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Croup of French 
Aviators Have 

Sworn a Remarkable 
Oath to Combat 

the Formidable 
Zeppelin Dirigible 

by Committing 
Deliberate Suicide 

in One Single Swoop 
From the Clouds—
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“I shall never marry,” he said grave- 
service to perform forV t?/

A ly. “I havs s . . ,
my country, and when I die there ehall
be no widow to mourn over me."

“In subsequent convereations with
mÆ" ' ridÉÜ have
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f.ri V

V

various people, Garros and others
of the service they consider they 

It was their in-
told
owe their country.

. tention when occasion arose to combat 
ef-the German dirigible by

33yr

wk■ WJWBliy. TT - - -..,-mnrr.jgr
the simple expedient of commit tin 
liberate suicide In a single plunge^ 
the clouds They thought tnai it waa 
worth the sacrifice, and this is the 
argument they used to make other»

think ^ pe^"n maçhlne costs a mil­
lion francs and requires four month» 
to construct. It has on board from 
ten to twenty mon whom It has cost 
the German government thousand, 
of dollars to train at great risk, over 
a long period of time, for tbeee 
Zeppelin pilots cannot become effi­
cient in the scientific ™“oe’'^® “J

acquainted with Garros,” said Capt. ^Lu^ush pracuJe. \n estimating 

Wild, "We were thrown together a what one lof these machines will be 
great deal, and I eoon grew to have a able to do in time of war, bear 

^.t f» CM,.
acter,. frail of body and nervous In bullding the craft, the expenses of 
temperament, but with a heart of Iron each individual connected with it, me 
and an intense earnestness that could time R will g« ^ duplicate^, ^nd 

not fail to imprese anybody thrown in- 0t us. An iridlvlcPual man,
to his company. He was so serious jUBt one soul, with the aid ot one 
as to appear almost morose—to sug- little aeroplane costing only £>.
.« tML ». «,»», M •»»«.  ̂ ^ £

some bodily ailment or threatened “=^ge Q'rman war dogs and totally 
personal calamity. Often he stood deBtroy it. machine and man, wipe it
apart from the rest of ue a. If wrapped ^-"texlstence^atterly. UJt not
in deep study, trying to decide a way Y^we ^doin“ any thing more than our « 
out of some grave situation. In the duty when we pledge ourselves to UV» 
light of what I afterwards learned I up to this agreementT’

readily account for those On account of the fact dirigibles

w»o. «.»,».». s'S'!a'SS*«W
practically had ottered himself up as a poeaibie for a monoplane to approach 
sacrifice on the altar of his country. them from any side, ait a dirigible

■it...»«». w».«. s~v»°- ra°Su‘° .”ïK.tS s

us sat chatting on the hotel verandah tQ aacend to almost any height, is 
that Garros first dropped a remar< to make the fatal plunge. The diri-
whlch directly hinted at the existence gibles have the further ad^"^ge ° 
wm . " . .. . , usine silencers on their engines; andof the group of patriots to which I b|lng ai_, 1 t0 remain stationary In
have alluded. In the party was Israel the a)r Neither of which is at pre- 
Ludlow, whose machine had fallen a sent possible for the aeroplane, altho 
few' day. before. He „„ on =n,«»«. J»K

paralyzed from the bips down, and re- (jne avenue 0( approach, that from 
marked mournfully, that had he follow- directly above. This expanse of sky 
ed his wife’s pleas and remained out of above the dirigible to at*way8 ^"beliy
,». fly In* «.me.be «!.»• be . ^ ^t». •«,",“«““51 

well man. Others commented upon th<jlr vlew.
the unhappiness that our calling im- Waiting their chance then, these 
posed upon our wives, and then some- t^® r̂nB ^mTi,Jgbi otZl. maybe

fifteen thousand feet, drop down °n the 
unsuspecting monsters beneath them 
who are themselves waiting to deal 
death In turn to others beneath them.
It will'be a certain death to the brave 
pilot of the tiny monoplane but they 
have figured the sides and they are 
an equation. •

Who said 
war had vanished •
giant Zeppelin Is floating silently, un­
conscious of danger, thousands of feet 
in the air, and away - above It after 
having ascended to an altitude sev­
eral thousand feet higher than the
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hU^r^nyinhahs'tWty-three of these 

It Is easy to see that- n me j

lives.
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has lost three of its
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§: yGermany
mighty Zeppelin dirigibles. One 

shot to the ground 
Of the Belgian 

fcfts, which it sought to destroy, 
annihilated by 
that has led the
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There are only two ways 
of successfully putting out 
of commission the famous 
German dirigibles which can 
scatter destruction as no 
other engine of war yet 
invented can — by shat­
tering the huge balloon 

with a 
from, the sea or from land, 
or by ramming it f nil- 
force with an aeroplane. 
The latter way means cer­
tain death for the assail­
ant as well as the assault*
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7of these was 

l»y the gune
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Frenchmen In a way 
world to wonder at the reckless care- 

; 1 lossness of the perpetrators. It won­
ders whether Roland Garros, the 

f French aviator; deliberately sacrificed 
' Me life to destroy thq huge, monarch of 
the air that dropped to the ground af­
ter his little monoplane had plowed 
Its way Into its silk covering." While 

are rejoicing-at the calami- -

can now 
moods in the man;

fs Straw if ■ well-aimed shell1
fj,ts miù abloand Middy Shapes.

id 81.60. Monday
Z.J.......................45
Rite, In round or 

lium or wide brims, 
riavy. Monday to

..................... v ■ •
• Shape Cap»; navy
., uiiiinea taped 
rout emblem. Mon-

Ftoor.)
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ties that have befallen these German 
giants, and are worshipping the heroes 
that are obtaining. revenge for past 
wrongs, the rest of "the world Is won­
dering whether it shall believe or dis­
credit reports that these aviators are 
members of one of the most remark­
able death pacts In history.
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•ather; leather-lin- 
d catches; strong 
eel frame. Sizes 14 
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This organization, a veritable sul- 
lide club, is one of the strangest groups 
Of men ever bound together by oath. It 
Is made up of French army officers, 
Who, realising the terrible peril to their 

more perfect

y*s
» : )

nation, that the ever 
geppelln Is becoming, have decided to 
adopt the only way they see to avert 
this menace to their country, 
thlghty Zeppelins, capable of A4 Topping 
from an enormous height bombs large 

^ enough to destroy a whole city, or com­

pel the surrender of forts or sink war- 
•bips, must be destroyed, and these 

’ men have made a covenant to give 
Iheir own lives whenever that might 
become necessary in order to bring 

. them to earth.
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rass dome corners, 
B-lever lock; neatly 

Sizes 34 in, regu- 
regularly $4.90; 40, 
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mges Roland Garros, the first member to 

abide by the covenant, was flying at 
Belmont Park, New York, three or four 
years ago, and even at that time let 
Words slip by his almost morose lips 
that hinted at the existence of the 
aviators’ death pact. Capt. Horace B. 
Wild, an American army aviator, who 
Was quite intimate with the late French 
beartyr, relates some of his experi­
ences with Garros as follows:

(flit was during the International 
aviation meet at Belmont Park, in 
M10, that I first became intimately
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