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THE COTTAGE.

l\\';JIIFl-'H EY GIFFORD,

Where the cosy cottage stanls,
By the silver streamlet bright—
Graceful hills and meadow lands
Mark a region of delight ;
On the warm slopes light does stay
Rosy footed all the day.

Rural paths lead here and there,
Fringed with lealy colonnades,

While ehildren, free from strife or care,
Frolie on the velvel glades ;

Further down the village spire

Is all ablaze with erimson five,

Still further on, the streamn winds round
At the foot of yonder woad,

And the bordering edge of ground
Serenely glows for many a rood.

Where the placid brook flows deep,

Rich pastures feed large flocks of sheep.

Milk4vhtie lainbs here spoit and play
"Il in gambols weary grown,
As slowly fades the waning day
And fields look drear and lone ;
Yet, the glons are flocked with foam,
Where the dancing waters roam,

Forever, day and night the same,

The babbling spring is bright and clear,
And prattling ehild and aged daine

ITerve watch its pipples, year by year;
Near by, great oaks in stately pride,
Stand eloso together side by side.
. 1% S 0 cmmeucie

A SILVER-LINED CLCUD.

BY GRACE THORNTON.

Egbert Walton sat alone in his counting
house, He had locked the door, to prevent
iutrusion, and the busy movements of his clerks
outside came to his ear faintly, as he sat with
his bhead burried in his hands, and an expres-
s'on of alject misery marking his bandsome
fice.

1le had learned, within that hour, that he
was a ruined man, and the consciousness hal
burst upon bim with a stunning sorrow, for he
was not alone to suffer,

But three months before he had led to the
ultar she most beautiful and capriciows belle of
t e season. e had been congratulated and
envied by all his aéquaiistaness, and after a
fashionable wedding tour, wherein his' marvel.

again, There are other fortunes that may be
hers, if you will make her free,” whispered the
tempter, and Egbert's despdiring eyes - glanced
toward the pistol-case hidden in his‘desk.

' He spranyg up and’ locked it quickly. ‘- He
would not eitertaity 50 base and cowardly &
thought.

“ It must be done, sooner or later,” he said,
decidedly, “ She wust kuow it, and it is cruel
to let it reach her though any means but
miuve,”

’ e composed his face, and passed out among
[ his employees, looking but little sliaken, ex-
[uopt in his'loss of dolor, andi they whispered

among each other how wéll he bore it.

I He walked toward inme and as he entered

1
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I
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its elegant hall, his wife passed him; with a
rich luce shawl theown oyver her shoulders,

“ You are just in ting to see a perfect gem,”
she cried, gaily. “ Come back into the parlor,
where I can display it to Letter advantage.
Bee—is it not mirely bLeautiful? The Blanks
imported it expressly to my order.”

“ Vain and frivolous,” was his inward com:
ment, as ho turned uside with'a look of wreteh-
edness, und thought : 4 What shall 1 do2, Llew
can 1 break such tidings to so unthinkinga be-
ing—such a spoiled darling of fortune ?”

* You are out of humor, it seems,”” she said,

aduiation to-brook neglect tamely.

He did not answer at first, but flung himself
into w seat, and cast down'liis eyes upon the
rich earpet, |

“Is this a whinyor is it-mecant to pain and
annoy me 7"’ she asked, proudly.

Her tone stung ber harassed husband ; he had
meunt 1o spare her to the utmost, but her lolty
indifterence overcame his resolation, {

paused at the door, she turned, and looKing
full upon him, asked, onee move : "
“ Will you explain what caprice has seized

upon. me ?”

ing to bis Teet, with whité lip§ and Shaking
fori.
tell you than it means ruih—utter; entire,'
complete 1uin ! | was a rich man when 1 ma’
ried you, Dora, and to-duy | am a beggar, Not
a geny that 1 called my awn can be ¢laimed by
ihe any longen. . The roof oyer our heqd now
belongs. to styangers, and we must go forth
homeless and penniless, to  begin the world
again, o
Hespokeas he lelt, iy a high excited key,;
Lig frame shook witis the feyor of Lis words.., |
Hs wife staod gazing fullin Lis eyes for a

Jous froussean was displayed to its best advaus  moment, like one, 1woted 10 the spot by a
tage, they had returned 0 the showy and pewerful spell,

rplendid howe he had fitted up for their re-

Her face lost all its color, and her eyes dilat- |

ception, and a 10und of gaieties had followed, el widely, as.if to, take in a scene inpossible

in which she had shone the queen, and he
hul been cousidered the luckiest of bride-
grooms.

