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124 APPENDIX
Intiocf in relation thento, which report wm accepted, and the reaolutioni adopted

in the Senate, by a vot« of nineteen to flvc, have ezprewed an opinion to which

jour Committee are dispoaed cordially to reapond. They aay, " It ia thought by

the Committee that aome umpire, eiUier temporary or permanent, by which

disputea between nation* may be decided, ii by no meant a viaionary project.

Such an umpire will certainly be practicable, whenever public opinion, in civilized

nationi, ahall be lufBciently enlit;htened to aanction it." The Committee further

remark: " It ia believed that the Legislature of this Commonwealth would not go

far In advance of publie opinion, by some declarative act favorable to this paeifle

mode of terminating the controvertiea of nations. Such a declaration, if not

utterly dastitute of ground to stand upon, would be at least harmleaa; and bo man
of high moral feeling, or moral courage, can hesitate how to act, when the alterna-

tive presented it, on the one hand, the possibility of accomplishing an incalculable

publie good, and, on the other, the danger of encountering the chilling incredulity

or heartless raillery of those who do not Icnow how to appreciate his motives."

The Committee further say: " If a public attempt i* ever to be mflilc to

* 147 bring war into diaeredit, and to devise * aome amicable mode of sottling

ditputet between nationt, it may be well now for some public body to foel

the way. And no where can this beginning be more suitable than in Massnrhu-

setts." And in speaking of the effects to Cow from the measure, the Committee

tay: "It will ahow the people of this Commonwealtii, that when solicited to

ezprett an opinion upon • great national subject of vital concern, a subject which

can ezcit« no conflict of party passions, we do not turn a deaf ear to the call;

that we do not maintain a heartless silence, but return a kind and generous

response to the voice of those noble philanthropists, who would save mankind

from evila into which those in times gone by have ruslied headlong, and which

they have been obliged to rue when it was tor late to escape them." In these

sentiments, your Committee think, there is a jiagnanimity which will insure

a ready and full response from every American breast Such sentiments, they

think, cannot be too widely disseminated.

The Committee of the Society for the Promotion of Permanent and Universal

Peace, established at London, in their seventeenth annual report, speaking of the

proposition now under the consideration of your Committee, say: " What is there

in this proposal that does not commend itself to the good sense of every man?
It is only an ext^-nsion of that prineiple ( ' legislation, which settles private dis-

putes by arbitration or courts of law, instead of leaving every one to right him-

self, which might result in violence and murder." After speaking of the doings

in this country, and in Switzerland, relative to this measure, they say: " Yonr

Committee have watrhed, with a lively interest, these proceedings of tlieir

brethren and fellow-laborers in America and Geneva; their own labors have not

yet been in this direction, though tliey have, for some time past, held themselvi •«

in readiness, at a suitable opportunity, to bring tliis subject more immediately

under the consideration of the British public niid of the government." At the

eighteenth annual meeting of the I^ndon Peace Society, the subj<>ct of a Court n(

Nations was discussed, and the following resolution was moved and carried:


