regarding the proof of that handwriting;
and took from It that element which affected Q.—You say you know nothing about it, “ti — Is that in Mr. Law's hr-idwriiiM? 
the honorable chief commissioner person- and yet you have examined the specifications (handing paper to wltnam.) A.—I can't
any. and there was nothing left but the quee- with such care? A —The specifications eay «wear whether It is or not.
tion of the policy of this government and homing about the beams. 4.—Don't you know hie handwriting? A.—
of that department. (Applause.) * I 4 —Do the plane show the beams?. A.— I am fairly familiar with It.

“Resolved that this House do concur in ' The honorable gentlemen will remdmber • No, the plan I saw didn't show the turns Can't you tell mo that Is к\л head-
the report of the special committee to whom * the song which the oppoeition sang during | Q*—Then I underetsnd that neither from writing? A.—I imagine It It.

epection could not be had at the works, 
except at a much larger expense.

“Your committee deem it well to refer to 
the conditions under which the government 
inaugurated the policy of having steel bridges 
constructed within the province.

Tenders Compared.

series—Petitcodiac. Port Elgin,
(constructed for Willard Kitchen under 
tract at 6% cents per pound) delivered at 
Moncton. Total coat (exclusive of erection) 
$4,649.64.

“Fourth series—To the close of 1698. Camp­
bell, Lefebvre, Blackvllle, Nepsisqult Ta- 

' Attention has been particularly called to hor. (constructed under contract with the 
the Hampton, Sussex and Salisbury bridges, government for 6«fc cents per pound) cont­
end as different Upper Canadian firms ten- P le ted, erected and painted and ready for 
dered upon these bridges, and It appears traffic the government finding the lumber 
from the evidence of Mr. Bmmerson that he . Total cost (including erection) $52 320 97 
carefully considered the tenders, and 
tract prices of these bridges before adopt­
ing the policy which is now the subject of 
attack, reference may, in the opinion of 
your committee, properly be made to these.

New Brunswick Bridges the Cheapest.

“It will thus be seen that by far the 
larger portion of the amount paid for the 
bridges constructed at the Record Foundry 
and Machine Works has been at the rate of 
probably cents per pound less than

“For the Hampton bridge the tenders 
were:

was
paid for the first three bridges constructed 
by the day. This is accounted for by the 
introduction of a complete bridge plant, and 
probably somewhat by the reduction ln the 
cost of material, of both of which factors the 
province has got the benefit.

“Central Bridge Works, Peterborough, 
W. H. Law, proprietor, amount $13,587; Do­
minion Bridge Company, $12,000; Canadian 
Bridge Company, $11.400.

“For the Sussex bridge the tender was:, 
“Dominion Bridge Company, amount $2,720.
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