Their life bad been so filled with display and
eicitement heretofore that they really had
n it had mucks tiwe to grow acquainted with
each other, They had scarcely ever spent an
evening alone togethier. The hows he eould
spare from his | had been l in
dressing for various entertainments, the chief
eujoyment ol which had Leen, to him, to hear

his wife ealled the hamndsomest woman present; and uneasily, but therel was 1o change in her
amd even that delight bad begun to pale, and expression, and his eyes dropped again.

vague longing for something better than

dazzle and show had begun to assert itself hisamn around herneck, and bent over hen ju

within his miad.
Dora bul beon an ophan, ‘beought up by a

fashionable aunt, with expensive tastes and a fallen on moe alone 17 he myarmured. . ¢ 1 feel

|

passion for gay society. |

She had b"’“l'"l' Egbert ne fortune beyond Yyou to so .I_'earful a reverse; but I am young yet
the trifle saved from her showy education, | Dora, and if your anat will receivd yoouin Paris,

which, her aunt saidy would serve as pin
nioney for the first year ortwo ; but that was
no consideration to the rich and generous

young lusband, ‘whose 'prosperous- business ' ful orashs” '

spécalations _promised soon to'make Lim' a
ionaire. R afs i
Now all was lost. A cloud, af fitkh no larger
than 2 man’s band, bad spread uto a harricatie
of desolation and despair.

A whisper of suspension, on the part of a
great banking-house with which Tie was deeply
concerned, had swelled into positive assurance
within the hour. His investments were widely
spread, and boldly ‘ventaved ; there was no
possibility of & recall. .~ The crsh could not Le
resisted—the blow must and did fall,

“ Only for Dora,’" he mutter to himself;as he
raiséd bis ghastly white face from his drooping

tould meet it like A man dnly for kier 1"

He lled her butterfly-life of gaiaty ‘and
splendar—her passion for exoitoment and ‘ad-
wiration s and then shuddercd to facé the
Areary reality before themn,

‘o were a widow, she would mur:-\“('almub permit you to suffer anytling that ['"enso of
4 .
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for belief.
“Is this true ?” she uttered, and her voice|
sounded low and lusky. - !

“Too true—t00 true ! he-muttered, burying
his face in his hawds.

Shie sank . into & chaivy.and taking, off the
splemdidl sl sechanicplly, curefully return-
ed it to its oviginal folds,: Then: she, sat, still,
stull, looking steadily Uelore her with » blank
stare, * v
Once or twice Bgbert looked up expectantly

At length he rose; and going taward her, put,

sul affection, to which she, oifered no response.
“1" would to heaven: the blow, could . have

that I have wronged you bitterly in' subjecting

I will'work hurd that you may live : there  with
her in'compurative comfort, until’ I have oo-
q'tered uiistortune, and visen above this dreid-

Mg “shuddered” and hil herface vhenhib
spoke thus, but still hade 1o response:

He left ber side, wmd pace the ‘room exoit=f
edly for a -time) ufitil ‘her voice srrested his
frenzied stejis.: :

“Would it not bie'bést to'give up everything
at onee ?"" she asked, quietly.

There was a strangé ‘aitd almiost “dutomaton-
like composare dboat et abd“lier véice ‘was
very calm. P S s e e

Slie Jookel] it hi ' siéh “an earnest, Husi-
nesslike faahiier ‘that it #stonished hini be!
yond the power of weplyTi # Aven

“ You said we would give up evervthing to
pay your creditors,” sha eontifitited t%r_:
same tone, % Would it not' bé Uest td'dod'at
pnce 2" s e georohyt o

“ We must have time,” he answored, hastily',
YT cannat;see you pokn, withput prepatation

3 bvepything was fresh, proity and simple,

ean shield you from. Your aunt—"

husband could not comprehend,

pearedy/with 4 message from the office for Mr,
Waltoh. X \

It was long after midnight when he refurned
froma is counsting-reoin.  Jis wife was asleep,
and hewould not disturb her 5 but threw him-
self on a lounge in_ his dressing room to wait
for daylight, for in his then state of mind he
looked on sleep as impossible,

e was mistaken, however, for justsbefore
moming he fell into a slumber that Jasted for
hours,

When he awoke, Dora had breakfasted and
gone out, and aguin the pressure of business
detained him away from her until after bed-
time.

