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| ' From the Clouds-
| “To Do and Die” is
. Their Watchword.

y INCE the begiimin'g of the war
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Germany has lost three of its
mighty Zeppelin dirigibles. One

-“ these was shot to . the ground

by the gune of the ~ Belgian
" fotts, which ‘it sought to destroy,
the others, were . annihilated by

. . Frenchmen in a way that bas led the
. , world to wonder at the reckless care-

jessness of the perpetrators. It won-

' ders whether - Roland' ‘Garros, - the

‘ French aviator; ‘deliberately ‘sacrificed
" Bbis life to destroy the huge, monarch of |
the air that dropped to the ground af-
ter his little monoplane_had plowed
‘its way into its silk’ covering. While

1 Frenchmen are rejoicing at the calami-
ties that have befallen these German. .

glants, and are worshipping the heroes
that are obtaining, revenge for ‘past

wrongs, the rest of the world is won-~

dering whether it shall ‘believe or dis-
eredit reports that these aviators are

* members of one of the most remark-
able death pacts in ‘history.

This ‘organization, & veritable sui-
‘dide cluk, is one of the strangest groups
of men ever bound together by oath. It
fs made up of French army officers,
Who, realizing the terrible peril to their
mation, thet the  ever more perfect
€eppelin is becoming, have decided to
adopt the only way they see to avert
this menace to their country. These
Mighty Zeppelins, capable of "dropping
from an enormous height bombs large
enough to destroy a whole city, or com-
Pel the surrender of forts or sink war-
sbips, must be destroyed, and these

+ @en have made a covenant to give
their own lives whenever that might
Become necessary ‘in order to bring

« them to earth.

Roland Garros, the first member to
abide by the covenant, was flying at
Belmont Park, New York, three or four
years ago, and even at that time let
words slip by his almost morose lips
that hinted at the existence of the
aviators’ death pact. Capt. Horace B.

berate f '“Suici dg

There are only two ways
of successfully putting out
of commission the famous
German dirigibles which can
scafter deéstruction as no
other engine of war yet

invented : can — by - shat-.

tering the Thuge balloon
with a  well-aimed shell
from, the sea or from land,
or by ramming it full-
force with _an aeroplane.
The latter way means cer=-
tain death for the assail-
ant as well ‘as the assault”

acquainted with Garros,” said Capt.
wWild, “We were thrown together a
great deal, and I soon grew to have a’
great respect for this .unusual char-
acter,, frail of body and nervous in
temperament, but with a heart of iron
and an intense earnestness that could
not fail to impress anybody thrown in-
to his company. He was so serious
as to appear almost morose—to sug-
gest that he might be worrying about
some " bodily ailment or threatened
personal calamity. . Often he stood
apart from the rest of us as if wrapped
in deep study, trying to decide a way
out of some grave situation. In the
light of what I afterwards iearned I
can now readily account for ~ those
moods “in - the man who, even. then,
practically had offered himself up as a
sacrifice on the altar of his country.
“It was one night when a group of
us sat chatting on the hotel verandah
that CGarros first dropped a remarx
which .directly hinted at the existence
of the group of patriots to. which 1
have alluded. In the party was Israel
Ludlow, whose machine had fallen a
few days before.” He was on crutches,
paralyzed from the hips down, and re-
marked mournfully, that had he follow-
ed his wife's pleas and remained out of
the flying game, he might now be a
well man. - Others ¢ommented. upon
the unhappiness that our calling im-
posed upon our wives, and then some-

fl
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&id not have’s; wife to worry, aifout

one asked Garros Af he was giad B
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«1 ghdll never marry,” he sald grave-
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VA% Seppelin maghine costs a
lion francs and requires four mon
to comstruct. It has on d fr
ten to twenty men whom |
the German  gov!
of ' dollars “fawﬁ::"’
a_ long periv time, 10 ]
Zeppelin pilots cannot’. become ﬂ; \
clent in the scientific madoeuvring of -
these machines until dmym' ke
continuous practice. In est ing.
what one 'of these machines will be
able to do in time of ‘war, “bear A
mind its cost—millions of francs that
the German governmernt has spent in
building the craft, the expenses of
each individual connected with, it, the
time it will take to duplicate it, and
the cost. In juxtaposition to this con- =
sider one of us. ~An individual main,
just one soul, with the aid of oOne

iittle aeroplane, 'costing only 25,000

francs, and readily consiructed, can it
necessary drop right down on. one .of
these German war dogs and totally’
destroy it, machine and man, wipe it

out of existence utterly. Is it mol

worth the sacrifice of a single’ lltg?* ¥ 7

Are we doing anything more than
duty when we pledge ourselves to y
up to this agreement?’ . ; o
On account of the fact that dirigibles
carry rapid-firing guns wilieh can be
aimed with dea.dfy aceuracy it is im-
possible. for a meonoplane to, approach
them from any side. But a dirigible
cannot go higher than about 5000 feet,
and this is where the monop able
to ascend to almost any height, 1 .ablo
to, make the fatal ‘plunge.’ The diri-
gibles have . the further advantage of .
using silencers on their engines; and
of . being. al.) to remain stationary in
the air, Neither of which is at pre-
sent possible- for the aeroplane, altho
silencers are: being, tested for their
use. The little war bird then has but
one avenue of approach, that from
directly above. Thls expanse of skyv
above the dirigible is always conceal-

Jed from the crew, as the great bely

of the ship floatiag abeve cuts off-
their -view.

Waliting their chance then, these
tembers of this death pact figure
they can from a neight’ of ten, maybe -
fifteen thousand feet, drop down on the
unsuspecting ‘monsters beneath 'them
who are themselves waiting to deal
death in turn to others beneath them.
It ‘will‘be a certain death 1o the brave
pllot of the, tiny monoplane but they
“have figured the sides and- they are
an’ requation, *

Who said that the spectacular in
war -had vanished? “One ~“of these
glant Zeppelin, is floating silently, un-
conscious of danger, thousands of feet
in the air, and awayrabove it after
having ascended to-an altitude sev-
eral thousand feet higher than the
dirigible, is the little monoplane ma-
noeuvring to get a . .place directly

jctim. Once securing this

h shuts him ogt dfrlo‘m

the observ. hose in the dirig-

ible the pilot cuts off his ignitiong

points the nose of the machine directly

at the backbone of the great and valu~

able engine of war below him and in

a spectacular ghot  from the skies

plunges down and rends to atoms the
huge craft in his path.

Germany has thirty-three of these

o’ 7,
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Wmartyr, relates some of his experi- u&h $ abiects &
ences wit 5 vs: this death pact are aftdined the bal-
with Garros as follows: l.l:::e N powp:r in theé end will rest with

¢fit was during the international whose “ml ml! v.|

aviation meet at Belmont Park, im
1910, that I first became intimately
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