In the day, he had dispatched her a note, in
which he tried to-be as cheerful as he could,
nid again he alluded to her aunt and a year in
Paris s a place of refuge from the pressent
caves and annoyanees of their position.

She had sent no answer, atrd again seemed in
a deep slumber when' he enfered their chank

Jer.

“ Poor darling !"" he sighed, as he hent over
{lier lovely fuce.  “Such lLeauty should have

z J . \ | i vi 1 v
with a gaze of cald surprise, for his manner hid | "‘f“""& to do with the coarse, hard; real Nfrld-
piqued bLer, and she was too accdstouted to | Woull to God T eonld have sereened you from

all its cares and sorrows 1"

A hot tear fell on her smooth white brow,
and she seemed to stir a moment, but present-
ly she was still again, and he moved sileutly
away.

In the hurry and distraction of his forced
settlements, he had but- little. time for other
thouglit ; and’ yet it pained him bitterly 'to
know that his wife avoided him—for nearly

She swept past bim with an offended air, but three duys had now passed 'since they had storni, my darling wite,” cried ' Kgboft,

spoken together.
Wearily he turned homeward on the after-
nogn of the, third day.

you, and why you play off’ severity and glooili! “ By giviug up everything he possessed, he

would stand free rom debt in"the world, and

“ Yes, L will explain !" he ‘exclaimed spring: bear an Loyest name.

He had at once resolved on this course, and

“Nince you demaud to kilow,” fet me immediately afterward_received an offer of'a

Position in the, house of an old merchant—a
friend of his father's—who warmly applauded
his  resolution, ®This would be a terrible
o jange ta Dora, and he would make any sacri-
fice rather than have her meet it, , Paris would
be un eseape, gud painful as the separation
'must, proye,, he. woukl, urge ‘it with. all the
strength of his unselfish nature.

e was wepry and despondent, as he entered
the house, but he tried to clear his brow to
meet her cheerfull y,

She was not there.
dressing table, directed to  hiln, in his wife's
writing, and filledwith a vague alarm, he rang
the bell for her maid before opening it.

An elderly and trusty woman . respond-
ek She was a sort of housckeeper and
general factotum of Dora’s ind before Mr.
Walton could as' & question,

“Mis,"Walton explainel to! the seivants
thit business troubies would’ pender it ne-
cessiry ‘to give ‘up the edtublishment as
once, siey” she said ; “so she paid and, dis-
missed them all, except littlo Minnie, the
errandgivl, whum she took- with, her, ' 1
am et charge. till after the sule, sir,

Hgbert. lookel - bewildered.  lle  could
nob undenstand his wife’s possessing such
business abilities, and atter, turning her
pote over and over again in his baml; he
opened it,

There was Dut one line,
“Comse to cottage No 9 Sherwood Road: Dora.”

“Sherwood Road ! e repeated, as the
woimai retived.  “That is the road we
detive out to the 'river.  What can Dorn bLe
dwing in cottage No, 9 27

He lost no time in endeavoring to disco-
ver, and soon regched the dexignated locul-
ity." It was a row of pretty 'though' hum-
U eottages, white in color, and surounds
od by neatly ¢ultivated gardons.

No. 9 was, the, centie one, and he had
seaveely stepped on the porch, when the
daoe lew open, and thert in a tihy box e
Aehtey, vey unlike theiegrund, tilod
hav.i; stood Dora; smiling as he  bad  never
seen her smilé before. v

She was dressed very plainly, and wore
a white linen apron; but, with all the aid
of silks and jewels, she had never scemeil
so heautiful to hine

“('omme i1, doar,” '8he ‘eried, Joyously-
“eome in, anid see burnéw home] and doir’s
say o words'ov try to kiss me till I tell you
all abont it.” § &

They were in a ueat parlor opening by
foldifhg doors ¥nto a small dining-roomwm,
both apartmentshicing embellished by Loy
windows and pletty ot spring’ flotvorsi=

a very meggre, poor plive, compared with
e palwe they had just Teft, and yet a

from the luxury that has always been yours—I

hotie, a trug, dear homd, in the very best

Dora made an indignant gesture fhat her band's love, in womanly fondness; as a de-

Jefore they could sny more, a servant ap:

A little note Iay on his.

Fagainst the use of the negious \Wweed,

'tn-un. with open arms, seeking her hus-

voted wite.

I Egbert instantly disobeyed hereommand
"by eatehing ter up in his arms; and press-
ing ber fondly lI: hix heart,

' “¥You ‘must let mo tell’yout” sho “ex:
‘claimed, struggling and panting.  “I do
not want to be e~ mil you feel thas 1
deserve it a little for cing asha:. o of my-
selt in the putst——soe liviug Wi dle, selt:
indulgent life, without a thought save for
jtiuf gratification of my own folly and ca-
prices,and merely regarding you as the
j inister to all my seltish vanity. When
taree days ago, the story of your losses
burst upon me, they well uigh stnnned me
'in their sudden force. The awakening was
sudden and painfal. 1 felt all I had failed
w be us u true wife, and an unaiterable
hopeless and solf-reproach mingled with
the knowledge, I was bowed to the earth
yet spuechless to coufess my error.”

Egbert, cager in . his now-found joy,
strove to interrupt her self-reproaches, Lut
i vain,

“ You must know how bad I've been—
bow stupidly solfish and exactiug—so as
W appreciate my new and better self,” she
protested,

“You were always good—always lovely,
darling 1" he cried, ™ rapturously ; * but,
someliow, you seei nedror to me now than
ever before.”

*Phat is because you are at home and
P'm going to be your housckeepery” waid
Dora, laughing, "+ Sce our pretyy cottage,
and just think it is all bought and paid tor
by: that pin.monoy; L never could get an
lopportunity to spend, and that besides it,
i We have enough t) keep the house on eco-
phomically for a year o~ come, you and 1
and Minnie.”

“ This is delightful—tliis i¥ rest after a

fomdly.  ““Ttis worth afl that is gofw.-. 1
"woulcl not receive o fortane in exchibge
| Hor this”

| “Yaou will not send.me to Paris, . to stay
with mf' aunt 7" asked bora,

| “Nol L eould not lose you now for
the world.” ‘

¢ \Wait until you taste the nice dinner
Mimnie and I have prepared,™ she said,
proudly, and ran away to sec that it’ wis
properly served.

. "And this is.the angel T so mis{;ldgul."
mised the happy husband.  « White 1
weukly shrank-fon faeing the trath, . she
hasmun andeonquerellit,; 4iod biess Hor!
L feel: this bliow widl) be ' a blessing in

‘dirg»in. A never felt iw our grand house
as | fie. in this bindvage of a cottage,
It must. bo as; Dors, says—the spirit of

¢howme!” '

Back came Dora, carrying a dish of
steak, while Minnio followed her with the
vegetables,

" Sit down, Egbert; while everything is
hot aml wice, for I expect you 10 do justice
to the mcul, and commend the cook,” ‘she
said, iy, ’

A mountain load had been lifted off the
husbamd’s heart, amd he complied: with. a
Joyous eountenance. .

** Romember; you are not toloak on this
as a.mere freak, durling,” she said, serious-
ly. )t is tot the novelty of appearing
in anew charagter, hut a profound  desire
€ do my duty, 1o which I have so Jately
awakened, that snitains' me,  Besidos,”
she added, “"don'v expeet it will ‘be all
easy work, - See [latve Tyirnt my  fingers
alvendy, and Fam quite certain “that my
hands will Le injured a little; but they will
be usoful, and that will console mie for their
loss ‘of beauty.!’

Audisa it did. As she said, Dora Walton
found her new life full of effort; but she
was equal to- it, and her husbnnd'’s love
sustained her, as well as her own consciciee
and made the struggle sweet.

ITe was not a man Lo remain long quids
cent to poverty ok mistortane ; his native
enefuy and porseverance soon built ‘up
Lagain the foundation of & new fartanejand
I Dot ¢otihl have returned once mere to ‘a
!life of idlesplemior betore her honuty: - had
'ost itsblooni’; but shic neverdid. Sho -had
discovered  allbetter,  truer . existenve—a
higher and less seitish caroer—through the
¢logd. that proved to have i silver lining.

- @ cm

1 One of gur sniseribors, an elderly lady;,
wanls to. knoaw it we won't write some-
thing about tobaceo, she being very mnch
f Cor-
taiuly wo willy Exerybody isaware that the
tse of this vile article is wost injurious,
dostraying the vital powors, and filling the
lunafio asylums and gravos, It s fiizhtrall
ta cantemplite the rvagos of the “tobacecy
poison, " Wold that wo widldét 'the ‘per
of a”Dickens, that wo mialt  vividi® pod
teey the ovil offieets of - thetwedd o  Phoa:
saids afpies soan have A friend has
has:just dropped inand affored: us ' ¢igae.

Jomatose state the B, we beliove,

RELIGIOUN MINCBELANF

Religions Conventions have been’ held
on the Continent and i, England 'dnripg
the present year, st the call of Mr, R’
Smith, the Evangelist, hick have béép'
productive of go
peaple who attended them at Brighton, 200
Ministers from . the Continent ‘were 7 e-
sen’., Weeopy the followiny ext ‘et from
an intecesting account of the services:—

A BREAKFAST SCENK,

The Loadun Christian gives this aeeount;
of one serviee 1 ~Unel of the most delight
ful sensons was an ocedsion of a brenliusr
for Continental prstors, when ‘s number. od
representative Christian men and womert
were invited by the Earl of Kintore, the
Earl of Cavan, Sumbel Morley, M. P.; Ger
Moore, Donald Mattheson, J. Batterwarth,
and T, B. Smithies, to. gneet. Mn, Pearsall
Sihith and the pastors of various nationali-
ties who were at the Conventibn. - Afier
the breakfust at which” Lord Kintove  pre~
sided; thunks were voturtied inn fow 'words
each in his language, by brethren repres
senting KEnglond, France, Germany ‘Switz-
orlund, Sweden; Norway,  Italy, America,
India, Holland, Belgitm, Spain, and, Jast of
all, by Bishop Gobat, ef Jeriisalem, in the
Hebiew t ngue, Mo R Peadeall Smih,
very approprinstély ¥emd passages from Rev
Vit and Aets n. asking the foreign: breth-
ern to répeat together, each imhis ewn
lungnage, the words frem Rov. vae 10,
“Salvation to our God which sitteth. gpen,
the thirone, and unto the Lamb.’ The ef-
foet of this was' most touching; and all
hearts were wmelted i  sibdued. , Thew
all ascribed to Giod, by repesting verse 12
“Amen : Blessing, and gliy, ll‘;‘.’ wisdotn,
and thanksgiving, and honour, and power,
n\ml might,. be unto , our God. for. ever,
Amen.” y iyt

“Mr. R. P, Smith, weforving 40, Bev, Viiy
L4, said ivwas not unlikely that some there
would be eallod to seal their, testimony
with their bload, bt dreéw encouragement,
and strength from theZsubsequent verses,
‘They shall hunger no, mere, ete

‘For
Lamb which igin the midst of&o, the
shall lead thom, unte living fountaind 6t
wa'er, and God shall ivipe away (ﬁ‘!‘!
tfrom their eyes.’ : s B nem
“After prayer by )[r.:*'qle Fe mo. few_
more words from i!.r. Smith, Jn ' "I\Q
hymn was sung, the chorus  in d_dw,
language aftor each verse ; I ¥ .

AN RLTIevy
‘IS8 SAVES ME NOw.' 3

| Tlamere* L. timst ing-
God,” said: Lord Bro ham, it, ups,
on whidh, in alk nguoi'tlm hvﬁvg‘, :
vell a3 the schoolmaster, has mainly plac-
¢l his reliance; habit, which makes
everything cayy:  mid ', casts /all ; the
difficulties wpon the deviation. frem - s
woit.ed conrse. - Malke, sobviety : a8 babit,
and intemperance will: be hatetul ;. n ake
prudénce a habit, and: reckless i
will be as | contrary to the natute of the
child, grown or wdult, as the most: atreei-
ous crimesare toany - of youn Jordships,
(tive wehild the lmbi:} sau%dly. regarding
the truth ; of carcfully vespecting the pro-
perty of others; of rcru;ullnuslyn:ihhing
from all acts of improvidence which  can
involve him in distress, and o will just as
leave think of'eashing into: an eloment, in
which he cannot-breathe,as. of lying, ox
cheating, or swearing.? 1Yo a iU
- — L 2 =
Davaer o¥ ProtRaCTED SLEEe.—
here, as in so many other, cases, the'evil
of deficiency has its counterpat in'the"
evil of excess, - Slegp 'mfnn,?elf - qu’
the need of repair, and encroaching” g’
ally-upon the hoars of wiking i
pairs maore or loss funétions of the .
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